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35 reserves and 26 lodges enrolled
1,547 Km2 covered (total reserves)

3,250 Km2 covered (total area)

24 reserves and 12 lodges enrolled
1,344 Km2 covered (total reserves)

2,876 Km2 covered (total area)
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The Wild Dog dam male is a leopard first spotted by Nzumba Klaserie Camps in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve in September 2022 and regularly seen until June
2024. This male dispersed and travelled 30km West, where he was sighted by the team from Rukiya Safari Lodge in Excellence Game Reserve at 6h30 in the morning.
The same day, at 8h15 the team from Makumu Game Lodge reported his sighting, meaning he had travelled back 25km East in less than 2 hours. A month later, the
team from Pondoro Game Lodge found him in Olifants West Nature Reserve, again 25km South West from Makumu. If this information was not compiled under one
project and the data were not shared, one could think there are three different male leopards, although it is actually only one individual. This is very important to help
streamlining the real number of individuals in the area and understand how the leopards move. It is incredible to think that so much knowledge can be extracted just
thank to citizen scientists sharing their sightings with Ingwe Research Program. 
 

Photo credit: Owen Gröbler



Ntsakelo was also born in the Hoedspruit Wildlife Estate in November 2021. Ntsakelo could be Ingwe's leopard ambassador as his behaviour gave the ideas for two
different research projects. The first one aims at understanding the perception of risks of living in four of the non-big 5 wildlife estates, especially amongst carnivores.
Ntsakelo is a very relax leopard who could be spotted as much during the night than during the day. Legitimately, his constant presence on the estate brought concerns
to the residents. This trigger the beginning of a socio-ecological survey, which aims at improving human-wildlife coexistence in these estates, for the benefits of all
beings. Ntsakelo finally dispersed from his natal territory in April 2024. He was subsequently sighted at four different locations but for four months, he disappeared
after being last seen on a main road at night. This was very concerning as seven leopards were killed on the roads in 2024. For four months, one could only wonder if
Ntsakelo had also been a victim of a collision with a vehicle. A collision that might not have been fatal instantly, but rather injured him enough to allow him to stumble
away from the road and die out of sight. Ntsakelo was lucky and thankfully sighted in a citrus farm first, bigger and healthy and subsequently in other areas.
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"Being part of the Ingwe Research Program community is a true
privilege. Witnessing the majestic movements of these elusive creatures

not only deepens our connection with nature but also unites our
community in a shared passion for conservation. Together, we thrive.” 

Marion van Staden, Blue Canyon Conservancy

“As an Africam leopard ambassador to Ingwe Research Program, my love for the
magnificent leopards sighted on our cams now helps essential research and conservation. In

the time I have been involved, I have seen Ingwe Research Program literally 'break new
ground' in monitoring and mapping leopards and the threats to their survival. It feels a

privilege to be part of a wider community of contributing citizen scientists, and to see how
Ingwe Research Program turns thousands of sightings into findings that promote awareness,

inform community engagement, and support innovative solutions.” 
Dr Kelly Morris, AfriCam

We thank all the ambassadors who are helping gathering and/or formatting data from their own reserves  (Max, Pieter, Lynne, Christoffel, Marion, 
Robin, Matt, Andi, Elisha, Mark, Carole). Reach out if you would like to become an ambassador as well. Photo credit: Michael Clark

“It has been a great privilege and very interesting to participate in capturing the
leopard sightings for our estate and to meaningfully contribute to leopard

conservation. It is wonderful to see the benefit of using AI to identify leopards,
especially from camera trap footage in our case, and to learn about their

territories and how this can help the understanding of leopard populations and
their movements and consequently help prevent road deaths. This has also created
awareness for the residents of the estate and has encouraged more contributions

and collaboration. Thanks Ingwe Research Program!” 
Lynne Hopkins, Raptors’ View Wildlife Estate

“Collaborating with Ingwe Research Program has allowed for a seamless monitoring of
leopards on our landscape. It is also a pleasure knowing that our data contributes to the

impactful work that Ingwe is doing for leopard conservation across the entire
Hoedspruit area. I look forward to seeing the program grow and develop!” 

Christoffel De Lange, Research Assistant, Transfrontier Africa, Olifants West Nature Reserve

“Being part of the Ingwe Leopard Research project as an
ambassador is an incredible experience, combining cutting-

edge technology with insights from residents and field guides.
I love that I get to contribute to the research of protecting one

of natures most majestic animals.” 
Robin van Stenis, Blue Canyon Conservancy
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A project sponsored by

Between May and October 2024, six leopards were killed on the roads, one on the train
tracks and one was found further away from the road, which perhaps died from an injury
after a collision. Other species were killed throughout the years. This might just be the tip
of the iceberg and this stark reality underscored the urgent need for effective solutions to
prevent these senseless losses.

We encourage the community of Hoedspruit to actively participate in this project by
reporting wildlife sightings on the roads, road kills and assisting with data collection.



Assist with:
🐾 Field work
🧬 Research
🌳 Reserve management
📚 Environmental education program
🦏 Anti-poaching

Skills gained:
🔎 Survey methods
🐆 Wildlife monitoring
📷 Service & process camera traps
💩 Tracking skills
🤖 Use of AI for conservation
🌵 Alien vegetation control
🌳 Reserve management
👩🏽‍💻Data capture, ID kits creation, GIS mapping

In partnership with

“I think more than any program, it is a true insight into what
it’s really like working in conservation” Kerri, UK.
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And thank you to all the
individuals who donated

directly.
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gofundme.com/ingwe-research-program

For more information, 
www.ingweresearchprogram.orgBecome part of the

solution.

DONATE TODAY

 BANK: First National Bank 
 ACCOUNT NAME: Ingwe Research Program NPC

 ACCOUNT NUMBER: 63112162506
 BRANCH CODE: 255355
 SWIFT CODE: FIRNZAJJ

http://www.ingweresearchprogram.org/

