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	Policy Area
	NGAA Position / Response
	Data source

	Housing
	Housing supply alone won’t solve the challenges facing our communities. In Australia’s outer metropolitan growth areas, rapid population growth continues to outpace infrastructure delivery, placing pressure on essential services and undermining quality of life.

To ensure today’s housing developments become thriving, connected communities, we call on the next Federal government to:
1. Recognise outer metropolitan growth areas as regions requiring dedicated attention and long-term planning; 
2. Prioritise funding to address the infrastructure deficits that already exist in these areas; and 
3. Resource growth areas equitably through a national infrastructure investment framework that supports both new housing and the communities that live there.

Delivering homes without the roads, public transport, schools, health services and parks that make places liveable is short-sighted. Our communities deserve more than roofs over their heads - they deserve complete, connected communities.

	Report: Investment Solutions for Today’s Infrastructure Needs and Tomorrow’s Housing in Outer-Metropolitan Growth Areas

	Cost of Living
	We welcome cost-of-living relief measures such as income tax cuts, energy bill subsidies or temporary fuel excise cuts. These announcements offer some short-term support to households doing it tough - but they don’t address the underlying structural challenges facing our communities.

In outer metropolitan growth areas, families are disproportionately impacted by rising living costs. Long commutes due to limited public transport, lack of local jobs, and the growing gap in access to essential services all compound the pressure on household budgets.

What our communities need is not just temporary relief, but long-term investment. 

That means:
· Affordable and reliable transport options
· Local employment and education opportunities
· Infrastructure and services delivered alongside housing

Without addressing these systemic issues, cost-of-living pressures will continue to rise. Relief today must be matched with a plan for tomorrow.

	Report: Investment Solutions for Today’s Infrastructure Needs and Tomorrow’s Housing in Outer-Metropolitan Growth Areas

	Transport
	Access to reliable public transport is essential for liveable, connected communities. Yet Australia’s outer metropolitan growth areas have 37% less access to public transport compared to non-growth areas of capital cities.

This lack of access limits opportunities for employment, education, and social connection, while increasing car dependency and household costs.

To build a fairer, more efficient transport system, we need:

· Targeted investment in public transport infrastructure for growth areas
· Fast-tracking of rail and rapid bus links to connect new and existing suburbs
· Long-term planning that integrates housing and transport from the outset

Without action, the mobility gap will widen - and so will inequality.

	Growth Areas Liveability Scorecards

NGAA Member Key Priorities

	Community Infrastructure
	We see firsthand how the lack of vital community infrastructure affects the wellbeing of our rapidly growing populations.

Residents in outer metropolitan growth areas have significantly lower access to key facilities - 68% less access to sports and leisure facilities and 44% less access to arts and cultural spaces compared to non-growth areas of capital cities.

These gaps aren’t just about missing amenities - they impact physical health, mental wellbeing, social connection, and community pride.

To build thriving, resilient communities, we need:
· Investment in local sports grounds, leisure centres, libraries, and cultural venues 
· Fairer distribution of funding and grants that considers population growth 
· Planning frameworks that prioritise community infrastructure alongside housing

Growth areas deserve more than homes - they deserve places to belong.
	Growth Areas Liveability Scorecards

NGAA Member Key Priorities

	Immigration
	We welcome people from all backgrounds and celebrate the cultural diversity that enriches our communities. While immigration plays a role in our population growth, data shows that internal migration is the primary driver in our fast-growing outer metropolitan areas.

Our focus is not on migration policy itself, but on ensuring that all residents - regardless of where they come from - have access to the infrastructure, services and community facilities they need. Investment must keep pace with growth so we can support thriving, inclusive communities that reflect the diversity of modern Australia.

	ABS Regional population 2023-24: Population change

	National Settlement Forecast
	We welcome migrants and recognise the vital social, cultural and economic contributions they make to our communities. Many of Australia's outer metropolitan growth areas are proudly among the most diverse in the nation.

We call on the next Federal Government to implement national settlement forecasting to ensure that migration policy is aligned with infrastructure, housing, and service delivery across our cities and regions.

A forecasting model that considers both pre- and post-COVID population movements will allow for smarter, more equitable settlement planning. It will also enable growth areas to better prepare for and support the communities that are growing the fastest.

Migration must be backed by a long-term national vision that delivers sustainable, inclusive development and empowers pathways to prosperity.

	NGAA Policy Platform

	[bookmark: _Hlk194051422]Childcare
	We represent some of the youngest and fastest -growing communities in the country - places where 1 in 4 Australian children are born.

With natural increase accounting for over 22% of population growth, our communities are shaped by young families and children. This growth is not a short-term trend, but a long-term demographic reality that demands sustained investment.

We are calling for a stronger focus on accessible, affordable, and high-quality childcare, alongside schools and health services, to support families and give every child the best start in life. 

Growth areas must not be left behind - our communities deserve infrastructure and services that grow with them.

	ABS Regional population 2023-24: Population change

	[bookmark: _Hlk194053718]Climate and Resilience
	Our ability to withstand and recover from storms, floods, fires, and the broader impacts of climate change is essential to building liveable, thriving communities.

Outer metropolitan growth areas are particularly exposed to climate risks, and the pace of development must be matched with climate-conscious planning and infrastructure.

The NGAA and its members are focused on two interconnected strategies:
· Sustainable urban development and growth: ensuring new communities are designed to minimise environmental impact and maximise long-term resilience 
· Built environment climate change adaptation and mitigation: upgrading infrastructure and assets to cope with changing climate conditions

These strategies are complementary: actions in one area reinforce the other. Together, they are critical to creating safe, future-ready communities in Australia's fastest-growing regions.
	NGAA Policy Platform

	Emergency Management
	Current disaster recovery services are too narrowly defined, primarily addressing the immediate impacts of extreme weather events and the COVID-19 pandemic. Communities in outer metropolitan growth areas often face wider, long-term consequences from these events, as well as emerging risks that fall outside current definitions.

The NGAA recommends expanding the scope of disaster recovery services and support to account for unforeseen adverse impacts of extreme events and as-yet-unknown disasters.

A more flexible and inclusive approach will ensure that growing communities receive the support they need to recover, adapt and thrive, no matter the challenge.
	NGAA Policy Platform




