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The Wiyi Yani U Thangani (Women’s Voices) Project has travelled across the continent and surrounding islands, including the Torres Strait, Tasmania and Tiwi, and has listened to women, girls, inclusive of Sistergirls and trans women, and gender-diverse people from many nations, over many years. The Wiyi Yani U Thangani Institute for First Nations Gender Justice gives special acknowledgement to our Matriarchs – the first mothers of this land – we pay our respects to them and all our Elders past and present who watch over us and our Countries, waters and skies. 
This resource was designed in collaboration with the Institute team coming together on Countries across the continent, and joining together in Indonesia. Team members and First Nations women – forming our Knowledge Exchange Program delegation – met in Jakarta, Bogor, North Sumatra (Tano Batak, in communities Parapet, Sihaporas, and Dolok Parmonangan) and Ubud. We share our respect and gratitude to members of these communities for welcoming the delegation with open hearts.
We share our deepest respects and appreciation, acknowledging PEREMPUAN AMAN, our Indonesian sisters, for hosting our travel through Indonesia and sharing your knowledge and homes with us. We hold this relationship and experience close to our hearts, and fight in solidarity in our collective fight for Indigenous rights and gender justice. 
We acknowledge the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) in partially funding the program and meeting with the delegation in Indonesia. 
The program was designed and influenced by ideas and calls to action through engagement with thousands of First Nations women and girls across Australia over the life of Wiyi Yani U Thangani. We acknowledge the Wiyi Yani U Thangani team in bringing these voices and calls together, and in designing the program. This includes (alphabetically): Kimberely Hunter,  Niamh Kealy, June Oscar, Jane Pedersen, Terri Reid, Banok Rind, Sophie Spry, Chloe Wegener, and Mandy Yap.
[bookmark: _Toc239925972]About the Institute
The Wiyi Yani U Thangani Institute for First Nations Gender Justice is Australia’s first institute dedicated to advancing the rights, knowledges, and leadership of First Nations women, girls and gender-diverse people. The Institute has found its home at the Australian National University (ANU). However, it is not bound by walls or place – it is a living, felt space, evolving within the hearts and minds of all First Nations women, girls and gender-diverse people. It is carried in our voices, our stories and our connections, creating pathways for decision-making and collective action grounded in who we are, and in who we are becoming. Our mission is to reweave the social fabric by elevating the voices, knowledges and lived experiences of First Nations women, girls and gender-diverse people.
The Institute was founded by June Oscar AO, who led the landmark Wiyi Yani U Thangani (Women’s Voices) project as former Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner at the Australian Human Rights Commission. Throughout all stages of the Wiyi Yani U Thangani project, women have been clear that this work must be more than a report that sits on the shelf. It must result in lasting change. Women everywhere emphasised the need for a genuine mechanism for the representation of First Nations women that legitimises their diversity and affirms their multiple and vibrant identities.
The Institute’s approach to First Nations gender justice is an evidence-based methodology. It is grounded in the voices of women, girls and gender-diverse peoples (inclusive of trans women and Sistergirls); and holds an intersectional and peacebuilding framework, with the aim to lead sustainable systems transformations with ripple effects beyond immediate challenges or issues.
“The Institute, the way it's set up, it's not the brick and mortar style, which is fantastic. I really love that it's been structured that way. June always reminds us that we, as the women, are the Institute so it's based on our needs wherever we are. And that's really unique as well. I mean, who starts an institution and says that you can do it from wherever you are, and that opens up a lot of doors for people, a lot of access, it opens up a lot of experiences.” Joanne Hill
[bookmark: _Toc239925973](re)Storying
This report – this story – grows from our commitment to (re)learning and embodying the ancestral knowledge systems and cultural practices that First Nations communities have held since time immemorial. These ways of being breathe through our Ways of Working and Change Agenda for First Nations Gender Justice (2024). This report captures the organic nature of the yarns, stories, insights and energy that emerged throughout the Indigenous Women’s Sustainability Knowledge Exchange Program. 
We use yarning as a research practice, surfacing the ways of knowledge sharing that have always existed within our communities.[footnoteRef:2] First Nations knowledge has always been transferred orally, and by practicing and embodying the knowledge.  [2:  Barlo, S et. al, ‘Yarning as Protected Space: Principles and Protocols’ (2020) Alter Native 16(2) 90-98.] 

“The quiet part, the still part, the listening part. And so, you know, all of those things are there and are taught and learned through our oral tradition heritages as Indigenous peoples” June Oscar AO
This practice is deliberate and organic. We include half-thoughts, words that flow naturally in conversation over a cup of tea, and expressions that capture the energy of yarning. We embrace the pauses, the laughter, the moments where ideas sparked between us, because this is how knowledge truly moves, and is generated, between people. These are the knowledges that rest in us, ready to breathe and live through time on Country and in each other’s company.
We use this report as a journal for our collective learnings and transformation, and a deep appreciation for Country-based learning and evidence of what becomes possible when we trust Indigenous methodologies to guide systems change. While this report captures the methodology and insights that emerged, we acknowledge that nothing can fully convey the power of being present with community. This embodied experience is irreplaceable, and we hope in future you can join us.
“Stories go in circles. They don’t go in straight lines. It helps if you listen in circles because there are stories inside between stories, and finding our way through them is as easy and as hard as finding your way home. Part of finding is getting lost, and when you are lost, you start to open up and listen.”  Tafoya in Research Is Ceremony, Shawn Wilson, 6.
“My Nan and Mum have always instilled having that open heart, open mind, caring for others, even if you have nothing, you can always do something for someone and that might just be listening. I think very much they always instilled in me that everyone has their story, you just have to listen, and I think coming to everything with that, to learn, an appreciation to learn and just to know when to just listen, but also when to say something as well, because you've shown that you have listened.” Zara Maddigan
[bookmark: _Toc239925974]About the Indigenous Women’s Sustainability Knowledge Exchange Program
The Indigenous Women’s Sustainability Knowledge Exchange Program (Knowledge Exchange Program) was facilitated to connect Indigenous women across Australia and Indonesia to share knowledge of sustainability and climate justice, through an Indigenous gendered lens and with the long-term aim to strengthen gender-responsive and Indigenous-led climate justice voices across the region. The program was designed with PEREMPUAN AMAN (the Association of Indigenous Women of The Archipelago), as a sister organisation to the Institute in Indonesia, who carry and provide the tools and resources to support Indigenous women’s voices, knowledges and practices.
In connecting with Indigenous Indonesian women and communities, we held two-way learning and rekindled our deep connections and ancestral ties that have existed between our communities for generations across the Timor Sea and Pacific region. The conversations contributed to strengthening Indigenous women’s voices in decision-making about sustainability and climate change in the international arena. 
Together, these knowledges, shared and learnt, from across our communities, lands, waters and skies (what we refer to as our Countries) to Indonesia, form an interconnected worldview that reaffirmed, shifted and challenged what sustainability means to us as Indigenous women, and how we share in solidarity in our fight for justice. In Indonesia, this looked like:
· Sense-making: Engaging in deep sensing work to understand the values, needs and experiences of Indigenous women in Indonesia and Australia, and how different gender and Indigenous initiatives intersect with sustainability and climate change policy to improve responses and impact.  
· Knowledge gathering: In conversation and site-visits with Indigenous women and stakeholders across Indonesia, exploring Indigenous and gender initiatives that improve understanding of the varied impact of climate change on women and how women’s lives and work can enhance sustainability models and influence policymaking. 
· Documenting: Through writing, art, sensing, and in dialogue, capturing learnings to contribute towards a stronger evidence base of sustainability and climate just practices and stories. 
	
	Days 2 & 3: Meeting with PEREMPUAN AMAN & AMAN
	
	Day 5: Sharing with Sihaporas & Dolok Parmonangan
	
	
	
	Days 9 & 10: Artmaking with Threads of Life
	
	
	
	Day 14: Returning home
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	Day 1: Arriving in Jakarta
	
	Day 4: Travel to Sumatra
	
	
	Days 7 & 8: Exploring and reflecting
	
	
	Days 11 & 12: Workshopping
	
	



The program built on evidence and understanding of Indigenous women are peacebuilders and providers of care and cultural work across communities that maintain the safety, health and wellbeing of kin and Country. Women instil the values of reciprocity, responsibility and stewardship in our children through learning on Country, ceremony and care, to ensure our knowledge and practice systems are alive and well. Women are responding to crisis and adapting to the changes in our environment brought about by colonisation and extractive industries acting as healers, artists, teachers, caregivers, decision-makers, designers and change-makers to create and maintain systems and services that enable communities and Countries to be safe. Often this means challenging systems that do not work and finding innovative solutions. Women are using ancestral practices of medicine, agriculture, and design, such as using plants for medicine and fabric, and creating business and healthcare that support their communities. 
These are essential knowledge systems and practices for understanding and looking after our lands and waters, and in turn, responding and adapting to climate change. Caring for Country and enacting holistic and sustainable ways of being (which is collective care born from Country) is interdependent to our health, wellbeing and safety, and by extension, the safety of everyone. This is the First Nations gendered intersection with climate justice. Our ways of knowing, being and doing serve as a blueprint for sustainability that have adapted to climate changes over 65,000+ years, colonisation and the ongoing attempts at the erasure of our languages, connection to land and waters, and self-determination. It is through this lens, that we know Indigenous women’s knowledges must not be peripheral to global sustainability and climate conversations. This is a journey and opportunity for (re)learning that everyone must take part in, because when our knowledges and care for Country is strong, we all benefit.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  This work ties into the Institute’s Strategic Priority on ‘Strengthening the social and economic fabric with care and healing’ reflecting on the care work women engage in to safeguard kin and Country.
] 

“I truly think that to be able to build change, is to be able to connect and build relationships with one another and that willingness to learn and to listen, and also to challenge yourself. Often times you might sit with something and you go, I don't necessarily agree with that, but I'm going to listen… I think especially First Nations knowledges, the world will benefit from listening to these knowledges being the oldest continuing living culture in the world. It wasn't just by chance that we're still here. If people came with that willingness to learn, but also unlearn and to listen, a form of truth telling with everyone, but also to be able to sit at a table all together and not have us over here, people over there, the youth over there, to come all together and just be very honest but also transparent in what we're doing as well. I think that's super vital.” Zara Maddigan
“These types of movements and [work towards] sustainability I think are extremely important. And we don't know what we don't know, so coming to places like Indonesia… I think we can learn a lot about their humility, their love for each other, their love for the environment and their love for their spiritual world…I think it's a really valuable experience [also] for our partnering hosts…because it gives them the understanding that they are connected on a global scale. They can make change on a global scale even if their local government can't or is reluctant to support them, and by having those exchanges, we can help influence our government to help influence their government. So we need to leverage off those opportunities and those connections.” Joanne Hill
[bookmark: _Toc239925976]Message from June Oscar, AO
The program builds on the story work of First Nations women, who hold knowledges and practices of caring for kin and Country, passed through generations, that tell us how to maintain our social tapestry, and respond to crises and challenges that threaten our lives. These knowledges are contained within our stories, values, governance structures, systems of Law, and our way of relating and responding to the world around us. They are social, economic, environmental, political and cultural, weaving together to construct our way of understanding the world and how we make it a place where we can sustain thriving existences. For us, sustainability is not a concept to be learned – it is a way of life we have practiced for millennia. 
This is a journey of coming together, collective movement building, and seeing that the work of gender justice is not unique to our women at home, but a fight for rights shared by our Indigenous sisters globally. Zara beautifully shared, in thanking the Sihaporas community for their hospitality, that although we do not speak the same language, we share the language of love. 
Thank you to the women that shared the journey with us. We came home stronger, lighter, more ready to continue this sustainability movement together. 
[bookmark: _Toc239925977](re)Learning Sustainability
Before you journey with us through these pages, we invite you to pause and consider: what does sustainability mean to you? As you read our stories and listen to our voices, notice how your understanding might shift and deepen alongside ours.
Through the program, we reflected on what sustainability meant to us and how this couldn’t be condensed into a single definition. Rather, we considered it as a dynamic concept that evolves and moves with the needs of people and Country.
	Our emerging concept

Indigenous women have held sustainability knowledges and practices since time immemorial in the care and cultural work for communities and Countries. Sustainability is more than responding to the environment and climate, it is about peacebuilding, healing, responsibility, reciprocity and justice in whatever form that needs to take for kin and Country to be safe, healthy and thrive. 

This concept is a starting point, and we will continue to work with First Nations women, girls and gender diverse people to develop it and understand how it can inform sustainability agendas and climate related policy at regional, national and international levels.




This has been reflected throughout the Wiyi Yani U Thangani Project, highlighting sustainability as relational between people, place and time, and as related to healing.
Throughout the program, delegates probed what sustainability meant to them. We shared and listened to what sustainability means through stories of place, shared and disparate histories, and cultural and environmental knowledge.
We heard that sustainability is acts of justice and resistance against colonial violence that has disrupted our ways of knowing, doing and being across all our Countries. It is connection, learning, voice, solidarity, love, culture, and more.
“I think it has to be a core [indicates with hands to self]. It has to come down to you as a person, because sustainability is a buzzword these days. And there's green washing, it's lost whatever it's meant to be and so you can have sustainable practises, but it's very hard to be sustainable in a world that we operate under capitalism, where resource extraction and eternal economic growth is the end goal because it's just on a finite planet. They don't marry up. So for me, sustainability is keeping this wellness, nourishing yourself, keeping your family, your friends, your community safe, allowing people's space and keeping these spaces sustainable so that those coming up can learn and also maintain them, which I think then bridges out to the broader community because I think a top down approach often doesn’t work.” Hannah Bellamy
“Sustainability for me means the care of the Country, the care of the community, the care of the people. You know, if there's opportunities for you to walk out on Country to document your Country or to even plant a tree or something like that, giving back to the Country and giving back to the land that your people came from is a big thing. The fact that I'm able to do that on my father's Country with my job and being able to do the cultural burning and the stream bank remediation and much more, that's a gift in itself that I've been given the opportunity to do it…I consider it as sustainability. It's taking care of everything that we have now for the longevity of the future.” Jaeda Lenoy
“It’s sustaining life in a sense. So that's free culture, free families, free everything. And I think when we come together, we're all sustaining each other. Sustainability as a whole, we're moving away from what it should be of, you know, looking after Country and the planet, but also looking after each other at the crux, and caring for one another. So to me, sustainability is sustaining the life that we want and wealth in the sense of that we're happy, that our children are happy, everyone has love and they're accepted for who they truly are… When we break it down as a lot more [than about the climate and environment], and if we applied those approaches as a whole we'd have a lot better outcomes.” Zara Maddigan
“Sustainability to me, when I think about it in my community, in my Country, is about sustaining the knowledges of our Aboriginal women, maintaining those unique knowledge systems, but also keeping that gentle strength alive, keeping it healthy, keeping our Indigenous women acknowledged and looked after, but also empowered and making sure that we have time for rest, but we also have time to speak our voices and that we are heard.” Bianca McNeair
[bookmark: _Toc239925978]Signal sensing – Our Measurement, Learning and Evaluation (MEL) approach 
Signals are our tool for witnessing change. They tell us what is being sensed, felt, heard and seen. They show us what patterns are emerging, whether we’re moving in the right direction and what might need to be done differently. They’re dynamic and interconnected, grounded in our lived experiences, honouring that through the very process of making decisions daily –caring for family, managing Country, responding to community needs, we are constantly measuring, evaluating and learning. Throughout the program and in conversations with delegates, signals emerged. 
[bookmark: _Toc221721063][bookmark: _Toc221782276][bookmark: _Toc239925979]What I see, hear, feel, sense or know is emerging…
I feel
· Re-connections forming, built on historical connections of culture and language
· Inspired for collective action
· Immense privilege and gratefulness to take part in the experience
“It's often hard to find safe spaces so, it's very nice to step into a space where you do feel very safe as a First Nations woman.” Zara Maddigan
I see
· Love and community
· Similarities in our fight for justice 
· People and businesses doing what they want to do
“No matter where we've been, which communities we've connected with, everyone have been so polite, so generous and so kind. I think that's really the biggest takeaway for me coming out of this experience is we need to have our own perspectives on things and to have those own experiences to shape our world views on different communities. So I'm very happy that I've come on this experience.  And it really warms my heart to know that we’ve been safe here, not just myself, but the whole crew and that we've been really looked after.” Joanne Hill
I hear
· Raw honesty in conversations
· The language of care and love
· Strong and fearless voices speaking their trust
· Deep gratitude in collective sharing and coming together
I sense
· Deeper learnings from the experience of travel and new experiences
· Solidarity and connection in everyone we meet
· Curiosity and open hearts
“Being in this space makes me sense the importance of First Nations women's perspectives and how unique we are, even though we connect all across the oceans, across the world.” Bianca McNeair
As you read through the journey that follows, more signals are in the story. 
You can read more about our MEL framework and signals in the Change Agenda for First Nations Gender Justice (2024).
[bookmark: _Toc239925980]

Our Journey
[bookmark: _Toc239925981]Part 1: Connecting - Meeting PEREMPUAN AMAN, Jakarta & Bogor
[bookmark: _Toc221721066][bookmark: _Toc221782279][bookmark: _Toc239925982]Days 1 & 2
Our journey started in Indonesia’s capital, Jakarta, familiarising ourselves with place. Each day was humid and heavy with heat, and loud with the sounds of bustling traffic. We explored the city getting to know each other, before driving south to Bogor. For many of us this was our first experience in the rapids of Indonesia’s roads, an adventure in and of itself to surrender and trust in the drivers and flow of traffic.
“I just met all the delegates at Singapore Airport, and I was thinking to myself, I wonder what this is going to be like… I thought to myself, wow, you know, I'm a lot older than the other delegates and we’re from all across Australia. But after that second day in Jakarta… I thought, how powerful are they? They're coming from every different background, every different career. And I just enjoyed listening to all their stories about their workplaces and what they’re passionate about!” Cheryl Ah Kit
In Bogor, sitting in the shadow of a mountain, lush with botanical vines and ferns weaving across the streets, we met our hosts for the week, PEREMPUAN AMAN, led by Devi Anggraini. We gathered in their house (not an office, as this is a place for everyone to feel at home – and with the kitchen the largest room), and were welcomed by the sounds of music and cheering.  
We sat around a long table filled with food to begin our first of many yarns sharing stories, strengths and challenges. We shared where we each came from and our journey here. Our Indonesian sisters shared their story of PEREMPUAN AMAN, and connected us with women and communities virtually from across the archipelago, adding to the rich narrative of our individual but collective pathways towards Indigenous rights and gender justice.
“I think the Institute has a really good opportunity here, especially after our experience in Jakarta with PEREMPUAN AMAN and the way that they've organised their governance structure. There's no set hierarchy. I thought that was a really interesting and effective model for generating trust. ” Hannah Bellamy
Live translation was essential for this important meeting, accommodating those who only spoke English or Bahasa Indonesia, and later when we visited communities, those who spoke in local Indigenous languages. We came to know our translators well, answering our every question, sharing titbits about Indonesian and Australian life and culture, and introducing us to the essential snacks we must try. 
Though it was meant to be a short introductory meeting, we left in the evening, feeling full and warm. We were told that these types of yarns always went over time, laughing through the night. We reflected that it’s just like our mob time at home.
[bookmark: _Toc221721067][bookmark: _Toc221782280][bookmark: _Toc239925983]Day 3
The following day, we convened for a formal meeting with PEREMPUAN AMAN and AMAN (the broader Indigenous rights organisation working closely to PEREMPUAN AMAN). We listened intently and shared meals together hearing the experiences of women coming from all corners of Indonesia, virtually presenting or in person, sharing stories of sustainability. We heard that:
Sustainability is resilience
Sustainability is fortitude and solidarity
Sustainability is care for Country, culture and community.
Sustainability is perseverance in the face of resistance to change 
	Sustainability is laughing and joy
		Sustainability is sharing knowledge.
Sustainability is women having a voice in decision-making at all levels of governance
“The highlight of the program was Devi and PEREMPUAN AMAN with how they operate and how she shared all the different people that are involved. But what really stood out for me was AMAN, how it was, the setup was comfortable, and all the different leading positions and when I asked questions about their service with the criteria they have to be involved. They didn't quite know what I asked because where I come from there's a lot of criteria before you can engage with the service, but AMAN just was open…

During this week, I'm thinking, well, hang on, sustainability, climate change, food security affects every each individual person, doesn't matter where you are, but I think it's the language that's been used and like I said, having listened to the Institute staff present, the delegates, I really learnt a lot about the broader view and the meaning of sustainability [and] climate change” Cheryl Ah Kit
“I think it's the ability to connect and also to challenge assumptions that we make of one another. From what I learnt through the Indigenous communities and with PEREMPUAN AMAN is that they thought Aboriginal people were just one big group and that we all share the same practices and whatnot. So, challenging those assumptions and the willingness to learn from one another, but then also our own assumptions coming in and going and being able to be open and vulnerable into learning about how other communities work, how they live and be. So, I think you can't really put a price on how valuable a program like this is. I think it's very mobilising in the sense of strength and love for people. In the future I hope that there's a lot more initiatives like this and it's done the way that both parties want it to be done, not necessarily how someone's telling them to do something, that it's just very organic.” Zara Maddigan
[bookmark: _Toc239925984]Part 2: Listening - Learning, sharing and celebrating with community, Sihaporas & Dolok Parmonangan
[bookmark: _Toc221721069][bookmark: _Toc221782282][bookmark: _Toc239925985]Day 4
Wednesday was our travel day, beginning at 4am, and arriving in the evening by a taxi, aeroplane, bus, boat, and golf buggy. This journey was about taking in new surroundings, Tano Batak (North Sumatra). We marvelled at the architecture of the houses and buildings as we passed through towns, and the lake and monkeys that appeared around bends up and down the mountains. 
We learnt that the Gorga traditional buildings hold significant philosophical and cultural meaning, being built ritualistically requiring specific builders and materials, and acting as a place of learning and community. It is a practice of sustainability that reflects Indigenous history, spirituality, community and environment. 
We stopped briefly at a lookout over the valley down to Lake Toba and the green but ashen eucalyptus mountains that form the valley. There were bushfires here not long ago because the native forest had been replaced by plantations for a pulp mill company that now owns the land. Since the 1960s Australia has been selling eucalyptus trees to global economies supporting the need for timber and woodchip. It has become a piece of home spread across the globe, from Indonesia, to the United States, to India and Brazil. Known for its fast growing nature, forestry companies globally have used it to create plantations, carving away at native forests, animal and insect habitat and increasing the risk of climate change risks. Eucalyptus is also very high in oil, making it vulnerable to catching alight. For many communities at home, this means cultural burns and smoking ceremonies, to others, who do not have the knowledge to manage eucalyptus alongside their transplantation into the wrong soils and ecosystems, it represents violence and the repercussions of extractive industry. We reflected on this ownership of land in place of the local flora and fauna once sustainably managed by people and Country. It was an odd feeling to see trees so full of medicine and story at home creating such harm here. 
“Having the opportunity visit the Indigenous villages. I feel really strongly about environmental protection. I felt quite a lot of synergies actually with Tasmania. We have long ongoing battles with trying to protect our native forests and there are a lot of Indigenous and cultural issues involved, and we're constantly fighting the government to recognise that these are just as important as, you know, short term logging interests. And then going into these communities, and the trees are eucalypts and there's a pulp mill involved and Tassie had a huge fight with a pulp mill in the 2000s and so going there, I felt this really strong connection. I left there just really wondering what I could do to give back as well.” Hannah Bellamy 
[bookmark: _Toc221721070][bookmark: _Toc221782283][bookmark: _Toc239925986]Day 5
Thursday, we visited the communities of Sihaporas and Dolok Parmonangan. Sihaporas and Dolok Parmonangan are communities both impacted by land dispossession and severe violence as a result of corporate takeover of their lands for plantation and agricultural use, and poor government protections. 
We entered Sihaporas through a checkpoint that let us know we were now in corporate territory. We drove on unsealed roads through an arboretum replacing the natural bush that should have shared our journey. 
The Sihaporas community reclaimed part of their land within this gated territory, where plantation ended and native bush opened into a community village. We were greeted on our arrival and led into the community’s house – a Gorga consisting of one main room at the entry and other smaller rooms at the back. 
With about 50 community members of all ages, and a cat that wandered around the large circle we created, we learnt about the community and their challenges fighting for the protection of their rights and lands. We prayed with the community leader, ritually inviting us into their home, and were gifted shawls and tote bags printed with the word ‘Horas’, a greeting in Batak Indonesian. “Horas!” we all cheered and laughed, which we repeated everywhere as we made our best attempts at communicating whenever our translators were too far.
After this meeting inside the Gorgas, we walked to a statue nearby representing part of the community’s creation stories, and learnt more of the history and culture that shaped Sihaporas. 
Then back in our vans, and in the back of a ute with some of the community women, we drove and walked into the forest into a sacred space learning about the land and ancestors who created it. This was followed by lunch in another community house, where we were greeted with local fish, rice and side dishes, before thanking our hosts and saying our goodbyes.
“Who would have thought that I would have been trekking in North Sumatra? As I said throughout the last week, you know, I was only watching a documentary a few weeks ago about the endangered North Sumatran tigers and then a few weeks later I'm actually there. So it's so crazy to think that you actually watch these things for a reason, and it's almost like the law of attraction where you put things out into the universe and then somebody hears it and then all of a sudden you get put into these spaces. So that's really been a highlight for me meeting the local Indigenous people in their communities, and it’s taken me back to a time when I was a child when we used to go and visit my uncle. Some of the old huts that they still live in is a resemblance of the old houses that used to be around when my mum and her family were growing up, so that was quite beautiful to still witness.” Joanne Hill
After lunch we continued our drive onto Dolok Parmonangan, meeting at the community’s house. Here, we were greeted with a cultural dance gesturing and inviting us into their house. 
We sat intently listening to stories of struggle and resilience, community solidarity and heartbreak about violence, disappeared family members, lack of communication and support from government, and the ongoing fight for justice. We listened to a woman singing a song in Batak, wailing with pain; we prayed with the community leaders; and we shared stories of Australia and our experiences of colonisation and movement for justice. 
After, we shared dinner, danced to music where we each received the gift of a woven shawl, and offered tears of joy and laughter against those earlier of heartache and pain reflecting on the strength and power we all shared. 
We played with the young children running around and giggling, trying our best with our pocket dictionary to translate and learn their names. We took pictures and had to be pulled away, not wanting to leave. We headed home in the evening in a quiet car ride reflecting on the day and this unforgettable experience of stories shared, connections made, tears shed, belly laughter, gifts, food, love and sisterhood gained.
“To actually be out in the community and to see, you know, the rituals, the beliefs and the intergenerational knowledge, that was the biggest thing. In that last community with the kids, it was just wonderful.  Even though there was a clear language barrier and the age difference as well, to be able to just, you know, light up their day and to chase them around or have a couple of photos with them. I guess that's something that they weren't expecting to have happened. And so, to actually have that kind of playful part into it was another thing because it was just a beautiful break for me from all the content that we've been putting into our minds and like staying out with the Indigenous mob to actually just take the time and kind of relax for a few hours. That was the biggest thing. But it was quite sad when I left because [the kids] weren't happy with me. But I can't help that. [laughing].” Jaeda Lenoy
“It so beautiful of how they accepted us and how thoughtful they were of us all. And I think just like the level of grace that they showed is amazing. Like I could not actually imagine how that would have felt and so I think that's extremely important. It was such an immense privilege and opportunity to be able to step in someone else's community and I don't think words would be able to thank them enough. And also the connections we formed even in the short period of time and, you know, the barriers of language, you feel love. So I think, yeah, I can't put a price on that, but also will mobilise us for a better future.” Zara Maddigan
“There's been so many amazing highlights, but if I had to pick one that has really deeply affected me that I will carry forever has been listening to the pain of the Indigenous women in their communities having to fight for their income, fight for their children, and fight for their families; and the way that they share that pain with their ancestors and openly express that so that they can gain strength from others.” Bianca McNeair
[bookmark: _Toc221721071][bookmark: _Toc221782284][bookmark: _Toc239925987]Day 6
Friday, we returned to Bogor for final yarns and lunch with PEREMPUAN AMAN and AMAN in AMAN’s newly renovated and beautiful house before sharing dinner, karaoke, an exchange of gifts and gratitude, tears, hugs and goodbye. 
[bookmark: _Toc239925988]Part 3: Reflecting – creating visions for sustainability and systems change, Ubud
[bookmark: _Toc221721073][bookmark: _Toc221782286][bookmark: _Toc239925989]Days 7 & 8
The weekend was spent either relaxing at our shared villas, yarning about the week we’d had, reading and reflecting, or exploring the town and cultural artefacts. This part of our journey enabled us to see Indonesian life and culture through a tourist perspective, weaving between markets, traffic, restaurants, turning our minds to exploring, and a spot of shopping. It provided a different environment from the cities of Jakarta and Bogor, and Tano Batak’s rural and remote life highlighting the diversity of this beautiful country. 
[bookmark: _Toc221721074][bookmark: _Toc221782287][bookmark: _Toc239925990]Days 9 & 10
Monday and Tuesday were spent with Indonesian Indigenous collective, Threads of Life. Threads of Life support Indigenous women and communities in maintaining and revitalising traditional textiles practices, and provide workshops to visitors in their lush and peaceful dye garden just north of Ubud town centre. Our workshop was led by the very knowledgeable and supportive, Komang, who explained the processes of procuring and developing each type of dye with plants from the garden, and the patterns and practices of dyeing cotton material. This was a seasonal journey shared from growing the dye plants, harvesting, fermenting, mixing with chemical compounds and applying to fabric. We were told about the ways in which these practices, traditionally held by women, have taken place for generations and rely on knowledge of the environment, seasons, and types of plants. 
We experimented in this dye creation process, applying our own designs firstly with indigo blue dyes, then browns, yellows, blacks and oranges. As a learning journey, it was also a time for meditation and reflection in the garden creatively making artwork that reflected our knowledges, stories and motifs that spoke to us. 
[bookmark: _Toc221721075][bookmark: _Toc221782288][bookmark: _Toc239925991]Days 11 & 12
The following two days, we hosted workshops of our own in the quiet of our shared villas, using this time together as an opportunity to explore and reflect on the key questions of the program:
· What does sustainability look like through the lens of Indigenous women’s knowledges?
· How will our learning in Indonesia affirm, enhance or change our conception of sustainability?
· How does this conception of sustainability help us rethink climate justice and how to respond to the climate crisis?
· How do we use this knowing to shift international conversations on climate and sustainability, and reshape decision-making about our rights?
Workshops involved a series of yarns around these questions, individual and group time for reflection, modelling what we want systems, and our influence within them, to look like.  We explored how we want to see change, and visualised where our impact as delegates and an Institute lies in connecting women from local communities into global decision-making. It provided valuable insight into how the program has influenced us, how it has added to our stories and learnings that we will take back home, and the power of two-way learning, deep listening, sharing and collective action for First Nations gender justice.
“June opened our workshop with reaffirming and realigning that the path I am on is a path well suited. Like sometimes you kind of get the noise of like, “it's pointless”, “why do this?”, “why keep going?”, but I think this whole experience has been like, “no, this is valuable work and a valuable way to live”, and words about having that attitude of learning, being open, but also to drown out the noise around you, then you are able to show up for others more. Those words really stuck out to me, and especially words with Devi as well, just around her passion, her time that she's spent to this cause and to communities and whatnot. Yeah, it's truly admirable.” Zara Maddigan
[bookmark: _Toc221721076][bookmark: _Toc221782289][bookmark: _Toc239925992]Days 13 & 14
The following day after these workshops, we packed our bags, and journeyed down to the airport with a final day for exploring Bali before saying our goodbyes. 
[bookmark: _Toc239925993]After
In the following days after returning home, our group chat remained alive and buzzing with stories and sharing from home. The two weeks moved so quickly, but also felt long in how deeply we connected and learnt from each other and the communities we visited. It was a journey that changed us all, and we share that gratitude and story in our transcripts, photos, and artwork here. 
The journey deepened, strengthened and reaffirmed our knowledges of sustainability and care, and how these manifest in our relationships and nurturing of family, community and Country. What we expected to be different and unique learnings between Indigenous women of Indonesia and Australia, instead highlighted similarities and connection, reflecting to us that difference in language and distance does not mean separation. 
We reflected on our need for further two-way learning and relationship building with our international Indigenous sisters to fight for our rights in solidarity. Where we see sustainability knowledges and practices being misrepresented and watered down in the mainstream to suit agendas that don’t reflect our values and communities, we feel invigorated and strengthened that the knowledges we have held as First Nations women since time immemorial are those that need to shine. In our collective voice for rights, alongside our Indonesian and other global sisters, we will continue this journey to shape a sustainable and caring future that enables us all to thrive. In reflecting on our hopes for the future beyond this experience, we shared:
“Oh, I'm an idealist. I would love…I'd love our lands and waters restored. 
I'd love rights restored. 
I'd love corporate, like, corporations and CEOs be held accountable for the damage that they've done. 
I'd like new governance structures that valued empathy and not just profit margins. 
I'd love people to lead with kindness. 
I'd love indigenous people around the world to feel safe. 
I'd love their culture to be preserved in the way that, you know, they choose to do it. “ Hannah Bellamy
“Self-determination really, to be able to be whoever you want to be without any forms of judgement, without any barriers. I think truly the Ways of Working of the Institute, when I first read them, I was like, wow, it's just put into words what people feel, and I think the ability to just be able to sit and listen and not come into things with an agenda is powerful. As June and everyone puts it, the Institute is you, so I think especially for younger generations, if they say no, these are our priorities and then that's the Institute's priorities. The Institute needs to be evolving for women and girls. So, yeah, I'm excited for the future.” Zara Maddigan 
“I dream that poverty and homelessness will be addressed and young people coming through will have the opportunity to live in a safe environment where employment barriers are not so hard for people to get a job.” Cheryl Ah Kit
“I would love to see our Aboriginal women leading our communities, leading on caring for Country, not just managing Country and not just managing community, but caring for Country and caring for community... Something that gives me hope right now is seeing our young people thrive and our Elders healing. That, to me, is the most beautiful hope in the world. And a message I'd like to share is to all communities, across Australia, and to Indigenous women across the world is to honour each other, honour the love and the gentle strength that we have. Gentleness is not our vulnerability, it's our strength. There have been clear processes that have brought us here as a group, but I also know that our ancestors have spoken and brought us together, and I want to thank them. I want to thank my grandmother, my mother and my daughters, and I also want to thank all the women here who have brought their love from their communities and their wisdom as well.” Bianca McNeair
[bookmark: _Toc239925994]What emerged
The Program was not designed around predetermined outcomes. We created time in communities, across urban, rural and remote settings, and trusted what would emerge through women’s knowing and sensing. The Program was designed to hold space and enable women to speak their truths and knowledges.
Alongside the (re)emergence of sustainability definitions, processes and concepts that were shared throughout the journey, six interconnected themes surfaced:
1. [bookmark: _Toc239925995]Sustainability necessitates intergenerational action
We reflected on sustainability as a long-term process that requires many hands, hearts and voices contributing in different ways to the collective movement. We shared stories about our parents and grandparents and their role in this journey caring for Country and community, and imbuing these values in future generations. 
In community, we listened deeply to Elders, cried with mothers, and laughed with the little ones. Young ones sat contently on laps listening to our stories or chased us around trying to get our attention. It reminded many of us of our youthful energy and our young ones back home. We felt privileged to be part of their journey and have them share in ours. 
“As a mother, I always make sure that what I’m doing now is helping to set up my children and grandchildren. But looking back at my mother and grandmother and how they worked, I believe they worked in the same way, always looking after your kids, grandkids and great grannies. That’s just what we do as Indigenous women. And I think those innate abilities to look forward and project our futures is really important” Joanne Hill
“There is this concept… it's like a diminishing environment where the next generation, what we have now is their standard, and so this is what they think is what we go back to, but five years ago, we had so much more, but we've cleared fields, we've poisoned rivers, but conceptually, they never got to experience that, and so with a changing climate it's quite important, to be able to show that it's not just going back to this point in time, but we need to really be pushing to get back to a state where the environment can be healthy again. And, you know, we can still have snow seasons and polar bears don't die. We can still have autumn and rain.” Hannah Bellamy
“I think the future generation coming up now is incredibly inspiring, very, very strong, but also have such a unique perspective. And also, I really think that we should be elevating our future generations so their voices are heard because we all know we experience things differently, but especially for them with, you know, the media, social media, how that impacts into life, into culture, families and dynamics, so I truly hope that it's a more open space for young people. I think if we mobilise the future generations, we'll be in very good hands.” Zara Maddigan
2. [bookmark: _Toc239925996]Family and Country shape how we show up in the world
We all shared the stories of what brought us here, who our mob are, where our Countries are, how our family lead us here, and what they taught us. What deeply resonated about these stories was that how we envisioned sustainability was not only tied to the environment, but as feeling connected and strong in family, and learning from family to create thriving, healthy and safe systems around us. Sustainability is in the behaviours and actions we take, in the lessons we learn, and the honouring of family and more-than-human family, Country.
“My experience personally is in Tasmania, my family situation down there… my Nanny, when she was still alive, very much presented as an Aboriginal woman, but refused to discuss anything of the matter. So, it's been a lot of, I guess, relearning and my thoughts, my position, is that you don't choose to be Aboriginal. I think it's easier for some people who are white passing to choose to turn away from that identity. But you are Aboriginal or you're not. And you know, people have a right to make the decision for their life, which is, you know, the best one for them. What I'm trying to do in my family is try and get those that are open to it to come back to our identity. There's been some interest, some people aren’t interested…but being able to reach out also to some of my friends who are Aboriginal in Tasmania and then being welcomed into those spaces has been really wonderful.” Hannah Bellamy
“My mum and my dad have played a big part [how I show up in the world]. Not only me as a strong woman, but also me as a strong Indigenous woman through arts, through caring for Country and just for having a voice. I would also say it extends to my sister… And the fact that I have all three of those right behind me. That's what drives me to be who I am today.” Jaeda Lenoy
“I remember growing up and watching my mum doing all these inspirational things. And, you know, in her travels, she's been to some remarkable places and touched so many lives, and I think this being here is really had me reflect on all the great things that she's done in her life. She's obviously no longer with me, but I always feel her presence. So she's really influenced and shaped who I am. She's always told me I can be whatever I want and do whatever I want and don't ever let anyone say no or tell you or tell you that you couldn't do anything. But she also taught me that if you want something in life, you got to work hard for it. And I think this, where I am today, is a result of that very wise piece of advice. And I've certainly worked hard to get where I am today. That's for sure. Don't take anything for granted because I know I'll put in the hard work. But with that, you know, I couldn't be doing this without the support of my husband and what he does in keeping our family together and ensuring that I have the time and space to pursue my interests and he’d be back home and looking after the kids and, you know, keeping the house intact. Also my father, he was a quiet achiever in our family, but the resilience that he demonstrated throughout his life, his courage, his protection, all those things you learn off those even if it's not been spoken to you. Those are the unspoken words. So very grateful for the life that I've had and the upbringing that I've had.” Joanne Hill
3. [bookmark: _Toc239925997]Gender Justice is sustainability
Women’s voices and care work have been made invisible in the patriarchal systems that govern our lives, but it is these matriarchal ways of knowing, doing, and being that keep our communities and Countries strong and thriving. 
With PEREMPUAN AMAN, Devi shared stories of visiting communities and talking to the community leaders, saying ‘who is planting the crops, who is choosing which crops to plant, who understands the season cycles, who is teaching our young ones? The answer is always women. Without women at the decision-making table, how do you know you are making the right decisions for the wellbeing of the community? How can you exclude people with the deep knowledge of care and nurture?’ It is in this advocacy for gender justice that the invisibility of care work becomes visible. When we talk about systems change, this is an obvious necessity.  
When we learnt from Threads of Life, it was women who understood the seasons, the plants and the steps to maintain gardens and create dye and textiles. This is true for many of our communities back home. Many of these knowledges were lost with modern practices, and with it, many communities lost how to read and understand seasonality and the value of plants. Threads of Life’s foundation is revitalising these important knowledges and practices. We became part of this process, connecting with indigo and tamarind producing dyes in blues and yellows, thinking about those plants in the colours we see in our everyday lives; and we see the practices mirrored in the plants we use for art, medicine and culture at home.
“When I think about sustainability and gender justice, I think about the knowledge that our Aboriginal women have had taken from us. We've been told we have no woman's business and to me we need gender justice. We need to have our women acknowledged and supported to take care of Country, to take care of nesting sites, to take care of nursery sites, to be able to nurture not only our youth but also our young life on Country.” Bianca McNeair
“I think as women, we are conditioned to not feel like we can take up space or not feel like it's our place to speak or that we aren't strong or we don't have the ability to be leaders or we don't have the ability to have what we want to say be listened and taken forward. But being amongst all the women here in the variety of fields that people work and occupy, working or sitting with PEREMPUAN AMAN and seeing the passion there, I feel like women are standing up.” Hannah Bellamy
“For us as women, we need to start taking the lead on these issues and these challenges because our men have had an opportunity. Unfortunately, at times they've copped a lot, and from a women's perspective, we are able to approach things in a different way and have that nurturing and longevity approach.” Joanne Hill
“To be a First Nations woman is one of the greatest gifts that you could have, I would say. We have a deeper connection to the Country. We have a deeper connection to our people. And also, the way that we do our beliefs or how we do our storytelling or even how we walk upon Country is so different from anyone else, especially with the dream time. There's so many spirits of creation or spirits of gathering, hunting, like lightning gods, that type of stuff that is so personalised to each individual group, but then also to the Nation. And the fact that we can call upon more beliefs and more traditions or different ways of passage instead of just the one. That's a big thing. And also because we're part of one of the oldest living Indigenous cultures in the world, and to be a part of that in such a modern time is like such an opportunity. It shows the strength of what happened to us in the society that, you know, tried to make us go extinct.” Jaeda Lenoy
4. [bookmark: _Toc239925998]Change ripples outwards
Throughout the journey, many of us took pause at different moments to consider what an experience this is to take in new environments, new smells and tastes, new language, new learnings. The program held so many moments, big and small, that created deep impacts on our bodies, hearts and minds, that have instilled in us deep knowing and learning that will stay with us to share outwards wherever we can. It is in all of us that we have the power to hold and influence kindness, teach lessons that resonate meaningful change, shift perspectives, advocate, act, and fight for what we know is right. Programs like the Knowledge Exchange Program, and the people we bring into our spaces, have the power to make waves. 
“I think that even just the fact that, if this program didn't exist, we wouldn't be here, our connection, we may never have crossed paths… You think about how one idea creates this life experience, and it will be life changing, I think for us all. There are so many other women out there and gender-diverse people who deserve this opportunity. And they deserve those connections with those other people that you know are out there as well. And from those connections, new ideas growing these spaces are so important because they just allow for really organic, vulnerable conversations. And they could just be a passing comment as, you know, someone's going to dinner or we're getting a taxi, which really stimulates this, great change movement. And yeah, without them we're stuck in the same old structures and they're not working.” Hannah Bellamy
“There's a lot of things that I want to see in the future in terms of what our young people are doing or even people my age will be doing in the future. And I guess the biggest part of it is getting that recognition, whether that's through getting documentation done, whether it's through film, general movement or if it's starting a ripple effect in your workplace. Recognition, acceptance, and also just understanding that you don't have to be in a position of power to create that type of trigger of movement or trigger of conversation. You just need to speak to the right people and to have such a big belief about whatever you want to talk about. So, you know, don't talk about something that you don't know. Talk about something that you do and that you fully support with your heart and that if someone were to ask you about it, you could yarn for ages.” Jaeda Lenoy
5. [bookmark: _Toc239925999]Our fight for rights is an international movement, we face the same systems of oppression in both similar and differing ways
Many of the yarns we shared spoke to violence, oppression and political systems that undermine Indigenous and women’s rights. We cried with families who’ve had people disappeared and murdered, and felt angry with women who’ve tried to have their voices heard, but with no effect. We listened to the decades of advocacy, both within and outside the formal government channels, and reflected on our journeys at home. This was deeply felt in conversations and travelling around Indonesia as our movements corresponded with national public and student-led protesting against inequality and government policy. At the same time, checking the news at home, we saw violence erupting from ‘March for Australia’ rallies and counter protests. These parallels of social unrest and fractured systems held heavy in our chests.
“The communities, meeting PEREMPUAN AMAN – I think to me that was a massive highlight, and just be able to hear their stories, like their heart, what they they're fighting for and the differences. But I feel like within the differences, we still saw so many similarities. It's just different contexts. So, yeah, meeting the communities, just how warm everyone was and how welcoming they were, I don't think I've ever experienced anything like that, that was amazing.” Zara Maddigan 
“Bringing it back to that political part, they've been fighting since, you know, since early 2000s or even before that. And the fact that there's been this continued pressure and [with the Indonesian government] like, “we'll look at [the Bill for Indigenous rights], we'll do this, we'll do that”. And then when the time comes to actually do that, they don't, and to see that even though that happens in Australia, the fact that we're seeing here in Indonesia where the [Indigenous] population makes almost 30% of Indonesia's whole population as a total in comparison to Australia that's 4%. That has been the most mind-blowing thing and the fact that it still happens today with murders, with putting people in jail, obstruction of Indigenous rights because of Western businesses, the political standoff. To actually see it in person and to see it actively happening not only in the communities, but in the capitals and even in like touristy spots like Bali. That's been something that I can really learn from in terms of the communication that needs to happen, what they need to actually fuel the fire to get to that end line instead of just seeing it from afar. That's been the biggest thing.” Jaeda Lenoy
“It's been the best opportunity to not only meet with these people and to discuss things that are of importance to us both, but also to share what's happening, like who we are and where we're from.  And I guess that's also because we haven't been documented in the way that we should be. And that's not just us as Indigenous Australians, but First Nations people are all across the world. There's, you know, there will never be enough documentation about us because there's so much about us and so many things to consider.” Jaeda Lenoy
6. [bookmark: _Toc239926000]Leading with gentle strength
Reflecting on our role as women, we shared the values and strength learnt from our matriarchs. We rallied around the strength of our identities and the influence we have as mothers, sisters, aunties and friends. Whether we have big networks with a strong voice, or close networks with someone to yarn to, we have power to nurture change. 
“Being a First Nations woman to me means being strong, being resilient and having a gentle strength that's been passed down by many, many matriarchs. Being a First Nations woman is a responsibility. It's a huge part of what brings our community and culture together. First Nations women have a holistic way of looking after Country and community that is vital for going forward in the future with climate crises today. I've had many matriarchs shape my life and the way I see the world. From my grandmother to my Nana's, to my mother, but also to my sisters as well. I've learned so much and I'm always learning from them. And the one thing that I've learnt is to be yourself, always show up as yourself, as your true self and never try to be somebody that you're not.” Bianca McNeair
“It's been a lot of (re)learning and I guess holding again with my place in the world and being a white presenting Aboriginal person, I have considerable privilege. And so being able to again advocate for those that don't, I hold that quite firmly in my heart.  So, lots of lessons in learning and being quiet. And, maybe it's not so much my place to speak to experience, but it's to hold a door open for those that, you know, really have lived that experience and it's their time to, you know, be able to take up some space.” Hannah Bellamy
“We're all different ages, come from different places across Australia, but deep down we all have that similar connection of struggle and identity and realising our Indigenous worth with the Australian – white Australian community, and the challenges around that.  But I think the biggest learning for me is we all share the same undertones in those challenges and perspectives. And what we need to do as women, because we're quite strong, is to band together and actually work on tangible ways of, you know, strategising and overcoming a lot of those issues. And we can't do it by ourselves; we need to spread the word like PEREMPUAN AMAN. Collectively, we can do it together, but we need to take those steps to make sure that it's done in the right way for our own reasons, not for the reasons of the government or to make anyone else happy.” Joanne Hill
[bookmark: _Toc239926001]Journeying forward
Our journey is dynamic and led by the transformational knowledge and learnings shared by First Nations women, girls and gender-diverse peoples in Australia and Indigenous communities abroad. This Knowledge Exchange Program added to our understanding of sustainability and climate resilience, reiterating that Indigenous women, near and far, caring for water, desert, mountain, forest Country, and anywhere between, all hold knowledges that nurture sustainable practices that enable family, communities and nature to be healthy and strong. In gathering, sharing and celebrating, and making space for this knowledge to be heard, we are strong. 
This means continuing engagement with First Nations women on local, regional and international scales, addressing the systemic challenges that women face whilst building up the confidence for women, girls and gender-diverse peoples to speak to their truth. Mobilising women across these frontiers will be an intergenerational journey, but one that is necessary and just. It is rooted in care and peacebuilding; garners new tools, resources and frameworks for capturing knowledge and data; and is led by practice, research, advocacy, and movement building. Our delegates shared this journey forward clearly:
“I think the Institute going forward, what I see, is them helping to create regional hubs or hubs of Indigenous women's collectives similar to what we've got started in the southwest of WA and the Kimberley. So, I'm hoping in the next two years we would have at least another ten collectives of women across Australia. And you know, as we start forming these little dots across the map, they all are going to start joining together and before we know it the whole of Australia is going to be part of the Institute and have their own collectives that will support that access into the Institute for their women.” Joanne Hill
“The Institute standing alone and being able to empower groups, this is how I think could be an effective way with different chapters. So you're not instructing Indigenous communities and women what to do from a central platform. You're giving the tools and the knowledge and the abilities for these people to govern themselves and to – because all issues are different.  Australia is a very large continent with many varied landscapes and, and lots of social and environmental issues. And so, you can't dictate, you know, how Indigenous women are going to handle problems in their own communities. But by empowering them to be able to come up with the ideas themselves whilst having a safe space for people to lean on and to be able to refer back to instead of having to go it alone, the Institute could be really effective.” Hannah Bellamy
“The Institute has a position and a voice to speak to these mob, from all ages, about what the future is and where we need to be in that future, whether we need to be on the frontlines or whether we need to go over to a certain community or certain area in order to support those people who are speaking up. Wiyi Yani U Thangani, I hear it everywhere. It's something that's just started up and has taken the world by wildfire. It's something that has been a movement for years now, and you have so many people that are working together to come up with this idea of what the Institute is and what it can do and who it can see and who it can yarn to. That drive to use its voice to actually yarn to people about it.  And I think also, even though Wiyi Yani U Thangani is women's voices, I know so many men, boys, and Elders who also speak highly about it. And it just shows you as well that you're not limited to one particular group, you can branch out to anything.” Jaeda Lenoy
“I think breaking down the barriers for women and young girls and being a voice for Aboriginal women and Torres Strait Islander women, and young women, and a resource that anybody can have access to. Australia needs to support women's voices as a collective across the globe.” Cheryl Ah Kit
“The Institute has a very important role in elevating Aboriginal women to care for Country. Aboriginal women, we struggle in our communities. We are the lowest socioeconomic bracket that you can get, and yet we are responsible for a lot of things in our community to survive, and I think the Institute has a very important role at communicating that at a research level, communicating that across those top-level organisations that need it to be explained to them – they need to see where Aboriginal women have the care that is necessary to go forward in society and in climate as it is today.” Bianca McNeair
“I think if we were to replicate these types of programs, it would be really nice to look at our other partnering neighbours as well in New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and the Pacific nations because we have similar principles I suppose in terms of culture and similar ways of doing things.” Joanne Hill
These descriptions actions to take forward in our journey for First Nations Gender Justice are also shared in the Wiyi Yani U Thangani Strategic Plan (2026-2030) across our three priority areas. To learn more, read the Plan and explore our projects on our website: www.wiyiyaniuthangani.com.au 
We look forward to walking this journey with you.
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We acknowledge and pay respects to all First Nations peoples, lands, waters, and skies across the continent, as Institute staff work remotely from city, coast and bush.
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