
Why Would a Child Need a Tooth Extraction? 
Hearing that your child may need a tooth removed can catch you off guard. Many parents wonder why an 
extraction is necessary, whether the procedure will hurt, and how losing a tooth could affect their child’s 
developing smile. 

At Just 4 kiDDS Dentistry for Children, we understand those concerns. Our goal is to preserve natural 
teeth whenever possible. However, there are situations when removing a damaged, infected, crowded, or 
stubborn tooth is the healthiest choice for a child. 

A pediatric tooth extraction can relieve pain, stop an infection, protect nearby teeth, or make room for 
permanent teeth to grow into better positions. The right recommendation depends on your child’s age, 
dental development, symptoms, and the condition of the tooth. 

We always begin with a careful examination before recommending treatment. Parents who are concerned 
about a painful, damaged, or unusual-looking tooth can learn more about our tooth extraction services or 
schedule an evaluation with our pediatric dental team. 

Common Reasons a Child May Need a Tooth Extraction 

Children can need teeth removed for several different reasons. Some extractions involve damaged baby 
teeth, while others help guide the development of permanent teeth. 

The most common reasons include severe tooth decay, infection, dental trauma, crowding, retained baby 
teeth, and orthodontic concerns. Our pediatric dentists evaluate the complete situation rather than looking 
at one tooth in isolation. 

We consider whether the tooth can be restored, how soon a baby tooth would naturally fall out, whether a 
permanent tooth is developing underneath it, and how treatment may affect the rest of your child’s smile. 

Severe Tooth Decay That Cannot Be Repaired 

Cavities are common in children, but many can be treated before extraction becomes necessary. A 
smaller area of decay may be repaired with a filling, while a more damaged tooth may sometimes be 
protected with a crown. 

However, decay can eventually destroy too much of the tooth for a restoration to remain stable. When the 
structure has broken down significantly, removing the tooth may be safer than leaving a weak or painful 
tooth in place. 

We may also recommend extraction when decay extends beneath the gumline or leaves too little healthy 
tooth structure to support a filling or crown. 

Parents can learn how we diagnose and restore decay through our dental fillings & cavities services. 
When enough healthy structure remains, treatment may allow us to preserve the tooth rather than remove 
it. 

https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/tooth-extractions
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/cavities


Infection Inside or Around the Tooth 

Untreated decay can move through the enamel and dentin until it reaches the soft tissue inside the tooth. 
This tissue contains nerves and blood vessels, which is why deep decay may cause significant sensitivity 
or pain. 

An infected tooth may also lead to: 

●​ Swelling in the gums or face 
●​ A pimple-like bump near the gumline 
●​ Pain while chewing 
●​ Sensitivity that lingers 
●​ A bad taste in the mouth 
●​ Fever or changes in behavior 
●​ Difficulty sleeping because of discomfort 

Depending on the tooth and the extent of the infection, we may be able to treat the inner tissue with root 
canals & pulpotomies. A pulpotomy is commonly called a baby root canal and may help preserve a 
primary tooth when decay has reached its pulp. 

When the infection is too extensive, the tooth cannot be restored predictably, or keeping it would threaten 
surrounding tissues, extraction may provide the safest path forward. 

Removing an infected tooth can relieve discomfort and keep the infection from spreading to nearby teeth, 
gums, bone, or a developing permanent tooth. 

A Broken or Seriously Injured Tooth 

Children are active, and dental injuries can happen during sports, playground activities, falls, bicycle 
accidents, or everyday play. 

A chipped tooth does not automatically need to be removed. Many damaged teeth can be smoothed, 
repaired, monitored, or restored with dental crowns. 

Extraction may become necessary when a tooth is split below the gumline, severely loosened, displaced, 
or damaged beyond repair. The treatment decision also depends on whether the injured tooth is a baby 
tooth or a permanent tooth. 

A dental injury should be evaluated promptly, even when a child does not appear to be in severe pain. 
Damage beneath the surface may not be visible without an examination and dental X-rays. 

Our emergency team can discuss your child’s symptoms, determine how quickly an examination is 
needed, and plan the appropriate next step. The practice identifies knocked-out teeth, swelling, 
toothaches, fractures, missing restorations, and gumline abscesses as situations that may require urgent 
attention. 

https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/root-canals-pulpotomies
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/root-canals-pulpotomies
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/crowns
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/emergency


A Baby Tooth That Will Not Fall Out 

Baby teeth usually loosen and fall out as permanent teeth move into place. Sometimes, however, a 
primary tooth remains firmly attached even though the adult tooth has started erupting behind or in front 
of it. 

Parents often describe this as a “shark tooth” because the child appears to have two rows of teeth. 

In some cases, the baby tooth loosens naturally once the permanent tooth begins pushing through. In 
other cases, it stays in place and prevents the adult tooth from moving into a better position. 

The practice notes that stubborn baby teeth may need to be removed so permanent teeth can move into 
the space. 

We evaluate how loose the baby tooth is, where the adult tooth is erupting, and whether waiting is likely to 
resolve the situation. When extraction is appropriate, removing the retained tooth can give the permanent 
tooth a clearer path. 

Crowding or Lack of Room for Permanent Teeth 

A child’s jaw may not have enough space for every permanent tooth to emerge in a healthy position. 
Teeth can become crowded, overlap, or erupt at an angle when available space is limited. 

One of the most common reasons children need extractions is to create room for larger adult teeth. 

Removing a selected tooth may be part of a broader plan to improve alignment, guide eruption, or 
prepare for orthodontic treatment. This decision is made carefully because every tooth affects the position 
of neighboring teeth. 

Our pediatric dentists monitor jaw growth, tooth eruption, spacing, and bite development during routine 
visits. When early intervention may help, we can discuss expanders & pre-orthodontia and determine 
whether additional room can be created through growth guidance or whether extraction should be 
considered. 

An Extra Tooth or a Tooth Blocking Normal Eruption 

Some children develop an extra tooth, also known as a supernumerary tooth. An extra tooth may remain 
beneath the gums or appear in an unusual part of the mouth. 

It may not cause a problem in every case. However, removal may be recommended if it: 

●​ Blocks a permanent tooth from erupting 
●​ Pushes nearby teeth out of position 
●​ Causes crowding 
●​ Interferes with the bite 
●​ Creates an area that is difficult to clean 
●​ Contributes to cysts or other complications 

https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/expanders-pre-orthodontia


Dental X-rays help us see the location of an extra tooth and its relationship to developing permanent 
teeth. This allows us to plan treatment at the safest and most useful time. 

A Tooth That Is Interfering With Orthodontic Treatment 

Occasionally, an orthodontic plan requires one or more teeth to be removed so the remaining teeth can 
move into healthier positions. 

This is not recommended simply to create a perfectly straight appearance. The goal is to support a 
functional bite, adequate spacing, and a result that fits the child’s jaw and facial development. 

When an extraction is connected to orthodontic care, we coordinate the timing carefully. Removing a tooth 
too early or too late could affect how neighboring teeth shift or how permanent teeth erupt. 

What Happens Before a Pediatric Tooth Extraction? 

Before recommending an extraction, we examine the tooth, gums, bite, and surrounding area. Dental 
X-rays may be needed to evaluate the roots, bone, infection, and developing teeth beneath the surface. 

We also review: 

●​ Your child’s medical and dental history 
●​ Current medications 
●​ Allergies 
●​ Previous experiences with dental care 
●​ Anxiety level 
●​ Ability to cooperate comfortably 
●​ The expected timing of permanent tooth eruption 

We explain why removal is being considered and whether another treatment could preserve the tooth. 
Parents should understand the reason for the procedure, what will happen during the appointment, and 
what care may be needed afterward. 

Routine cleanings & exams give us the opportunity to catch decay, eruption problems, and developmental 
changes earlier. Early detection may increase the number of treatment options available and reduce the 
likelihood that a child will need urgent care. 

Will a Tooth Extraction Hurt My Child? 

We take comfort seriously. Before removing a tooth, we numb the tooth and the surrounding area with 
local anesthetic. The practice’s extraction process includes numbing the area before the dentist applies 
the controlled pressure needed to remove the tooth. 

A child may notice pressure or movement, but the area should not feel sharp pain once it is fully numb. 

Children vary widely in how they respond to treatment. Some feel comfortable with local anesthetic and 
reassurance, while others need additional support because of age, anxiety, sensory sensitivities, 
treatment complexity, or previous dental experiences. 

https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/cleaning-exams


Our sedation dentistry options include nitrous oxide, in-office oral sedation, and general anesthesia when 
appropriate. The dentist considers the child’s anxiety, ability to cooperate, and required treatment when 
selecting an option. 

Sedation is never approached as a one-size-fits-all service. We recommend the level of support that fits 
the child’s individual needs and allows care to be completed safely. 

What Happens After the Tooth Is Removed? 

After an extraction, a blood clot forms in the socket and protects the healing area. The gums then begin 
closing over the site. 

Parents may notice pale or white tissue as the area heals. This is often part of the normal healing process 
rather than a sign of infection. 

We provide specific aftercare instructions based on the tooth, the procedure, and your child’s health. 
Recommendations may include choosing soft foods temporarily, protecting the treatment area, and 
monitoring the site for unusual pain, swelling, bleeding, or other concerns. 

Parents should follow the instructions provided by our team rather than relying on general advice. Every 
extraction is different, and your child’s recommended care may depend on the location of the tooth and 
the complexity of the procedure. 

Will My Child Need a Space Maintainer? 

A space maintainer may be recommended when a baby tooth is removed well before the permanent tooth 
is ready to erupt. 

Baby teeth do more than help children eat and speak. They also hold space for adult teeth. If a primary 
molar is lost early, neighboring teeth may drift into the opening and make it harder for the permanent tooth 
to emerge correctly. 

A space maintainers appliance holds the area open until the adult tooth begins growing in. Without that 
support, surrounding teeth may crowd the space and contribute to future orthodontic concerns. 

Not every child needs one. We consider which tooth was removed, the child’s age, the stage of dental 
development, and how soon the replacement tooth is expected. 

When Should Parents Call a Pediatric Dentist? 

Contact us when your child has ongoing tooth pain, facial swelling, a visibly damaged tooth, a gumline 
bump, unusual sensitivity, or difficulty eating. 

You should also arrange an evaluation when: 

●​ A permanent tooth is erupting beside a baby tooth 
●​ A baby tooth remains in place longer than expected 
●​ A tooth becomes dark after an injury 

https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/sedation-dentistry
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/space-maintainers


●​ Your child complains that a tooth feels loose after an accident 
●​ A cavity appears to be getting larger 
●​ Pain wakes your child at night 
●​ Swelling or fever develops with dental symptoms 

These signs do not always mean an extraction is necessary. They do mean the tooth should be evaluated 
so we can identify the cause and discuss appropriate treatment. 

Pediatric Tooth Extractions in Idaho Falls and Pocatello 

Families deserve clear answers when a child may need dental treatment. At Just 4 kiDDS Dentistry for 
Children, we care for infants, children, preteens, and teenagers in an environment designed around their 
comfort and development. 

Our team provides preventive, restorative, emergency, orthodontic, and sedation services at our Idaho 
Falls office and Pocatello office. 

We also welcome families who are searching for a long-term pediatric dental home. Visit become our 
patient to learn what parents and children can expect when joining our practice. 

Protect Your Child’s Comfort and Growing Smile 

A tooth extraction is never our automatic first choice. When a tooth can be restored safely and 
predictably, we consider the available options. When removal is the healthier decision, we make the 
process as clear, comfortable, and child-friendly as possible. 

Treating a damaged or infected tooth promptly can relieve pain, prevent complications, and protect 
nearby teeth. Removing a retained or poorly positioned tooth can also help permanent teeth develop with 
fewer obstacles. 

Don’t wait for discomfort to become severe. Contact Just 4 kiDDS Dentistry for Children to schedule an 
evaluation in Idaho Falls or Pocatello. We’ll examine your child’s smile, explain what we find, and 
recommend care based on their individual needs. 

Related Questions 

How long does a pediatric tooth extraction appointment take? 

The timing depends on the tooth, its roots, its location, and your child’s comfort needs. We explain the 
expected appointment length after examining the tooth. 

Can a child return to school after a tooth extraction? 

Some children can return quickly, while others benefit from resting for the remainder of the day. We 
provide recommendations based on the procedure and any sedation used. 

https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/idaho-falls-pediatric-dentist
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/idaho-falls-pediatric-dentist
https://just4kiddspocatello.com/
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/become-our-patient
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/become-our-patient
https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/contact


Can permanent teeth be extracted in children? 

Yes, but permanent tooth removal is recommended only when clinically necessary, such as for severe 
damage, infection, crowding, or an orthodontic treatment plan. 

Does dental insurance cover a child’s tooth extraction? 

Coverage varies by plan and the reason for treatment. Our team can help families review benefits, and 
parents can also visit insurance accepted for general practice information. 

https://www.just4kiddsdentistry.com/insurance-accepted
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