


EU certification 
methodologies

QUALITY criteria

• Quantification

• Additionality

• Liability

• Sustainability

Commission 
establishes certification 

methodologies in 
consultation with expert 

group

Certification 
process

Private and public 
certification schemes 

recognised by the 
Commission 

Independent 
certification bodies to 

issue

• Audit reports

• Certificate of compliance

• Group audits possible

Certification 
registries and 

Union-wide CRCF 
registry from 2028

Publicly accessible 
information on 

activities and operators

• Audit reports

• Certificates of compliance

Quantity and status of 
certified units

•Permanent carbon removals unit

•Carbon farming sequestration unit

•Soil emissions reduction unit

•Carbon storage in products unit

The three pillars of the CRCF framework



Timeline

Regulation - EU - 2024/3012 - EN - EUR-Lex

2028 Start of EU registry

2027 First projects can start

2026
Adoption of certification methodologies for permanent removals (Q1), carbon farming (Q2) and 
carbon storage in buildings (Q3/4)

Ongoing work on forest management & livestock

Recognition of certification schemes

2025
Adoption of rules for certification schemes, registries, and verification by independent third parties

Preparation of certification methodologies

2024 Entry into force of CRCF Regulation - EU - 2024/3012 - EN - EUR-Lex

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202403012


Pillar 1: certification methodologies

Carbon 
Farming

Agriculture 
and 

agroforestry 
on mineral 

soils

Rewetting and 
restoration of 
of peatlands 
and of other 
organic soils

Afforestation

Carbon 
storage in 
products

Carbon storage 
in buildings

Permanent 
removals

Biogenic 
emissions with 
Carbon Capture 

and Storage 
(BioCCS) 

Direct Air 
Capture and 

Storage 
(DACCS)

Biochar 

Developed together with an 
expert group

First set of methodologies 
expected to be adopted in 

2026

Work started on 
methodologies for

•Improved forest management

•Livestock emission reductions

•Enhanced rock weathering

•Ocean Alkalinity Enhancement

•Carbonation / mineralisation



Pillar 1: certification methodologies

19/02/2026

End of public 
consultation

17-19/03/2026
Carbon 
Farming 
Summit

23/04/2026

(date TBC)

Presentation of 
final Delegated 
Act to Expert 

Group

Q2 2026

(TBC)

Adoption

Q3 2026
(TBC)

Entry into force



Pillar 2: certification process

• Implementing Regulation adopted on 21 

November 2025 

• It establishes certification rules for:

➢ Operation of certification schemes

➢ Certification bodies

➢ Auditing

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502358

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502358
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502358
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502358
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502358
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202502358


Pillar 2: certification process

Q4 If positive assessment, Commission’s Decision recognizing the scheme for X yrs

Q2-Q3

Commission assessment of applications checking compliance with: 

Implementing Regulation 2025/2358

Relevant CRCF methodology(y)ies

April - onwards
Schemes apply (by email) for recognition to DG CLIMA:

1) completed Assessment Protocol + 2) all relevant scheme’s documents

April 2026 
DG CLIMA publishes on its website: 

A) Call for schemes (open-ended), B) Assessment Protocol (questionnaire)

Scope of recognition For one or more certification methodologies that already entered into force 



Pillar 3: CRCF registry

• The Mission Soil is funding two projects, OGCR and CAFAMORE, looking
into specific attributes for the carbon farming registry (e.g. issues of 
allocation, traceability, double counting between scope 3 reporting & credits)

• Commission is running a pilot project to develop technical guidelines



Pillar 3: CRCF registry

Draft 
technical

guidelines

For the integration
of schemes’ 

registries with the
CRCF Registry

Draft 
technical

requirements

For a Proof of 
Concept version 

of the CRCF 
Registry

Test phase

to help refine the 
guidelines & 

inform the final 
specifications for 

the CRCF registry

Connector

Develop a 
connector that will

help schemes
implement the 

technical
guidelines



CRCF: Next steps

Create an EU 
Buyers’ Club
• 21-22 May 2026: CRCF days

Review
CRCF
• Include livestock?

• Align with scope-3 reporting
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