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Introductory Information
How did you learn about the Rosalynn Carter Fellowship for Mental Health Journalism in Ireland, in partnership with Shine?
	



Are you a citizen and/or legal resident of the Republic of Ireland? 
Yes ☐                                           No ☐

Do you have at least three years of experience as a journalist or working directly in journalism? 
The three years must not include student experience, blogging, public relations or academic publishing.
Yes ☐                                              No ☐

Are you eligible to travel to the United States?
Yes ☐                                              No ☐




Will you be available to travel to the mandatory Fellowship Training Meetings at the beginning and end of the fellowship year at The Carter Centre? Including travel time, this trip lasts approximately 4-5 days.  The 2026 dates are September 14th – 17th 
Yes ☐	 No ☐

I confirm that, if awarded, the stipend will be awarded directly to me (the fellow) and that I will oversee and allocate this stipend for the duration of the fellowship. 
This applies even where a fellow may decide to move job/organisation during the fellowship year.
Yes ☐	 No ☐

I understand that if I do not complete the fellowship training or deliver my project, I may not receive the entirety of my stipend.
Yes ☐	 No ☐

Your Contact Information

Full name of applicant(s): 
	



Email address: 
	



Contact number: 
	



Current address: 
	



Additional Information
Social Media handles (if applicable): 
Include other social media if available.
	X:

	LinkedIn:

	Instagram:

	Bluesky:



Current employer/position and/or freelance:
	



Media type:
If you work across various media, please tick all boxes that apply.
☐  Television
☐  Radio 
☐  Print
☐  Digital 
☐  Other – please specify below: 
	



Years of experience working in media and journalism:
☐  3-5 years
☐  6-10 years
☐  11-15 years
☐  16-20 years
☐  20+ years

Please provide a short biography, including notable projects, accomplishments, and awards. Fellow biographies will be made available on the Shine and Carter Center websites and in fellowship documents. 
Max 300 words.
	




















If you have previously worked on mental health-related projects, please provide details below:
	








Please provide a brief summary of your proposed fellowship project:
In a few words or one sentence, please describe the issue you would like to report on.
	






If selected, where would this project be published/broadcast? Give as much detail as possible on proposed platforms/ timeslots/ sections, etc.
	








Informal Essay
For 2026, mental health projects should incorporate at least one of the following themes: 
· Hearing voices
· Mental health recovery
· Traveller mental health stories
· Mental health among older people
· AI and mental illness
· Families and supporters


Your informal essay should be 1000 words or fewer and should: 
· Describe your reasons for applying for the fellowship, and what you hope to learn.
· Clearly outline your proposed project. This should include your expected project timeline, project design, and plan for project delivery, deliverables, and promotion.
· Discuss the significance and timeliness of your topic, particularly in an Irish context. 
· Describe the potential impact of the project, e.g. on audiences, attitudes, or policy.
· Discuss how you plan to include the voice of lived experience. This should be central to your fellowship work. 

	



























Additional Requirements
1. CV: Please attach a copy of an up-to-date CV to your email application. 

2. Work samples: Please submit TWO relevant work samples. At least one of the samples should be in the media format proposed for your project. Please attach your work samples in PDF format to your email submission.

For audio or video samples, please attach a PDF with relevant links to your work samples. If files are not currently online, please upload them to YouTube, Vimeo, or another platform, and include these links in a pdf. Clearly label the PDF and attach it to your email application. 

3. Headshot: Please attach a professional headshot to your email application. Winning fellows’ headshots will be made available on the Shine and Carter Center websites, in press releases, and in fellowship documents. 

4. Letter of Commitment: Each application requires one Letter of Commitment signed by the organisation who intends to publish/broadcast your fellowship project.  The Letter of Commitment can be downloaded from the Shine website. 

For detailed submission instructions, please see our Submission Instructions document on the Shine website.
All application items (application form, letter of commitment, work samples, professional photo, CV) must be submitted by the application deadline at midnight on 2nd June 2026. Please send your application form and accompanying items to media@shine.ie
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