Short Bio
Dr Laura de Harde is an artist, researcher, and curator based in Johannesburg, South Africa. She is an Associate Researcher at the School of the Arts, University of Pretoria and she manages the Joburg-based contemporary African Art gallery, Guns & Rain. Her doctoral and postdoctoral research focussed on uncovering marginalized contributions to knowledge production, drawing on archival and museum collections as her primary site of inquiry. She has held two solo exhibitions at the Ditsong National Museum of Cultural History (2022) and the Swakopmund Museum (2024), her articles have been published in journals and she was responsible for the editing and production of an award-winning publication (2022). 

Artist Statement
Through a visual engagement with archival materials and ‘women’s work’, I consider the representation of women in archives and historical documents and employ thread to further probe and disrupt the art/craft divide. I use my creative practice as a methodology to visually stand-in for and illuminate questions around impermanence, fragility, heritage, conservation, and preservation. Through a combination of printmaking and painting, I reproduce aspects of the photographs I employ as reference material, while simultaneously evading the subject, keeping aspects out of reach. The ink has been carefully selected because it ages and changes over time, it also bleeds into, and disrupts the surface, creating a visual representation of the fragility and vulnerability of the subject.

Socials
https://www.lauradeharde.com
https://www.instagram.com/laura.deharde/
https://www.facebook.com/LauradeHardeArtistword 
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