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GREEN COMMUNITIES

CANADA

Supporting the people and communities
most affected by climate change to prepare
and adapt to the current and future impacts. 

THE NEED

We support grassroots organizations across
the country, building the local capacity needed

to accelerate ambitious climate solutions.

THE APPROACH





FUNDERS & SUPPORTERS



WHAT IS A
MINI FOREST?
Miyawaki Forest Method of
afforestation

Soil preparation
Dense planting
Diverse locally-native species
Multilayered design (3-4: canopy, subcanopy,
understory, shrubs) 

Fast growing, dense, rapid naturalization process
that accelerates forest growth towards climax
forest communities.

Well suited to urban sites. 

50 year old Miyawaki forest in Japan
Photo credit: Heather Schibli, 2024



Increase Biodiversity Fast Growing Stormwater Infilitration Urban Cooling

Low Maintainance Carbon Sequestration Increase Green Space Improved Mental Health

MINI FOREST BENEFITS



OWNERSHIP

Public OR publicly accessible 

Accessible for maintenance

Supported by community​

SIZE

At least 100m2, to be

afforested with at least

300 trees​

Don’t need to be “walked

through”​

SITE HISTORY

Low risk of contamination​

BENEFICIARIES

In areas of need for greenspace​

Adjacent to underserved

communities ​

Able to install permanent

educational signage​

SITE SELECTION
CONSIDERATIONS



SNUNEYMUXW, BC

Photo credit: Snuneymuxw First Nation, 2024

Locations: Transitional housing site
Years: 2024
Size: 185 m2
Volunteers: 40
Plants: 1036



RICHMOND,  BC

Location: Terra Nova Rural Park, Garden
City Lands, Bridgeport Trail
Year: 2023, 2024, 2025
Size: 250m2, 100m2, 200m2
Volunteers: 180
Plants: 1337, 932, TBD

Photos credit: City of Richmond, 2023



LANGLEY,  BC

Photo credit: Langley Environmental Partners Society, 2025

Locations: Derek Doubleday
Arboretum, Gloucester Park
Years: 2023, 2025
Size: 200 m2
Volunteers: 64,  
Plants: 448



CALGARY,  AB

Location: Calgary Spiritual Living Centre,
Rocky Ridge Royal Oak Community
Association
Year: 2023, 2025
Size: 425 m2, 
Volunteers: 224
Plants: 1545

Photos credit: Calgary Climate Hub, 2023, 2025



ST.  THOMAS,  ON

Photos credit: City of St. Thomas, 2025

Location: Parish Park
Year: 2025
Size: 100m2
Volunteers: 55
Plants: 400



HAMILTON,  ON

Before After

Photos credit: City of Hamilton, 2023

Location: Johnson Tew Park, Albion Falls
Year: 2023, 2024
Volunteers: 28, 239
Plants: 5400



NEYAASHIINIGMIING,  ON

Photo credit: Bagida’waad Alliance, 2024

Location: Lakeshore Road
Year: 2024
Size: 100m2
Volunteers: 27
Plants: 300



GUELPH,  ON

Location: York Road Park
Year: 2023
Size: 500m2
Volunteers: 237
Plants: 1292 (623 trees, 495 shrubs, 165
flowers and grasses)

Photos credit: City of Guelph, 2023



SHERBROOKE,  QC

Photo credit: REVE Nourricier, 2025

Location: Conseil Sports Loisirs de
l’Estrie, Parc Léonard Cohen
Year: 2023, 2025
Size: 100m2, 150m2
Volunteers: 127
Plants: 1020



SAINT JOHN,  NB

Photos credit: ACAP Saint John, 2024

Location: Glen Falls
Year: 2024
Size: 100m2
Volunteers: 32
Plants: 438



MONCTON,  NB

Photo credit: Fundy Biosphere Region, 2024

Location: Decomissioned Landfill,
Fundy Biosphere Plant Nursery
Year: 2023, 2025
Size: 200m2, 250m2
Volunteers: 32
Plants: 1557



MINI FOREST
SOIL HEALTH
Windermere Basin Park in Hamilton, ON

Two Mini Forests planted by Green

Venture & the City of Hamilton

Vineland Research and Innovation Centre

collected soil samples from the mini

forests and the conventional planting

area

Both Mini Forests contained more

carbon in topsoil and subsoils than

baseline soil samples



2023 - 2025 Mini Forests/ Miyawaki Forest Plantings

MINI FORESTS  
ACAP Saint John | Saint John, NB
Bagida’waad Alliance | Bruce County, ON
Calgary Climate Hub | Calgary, AB
Carlton University | Ottawa, ON
City of Hamilton | Hamilton, ON
City of Guelph | Guelph, ON
City of Markham | Markham, ON
City of Richmond / Garden City Conservation Society | Richmond, BC
City of St. Thomas |  St. Thomas, ON
City of Welland | Welland, ON
Craig Kielburger Secondary School | Milton, ON
Credit Valley Conservation | Mississauga, ON
Eastview Public School | Toronto, ON
EnviroCentre | Ottawa, ON
Fundy Biosphere Reserve | Moncton, NB 
Grandmother's Voice | Oakville, ON
Gorge Waterway Action Society | Victoria, BC
GreenUp | Peterborough, ON
Green Venture | Hamilton, ON 
Halton District School Board | Halton, ON
Langley Environmental Partners | Langley, BC
Little Forests Durham | Uxbridge, ON
Little Forests Kingston | Kingston, ON
London Environment Network | London, ON
Oakville Green | Oakville, ON
Ontariogreen / Town of Lincoln | Lincoln, ON
Toronto Green Community / Rainscape TO | Toronto, ON 
ReForest London | London, ON 
REVE Nourricier | Sherbrooke, QC 
Seedlings Forest Education | Victoria, BC
Snuneymuxw Hulit Lelum First Nation | Snuneymuxw First Nation, BC

4545 mini forests across

5 5 different provinces

2323 communities in



MINI FORESTS  
2023-2025 IMPACTS

17
173,5003,500
53%53%

12,50012,500

10,000m210,000m2 combined 
site size

estimate of 
youth volunteers

total volunteers

trees planted

total plants26,00026,000

Professionally
produced mini 
forest coordinator
training videos and
curriculum, planting
guidance, project
management tools,
and a monitoring and
maintenance
program were shared
with program
participants.



























RESOURCES &
EVENTS

Grants: Living Cities Canada Fund Demonstrate and

Thriving Microgrant programs

Join our Mini Forest Community of Practice!

Third Thursday of the month

Next meeting: January 15, 2026 at 2:00 pm Eastern

Free online mini forest course

https://green-communities-canada.thinkific.com/



RESOURCES &
EVENTS

Mini forest hub

Network of Nature

Native species database

Find a nursery



Thank you!
Questions?

Jenn McCallum
Green Infrastructure Manager

jmccallum@greencommunitiescanada.org 


