WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Sunday, July 26, 2026

First Evangelical & Holy Cross Churches
2740 Parker Ave.

West Palm Beach, FL. 33405
www.felcwpb.com

“We are a community of churches and a church to the community.”

Welcome to worship with First Evangelical and Holy Cross churches. We come together for worship
each Sunday to share in the ministry and mission of our Lord Jesus Christ with our own unique
traditions and history. Seven other Christian ministries are located onsite with us.

If you are a guest or visitor and would like to know more about First Evangelical or Holy Cross, please
reach out to one of our ushers, pastors, or fill out a welcome card and drop it in the offering boxes.
Thank you for joining us in worship this morning. May God bless you.


http://www.felcwpb.com/

PRELUDE “Allegretto G.F. Handel
WELCOME / INVOCATION
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: “Gather Us In”
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I Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing, not in some heav - en,
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van - ished a - way;  see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - t'ry,

bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth,
now is the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for -sak - en, gath-er wus in, the
Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er wus in, the
Give us  to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to cat the
Gath-er us in  and hold us for-ev - er gath-er wus in  and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low - ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er wus in, all peo-ples to - geth-er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire of love in our flesh and our bone.




CALL TO WORSHIP

P: Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous;

C: it is fitting for the upright to praise him.

P: Praise the Lord with the harp; make music to him on the ten-stringed lyre.

C: Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.

P: He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; he puts the deep into storehouses.
C: Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the world revere him.
P: Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for his
inheritance.

C: From heaven the Lord looks down and sees all mankind;

P: from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth— he who forms the
hearts of all, who considers everything they do.

C: We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.

P: In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.

C: May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our hope in you.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P: Everlasting God,

C: We confess how we have not lived as your people.

We serve many masters—work, wealth, power, addictions—

yet find no hope in them.

We hear the cries of the poor, and shut the doors of our hearts to them.
We ridicule those who expose their hopes and dreams to us.

Forgive us, Compassion's Heart,

and heal us of our brokenness.

Make us well, so that by our healing,

we might be the hope and love others need in their lives,

even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,

brought these gifts to us,

calling us to be faithful with the grace, peace, and joy entrusted to us.
Silence is kept

P: Now that we have let go of the pain, the bitterness, the anger of our lives,
let us be kind, tender-hearted, and gentle towards each other,

forgiving as God has forgiven us.

C: We are God's beloved children,

and will model God's grace and love in our hearts.

Thanks be to God! We are forgiven! Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE: “God of Grace and God of Glory”
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I God of grace and God of glo - 1y, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - il round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your powT: crown your an - cient chur - ch’s Sto - ry;
sail ~ his ways! From the fears that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore: let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac - ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of  this hour.
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

P: Letus pray. ..

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you
bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your
wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and



ANNOUNCEMENTS
> Welcome to worship with First Evangelical and Holy Cross churches. If you
would like more information about our churches, please talk to one of the
pastors, call, or email the office. Join us after worship today for a delicious
lunch in the Fellowship Hall.

» We are having a new member orientation after worship today for anyone
interested in joining the churches. We will be welcoming new members in
worship on August 23rd. Let’s celebrate all that God is doing with us!

» Help kids at Conniston Middle School by gathering items for our “Back to
School Supplies Drive” through the end of August — Drop off items include:
mesh backpacks, 6 tab dividers, 1 subject spiral notebooks, three hole punch
pencil pouches, three hold punch rulers, sharpened #2 pencils, magic rub
erasers, black-blue-red pens, college ruled notebook paper, reinforcement
labels, glue sticks, highlighters. Please leave them on the table and in the
boxes at the back of the church.

» Mark your calendars for our “Back to School Blessing” on Sunday, August
9th after worship. We will have special arts & crafts, games and more, for
kids, parents and adults during the lunch hour. Invite families with children to
join us for this special day, and register for “Flame”, our weekly Sunday
School for elementary-aged kids.

» The Sunflower Christian Academy, just a few blocks east of us, are
enrolling students for this fall’s school year. They will have an information
table set up on August 9" for anyone interested to know more. They served
PreK3 to 2™ grade, offer microschool for special abilities, after school
programs for 5-12 year olds, and summer camp. www.scawpb.com

CHILDRENS MESSAGE - The elementary-aged children are excused for Flame,
our Sunday School class.


http://www.scawpb.com/

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 7:6-9

6“For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you
to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face
of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number than any other people that
the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all

peoples, ¥ but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to
your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you
from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. °* Know therefore
that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love
with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations,

R: Word of God, Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God

SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-39

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for
as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words. ?” And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. ?® And we
know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose. * For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers. 3 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against

us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not
also with him graciously give us all things? ** Who shall bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us. >> Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 3¢ As it is
written,

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”



37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved

us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, ** nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

R: Word of God, Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God

GOSPEL READING: Luke 9: 23-25
P: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me. >* For whoever would save his life will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 2> For what does it profit a
man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Michael Breznen




HYMN OF THE DAY: “Be Thou My Vision”
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I Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
| ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may | reach  heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’'s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow'r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pPOW'T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.




APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen

THE OFFERING

Your OFFERING is received in the back of the church.
Separate BOXES are available for both Holy Cross &
First Evangelical churches.

For First Evangelical only, you can give online at
www.felcwpb.com or TEXT2GIVE 844-504-1678
or Scan QR Code.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give Him thanks and Praise.



SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy”
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
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Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless - ed is he who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE DISTRIBUTION — CONTINUOUS FORMAT (Silence is appreciated)

We practice Open Communion at Holy Cross and First Evangelical. If you believe
that the Holy Sacrament carries with it the promises of the forgiveness of sins and
eternal life and are a baptized Christian — you are welcome to receive. We do ask,
however, that younger children who have not yet been instructed in the meaning of
the sacrament - please come to the chancel for a blessing but refrain from receiving.
Grape juice is in the center of the communion trays.

SOLO: “I Need Thee Every Hour”  Emely Rowan, Anne Akerson Accompanist

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER



AARONIC BLESSING IN HEBREW & ENGLISH

P: “The LORD bless you and keep you,
Y'varech’cha Adonai v’yeesh’'m 'reicha.

The LORD make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
Yaer Adonai panav eleicha veechooneka.

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.”
Yeesa Adonai panav eleicha v’yasem [’cha shalom.

C: Amen.

RECESSIONAL SONG: “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”
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I Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee:
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill  thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring: sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res- pitc know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress: help-less, look to thee for grace:

when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin  the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r

all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
fou, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav -ior, or | die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

DISMISSAL

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Sinfonia” G.F. Handel



WELCOME to all and thank you for joining us in worship today as we give thanks and praise to
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We pray that the service will be meaningful and uplifting for
you. If you are a first-time visitor, please sign the Guest Register. You are invited to stay for coffee
and refreshments following the service.

Serving in Worship

Pastors - Rev. Daniel D. Baker & Rev. Dr. Michael Breznen
Crucifers - Tom Kalorgis, Hilkka Schroderus-Rowe
Liturgists - Dianne Breznen
Communion Assistants - Dianne Breznen, Hilkka Schroderus-Rowe
Sound/Live Stream - Ken Burton
Video/Live Stream - Scot Alexander/Sera Butz

This Week Next Week
Musicians / Singers Anne Akerson & Emely Rowan CAC-WPB
Lector Bob Krauss Judith Miller
Ushers Katherine S., Judith M. Katherine S., Judith M.
Greeters Bob S. & Susan M. Bob S. & Susan M.

Remember in Prayer

We pray for peace between nations and peoples and for just resolutions to the conflicts throughout
the world — especially the people of Israel and fellow believers facing life-threatening
persecution; those in war-torn countries; for all members of our armed services and law
enforcement personnel; for our country and our nation’s leaders; for the Church, Church leaders,
for Youth for Christ, and all faithful witnesses to the Gospel; for our missionaries — Anthony
and Soyoung Sellari and their work in Egypt. The Family of Leona Mangan and The Family
Hal Carter — may their memory be a blessing.

We pray for God’s healing presence to be with: Nick, Jamie, Bob, Elihana, Debbie Ann, Luis
& Fiol, Saul & Martha, Carol & Darryl, Dennis, Bill, Cynthia, Dylan, John, Lisa & Don,
Raj, Sandy, Carl, Trish, Lou, Allan, Carson, David, Gertrude, Holly, Katie, Linda,
Marilynn & Patrick, Lesley, Linda, Joan and members of the Holy Cross and First
Evangelical Church families who are at home and unable to attend.

Visit, like, and follow us on our social media platforms and websit First Evangelical &

* i E [=] Holy Cross Churches
. " 2740 Parker Avenue
A% West Palm Beach, FL 33405

Ph: 561-833-9653

The musical and liturgical content is licensed through Website: felewpb.com
CCLI #2555583 Sunday & Seasons #SB164185. Email: info@felewpb.com
Church Office Hours

Monday — Wednesday — Friday
9 am. until 1 p.m.


mailto:info@felcwpb.com

