
WELCOME TO WORSHIP  
Sunday, August 23, 2026 

CORRECTED DATE: 9/6/2026 

 
 

First Evangelical & Holy Cross Churches 

2740 Parker Ave. 

West Palm Beach, FL  33405 

www.felcwpb.com 

 

“We are a community of churches and a church to the community.” 
 
 

Welcome to worship with First Evangelical and Holy Cross churches.  We come together for worship 

each Sunday to share in the ministry and mission of our Lord Jesus Christ with our own unique 

traditions and history.  Seven other Christian ministries are located onsite with us. 
 

If you are a guest or visitor and would like to know more about First Evangelical or Holy Cross, please 

reach out to one of our ushers, pastors, or fill out a welcome card and drop it in the offering boxes.  

Thank you for joining us in worship this morning.  May God bless you.   

http://www.felcwpb.com/


WELCOME / INVOCATION  

 

PROCESSIONAL SONG: “Gather Us In” 

  

 
 

  



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION.  

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 

 

 

P: Most Merciful God,   

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your Holy 

Name.  

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 

sake, God forgives you all your sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen!  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



HYMN OF PRAISE: “Revelation Song”  

 
Verse 1 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

Holy, holy is He 

Sing a new song to Him who sits on 

Heaven's mercy seat 
 

Chorus 

Holy, holy, holy 

Is the Lord God Almighty 

Who was, and is, and is to come 

With all creation, I sing 

Praise to the King of kings 

You are my everything 

And I will adore You! 

 

Verse 2 

Clothed in rainbows of living color 

Flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder 

Blessing and honor, strength and 

Glory and power be to You the only 

wise King 

 

 

Chorus 

Holy, holy, holy 

Is the Lord God Almighty 

Who was, and is, and is to come 

With all creation, I sing 

Praise to the King of kings 

You are my everything 

And I will adore You! 
 

Verse 3 

Filled with wonder 

Awestruck wonder 

At the mention of Your name 

Jesus, Your Name is Power 

Breath and Living Water 

Such a marvelous mystery! 
 

Chorus 

Holy, holy, holy 

Is the Lord God Almighty 

Who was, and is, and is to come 

With all creation, I sing 

Praise to the King of kings 

You are my everything 

And I will adore You! 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

P:  Let us pray. . .   

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without 

your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and 

lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

➢ Welcome to worship with First Evangelical and Holy Cross churches. We 

pray you experience God’s love and grace in worship today. Please join us in 

the Fellowship Hall after worship for a special Ecuadorian lunch prepared by 

the Luzuriagga family. A freewill offering will be received to cover costs. 

 

➢ Holy Cross Church Council will meet after worship today, with a Special 

Church Congregational meeting on September 13th after worship, all Holy 

Cross members are encouraged to attend. 

 

➢ Join us for a new 10 week Bible Study starting September 16th. “See 

Through the Scriptures” makes the Bible more accessible by taking readers 

step-by-step through the entire biblical narrative from Genesis to Revelation, 

putting everything in clear context. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of 

church to pick up materials. We will meet in chapel Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

➢ Come for a very special time of Music & Testimony with Dr Elihana Elia, 

on September 20th during morning worship. Elihana is passionate about 

creating inspirational music with messages of faith in the G-d of Israel, hope 

and love for this generation. She serves in ministry with her mother Dr. 

Hadassah and her brother, Israel, in teaching and Jewish outreach ministry 

through FRONTLINE ISRAEL; Restore Israel and the Nations. 

 

➢ One of our church cats, Galaxy, left this world in the loving arms of Sherri 

Bedwell this last Thursday. Galaxy, along with Sylvester and Runner, have 

spent their whole lives at church. They have been cared for by members, 

including the Bedwell Family, Sera B, Barbara and the children from the 

summer music school, and many others. Galaxy will be missed – thank you to 

those who care for all our feline friends.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

The elementary-aged children are excused for Flame, our Sunday School class. 

 

  



FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11 

7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the 

word I speak and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You 

wicked person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them 

from their ways, that wicked person will die for their sin, and I will hold you 

accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from 

their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will 

be saved. 

 
10 “Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and 

sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of them. How then can we 

live?”’ 11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and 

live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?’ 

 

R:  Word of God, Word of Life           

C:  Thanks be to God 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for 

whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not 

commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not 

covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one 

command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. 

Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you 

to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we 

first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside 

the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in 

the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.  

R:  Word of God, Word of Life 

C:  Thanks be to God 

 



GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:15-35 

 

P: The Holy Gospel, according to Saint Matthew. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of 

you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, 

take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the 

testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the 

church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a 

pagan or a tax collector. 
 

18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
 

19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask 

for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three 

gather in my name, there am I with them.” 
 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 

brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  
 

23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 

accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten 

thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the 

master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to 

repay the debt. 
 

26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, 

‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled 

the debt and let him go. 
 

28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 

him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back 

what you owe me!’ he demanded. 
 

29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I 

will pay it back.’ 
 

30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 

could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 

outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened. 



 
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled 

all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy 

on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over 

to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
 

35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON              Pastor Daniel Baker 
 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: “Seek Ye First”   

 
           4.   Where   two     or     three   are          gathered   in my     name,           There  am          I      in their      midst; 

 

 
                             And      what   so      ev -       er       ye      ask,          I will      do-               Al  -  le     -     lu,      al -  le  - 
 

 
         -    lu     -           -          -          -           -          -          -          -           -     ia! 
 

  



APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen 

 

 

THE OFFERING 

  

Your OFFERING is received in the back of the church. 

Separate BOXES are available for both Holy Cross & 

First Evangelical churches. 

 

For First Evangelical only, you can give online at 

www.felcwpb.com or TEXT2GIVE 844-504-1678  

or Scan QR Code. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you.   

C: And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give Him thanks and Praise. 

 



SANCTUS: “Holy, Holy, Holy”  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION – CONTINUOUS FORMAT (Silence is appreciated) 

We practice Open Communion at Holy Cross and First Evangelical.  If you believe 

that the Holy Sacrament carries with it the promises of the forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life and are a baptized Christian – you are welcome to receive.  We do ask, 

however, that younger children who have not yet been instructed in the meaning of 

the sacrament - please come to the chancel for a blessing but refrain from receiving.  

Grape juice is in the center of the communion trays. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

 

BENEDICTION 

 



RECESSIONAL SONG: “Blessing”      

 

Verse 

The Lord bless you 

And keep you 

Make His face shine upon you 

And be gracious to you 

The Lord turn His 

Face toward you 

And give you peace 

 

Chorus 

Amen Amen Amen 

Amen Amen Amen 

 

Verse 

 

Bridge 1 

May His favor 

Be upon you 

And a thousand generations 

And your family 

And your children 

And their children 

And their children 

 

Verse 

 

Bridge 2 

May His presence 

Go before you 

And behind you 

And beside you 

All around you 

And within you 

He is with you 

He is with you 

 

Verse 

 

Bridge 3 

In the morning 

In the evening 

In your coming 

And your going 

In your weeping 

And rejoicing 

He is for you 

He is for you 

 

Tag 

He is for you 

He is for you  

He is for you 

He is for you 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL  

P:  Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

 



WELCOME to all and thank you for joining us in worship today as we give thanks and praise to 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We pray that the service will be meaningful and uplifting for 

you. If you are a first-time visitor, please sign the Guest Register. You are invited to stay for coffee 

and refreshments following the service. 
 
 

Serving in Worship  
 

Pastors - Rev. Daniel D. Baker & Rev. Dr. Michael Breznen 

Crucifers - Tom Kalorgis, Hilkka Schroderus-Rowe 

Liturgists - Dianne Breznen 

Communion Assistants - Dianne Breznen, Hilkka Schroderus-Rowe 

Sound/Live Stream - Ken Burton 

Video/Live Stream - Scot Alexander/Sera Butz 
 

 This Week Next Week 

Musicians / Singers Sandra Baran CAC-WPB  

Lector Katherine Summers Gary Sellari 

Ushers Katherine S., Judith M. Katherine S., Judith M. 

Greeters Bob S. & Susan M. Bob S. & Susan M. 

 

Remember in Prayer  
 

We pray for peace between nations and peoples and for just resolutions to the conflicts throughout 

the world – especially the people of Israel and fellow believers facing life-threatening 

persecution; those in war-torn countries; for all members of our armed services and law 

enforcement personnel; for our country and our nation’s leaders; for the Church, Church leaders, 

for Youth for Christ, and all faithful witnesses to the Gospel; for our missionaries – Anthony 

and Soyoung Sellari and their work in Egypt. The Family & Friends of Carol Roberts– may 

her memory forever be a song in your heart. 

  

We pray for God’s healing presence to be with: Nick, Jamie, Elihana, Debbie Ann, Saul & 

Martha, Dennis, Bill, Cynthia, Dylan, John, Lisa & Don, Raj, Sandy, Carl, Trish, Lou, 

Allan, Carson, David, Gertrude, Holly, Katie, Linda, Marilynn & Patrick, Lesley, Linda, 

Joan and members of the Holy Cross and First Evangelical Church families who are at home 

and unable to attend. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Visit, like, and follow us on our social media platforms and website. 

 
 

The musical and liturgical content is licensed through 

CCLI #2555583 Sunday & Seasons #SB164185. 

First Evangelical &  

Holy Cross Churches 
 

2740 Parker Avenue 

West Palm Beach, FL  33405 

Ph: 561-833-9653   

Website:  felcwpb.com 

Email:  info@felcwpb.com 
 

Church Office Hours 

 Monday – Wednesday – Friday 

 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

 

mailto:info@felcwpb.com

