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“And I saw an angel coming down out of 
heaven, having the key to the Abyss and 

holding in his hand a great chain.
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He seized the dragon and threw him into 
the Abyss, and locked and sealed it 

over him, to keep him from deceiving the 
nations anymore...” Revelation 20:1-3
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TO THE READER

The James River cuts through the fertile South Dakota prairie. Here, in 
a quiet cemetery, my family and I stand beside two modest grave markers 
bearing the word “martyr.” The Hutterites emigrated to South Dakota 

from Russia in the 1870s after refusing conscription in the tzar’s army. Their first 
communal settlements were established in this peaceful valley. 

Beside the grave makers, my father-in-law tells us the story of martyrs Joseph and 
Michael Hofer, two brothers who died of abuse in a US military prison in 1918, 
after a stint in Alcatraz, because of their refusal to participate in the war. 

For 500 years the Hutterites and their fellow Anabaptists have resolutely refused to 
“take up the sword.” In the sixteenth century, new converts to this peaceful way of 
life were warned to expect persecution, including execution “by water, by fire, or by 
sword,” for their refusal to comply with the mandates of state religion. 

Felix Manz, whose story we tell in By Water, was the first to die, in 1527. He was 
executed for his conviction that only believing adults should be baptized. Manz 
was drowned, but many more were baptized; water was a weapon but also the 
symbol of new life and the “living water” Jesus promises. Jakob Hutter, whose 
story we tell in By Fire, was burned at the stake, but the communal movement he 
sparked spread like wildfire. 

By Sword, the final volume in this trilogy, tells the story of Peter Riedemann 
(1506-56), who, with his wife, Treindl, courageously led and rebuilt the fractured 
Anabaptist communal movement in Moravia after the death of Hutter. In 
Riedemann’s day, many Anabaptists were beheaded; their egalitarian and pacifist 
communal lifestyle was seen as a threat to the social and political order, and rulers 
were determined to stamp it out. But again, the word of God proved “sharper than 
any two-edged sword.”

Riedeman was a prolific writer; his Confession of Faith, letters, and numerous 
songs still inspire people today. In By Sword we see the significance of songs, 
not only to uplift and encourage but to preserve a community’s history. My kids 
listening to their grandfather pass on the story of the Hofer brothers is part of this 
oral tradition, and we offer these graphic novels in the same spirit. I hope these 
stories inspire others to be courageous, to question the misuse and manipulation 
of religion for power and profit, and to break from corrupt systems and build 
something new – because the better world that Manz, Hutter, and Riedemann 
envisioned is still possible. 

Jason Landsel  
May 2026  
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Tyrol, 1536

And our son 
will survive…

They will never 
break me, Jakob…
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The more wood one puts 
on the fire, the better it 
burns, so that even whole 
forests are consumed…

Katharina 
Hutter 

escaped! 

Love consumes all 
injustice and wickedness… 
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When love is 
not practiced, it 
flickers out…

I will 
protect 

you…

Sons of Pilate! 
Christ himself 

will inflict 
his vengeance 

upon you!
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I received some 
schooling in Silesia, 

where I also 
learned the craft of 
shoemaking. There I 
met the Reformers 

you call Anabaptists, 
who urged me to 

read the Bible for 
myself.

 Lights out 
Peter.

So where does a 
shoemaker learn to 

write books? 

The Catholic church 
wields worldly 

power and doesn’t 
want people to 

discover the truth.

I left and got 
true baptism, 

freely chosen as 
a believer, and 

became a pastor. 
Now I’m here. 

 The minister without 
a congregation,

preaching to 
the mice! 
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 Peter, build 
this house.

Wake up, 
Peter, you’re 
a free man!
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WE ARE REFUGEES LIVING 
IN AN ABANDONED HOUSE.  

ANABAPTIST SETTLEMENT, 
AUSTRIA, 1536
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THERE’S LITTLE 
TO DO, OR EAT… 

BUT WE 
STILL HAVE A 
SCHOOL…

A MINISTER…
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We thank you that you 
tend us as your little 
children at all times 

WITH YOUR FAITHFUL AND 
fatherly care.

URSULA THE 
HEALER…

BUT THE EMPEROR 
FORBIDS US TO 

LIVE IN COMMUNITY 
ANYMORE… 

SO, THERE’S 
A LOT OF 

ARGUING… 

THIS 
EXPERIMENT IS 

OVER!

WE SHOULD GO 
BACK TO EACH 

HAVING HIS OWN 
MONEY AND 
PROPERTY…
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MOST PEOPLE DON’T 
EVEN WANT TO LIVE IN 
COMMUNITY ANYMORE.  

YOU SOUND LIKE 
YOUR HUSBAND.  

PETER 
RIEDEMANN, THE 

DREAMER. 

WE’RE 
BORED.

THIS IS NOT AN 
EXPERIMENT!

 Living together, 

CARING FOR EACH OTHER, 
IT’S WHO WE ARE! WITHOUT 

each other we’d die!  
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I SHOULD RUN 
OFF AND JOIN 

THE ARMY – THAT 
WOULD DRIVE MY 
FATHER CRAZY. 

WHAT DO 
YOU THINK, 
MARGARET?

You lost 

YOUR 
MOTHER.  

I WONDER IF 
ALL THOSE 

PEOPLE DIED 
FOR NOTHING.

I HEARD THEY’RE 
HAVING ANOTHER 

GATHERING IN MORAVIA 
to remember  
the martyrs.

A LOT OF 
PEOPLE FROM 

HERE ARE 
GOING.

WHEN I WAS YOUNGER, 
AND MY MOTHER 

BELIEVED IN PRAYING TO 
SAINTS AND ICONS AND 
ALL THAT, WHENEVER 
I WAS SCARED SHE’D 

TELL ME THE STORY OF 
SAINT MARGARET. 

I was named after her. Margaret  
was devoured by a dragon while in  
prison but a tiny cross she held in 

her hand saved her.
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BEFORE MY MOM WAS 
EXECUTED, SHE TOLD ME 

SHE TOO WAS A DRAGON 
SLAYER AND THAT I HAD TO 
KEEP FAITH SO ONE DAY  

I COULD DEFEAT MY 
DRAGON.

THE DRAGON 

COULDN’T KEEP HER 
CONTAINED AND SHE 

BURST FROM THE 
DRAGON’S BELLY. 
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HERE, LITTLE 
PIGGIES.

SHAME THEY 
DIDN’T BURN 

YOU ALL! 

MANY ANABAPTISTS ARE 
MOVING TO MORAVIA, 
WHERE THERE HAS BEEN 
LESS PERSECUTION.

I LOST MY  
JOB BECAUSE OF 

YOU PEOPLE!
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SO, YOU WERE 
THERE IN ZURICH AT 
THE BEGINNING OF 
THE MOVEMENT? THOSE WERE 

DAYS TO REMEMBER. 
I WISH YOU COULD 
HAVE MET FELIX 
MANZ AND HIS 

FRIENDS. 

A LITTLE OLDER THAN 
YOU, FULL OF ENERGY. 

FIERY, READY TO 
CHANGE THE WORLD. I 
WAS THERE WHEN THEY 

DROWNED HIM. 
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STRONG LIKE 
HIS FATHER…

THE BABY 
IS WELL? 

THIS IS KATHARINA, 
WIFE OF OUR 

MARTYRED LEADER 
JAKOB HUTTER, 
AND THEIR SON.

WE ARE 
LOOKING FOR 

THE COMMUNITY 
JAKOB HUTTER 
USED TO LEAD.

I AM PETER 
RIEDEMANN AND 
THIS IS MY WIFE, 

Treindl.

So you know 

HUTTER IS DEAD, BURNED 
AT THE STAKE BY KING 

FERDINAND. HIS PEOPLE 
ARE STILL FAITHFUL, 

THOUGH; THIS IS WHAT’S 
LEFT OF US.

KATHARINA!

Welcome!
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DEFIANTLY WE 
GATHER HERE TODAY. 
WE WON’T ALLOW HIM 
TO PREVENT US FROM 

LIVING AS A COMMUNITY, 
JUST AS JESUS’ FIRST 

FOLLOWERS DID.  

THE EMPEROR’S 
RAVENOUS WOLVES HAVE 
BROKEN INTO THE SHEEP 

PEN IN THE DEAD OF 
NIGHT AND SCATTERED 

the flock.

I WANT TO HELP REBUILD 
WHAT KING FERDINAND 
DESTROYED. WE MUST 

GATHER THE SCATTERED 
REMNANTS…
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https://www.plough.com/books/by-sword


26

OUR NEW 
COMMUNITIES 

NEED STRONGER 
LEADERSHIP.

THAT WOULD MAKE 
IT EASY FOR FERDINAND: 

HE’D JUST NEED TO CATCH 
THOSE LEADERS. WHILE LOCKED 

UP, I TRIED TO SUM 
UP OUR BELIEFS IN 

WRITING.

PEOPLE ARE 
DISCOURAGED. 

WE NEED 
VISIONARIES…  

I WAS JUST 
RELEASED 

FROM PRISON.

SINCE HUTTER’S DEATH THERE  
HAS BEEN A LOT OF DIVISION,  
EACH FACTION FOLLOWING ITS  
OWN LEADER AND DOCTRINE. 
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 HERE’S A NEW SONG ABOUT JAKOB 
HUTTER. THE MEMORY OF THESE 
HEROES WILL LIVE IN SONG LONG 

AFTER WE ARE GONE…

“THE CHURCH,  
THE PROTECTING MOTHER, 
LOST MANY A VALIANT SON. 
I SING OF JAKOB HUTTER,  

A BRAVE AND FAITHFUL 
ONE…”

 WHILE IN PRISON, 
OUR MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE WRITING SONGS 
FOR US, TELLING THE 

STORIES OF OUR 
BRAVE MARTYRS!  
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ADD A LOG TO 
THE FIRE, TO 

REMEMBER THOSE 
WE HAVE LOST.
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URSULA, I CAN’T STAY 
HERE. I NEED TO RETURN 
TO TYROL AND CONTINUE 
MY HUSBAND’S WORK. 

IT’S WHAT JAKOB 

WOULD HAVE WANTED.

WILL YOU CARE 
FOR THE CHILD 
TILL I RETURN?  

KATHARINA 
IT’S TOO 

DANGEROUS 
RIGHT NOW…

I HAVE 
TO…
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OF COURSE, 
I’LL MISS YOU, TREINDL. 

I HAVE TO MAKE THIS TRIP 
THOUGH. SOME OF OUR 

PEOPLE HAVE RETURNED TO 
OWNING PRIVATE PROPERTY, 

TAKING UP THE SWORD. I 
MUST TRY TO REASON WITH 

THEM AND SEE IF I CAN 
WIN ANY BACK.

WE HAVE BEEN 
SEPARATED FOR 
SEVEN YEARS 

ALREADY WHILE 
YOU WERE IN 

PRISON…

SOME WEEKS LATER, PETER ALSO 
RETURNS TO AUSTRIA TO BEGIN 
REBUILDING THE COMMUNITY
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WE HAVE A HOUSE 
TO BUILD, AND WE NEED 
ALL OF YOU TO HELP! 
THE LORD COMMANDS 

US TO CLIMB THE 
MOUNTAIN, 

AND GET WOOD FOR HIS 
HOUSE, SO THAT HE MIGHT 

DWELL THERE AND BE 
GRACIOUS TO US…

AUSTRIA, 1539
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THERE ARE MANY  
TREES IN THE FOREST – 
ALL HAVE POTENTIAL FOR 
BUILDING THE HOUSE. BUT 

THE TIMBERS WILL BE 
USELESS WITHOUT THE 

MASTER BUILDER’S  
WORK!

THEY MUST 
BE CUT DOWN, 

SQUARED, PLANED, 
AND PREPARED – 
ONLY THEN THEY 
CAN BE JOINED 
TOGETHER… 

WE NEED BUILDERS! TOGETHER WE WILL 
CREATE A COMMUNITY WHERE PEOPLE 
CARE FOR EACH OTHER WITH DIGNITY 

AND RESPECT!  

BUT WE MUST 
TAKE UP THE SWORD 

AND DEFEND 
OURSELVES!
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WE’RE ON THE 
MOVE, AGAIN…  

A BUNCH OF GROUPS ARE 
GETTING TOGETHER IN MORAVIA. 
WE’LL SEE FROM THERE. IT’S 

TIME TO BAND TOGETHER.

WHERE TO 
THIS TIME,

MARGARET?  

WE ARE WARRIORS 
WITHOUT WEAPONS AND WE 
WON’T BE SWAYED BY THE 

EMPEROR’S LAWS!  
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