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The Philippine government reported a 3.29 percent decrease in total crime incidents nationwide during the first half of 2024. DILG Undersecretary Marlo Iringan attributed this decline to the sustained anti-criminality efforts of the PNP, citing improvements in crime solution and clearance efficiency. The PNP has maintained a high crime efficiency
rate of over 94 percent and solved more than 87 percent of reported crimes. The government's flagship anti-drug program, BIDA, led to 28,899 drug-cleared barangays as of June 2024. Additionally, 70 percent of jails were classified as drug-free and drug-cleared. The PNP also confiscated PHP14.6 billion worth of illegal drugs this year and arrested
30,554 illegal drug personalities. The DILG's proposed PHP281.3 billion budget for 2025 marks a 6 percent increase from this year's allocation. President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. hailed the PNP for conducting lawful police operations to maintain peace and security in the country. The Philippine National Police (PNP) has reported a significant decline
in the country's crime rate, with a 27% decrease in January-February 2024 compared to the same period in 2023. This downward trend is attributed to the new approach in combating illegal drugs, which has earned the trust and confidence of the people. According to PNP data, there has been a notable reduction in index crimes, including murder,
robbery, and rape, as well as a 21.09% decrease in cybercrime incidents. The PNP has also made significant arrests and confiscations in the campaign against illegal drugs, with 4,823 suspects arrested and dangerous substances worth around P359 million seized. Additionally, the police have confiscated 3,384 loose firearms and conducted various
operations against cybercrime. The PNP chief has assured the public that upholding the rule of law and promoting unity for the advancement of the nation remains their top priority. The crime situation update reflects a significant improvement, with a 27.79% decrease in index crimes and a 27.78% decrease in focus crimes compared to the same
period in 2023. Since July 2022, the index crime rate has dropped by 61.87%, indicating a substantial reduction in criminal activity across the country. According to the Philippine National Police (PNP), a significant decline in crime rates has been recorded from July 1, 2022, to July 28, 2024. Compared to the same period from 2016 to 2018, crimes
against persons decreased by 55.69 percent, while crimes against property dropped by 66.81 percent. The PNP also reported a 27.13 percent increase in crime clearance efficiency and a 10.28 percent increase in crime solution efficiency. The data reveals reductions of 34,966 in physical injury cases, 11,641 in murder cases, 2,719 in rape incidents,
and 2,420 in homicides. Additionally, the PNP's anti-drug campaign resulted in the seizure of illegal drugs worth P35.6 billion and the apprehension of 122,309 individuals for drug-related offenses. The police force highlighted their strategies' effectiveness and reiterated their commitment to combating the illegal drug trade. They also emphasized a
balanced approach to law enforcement that combines effective crime prevention with a strong commitment to protecting human rights. This development comes after former President Rodrigo Duterte claimed that drug-related crimes in the country are increasing again. However, the Palace and Department of Justice refuted his claim, citing data
showing a significant decrease in crime rates under the Marcos administration. Former DILG Secretary Benhur Abalos Jr. also countered Duterte's assertion, citing data from the Department of Justice that showed 324,368 crimes tallied from July 1, 2022, to January 31, 2024, compared to 363,075 crimes during the same period in previous years. Data
collected by the Department of Justice between December 2020 and June 2022 indicates a 10.66% drop in crime rates, according to Abalos. He credits the current administration's focus on rehabilitating drug dependents for this improvement, resulting in fewer fatalities during their anti-drug campaign.
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