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This	year	the	school	has	made	huge	progress	from	last	year's	issues	with	staff	and	other	problems.	I	am	very	happy	to	see	such	a	big	difference	in	this	new	year	2023/2024.	The	staff	is	always	on	top	of	things,	if	I	have	an	issue	it’s	usually	resolved	quickly	and	with	care.	Ms	Lennard	is	so	nice	and	understands	being	a	mom.	She	is	very	good	at	what	she
does	and	we	feel	lucky	to	have	her	as	part	of	our	school	team.	Dr	Hannett	has	done	a	lot	for	us	and	our	child	and	she	always	puts	the	kids	first.	Ms	Tari	goes	above	and	beyond	for	the	students	and	their	parents,	she	will	do	anything	to	help	a	child	or	parent.	The	office	ladies	like	Ms	Blackman	and	Ms	De	Jesus	are	so	sweet	they	always	smile	when	I	see
them	and	are	happy	to	chat	with	parents	or	kids.	Coach	Ellis	is	amazing	with	the	kids	too!	===================================	Note:	This	rewritten	text	maintains	the	original	meaning	but	uses	more	informal	language,	introducing	some	grammatical	errors	and	simplified	vocabulary	to	mimic	non-native	speech.Dedication
Ceremony	Honors	Legendary	Educator	Dorothy	York	===================================	Dorothy	York,	a	trailblazing	educator	who	spent	over	four	decades	in	the	Hillsborough	County	public	school	system,	had	her	namesake	school	renamed	in	her	honor	yesterday.	The	York	Innovation	Academy,	a	magnet	school	with	an
International	Baccalaureate	program	and	STEAM	focus,	was	officially	dedicated	during	a	ceremony	that	brought	together	students,	staff,	family	members,	and	community	leaders.	The	school	board	unanimously	voted	to	name	the	school	after	York,	who	taught	most	of	her	career	in	Hillsborough	and	became	a	beloved	figure	in	the	community.	"This
school	is	named	after	a	wonderful	woman	who	dedicated	her	life	to	students	for	more	than	45	years,"	said	Henry	"Shake"	Washington,	a	former	school	principal	and	current	school	board	member.	The	ceremony	featured	performances	from	students,	including	music	performances	by	the	York	seventh-grade	band	and	soloists	Eli	Radebaugh	and	Ma'at
Scott.	Students	also	recited	poems	and	presented	colors	from	their	JROTC	unit.	The	dedication	of	the	York	Innovation	Academy	was	made	possible	through	a	$5,000	college	scholarship,	which	will	be	awarded	annually	to	a	York	student	headed	to	college.	The	school's	principal,	Catherine	"Missy"	Lennard,	announced	the	scholarship	during	the
ceremony.	York	Innovation	Academy	is	a	unique	magnet	school	that	offers	an	STEAM-focused	education,	blending	science,	technology,	engineering,	and	mathematics	with	the	arts.	The	school	serves	students	in	pre-kindergarten	through	grade	8	and	has	a	nautical	theme,	with	its	mascot	being	the	Admirals.	The	dedication	of	the	York	Innovation
Academy	was	a	celebration	of	York's	legacy	as	an	educator	and	community	leader.	"Miss	York	treated	strangers	like	friends,	and	she	treated	friends	like	family,"	said	Henry	Washington,	who	knew	York	from	her	days	as	a	student	at	Middleton	High	and	later	as	a	friend	of	his	wife.Friends	and	family,	including	grandkids	and	great-grandkids,	stood	on
stage	for	photos.	Liz	York-Cohen	held	her	mom’s	picture.	In	a	past	chat,	York-Cohen	talked	about	her	work	at	the	school,	saying	it’s	“a	special	spot”	where	“awesome	stuff	happens.”	She	mentioned	the	staff	gives	“top-notch	lessons	daily,	led	by	Missy	Lennard.”	“I’m	always	around,”	York-Cohen	said.	“I’m	part	of	the	team	when	stuff	goes	down	at	the
school.	That’s	key,	to	return	and	chat	with	the	kids,	because	it’s	not	just	my	mom’s	name	on	the	building.	It’s	her	tale	and	her	journey.”	journey.
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