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Award	ceremony	for	films	of	1983	56th	Academy	AwardsOfficial	posterDateApril	9,	1984SiteDorothy	Chandler	PavilionLos	Angeles,	California,	U.S.Hosted	byJohnny	CarsonProduced	byJack	Haley	Jr.Directed	byMarty	PasettaHighlightsBest	PictureTerms	of	EndearmentMost	awardsTerms	of	Endearment	(5)Most	nominationsTerms	of	Endearment
(11)TV	in	the	United	StatesNetworkABCDuration3	hours,	45	minutes[1]Ratings42.1	million30.3%	(Nielsen	ratings)	←	55th	Academy	Awards	57th	→	The	56th	Academy	Awards	ceremony,	presented	by	the	Academy	of	Motion	Picture	Arts	and	Sciences	(AMPAS),	honored	the	best	films	of	1983	and	took	place	on	April	9,	1984,	at	the	Dorothy	Chandler
Pavilion	in	Los	Angeles,	beginning	at	6:00	p.m.	PST	/	9:00	p.m.	EST.	During	the	ceremony,	AMPAS	presented	Academy	Awards	(commonly	referred	to	as	Oscars)	in	22	categories.	The	ceremony,	televised	in	the	United	States	by	ABC,	was	produced	by	Jack	Haley	Jr.	and	directed	by	Marty	Pasetta.[2]	Comedian	and	talk	show	emcee	Johnny	Carson
hosted	the	show	for	the	fifth	time.	He	first	presided	over	the	51st	ceremony	held	in	1979	and	last	hosted	the	54th	ceremony	held	in	1982.[3]	Nine	days	earlier,	in	a	ceremony	held	at	The	Beverly	Hilton	in	Beverly	Hills,	California,	on	March	31,	the	Academy	Scientific	and	Technical	Awards	were	presented	by	hosts	Joan	Collins	and	Arnold
Schwarzenegger.[4]	Terms	of	Endearment	won	five	awards,	including	Best	Picture.[5]	Other	winners	included	Fanny	and	Alexander	and	The	Right	Stuff	with	four	awards,	Tender	Mercies	with	two	awards,	and	Return	of	the	Jedi,	Boys	and	Girls,	Flamenco	at	5:15,	Flashdance,	He	Makes	Me	Feel	Like	Dancin',	Sundae	in	New	York,	The	Year	of	Living
Dangerously,	and	Yentl	with	one.	The	telecast	garnered	42.1	million	viewers	in	the	United	States.	The	nominees	for	the	56th	Academy	Awards	were	announced	on	February	16,	1984,	by	Academy	president	Gene	Allen	and	actor	Mickey	Rooney.[6]	Terms	of	Endearment	earned	the	most	nominations	with	eleven;	The	Right	Stuff	came	in	second	with
eight.[7]	The	winners	were	announced	at	the	awards	ceremony	on	April	9.	James	L.	Brooks	was	the	third	writer-director-producer	to	win	three	Oscars	for	the	same	film.[8]	With	four	wins,	Fanny	and	Alexander	became	the	most	awarded	foreign	language	film	in	Academy	Award	history	at	the	time.[9][a]	Linda	Hunt	is	the	only	person	to	win	an	Oscar	for
playing	a	character	of	the	opposite	sex.[11]	Best	Original	Song	co-winner	Irene	Cara	became	the	first	black	woman	to	win	an	Oscar	in	a	non-acting	category.[12]	James	L.	Brooks,	Best	Picture,	Best	Director	and	Best	Adapted	Screenplay	winnerRobert	Duvall,	Best	Actor	winnerShirley	MacLaine,	Best	Actress	winnerJack	Nicholson,	Best	Supporting
Actor	winnerLinda	Hunt,	Best	Supporting	Actress	winnerBill	Conti,	Best	Original	Score	winnerMichel	Legrand,	Best	Original	Song	Score	co-winnerGiorgio	Moroder,	Best	Original	Song	co-winner	Winners	are	listed	first,	highlighted	in	boldface	and	indicated	with	a	double	dagger	(‡).[13]	Best	Picture	Terms	of	Endearment	–	James	L.	Brooks,	producer‡
The	Big	Chill	–	Michael	Shamberg,	producer	The	Dresser	–	Peter	Yates,	producer	The	Right	Stuff	–	Robert	Chartoff	and	Irwin	Winkler,	producers	Tender	Mercies	–	Philip	S.	Hobel,	producer	Best	Directing	James	L.	Brooks	–	Terms	of	Endearment‡	Peter	Yates	–	The	Dresser	Ingmar	Bergman	–	Fanny	and	Alexander	Mike	Nichols	–	Silkwood	Bruce
Beresford	–	Tender	Mercies	Best	Actor	in	a	Leading	Role	Robert	Duvall	–	Tender	Mercies	as	Mac	Sledge‡	Michael	Caine	–	Educating	Rita	as	Prof.	Frank	Bryant	Tom	Conti	–	Reuben,	Reuben	as	Gowan	McGland	Tom	Courtenay	–	The	Dresser	as	Norman	Albert	Finney	–	The	Dresser	as	Sir	Best	Actress	in	a	Leading	Role	Shirley	MacLaine	–	Terms	of
Endearment	as	Aurora	Greenway‡	Jane	Alexander	–	Testament	as	Carol	Wetherly	Meryl	Streep	–	Silkwood	as	Karen	Silkwood	Julie	Walters	–	Educating	Rita	as	Susan	"Rita"	White	Debra	Winger	–	Terms	of	Endearment	as	Emma	Greenway-Horton	Best	Actor	in	a	Supporting	Role	Jack	Nicholson	–	Terms	of	Endearment	as	Garrett	Breedlove‡	Charles
Durning	–	To	Be	or	Not	to	Be	as	S.S.	Colonel	Erhardt	John	Lithgow	–	Terms	of	Endearment	as	Sam	Burns	Sam	Shepard	–	The	Right	Stuff	as	Chuck	Yeager	Rip	Torn	–	Cross	Creek	as	Marsh	Turner	Best	Actress	in	a	Supporting	Role	Linda	Hunt	–	The	Year	of	Living	Dangerously	as	Billy	Kwan‡	Cher	–	Silkwood	as	Dolly	Pelliker	Glenn	Close	–	The	Big	Chill
as	Sarah	Cooper	Amy	Irving	–	Yentl	as	Hadass	Vishkower	Alfre	Woodard	–	Cross	Creek	as	Beatrice	"Geechee"	Best	Writing	(Screenplay	Written	Directly	for	the	Screen)	Tender	Mercies	–	Horton	Foote‡	The	Big	Chill	–	Lawrence	Kasdan	and	Barbara	Benedek	Fanny	and	Alexander	–	Ingmar	Bergman	Silkwood	–	Nora	Ephron	and	Alice	Arlen	WarGames	–
Lawrence	Lasker	and	Walter	Parkes	Best	Writing	(Screenplay	Based	on	Material	from	Another	Medium)	Terms	of	Endearment	–	James	L.	Brooks	based	on	the	novel	by	Larry	McMurtry‡	Betrayal	–	Harold	Pinter	based	on	his	play	The	Dresser	–	Ronald	Harwood	based	on	his	play	Educating	Rita	–	Willy	Russell	based	on	his	play	Reuben,	Reuben	–	Julius
J.	Epstein	based	on	the	play	Spofford	by	Herman	Shumlin	Best	Foreign	Language	Film	Fanny	and	Alexander	(Sweden)	in	Swedish	–	directed	by	Ingmar	Bergman‡	The	Ball	(Algeria)	with	no	dialogue	–	directed	by	Ettore	Scola	Carmen	(Spain)	in	Spanish	–	directed	by	Carlos	Saura	Entre	Nous	(France)	in	French	–	directed	by	Diane	Kurys	The	Revolt	of
Job	(Hungary)	in	Hungarian	–	directed	by	Imre	Gyöngyössy	and	Barna	Kabay	Best	Documentary	(Feature)	He	Makes	Me	Feel	Like	Dancin'	–	Emile	Ardolino‡	Children	of	Darkness	–	Richard	Kotuk	and	Ara	Chekmayan	First	Contact	–	Bob	Connolly	and	Robin	Anderson	The	Profession	of	Arms	–	Michael	Bryans	and	Tina	Viljoen	Seeing	Red	–	James	Klein
and	Julia	Reichert	Best	Documentary	(Short	Subject)	Flamenco	at	5:15	–	Cynthia	Scott	and	Adam	Symansky‡	In	the	Nuclear	Shadow:	What	Can	the	Children	Tell	Us?	–	Vivienne	Verdon-Roe	and	Eric	Thiermann	Sewing	Woman	–	Arthur	Dong	Spaces:	The	Architecture	of	Paul	Rudolph	–	Robert	Eisenhardt	You	Are	Free	(Ihr	Zent	Frei)	–	Dea	Brokman	and
Ilene	Landis	Best	Short	Film	(Live	Action)	Boys	and	Girls	–	Janice	L.	Platt‡	Goodie-Two-Shoes	–	Ian	Emes	Overnight	Sensation	–	Jon	N.	Bloom	Best	Short	Film	(Animated)	Sundae	in	New	York	–	Jimmy	Picker‡	Mickey's	Christmas	Carol	–	Burny	Mattinson	Sound	of	Sunshine	–	Sound	of	Rain	–	Eda	Godel	Hallinan	Best	Music	(Original	Score)	The	Right
Stuff	–	Bill	Conti‡	Cross	Creek	–	Leonard	Rosenman	Return	of	the	Jedi	–	John	Williams	Terms	of	Endearment	–	Michael	Gore	Under	Fire	–	Jerry	Goldsmith	Best	Music	(Original	Song	Score	or	Adaptation	Score)	Yentl	–	Song	Score	by	Michel	Legrand	and	Alan	and	Marilyn	Bergman‡	The	Sting	II	–	Adaptation	Score	by	Lalo	Schifrin	Trading	Places	–
Adaptation	Score	by	Elmer	Bernstein	Best	Music	(Original	Song)	"Flashdance...	What	a	Feeling"	from	Flashdance	–	Music	by	Giorgio	Moroder;	Lyrics	by	Keith	Forsey	and	Irene	Cara‡	"Maniac"	from	Flashdance	–	Music	and	Lyrics	by	Michael	Sembello	and	Dennis	Matkosky	"Over	You"	from	Tender	Mercies	–	Music	and	Lyrics	by	Austin	Roberts	and
Bobby	Hart	"Papa,	Can	You	Hear	Me?"	from	Yentl	–	Music	by	Michel	Legrand;	Lyrics	by	Alan	and	Marilyn	Bergman	"The	Way	He	Makes	Me	Feel"	from	Yentl	–	Music	by	Michel	Legrand;	Lyrics	by	Alan	and	Marilyn	Bergman	Best	Sound	The	Right	Stuff	–	Mark	Berger,	Tom	Scott,	Randy	Thom	and	David	MacMillan‡	Never	Cry	Wolf	–	Alan	Splet,	Todd
Boekelheide,	Randy	Thom	and	David	Parker	Return	of	the	Jedi	–	Ben	Burtt,	Gary	Summers,	Randy	Thom	and	Tony	Dawe	Terms	of	Endearment	–	Donald	O.	Mitchell,	Rick	Kline,	Kevin	O'Connell	and	James	R.	Alexander	WarGames	–	Michael	J.	Kohut,	Carlos	Delarios,	Aaron	Rochin	and	Willie	D.	Burton	Best	Sound	Effects	Editing	The	Right	Stuff	–	Jay
Boekelheide‡	Return	of	the	Jedi	–	Ben	Burtt	Best	Art	Direction	Fanny	and	Alexander	–	Art	Direction	and	Set	Decoration:	Anna	Asp‡	Return	of	the	Jedi	–	Art	Direction:	Norman	Reynolds,	Fred	Hole	and	James	L.	Schoppe;	Set	Decoration:	Michael	D.	Ford	The	Right	Stuff	–	Art	Direction:	Geoffrey	Kirkland,	Richard	Lawrence,	W.	Stewart	Campbell	and
Peter	R.	Romero;	Set	Decoration:	Jim	Poynter	and	George	R.	Nelson	Terms	of	Endearment	–	Art	Direction:	Polly	Platt	and	Harold	Michelson;	Set	Decoration:	Tom	Pedigo	and	Anthony	Mondello	Yentl	–	Art	Direction:	Roy	Walker	and	Leslie	Tomkins;	Set	Decoration:	Tessa	Davies	Best	Costume	Design	Fanny	and	Alexander	–	Marik	Vos‡	Cross	Creek	–	Joe
I.	Tompkins	Heart	Like	a	Wheel	–	William	Ware	Theiss	The	Return	of	Martin	Guerre	–	Anne-Marie	Marchand	Zelig	–	Santo	Loquasto	Best	Cinematography	Fanny	and	Alexander	–	Sven	Nykvist‡	Flashdance	–	Donald	Peterman	The	Right	Stuff	–	Caleb	Deschanel	WarGames	–	William	A.	Fraker	Zelig	–	Gordon	Willis	Best	Film	Editing	The	Right	Stuff	–
Glenn	Farr,	Lisa	Fruchtman,	Tom	Rolf,	Stephen	A.	Rotter,	and	Douglas	Stewart‡	Blue	Thunder	–	Frank	Morriss	and	Edward	M.	Abroms	Flashdance	–	Bud	S.	Smith	and	Walt	Mulconery	Silkwood	–	Sam	O'Steen	Terms	of	Endearment	–	Richard	Marks	Return	of	the	Jedi	–	Richard	Edlund,	Dennis	Muren,	Ken	Ralston	and	Phil	Tippett.[14]	To	Hal	Roach,	in
recognition	of	his	unparalleled	record	of	distinguished	contributions	to	the	motion	picture	art	form.[15]	The	award	recognizes	individuals	whose	humanitarian	efforts	have	brought	credit	to	the	motion	picture	industry.[16]	M.	J.	Frankovich[17]	Films	with	multiple	nominations	Nominations	Film	11	Terms	of	Endearment	8	The	Right	Stuff	6	Fanny	and
Alexander	5	The	Dresser	Return	of	the	Jedi[b]	Silkwood	Tender	Mercies	Yentl	4	Cross	Creek	Flashdance	3	The	Big	Chill	Educating	Rita	WarGames	2	Reuben,	Reuben	Zelig	Films	with	multiple	wins	Awards	Film	5	Terms	of	Endearment	4	Fanny	and	Alexander	The	Right	Stuff	2	Tender	Mercies	The	following	individuals,	listed	in	order	of	appearance,
presented	awards	or	performed	musical	numbers:[18]	Presenters	Name(s)	Role	Hank	Simms[19]	Announcer	of	the	56th	Annual	Academy	Awards	Gene	Allen	(AMPAS	President)	Gave	opening	remarks	welcoming	guests	to	the	awards	ceremony	Timothy	HuttonMary	Tyler	Moore	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Supporting	Actor	Kevin	BaconDaryl
Hannah	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Sound	Effects	Editing	Jane	AlexanderMichael	Caine	Presenters	of	the	Best	Animated	Short	Film	and	Best	Live	Action	Short	Film	Joan	CollinsArnold	Schwarzenegger	Presenters	of	the	segment	of	the	Academy	Scientific	and	Technical	Awards	Robert	Wise	Presenter	of	the	award	for	Best	Film	Editing	Christie
BrinkleyMichael	Keaton	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Sound	Anthony	FranciosaJoanna	Pacuła	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Cinematography	John	GavinJack	Valenti	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Foreign	Language	Film	Holly	PalanceJack	Palance	Presenters	of	the	awards	for	Best	Documentary	Short	Subject	and	Best	Documentary	Feature
Tommy	ChongCheech	Marin	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Visual	Effects	Tommy	TuneTwiggy	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Costume	Design	Ricardo	MontalbánJane	Powell	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Art	Direction	Jennifer	BealsMatthew	Broderick	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Original	Song	Ray	BolgerGene	Kelly	Presenters	of	the
award	for	Best	Original	Score	Neil	Diamond	Presenter	of	the	award	for	Best	Adapted	Score	Dyan	CannonGene	Hackman	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Supporting	Actress	Mel	GibsonSissy	Spacek	Presenters	of	the	awards	for	Best	Screenplay	Written	Directly	for	the	Screen	and	Best	Screenplay	Based	on	Material	from	Another	Medium	Frank
Sinatra	Presenter	of	the	Jean	Hersholt	Humanitarian	Award	to	M.	J.	Frankovich	Richard	Attenborough	Presenter	of	the	award	for	Best	Director	Jackie	CooperGeorge	McFarland	Presenters	of	the	Honorary	Award	to	Hal	Roach	Dolly	PartonSylvester	Stallone	Presenters	of	the	award	for	Best	Actor	Rock	HudsonLiza	Minnelli	Presenters	of	the	award	for
Best	Actress	Frank	Capra	Presenter	of	the	award	for	Best	Picture	Performers	Name	Role	Performed	Quincy	Jones	Musical	arrangerConductor	Orchestral	Irene	CaraNational	Dance	Institute	Performers	"Flashdance...	What	a	Feeling"	from	Flashdance	Herb	AlpertLani	Hall	Performers	"Maniac"	from	Flashdance	Mac	Davis	Performer	"Over	You"	from
Tender	Mercies	Donna	Summer	Performer	"Papa,	Can	You	Hear	Me?"	from	Yentl	Jennifer	Holliday	Performer	"The	Way	He	Makes	Me	Feel"	from	Yentl	Sammy	Davis	Jr.Liza	Minnelli	Performers	"There's	No	Business	Like	Show	Business"	Johnny	Carson	hosted	the	56th	Academy	Awards.	In	September	1983,	the	Academy	hired	film	producer	Jack	Haley
Jr.	to	produce	the	telecast	for	the	third	time.[20]	"We	are	excited	to	have	Jack	Haley	Jr.	back	on	the	Academy	Awards	program	this	year,"	said	AMPAS	President	Gene	Allen	in	a	press	release	announcing	the	selection.	"We	know	that	his	outstanding	talents	will	ensure	an	innovative	and	entertaining	approach	to	the	presentation	of	the	Oscar."[21]	That
same	month,	it	was	announced	that	comedian	and	The	Tonight	Show	Starring	host	Johnny	Carson	would	preside	over	emceeing	duties	for	the	1984	ceremony.	Allen	explained	the	decision	to	hire	Carson,	saying,	"In	past	years,	Johnny	has	been	a	vital	element	in	the	ever-increasing	success	and	popularity	of	the	Oscar	presentations.	We	are	extremely
pleased	that	we	will	be	able	to	draw	once	again	on	his	wit	and	charisma	to	host	this	special	entertainment	event."[22]	Several	other	people	were	involved	with	the	production	of	the	ceremony.	Musician	Quincy	Jones	served	as	musical	director	for	the	ceremony,	where	he	conducted	an	overture	performed	by	the	orchestra	at	the	beginning	of	the	show.
[23]	Former	child	actress	Shirley	Temple	made	a	special	appearance	at	the	beginning	of	the	telecast	to	discuss	her	memories	of	the	7th	ceremony	in	1935,	where	she	received	the	Academy	Juvenile	Award.[24]	Singers	Sammy	Davis	Jr.	and	Liza	Minnelli	performed	"There's	No	Business	Like	Show	Business"	at	the	conclusion	of	the	telecast.[25]	Marty
Pasetta	served	as	director	for	the	telecast.[2]	Notably,	this	was	the	first	Oscars	ceremony	where	the	voting	rules	were	announced	at	the	end	of	the	telecast	as	opposed	to	the	beginning.[25]	At	the	time	of	the	nominations	announcement	on	February	16,	the	combined	gross	of	the	five	Best	Picture	nominees	at	the	US	box	office	was	$151	million.[26]
Terms	of	Endearment	was	the	highest	earner	among	the	Best	Picture	nominees,	with	$72.9	million	in	domestic	box	office	receipts.	The	film	was	followed	by	The	Big	Chill	($52.5	million),	The	Right	Stuff	($15.7	million),	Tender	Mercies	($8.44	million),	and	The	Dresser	($562,623).[26]	Columnist	Jerry	Coffey	from	the	Fort	Worth	Star-Telegram	wrote,
"Nothing	that	goes	on	during	an	Oscarcast	is	worth	the	tedium	dumbly	endured	by	the	ever-gullible	audience	for	moviedom's	annual	spasm	of	gross	self-indulgence."[27]	Austin	American-Statesman	film	critic	Patrick	Taggart	commented,	"By	now	after	a	week	after	the	fact,	it	is	a	matter	of	record	that	Monday's	Academy	Awards	show	was	without	the
dullest	ever."	He	added,	"The	Oscar	went	to	the	predictable	choice	in	every	case,	and	not	only	were	there	no	surprises	among	the	awards,	there	weren't	even	any	of	those	deliciously	embarrassing	moments	that	make	live	television	what	it	is."[28]	Television	critic	Howard	Rosenberg	of	the	Los	Angeles	Times	noted,	"Be	honest.	This	was	not	one	of	your
more	electrifying	Academy	Awards	telecasts.	The	three	hours	and	40	minutes	passed	as	swiftly	as	Barry	Lyndon."	He	also	said,	"And	the	tradition	of	squeezing	nearly	all	of	the	major,	most	glamorous	awards	into	the	last	half	hour	again	proved	mistaken,	ill	conceived,	and	just	plain	dumb."[29]	Other	media	outlets	received	the	broadcast	more
positively.	Television	columnist	John	J.	O'Connor	of	The	New	York	Times	wrote,	"The	tone	of	the	proceedings	was	set	and	maintained	by	a	spiritedly	genial	Mr.	Carson."	He	also	added	that	Carson	was	able	to	"provide	with	eternally	boyish	grace	his	typical	comedy	mix."[30]	The	Baltimore	Sun	film	critic	Stephen	Hunter	quipped,	"The	show,	one	of	the
crispest	and	most	swiftly-paced	in	recent	years,	enjoyed	its	greatest	asset	in	the	return	of	Johnny	Carson	to	the	role	of	master	of	ceremonies.	Mr.	Carson	was	in	top	form."[31]	Mike	Duffy	of	the	Detroit	Free	Press	wrote,	"Johnny	Carson,	once	again	the	invaluable	host,	added	some	much	needed	spice	with	well-timed	zingers.	And	I	especially	enjoyed
Jack	Nicholson's	impersonation	of	a	Blues	Brother	behind	those	black	be-bopper	shades."[32]	The	American	telecast	on	ABC	drew	in	an	average	of	42.1	million	people	over	the	length	of	the	entire	ceremony,	which	was	a	21%	decrease	from	the	previous	year's	ceremony.[33]	Moreover,	the	show	drew	lower	Nielsen	ratings	compared	to	the	previous
ceremony,	with	30.3%	of	households	watching	with	a	50%	share.[34]	Nevertheless,	the	ceremony	presentation	received	four	nominations	at	the	36th	Primetime	Emmy	Awards	in	August	1984.[35]	The	following	month,	the	ceremony	won	one	of	those	nominations	for	Outstanding	Art	Direction	for	a	Variety	Program	(Roy	Christopher).[36]	List	of
submissions	to	the	56th	Academy	Awards	for	Best	Foreign	Language	Film	^	Crouching	Tiger,	Hidden	Dragon	(2000),	Parasite	(2019),	and	All	Quiet	on	the	Western	Front	(2022)	have	since	equaled	this	record	with	four	wins	apiece.[10]	^	Not	counting	the	non-competitive	Special	Achievement	Award	for	Return	of	the	Jedi.	^	Holden	1993,	p.	622	^	a	b
Osborne	1999,	p.	341	^	Steinberg,	David	(January	30,	2009).	"The	Gold	Standard".	Los	Angeles	Times.	Archived	from	the	original	on	April	4,	2020.	Retrieved	March	23,	2020.	^	"Past	Scientific	&	Technical	Awards	Ceremonies".	Academy	of	Motion	Picture	Arts	and	Sciences.	Archived	from	the	original	on	February	13,	2014.	Retrieved	July	31,	2013.	^
Harmetz,	Aljean	(April	10,	1984).	"'Terms'	Wins	Best	Picture;	Duvall	and	Miss	MacLaine	Honored".	The	New	York	Times.	Archived	from	the	original	on	June	29,	2020.	Retrieved	June	29,	2020.	^	"Oscar	Nominations	Are	Due".	Baytown	Sun.	Newspapers.com.	February	16,	1984.	p.	2-A.	Archived	from	the	original	on	August	13,	2021.	Retrieved	July	12,
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from	among	all	these	very	talented	people.	I	sometimes	come	to	the	Academy	Awards	and	watch	them	year	after	year,	and	I	get	caught	up	in	the	spectacle	of	it,	in	the	event,	in	the	very	complex	type	of	entertainment	and	I	guess,	I	know	I	forget,	that	what	we’re	really	here	for	is	to	single	out	who	we	think	is	the	best	for	that	given	year.	And	if	that’s
what	I	am	to	be	this	year	then	I	appreciate	it.	I	accept	it	with	an	honor	and	I’m	very	moved	because	of	that.”	–	Robert	Duvall	The	Best	Supporting	Actress	went	to	Linda	Hunt,	who	played	a	man	in	The	Year	of	Living	Dangerously,	making	her	the	first	person	to	win	playing	someone	of	the	opposite	gender.Results	Best	Picture	Terms	of	Endearment
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Close	–	The	Natural	Lindsay	Crouse	–	Places	in	the	Heart	Christine	Lahti	–	Swing	Shift	Geraldine	Page	–	The	Pope	of	Greenwich	Village	WRITING	(Screenplay	Based	on	Material	from	Another	Medium)	Amadeus	–	Peter	Shaffer	Greystoke:	The	Legend	of	Tarzan,	Lord	of	the	Apes	–	P.H.	Vazak,	Michael	Austin	The	Killing	Fields	–	Bruce	Robinson	A
Passage	to	India	–	David	Lean	A	Soldier’s	Story	–	Charles	Fuller	WRITING	(Screenplay	Written	Directly	for	the	Screen)	Beverly	Hills	Cop	–	Daniel	Petrie,	Jr.,	Danilo	Bach	Broadway	Danny	Rose	–	Woody	Allen	El	Norte	–	Gregory	Nava,	Anna	Thomas	Places	in	the	Heart	–	Robert	Benton	Splash	–	Lowell	Ganz,	Babaloo	Mandel,	Bruce	Jay	Friedman,	Brian
Grazer	MUSIC	(Original	Song)	“Against	All	Odds	(Take	A	Look	At	Me	Now)”	–	Against	All	Odds	–	Music,	Lyric	by	Phil	Collins	“Footloose”	–	Footloose	–	Music,	Lyric	by	Kenny	Loggins,	Dean	Pitchford	“Ghostbusters”	–	Ghostbusters	–	Music,	Lyric	by	Ray	Parker,	Jr.	“I	Just	Called	To	Say	I	Love	You”	–	The	Woman	in	Red	–	Music,	Lyric	by	Stevie	Wonder
“Let’s	Hear	It	For	The	Boy”	–	Footloose	–	Music,	Lyric	by	Tom	Snow,	Dean	Pitchford	MUSIC	(Original	Score)	Indiana	Jones	and	the	Temple	of	Doom	–	John	Williams	The	Natural	–	Randy	Newman	A	Passage	to	India	–	Maurice	Jarre	The	River	–	John	Williams	Under	the	Volcano	–	Alex	North	MUSIC	(Original	Song	Score)	The	Muppets	Take	Manhattan	–
Jeff	Moss	Purple	Rain	–	Prince	Songwriter	–	Kris	Kristofferson	FILM	EDITING	Amadeus	–	Nena	Danevic,	Michael	Chandler	The	Cotton	Club	–	Barry	Malkin,	Robert	Q.	Lovett	The	Killing	Fields	–	Jim	Clark	A	Passage	to	India	–	David	Lean	Romancing	the	Stone	–	Donn	Cambern,	Frank	Morriss	CINEMATOGRAPHY	Amadeus	–	Miroslav	Ondricek	The
Killing	Fields	–	Chris	Menges	The	Natural	–	Caleb	Deschanel	A	Passage	to	India	–	Ernest	Day	The	River	–	Vilmos	Zsigmond	ART	DIRECTION	Amadeus	–	Art	Direction:	Patrizia	Von	Brandenstein;	Set	Decoration:	Karel	Cerny	The	Cotton	Club	–	Art	Direction:	Richard	Sylbert;	Set	Decoration:	George	Gaines,	Les	Bloom	The	Natural	–	Art	Direction:	Angelo
Graham,	Mel	Bourne,	James	J.	Murakami,	Speed	Hopkins;	Set	Decoration:	Bruce	Weintraub	A	Passage	to	India	–	Art	Direction:	John	Box,	Leslie	Tomkins;	Set	Decoration:	Hugh	Scaife	2010	–	Art	Direction:	Albert	Brenner;	Set	Decoration:	Rick	Simpson	COSTUME	DESIGN	Amadeus	–	Theodor	Pistek	The	Bostonians	–	Jenny	Beavan,	John	Bright	A
Passage	to	India	–	Judy	Moorcroft	Places	in	the	Heart	–	Ann	Roth	2010	–	Patricia	Norris	MAKEUP	Amadeus	–	Paul	LeBlanc,	Dick	Smith	Greystoke:	The	Legend	of	Tarzan,	Lord	of	the	Apes	–	Rick	Baker,	Paul	Engelen	2010	–	Michael	Westmore	SOUND	Amadeus	–	Mark	Berger,	Tom	Scott,	Todd	Boekelheide,	Chris	Newman	Dune	–	Bill	Varney,	Steve
Maslow,	Kevin	O’Connell,	Nelson	Stoll	A	Passage	to	India	–	Graham	V.	Hartstone,	Nicolas	Le	Messurier,	Michael	A.	Carter,	John	Mitchell	The	River	–	Nick	Alphin,	Robert	Thirlwell,	Richard	Portman,	David	Ronne	2010	–	Michael	J.	Kohut,	Aaron	Rochin,	Carlos	De	Larios,	Gene	S.	Cantamessa	SPECIAL	ACHIEVEMENT	AWARD	(Sound	Effects	Editing)
The	River	–	Kay	Rose	VISUAL	EFFECTS	Ghostbusters	–	Richard	Edlund,	John	Bruno,	Mark	Vargo,	Chuck	Gaspar	Indiana	Jones	and	the	Temple	of	Doom	–	Dennis	Muren,	Michael	McAlister,	Lorne	Peterson,	George	Gibbs	2010	–	Richard	Edlund,	Neil	Krepela,	George	Jenson,	Mark	Stetson	FOREIGN	LANGUAGE	FILM	Beyond	the	Walls	–	Israel	Camila	–
Argentina	Dangerous	Moves	–	Switzerland	Double	Feature	–	Spain	Wartime	Romance	–	Union	of	Soviet	Socialist	Republics	DOCUMENTARY	(Feature)	High	Schools	–	Charles	Guggenheim,	Nancy	Sloss	In	the	Name	of	the	People	–	Alex	W.	Drehsler,	Frank	Christopher	Marlene	–	Karel	Dirka,	Zev	Braun	Streetwise	–	Cheryl	McCall	The	Times	of	Harvey
Milk	–	Robert	Epstein,	Richard	Schmiechen	DOCUMENTARY	(Short	Subject)	The	Children	of	Soong	Ching	Ling	–	Gary	Bush,	Paul	T.K.	Lin	Code	Gray:	Ethical	Dilemmas	in	Nursing	–	Ben	Achtenberg,	Joan	Sawyer	The	Garden	of	Eden	–	Lawrence	R.	Hott,	Roger	M.	Sherman	Recollections	of	Pavlovsk	–	Irina	Kalinina	The	Stone	Carvers	–	Marjorie	Hunt,
Paul	Wagner	SHORT	FILM	(Animated)	Charade	–	Jon	Minnis	Doctor	De	Soto	–	Morton	Schindel,	Michael	Sporn	Paradise	–	Ishu	Patel	SHORT	FILM	(Live	Action)	The	Painted	Door	–	Michael	MacMillan,	Janice	L.	Platt	Tales	of	Meeting	and	Parting	–	Sharon	Oreck,	Lesli	Linka	Glatter	Up	–	Mike	Hoover	HONORARY	AWARD	To	James	Stewart,	for	his	fifty
years	of	memorable	performances.	For	his	high	ideals	both	on	and	off	the	screen.	With	the	respect	and	affection	of	his	colleagues.	To	the	National	Endowment	for	the	Arts,	in	recognition	of	its	20th	anniversary	and	its	dedicated	commitment	to	fostering	artistic	and	creative	activity	and	excellence	in	every	area	of	the	arts.	JEAN	HERSHOLT
HUMANITARIAN	AWARD	David	L.	Wolper	GORDON	E.	SAWYER	AWARD	Linwood	G.	Dunn	SCIENTIFIC	OR	TECHNICAL	AWARD	(Scientific	and	Engineering	Award)	To	DONALD	A.	ANDERSON	and	DIANA	REINERS	of	3M	Company	for	the	development	of	‘Cinetrak’	Magnetic	Film	#350/351	for	motion	picture	sound	recording.	[Sound]	To	BARRY	M.
STULTZ,	RUBEN	AVILA	and	WES	KENNEDY	of	Film	Processing	Corporation	for	the	development	of	FPC	200	PB	Fullcoat	Magnetic	Film	for	motion	picture	sound	recording.	[Sound]	To	BARRY	M.	STULTZ,	RUBEN	AVILA	and	WES	KENNEDY	of	Film	Processing	Corporation	for	the	formulation	and	application	of	an	improved	sound	track	stripe	to
70mm	motion	picture	film,	and	to	JOHN	MOSELY	for	the	engineering	research	involved	therein.	[Sound]	To	KENNETH	RICHTER	of	Richter	Cine	Equipment	for	the	design	and	engineering	of	the	R-2	Auto-Collimator	for	examining	image	quality	at	the	focal	plane	of	motion	picture	camera	lenses.	[Lenses	and	Filters]	To	GÜNTHER	SCHAIDT	and
ROSCO	LABORATORIES,	INCORPORATED,	for	the	development	of	an	improved,	non-toxic	fluid	for	creating	fog	and	smoke	for	motion	picture	production.	[Stage	Operations]	To	JOHN	WHITNEY,	JR.	and	GARY	DEMOS	of	Digital	Productions,	Incorporated,	for	the	practical	simulation	of	motion	picture	photography	by	means	of	computer-generated
images.	[Special	Photographic]	SCIENTIFIC	OR	TECHNICAL	AWARD	(Technical	Achievement	Award)	To	NAT	TIFFEN	of	Tiffen	Manufacturing	Corporation	for	the	production	of	high-quality,	durable,	laminated	color	filters	for	motion	picture	photography.	[Lenses	and	Filters]	To	DONALD	TRUMBULL,	JONATHAN	ERLAND,	STEPHEN	FOG	and	PAUL
BURK	of	Apogee,	Incorporated,	for	the	design	and	development	of	the	‘Blue	Max’	high-power,	blue-flux	projector	for	traveling	matte	composite	photography.	[Special	Photographic]	To	JONATHAN	ERLAND	and	ROBERT	BEALMEAR	of	Apogee,	Incorporated,	for	an	innovative	design	for	front	projection	screens	and	an	improved	method	for	their
construction.	[Special	Photographic]	To	HOWARD	J.	PRESTON	of	Preston	Cinema	Systems	for	the	design	and	development	of	a	variable	speed	control	device	with	automatic	exposure	compensation	for	motion	picture	cameras.	[Camera]	1984	The	winner	is	listed	first,	in	CAPITAL	letters.	Filmsite's	Greatest	Films	of	1984	Actor:	F.	MURRAY	ABRAHAM
in	"Amadeus",	Jeff	Bridges	in	"Starman",	Albert	Finney	in	"Under	the	Volcano",	Tom	Hulce	in	"Amadeus",	Sam	Waterston	in	"The	Killing	Fields"	Actress:	SALLY	FIELD	in	"Places	in	the	Heart",	Judy	Davis	in	"A	Passage	to	India",	Jessica	Lange	in	"Country",	Vanessa	Redgrave	in	"The	Bostonians",	Sissy	Spacek	in	"The	River"	Supporting	Actor:	HAING	S.
NGOR	in	"The	Killing	Fields",	Adolph	Caesar	in	"A	Soldier's	Story",	John	Malkovich	in	"Places	in	the	Heart",	Noriyuki	"Pat"	Morita	in	"The	Karate	Kid",	Ralph	Richardson	in	"Greystoke:	The	Legend	of	Tarzan,	Lord	of	the	Apes"	Supporting	Actress:	PEGGY	ASHCROFT	in	"A	Passage	to	India",	Glenn	Close	in	"The	Natural",	Lindsay	Crouse	in	"Places	in	the
Heart",	Christine	Lahti	in	"Swing	Shift",	Geraldine	Page	in	"The	Pope	of	Greenwich	Village"	Director:	MILOS	FORMAN	for	"Amadeus",	Woody	Allen	for	"Broadway	Danny	Rose",	Robert	Benton	for	"Places	in	the	Heart",	Roland	Joffe	for	"The	Killing	Fields",	David	Lean	for	"A	Passage	to	India"	Most	of	the	nominations-totals	for	1984's	Best	Picture
nominees	were	very	close,	and	two	'prestige'	pictures	were	tied	for	eleven	nominations	each:	Amadeus	-	eleven	A	Passage	to	India	-	eleven	The	Killing	Fields	-	seven	Places	in	the	Heart	-	seven	A	Soldier's	Story	-	three	Ultimately,	the	1984	awards	were	monopolized	by	Amadeus	with	eight	wins,	the	Saul	Zaentz-produced,	Milos	Forman-directed	film.
The	musical	quasi-biopic/epic	won	the	following	awards:	Best	Picture,	Best	Actor	(F.	Murray	Abraham),	Best	Director,	Best	Screenplay	Adaptation	(Peter	Shaffer	for	the	transformation	of	his	own	Broadway/London	stage	hit),	Best	Art/Set	Direction,	Best	Sound,	Best	Costume	Design,	and	Best	Makeup.	It	became	the	7th	film	in	Oscar	history	to	win
eight	Oscars.	The	Best	Picture	winner	was	visually	and	musically	superior	and	focused	on	the	court	rivalry	between	flamboyant,	genius	composer	(and	scatologically-obsessed	buffoon)	Wolfgang	Amadeus	Mozart	and	the	less-talented,	intensely-jealous	Antonio	Salieri,	both	composers	for	Hapsburg	Emperor	Joseph	II.	Its	tagline	described:	"The	man...
The	music...	The	madness...	The	murder...	The	motion	picture...AMADEUS	...	Everything	you've	heard	is	true."	The	other	Best	Picture	nominees	included	strong	contenders:	British	director	David	Lean's	A	Passage	to	India	-	the	film	was	an	imposing,	triumphant	return	to	the	screen	(and	last	picture)	for	the	76	year-old	director	(known	for	his	two	Best
Director	awards	for	The	Bridge	On	The	River	Kwai	(1957)	and	Lawrence	of	Arabia	(1962)).	The	lavish	epic	film	(with	eleven	nominations	and	two	wins	-	for	Best	Supporting	Actress	(Peggy	Ashcroft)	and	Best	Original	Score	-	for	Maurice	Jarre	-	his	third	Oscar	for	a	David	Lean	film)	was	based	on	E.	M.	Forster's	1924	novel	about	the	romantic
adventures	of	a	young	Englishwoman	writer/director	Robert	Benton's	Places	in	the	Heart	(with	seven	nominations	and	two	wins	-	Best	Actress	and	Best	Screenplay	by	Benton	himself),	was	based	on	the	director's	own	childhood	memories	in	Waxahachie,	Texas	where	a	young	widow	attempts	to	save	her	farm	producer	David	Puttnam's	and	director
Roland	Jaffe's	The	Killing	Fields	(with	seven	nominations	and	three	wins	-	Best	Supporting	Actor,	Best	Cinematography	(Chris	Menges),	and	Best	Film	Editing),	was	based	on	the	experiences	of	NY	Times	correspondent	Sydney	Schanberg	during	the	Cambodian	civil	war	and	the	country's	take-over	by	the	Khymer	Rouge;	three	years	earlier,	producer
David	Puttnam's	Chariots	of	Fire	(1981)	had	won	Best	Picture	director	Norman	Jewison's	A	Soldier's	Story	(with	three	nominations	and	no	wins)	was	a	murder	mystery/drama	based	on	Charles	Fuller's	1981	Pulitzer	Prize-winning	play	about	racial	hatred	in	a	segregated,	all-black	Southern	Army	Camp	during	World	War	II	Milos	Forman's	second	Oscar
win	as	director	for	Amadeus	was	a	follow-up	to	his	successful	collaboration	with	Saul	Zaentz	nine	years	earlier	in	One	Flew	Over	The	Cuckoo's	Nest	(1975),	a	five	Oscar	winner.	Director	Norman	Jewison	was	the	only	director	of	a	Best	Picture	nominee	who	was	denied	a	Best	Director	Oscar	nomination	for	A	Soldier's	Story.	His	spot	was	taken	by	Woody
Allen	for	Broadway	Danny	Rose	(with	two	nominations	and	no	wins),	a	film	about	a	legendarily	hapless	talent	agent.	David	Lean	was	nominated	as	Best	Director,	and	for	Best	Screenplay	Adaptation	and	Best	Editor	for	A	Passage	to	India,	but	he	failed	to	win	any	of	the	awards.	The	two	winners	of	the	lead	and	supporting	actor	Oscars	were	basically
unknowns	-	and	both	won	for	their	first	nomination!	The	Best	Actor	award	was	won	by	F.	Murray	Abraham	(with	his	sole	career	nomination	and	Oscar)	in	his	remarkable	role	as	Antonio	Salieri,	a	jealous,	mediocre	court	composer	who	is	consumed	and	made	insane	by	his	distaste	for	a	rival	composer,	26	year-old	prodigy	Wolfgang	Amadeus	Mozart	in
Amadeus.	[Note:	Abraham	was	the	first	actor	of	Arab	descent	to	win	the	Best	Actor	Oscar.]	Another	Best	Actor	nominee	was	the	title	role	character	in	the	same	film,	played	by	Tom	Hulce	(with	his	sole	career	nomination).	The	other	three	Best	Actor	nominees	were:	Albert	Finney	(with	his	fourth	nomination,	and	second	consecutive	Best	Actor	nod)	as
self-destructive	alcoholic	Geoffrey	Firmin	drinking	himself	to	death	in	the	shadow	of	a	Mexican	volcano	in	director	John	Huston's	Under	the	Volcano	(with	two	nominations	and	no	wins)	Sam	Waterston	(with	his	first	nomination)	as	Pulitzer	Prize-winning	American	journalist	Sidney	Schanberg	in	The	Killing	Fields	Jeff	Bridges	(with	his	third	nomination)
as	the	alien	extra-terrestrial	in	director	John	Carpenter's	science	fiction/love	story,	Starman	(the	film's	sole	nomination)	With	her	second	Best	Actress	nomination,	Sally	Field	won	her	second	Oscar	for	her	moving	performance	(her	first	was	for	a	similar	role	in	Norma	Rae	(1979))	as	a	1930s	depression-era	penniless	Texas	farm	widow	of	a	murdered
policeman,	the	determined,	indomitable	Edna	Spaulding	who	must	face	a	bank	foreclosure,	a	greedy	cotton-dealer,	and	a	tornado,	in	Places	In	The	Heart.	She	has	become	the	best-remembered	and	most-quoted	Oscar	winner	ever	(with	the	possible	exception	of	James	Cameron's	declaration,	"I'm	the	King	of	the	World"	for	Titanic	(1997)),	with	her
exclamatory,	infamous	speech	after	the	win:	"The	first	time	(referring	to	her	Best	Actress	win	for	Norma	Rae	(1979)	five	years	earlier)	I	didn't	feel	it,	but	this	time	I	feel	it.	And	I	can't	deny	the	fact	you	like	me	-	right	now,	you	like	me!	You	really	like	me!"	Field	joined	two	of	the	other	Best	Actress	nominees	who	were	also	playing	strong	matriarchal
roles	as	rural	women/farmers	who	found	themselves	in	life-death	struggles	to	keep	their	properties	in	male-dominated,	chauvinistic	circumstances:	Jessica	Lange	(with	her	third	nomination)	as	1980s	Iowa	farm-wife	Jewell	Ivy	struggling	to	hold	on	to	the	farm	during	foreclosure	proceedings	in	Country	(the	film's	sole	nomination)	Sissy	Spacek	(with	her
fourth	nomination)	as	a	member	of	a	farming	family	battling	a	severe	storm,	floods,	and	foreclosure	in	director	Mark	Rydell's	The	River	The	other	two	Best	Actress	nominees	in	the	category	were:	Vanessa	Redgrave	(with	her	fifth	nomination	-	her	fourth	unsuccessful	Best	Actress	nomination,	out	of	a	career	total	of	six	nominations)	as	suffragette	Olive
Chancellor	in	the	film	adaptation	of	Henry	James'	novel	by	director	James	Ivory,	The	Bostonians	(with	two	nominations	and	no	wins)	Australian	actress	Judy	Davis	(with	her	first	nomination)	as	the	young	Englishwoman	Adela	Quested	in	the	film	adaptation	of	Forster's	novel	about	sexual	repression	and	racial	prejudice	in	early	20th	century	India,	A
Passage	to	India	Among	the	five	Best	Supporting	Actor	nominees,	three	were	first-time	movie	performers.	The	Best	Supporting	Actor	winner	was	Cambodian	native	Haing	S.	Ngor	(a	non-professional	actor	in	his	film	debut	who	actually	survived	Cambodia's	horrors)	as	a	Cambodian	refugee	doctor	and	advisor/interpreter	Dith	Pran	for	a	photojournalist
(Sam	Waterston)	who	miraculously	survives	the	horrors	and	tortures	of	war	and	Pol	Pot's	regime	in	producer	David	Puttnam's	British	film	The	Killing	Fields.	Ngor	became	the	first	Asian	performer	to	win	a	Best	Supporting	Actor	Oscar.	[Tragically,	he	was	murdered	12	years	later	in	February	of	1996	by	a	gang	of	drug	dealers	in	a	Los	Angeles	parking
garage.]	The	losing	nominees	for	Best	Supporting	Actor	were:	John	Malkovich	(with	his	first	nomination	in	his	debut	film)	as	the	blind	boarder	Mr.	Will	in	Places	in	the	Heart	Adolph	Caesar	(with	his	first	and	sole	nomination,	and	his	film	debut)	as	the	tough	and	hated	black	drill	Sgt.	Waters	who	is	murdered	and	the	subject	of	an	investigation	in	A
Soldier's	Story	[A	year	later,	Caesar	died	of	a	heart	attack	on	the	set	of	the	Kirk	Douglas-Burt	Lancaster	film	Tough	Guys	(1986)].	Noriyuki	'Pat'	Morita	(with	his	first	nomination)	as	sage	Japanese	handyman/karate	tutor	Miyagi	in	director	John	Avildsen's	The	Karate	Kid	(the	film's	sole	nomination)	Ralph	Richardson	(with	his	second	unsuccessful
nomination	and	in	his	final	film	role)	as	Tarzan's	eccentric	grandfather	-	the	6th	Lord	of	Greystoke	-	in	director	Hugh	Hudson's	Greystoke:	The	Legend	of	Tarzan,	Lord	of	the	Apes	(with	three	nominations	and	no	wins	-	and	faithful	to	the	classic	Edgar	Rice	Burroughs	pulp	books).	[Richardson	died	on	October	10,	1983,	just	before	he	would	have	learned
that	he	was	nominated	for	the	Best	Supporting	Oscar.]	[Note:	Writer	Robert	Towne	used	the	name	of	his	sheepdog	P.H.	Vazak	for	the	screenwriter	credit	-	and	received	a	nomination	--	an	Academy	first!]	Talented	British	stage	actress	Peggy	Ashcroft	(with	her	only	nomination	and	Oscar	win)	won	the	Best	Supporting	Actress	award	as	Judy	Davis'
prospective	mother-in-law	Mrs.	Moore,	a	Raj	matron	in	frail	health	in	A	Passage	to	India.	[At	the	age	of	77,	Ashcroft's	win	made	her	the	oldest	winner	of	the	Best	Supporting	Actress	Oscar	in	Academy	history.]	The	other	four	nominees	were:	Geraldine	Page	(with	her	seventh	unsuccessful	nomination	of	a	total	of	eight	career	nominations)	-	as	a	corrupt
policeman's	mother	in	The	Pope	of	Greenwich	Village;	with	this	nomination,	Page	joined	both	Richard	Burton	and	Peter	O'Toole	as	the	most	nominated	performers	in	Academy	history	with	no	Oscar	wins;	however	she	went	on	to	win	Best	Actress	the	following	year	for	The	Trip	to	Bountiful	(1985)	Christine	Lahti	(with	her	first	nomination)	as	Goldie
Hawn's	neighbor	Hazel	Zanussi	in	the	1940s-era	romance	-	director	Jonathan	Demme's	Swing	Shift	(the	film's	sole	nomination)	Glenn	Close	(with	her	third	consecutive	nomination)	as	Iris	(Robert	Redford's	virtuous	childhood	sweetheart	and	naive	girlfriend)	in	the	film	adaptation	of	Bernard	Malamud's	novel	about	the	world's	greatest	baseball	player,
director	Barry	Levinson's	fairy	tale	The	Natural	Lindsay	Crouse	(with	her	first	nomination)	as	Margaret	Lomax	(the	sister	of	Sally	Field's	character)	in	Places	in	the	Heart	This	year,	all	five	nominees	for	Best	Original	Song	were	well-known	radio	hits,	something	fairly	rare.	Stevie	Wonder	won	for	his	song	"I	Just	Called	to	Say	I	Love	You,"	from	the	film
The	Woman	in	Red,	thereby	becoming	the	first	blind	Academy	Award	winner.	The	Best	Song	category	was	fiercely	competitive,	with	nominees	including	Phil	Collins'	title	song	("Against	All	Odds	(Take	a	Look	at	Me	Now)")	from	Against	All	Odds	(its	sole	nomination),	two	nominations	from	Footloose	(for	"Footloose"	and	"Let's	Hear	It	For	the	Boy"),	and
the	title	song	from	Ghostbusters	.	This	year's	honoree	with	an	Honorary	Oscar	was	the	venerable	James	Stewart,	who	had	won	a	Best	Actor	Oscar	forty-four	years	earlier	for	The	Philadelphia	Story	(1940)	-	his	only	win	out	of	five	Best	Actor	career	nominations	(he	had	also	been	nominated	in	1939,	1946,	1950,	and	1959).	He	was	honord	for	"his	fifty
years	of	memorable	performances.	For	his	high	ideals	both	on	and	off	the	screen.	With	the	respect	and	affection	of	his	colleagues."	Oscar	Snubs	and	Omissions:	Writer/director	James	Cameron's	low-budget,	science-fiction	action	film	The	Terminator	-	with	Arnold	Schwarzenegger	as	the	threatening,	leather-clad	cyborg,	and	Linda	Hamilton	as	the
rescued	Sarah	Connor	by	Kyle	Reese	(Michael	Biehn)	was	entirely	absent	from	any	awards	categories.	So	was	Australian	director	Paul	Cox's	touching	yet	kinky	Man	of	Flowers,	as	was	writer/director/star	Rob	Reiner's	quasi-documentary	spoof	This	Is	Spinal	Tap	about	an	aging	British	heavy	metal	band.	And	Sergio	Leone's	final	film,	Once	Upon	a	Time



In	America,	went	completely	unnominated,	with	its	lead	performances	by	Robert	DeNiro	(as	'Noodles')	and	James	Woods	(as	'Max')	as	childhood	friends/rivals	spanning	four	decades,	Elizabeth	McGovern's	supporting	role	as	Deborah,	and	Ennio	Morricone's	score.	Its	neglect	by	Academy	voters	was	attributed	to	a	disastrous	studio	cut	which	severely
truncated	the	film	--	had	the	original	nearly	four	hour	running	time	version	been	released,	the	film	might	have	been	given	far	more	consideration.	Tri-Star,	a	new	studio,	released	its	first	film	-	Barry	Levinson's	sports	drama	The	Natural,	with	four	unsuccessful	nominations	-	Best	Art	Direction,	Best	Cinematography,	Best	Original	Score,	and	Best
Supporting	Actress.	And	the	biggest	box-office	earner	of	the	year,	Beverly	Hills	Cop,	with	Eddie	Murphy	in	a	star-making	role	as	Axel	Foley,	was	overlooked.	Although	Jeff	Bridges	received	a	Best	Actor	nomination	(the	film's	sole	nomination),	director/co-screenwriter	John	Carpenter's	Starman	was	neglected	in	these	other	categories:	Best	Picture,	Best
Director,	Best	Actress	(Karen	Allen	as	Jenny	Hayden),	Best	Supporting	Actor	(Charles	Martin	Smith	as	scientist	Mark	Shermin),	Best	Original	Score	(Jack	Nitzsche)	and	Best	Original	Screenplay.	[Bridges'	nomination	was	the	only	nomination	ever	given	to	any	of	John	Carpenter's	films.]	British	director	and	co-writer	Michael	Radford's	faithfully-adapted
Nineteen	Eighty-Four	was	also	overlooked	in	all	categories	with	zero	nominations,	bypassing	performances	by	John	Hurt	(as	Winston	Smith),	Richard	Burton	(as	O'Brien),	and	Suzanna	Hamilton	(as	Julia),	and	the	cinematography	of	acclaimed	Roger	Deakins.	Many	other	actors	were	denied	award	opportunities:	Robert	Englund	in	a	unique,	infamous,
otherworldly	role	as	burn	victim	terrorizer	Freddy	Krueger	in	Wes	Craven's	A	Nightmare	on	Elm	Street	(with	no	nominations)	Victor	Banerjee	as	Dr.	Aziz	in	A	Passage	to	India	Steve	Martin	as	mind-body	switched	lawyer	Roger	Cobb	(possessed	by	his	dying	wealthy	client	Lily	Tomlin)	in	director	Carl	Reiner's	All	of	Me	Howard	E.	Rollins,	Jr.	as	black
investigating	officer	Capt.	Davenport	and	Denzel	Washington	as	Pfc.	Peterson	in	Norman	Jewison's	A	Soldier's	Story	Keir	Dullea	in	a	difficult	reprise	of	his	2001	Dave	Bowman	role	and	Bob	Balaban	as	Dr.	Chandra	in	2010	(with	five	unsuccessful	nominations)	George	Burns	in	a	dual	role	as	God	and	the	Devil	in	the	third	(and	final)	film	of	the	series	-
Oh	God!	You	Devil	(with	no	nominations)	Tom	Hanks	as	Allen	Bauer	and	Daryl	Hannah	as	mermaid	Madison	in	director	Ron	Howard's	Splash	two	actors	in	the	Coen	Brothers'	un-nominated	debut	film	-	a	modern	day	film	noir	titled	Blood	Simple	-	M.	Emmet	Walsh	as	sleazy	private	detective	Visser	and	Dan	Hedaya	as	repugnant	Texas	strip-bar	owner
Julian	Marty	Kathleen	Turner	as	romance	novelist	Joan	Wilder	in	the	entertaining	action-adventure	film	Romancing	the	Stone	and	as	prostitute	China	Blue	in	Ken	Russell's	violent	and	sexually-explicit	Crimes	of	Passion	Taxi	TV	sitcom	star	Danny	DeVito's	star-making	role	as	diminutive,	foul-mouthed,	sarcastic	Brooklyn	mobster	Ralph	in	Romancing	the
Stone	Molly	Ringwald	as	alienated,	teenaged	high	school	student	Samantha	Baker	in	director	John	Hughes'	debut	film	Sixteen	Candles	Lesley	Ann	Warren	as	small	bar	owner	Eve	in	Alan	Rudolph's	romantic	comedy/drama	Choose	Me	Elizabeth	Berridge	as	Constanze	Mozart,	and	Jeffrey	Jones	as	Holy	Roman	Emperor	Joseph	II	in	Amadeus	Mia	Farrow
-	unrecognizable	as	Tina	Vitale,	a	NJ	mobster	moll	in	Broadway	Danny	Rose	Robert	Preston	(in	his	last	major	film	role	and	screen	appearance)	as	intergalactic,	alien	recruiter	Centauri	(modeled	after	his	Harold	Hill	character	in	The	Music	Man	(1962))	in	The	Last	Starfighter	Like	TRON	(1982)	two	years	earlier,	the	innovative	CGI	effects	of	The	Last
Starfighter,	with	its	use	of	CGI	to	replace	model	miniatures	for	all	its	spaceship	shots	--	were	overlooked.	Ivan	Reitman's	Ghostbusters	was	nominated	in	two	categories	(without	winning	either):	Best	Song	(Ray	Parker,	Jr.)	and	Best	Visual	Effects.	It	should	have	been	recognized	in	other	categories	as	well	-	Best	Actor	(Bill	Murray),	Best	(Supp.)	Actress
(Sigourney	Weaver),	Best	Original	Screenplay	(Aykroyd,	Ramis,	and	Torokvei),	Best	Production	Design	(John	De	Cuir),	and	Best	Cinematography	(Laszlo	Kovacs	and	Herb	Wagreitch).
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