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Smith & Wesson firearms can be tricky to identify due to their extensive production history and variation within models. With over 165 years of manufacturing experience, pinpointing a particular gun can be a challenge. A reliable resource for identifying Smith & Wesson firearms is the Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson, which offers invaluable
information in its fifth edition. This guide will delve into understanding Smith & Wesson serial numbers, their importance, and how they aid collectors and owners. The serial number system has evolved over time, with earlier numbers offering limited information compared to more modern ones that provide detailed insights. Understanding these
nuances is key to accurate interpretation. The Standard Catalog of Smith & Wesson Serial Numbers plays a crucial role in this process by providing date codes for estimating the year of manufacture based on serial number ranges and identifying model variations. This information is essential for confirming authenticity, tracing history, and utilizing
data effectively. The Importance of Verifying Authenticity through Smith & Wesson Serial Numbers Understanding the significance of verifying authenticity with Smith & Wesson serial numbers helps combat counterfeits and provides valuable information for collectors, researchers, and historians. Key points of using the catalog effectively include: -
Using a precise and accurate serial number to record your firearm's complete serial number for verification purposes. - Relying on reputable, well-researched catalogs that provide estimations rather than absolute certainties in dating based solely on serial numbers. the smith & wesson manufacturing process is a crucial method to trace the history
and specifications of a particular firearm, featuring a system of serial numbers that plays a key role in identification and tracking. these alphanumeric codes are usually located on the frame, butt, or inside the grip and can vary depending on the era of production. for collectors, historians, and law enforcement agencies, these numbers are invaluable
as they help confirm authenticity, determine age, and unravel ownership history. looking up a smith and wesson serial number is essential to determine the model, manufacturing date, and unique features of a revolver, aiding in verifying authenticity and understanding historical context. examining the serial number can provide crucial insights about
the s&w revolver, adding value and enhancing knowledge of its lineage and technological advancements. Given article text here: *Smith & Wesson Model Numbering System** * Pre-1965: Letters and numbers, e.g., 22/32 Target 122 Square Butt * Post-1965: Three-letter prefix followed by a serial number, e.g., K101, K615, etc. **Pre-1965 Models** *
19xx Model 44 Military N44 * 19xx Model 44 Target NT44 * Army and Navy models **Post-1965 Models** * K Frames (Adjustable Sight Models) K101 - K614 (1966) * K615 - K18,731 (1967) * ...and so on until... * 91K6,801 - 124K000 (1981) * 125K000 - 269K9,999 (1982) * 270K000 - 311K273 (1983) **Note:** The article includes various model
names and numbers, as well as a brief history of the Smith & Wesson numbering system. The list appears to be a comprehensive catalog or inventory of various firearms manufactured by Smith & Wesson (S&W) and other companies, including dates of introduction, production runs, and designations. The entries are organized alphabetically by model
number, with details on the gun's type, caliber, and features. Some notable models mentioned in the list include: * S&W Military & Police, Airweight, and Heavy Barrel revolvers * S&W Long K-32 Masterpiece and K-22 LR revolvers * Colt 45 Colt and Model 44 Target pistols * Smith & Wesson Model 39 and Model 60 rifles The text also includes
various other firearms, such as machine guns, air rifles, and semi-automatic pistols. The list appears to be a comprehensive collection of S&W firearms from different eras and models. It's worth noting that the formatting of the original text is not ideal for reading comprehension, as it seems to be a mix of data entry and notes. A more readable format
might involve grouping similar entries together or providing additional context about each model. The Model 12 revolver underwent several changes from 1957 to 1962, including replacing the extractor rod with a left-hand thread and eliminating a screw in front of the trigger guard. In 1962, the front sight was changed to a smaller size. From 1974
to 1982, various parts were modified on K-Frame revolvers, such as changing the gas ring from the yoke to the cylinder and eliminating cylinder counterbore. Model 13 revolvers introduced changes in 1974, but some features were reintroduced later. The N-Frame Blue Model introduced changes starting from 1960, including altering the extractor
rod thread and eliminating a hole in front of the trigger guard. The Thunder Ranch 44 Special was introduced in 1964 with a fixed sight. Model 629 was introduced in 1980, along with other 45 Colt caliber models. Stainless K-Frame revolvers came out in 1970, featuring heavy barrels or standard barrels with different gas rings and cylinder
configurations. Other models like the Model 64, 66, and 67 followed suit with similar modifications. The model numbering system began in 1957 for some S&W revolvers, such as the Model 41, which introduced changes starting from 1960. The Small Frame Revolvers, including Models 30-35, started their numbering system at that time as well.
Lastly, there's an overview of pre-war N-frame serial numbers with a mix of different production years and quantities. The paraphrased text maintains the core information of the original while simplifying it for easier comprehension. **Pre-War N Frames:** * S1-5139,999 (1936-1942) * S140,000-S149,999 (late 1955-early 1956) **Post-War S Series N
Frames:** * S62,489-S67,999 (1946-early 1947) * S68,000-S71,999 (late 1947-early 1948) * ... ¥ S330,000-S333,454 (late 1969-early 1970) **Note:** Serial numbers in the S138,000-S140,000 range may have been shipped later than expected. **N Series N Frames:** * N1-N60,000 (1970-72) * N60,001-N 190,000 (1972-74) * ... * 7D10,001-9D44,500
(1981) **Post-War S Series K Frames:** * S811,120-S999,999 (1946-48) **C Series K Frames:** * C1-C233,999 (1948-52) * C236,004-C261,483 (1953) * ... ¥ C810,533-C999,999 (1966-67) **D Series K Frames:** * D1-D90,000 (1968) * D90,001-D330,000 (1969-70) * ... * 7D10,001-9D44,500 (1981) A Smith and Wesson serial number lookup can provide
information such as: * Caliber designation * Number of screws * Specific manufacturing details unique to the model * Historical context and production specifications This can be useful for identifying the caliber of a firearm, which is crucial in various situations. To decode a Smith & Wesson revolver's serial number, one must first identify the specific
caliber and model by analyzing its characteristics, such as screw count and bullet type. This information can then be cross-referenced with the factory's serial number chart to uncover the date of manufacture, which often includes the production period and sometimes even the month. By examining the serial number, collectors can gain insight into
the model, potential variations, and production location, including details such as frame type and caliber specifications. In rare cases, the serial number may reveal information about the original owner, adding to the firearm's historical significance and mystique. When tracing the history of a Smith & Wesson firearm, it's essential to leverage various
online resources, including databases and gun forums. Start by visiting the official S&W website, where you can input your serial number accurately to retrieve reliable information directly from the source. Online databases like GunBroker or Gun Data Project provide broader historical data and potential matches. Engage with gun communities and
forums to tap into collective knowledge, as fellow enthusiasts may have encountered similar serial numbers or possess valuable insights. The S&W website offers a model listing and discontinued models section, allowing you to explore detailed specifications, images, and historical documentation for each firearm. This information is crucial for
verifying authenticity and understanding provenance. Online databases dedicated to S&W revolvers provide a vast repository of information on frames, numbering systems, and historical records, facilitating serial number lookup. Gun forums and communities offer a collaborative platform to discuss S&W revolvers, share knowledge, and aid in serial
number analysis and interpretation. However, there may be limitations for older firearms, especially anniversary models or commemorative editions, which might lack comprehensive records or accurate data. Smith & Wesson's vast array of revolver variants makes identification challenging without proper cross-referencing. Limited runs and
commemorative editions may have irregular serial numbers, further complicating authentication. It's essential to consult multiple sources and verify findings to ensure accuracy. Old firearms might lack comprehensive records due to historical data preservation challenges. When researching vintage S&W firearms, enthusiasts often face obstacles in
tracking down specific details. Incomplete or inaccurate records can hinder serial number identification, affecting the ability to confirm a firearm's history and origin. Records may be unreliable, creating hurdles for collectors and researchers trying to authenticate provenance. For successful Smith & Wesson serial number lookups, double-check the
serial number, use multiple sources for cross-referencing, and delve into the firearm's history, especially for unique models like forged Al frames or air rifle designs. Accuracy is crucial for determining authenticity and background. By cross-referencing across reputable databases, auction sites, and forums, you can validate information and uncover
additional details. Exploring historical context provides valuable insights into production years, special editions, and modifications that may impact serial number sequences. This attention to detail is essential for identifying rare or one-of-a-kind S&W revolver models. Smith and Wesson Revolver Serial Number Lookup: A Crucial Process for Accuracy
and Identification Smith and Wesson revolvers require meticulous attention to detail when identifying specific models, particularly when dealing with diverse variants such as CO2 pellet pistols or machine pistols. The serial number plays a vital role in this process, and its accuracy is essential for historical accuracy, legal purposes, and ensuring the
proper maintenance and functionality of the firearm. To verify the serial number, enthusiasts must cross-reference information from multiple sources, including official S&W archives, gun forums, and expert publications. Utilizing various resources, such as print materials, online databases, and community forums, enhances the reliability of the serial
number lookup, especially when exploring details related to center fire magnums or heavy frame target models. Validation of the serial number using different platforms ensures a more comprehensive understanding of the gun's provenance and potential modifications. Researching the history of the firearm can provide valuable insights during the
serial number lookup process, particularly for anniversary models or carbon steel variants. This information can reveal the lineage of the firearm, shedding light on potential modifications, upgrades, or historical significance. By uncovering these details, enthusiasts can form a deeper connection to the heritage and craftsmanship behind S&W
revolvers. To access the free Smith & Wesson serial number lookup tool, visit their website. If you're having trouble finding or reading your firearm's serial number, reach out to Smith & Wesson customer service for help. Having a valid serial number is crucial for properly registering and owning your firearm.
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