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The Joint Commission has released its 8th edition of accreditation standards for hospitals and academic medical centers, with a focus on advancing patient safety and quality improvement. =================================== The new edition includes five main sections: Accreditation Participation Requirements, Patient-Centered
Care, Healthcare Organization Management, Global Health Impact, and Academic Medical Center Standards. The Global Health Impact section has been enhanced to address environmental sustainability issues, such as governance, tracking and reporting, employee engagement and empowerment, procurement and supply chain use, and the use of
environmental resources. =================================== These new standards were developed in collaboration with the International Hospital Federation’s Geneva Sustainability Centre, and their implementation will not be mandatory until January 1st, 2026. The International Hospital Federation is excited to see these
sustainability standards as a major addition to the JCI 8th edition standards, given that the healthcare sector contributes approximately 6% of global carbon emissions and is increasingly affected by climate change. =================================== [n addition to the Global Health Impact section, the 8th edition includes new
chapters on electronic health records, telehealth and cybersecurity, patient safety, sentinel event policy, organ and tissue transplant programs, and caring for vulnerable patients.We have streamlined our standards by approximately 10-15% to support the advancement of patient safety and enhance the overall care experience. As of January 1st, 2025,
all hospitals and medical centers seeking accreditation or reaccreditation from JCI must follow the 8th edition standards, which will serve as the basis for their surveys. To help organizations comply with these new enhancements and changes, education sessions are available, providing valuable information on the latest edition of JCI standards. For
more detailed information, please visit our website at . About Joint Commission International Joint Commission International (JCI) was established in 1994 as a division of Joint Commission Resources, Inc. (JCR), a nonprofit affiliate of The Joint Commission. Through international accreditation and certification, advisory services, publications, and
education programs, JCI aims to improve patient care quality worldwide. Our Mission Our goal is to develop standards that promote quality and ensure patient safety. We create clear expectations for organizations that are reasonable, achievable, and measurable. Our standards are based on common functions found in all healthcare organizations.
How We Develop Standards We collaborate with healthcare organizations, subject matter experts, scientific literature, industry guidelines, technical advisory panels, and other key stakeholders to develop our standards. JCI requires organizations to collect data as part of their quality improvement system. To ensure compliance, organizations must
select well-defined, evidence-based measures applicable to their patient populations and services. With the retirement of Joint Commission International's Library of Measures, we recommend using The Joint Commission's performance measures for guidance on collecting data.
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