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Given article text here Missouri Turkey Season Guide for 2024-2025The wait is almost over for turkey hunters in Missouri, with the upcoming season set to begin on April 6. The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) has released a comprehensive guide outlining the key dates, regulations, and changes for the 2024-2025 turkey season.Key
Dates Spring Youth Portion: April 6-7Regular Spring Turkey Season: April 15 May 5Fall Firearms Turkey Season: October 1 31Regulation Changes Extended Spring Turkey Hunting Hours on Private Land: Hunters on private land can now hunt turkeys from half an hour before sunrise until sunset.Proposed Fall Turkey Hunting Permit Requirement:
The MDC is proposing that both fall firearm and archery turkey hunters purchase a fall turkey-hunting permit.Proposed Fall Turkey Bag Limit Reduction: The MDC is also proposing a reduction in the fall turkey bag limit from four to two birds.Public Comment Period The proposed fall turkey hunting permit requirement and bag limit reduction are
open for public comment until March 2 on the MDC website.The MDC announces that hunters should report their turkey harvest through Telecheck system. Missouri is going to make some changes in hunting seasons this year. The dates for 2023-2024 deer and turkey have been announced by Missouri Department of Conservation. There will be
changes in the regulations too, including a new section on firearms early antlerlessness and modifications to firearms permits.The Missouri Conservation Commission approved these changes at its meeting on December 20. These changes were made due to increasing deer population and spread of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in most counties.
Here are the dates for turkey hunting this year: - Spring youth portion is from April 1-2, regular spring season is from April 17- May 7.- Fall firearms turkey season is from October 1 to 31.Archery hunting dates for deer and turkey are: - Sept.15-Nov.10 - Nov.22-Jan.15 There will be changes in the fall deer hunting too, new sections added and old ones
modified.Missouri's spring turkey hunting season is set to begin on April 15, offering hunters a chance to participate in the upcoming season. According to the Missouri Department of Conservation, this year's forecast suggests an increase in harvest numbers; however, most of these birds will be male.The season will take place after turkey breeding
has peaked, and the specific dates for both the youth and regular seasons have been announced. The youth spring turkey hunting season is scheduled for April 12-13, while the regular season will run from April 21 to May 11.It's essential to note that there are some restrictions in place, such as a limit of one male turkey or turkey with a visible beard
during the youth season and two males during the regular season. Additionally, hunters may not take both turkeys during the second or third week of the season on the same day.Landowners' permits have specific validity restrictions, and it's crucial to check the permitted areas before heading out. To find more information, including maps and details
about specific regions, visit the Missouri Department of Conservation website or contact your local regional office.The Missouri Department of Conservation has set hunting dates for the 2025-2026 seasons, which were approved by the Conservation Commission in December. The Commission also gave initial approval to new regulations related to
chronic wasting disease (CWD). For turkey hunting, the spring youth portion will take place on April 12-13, with the regular spring season running from April 21 to May 11. Fall archery turkey hunting will be held from September 15 to November 14 and November 26 to January 15, while fall firearms turkey hunting will occur in open counties from
October 1 to 31.For deer hunting, the archery seasons will run from September 15 to November 14 and November 26 to January 15. The firearms early antlerless portion will take place on October 10-12, with other firearms seasons occurring throughout the year. Recommendations for changes to firearms antlerless permit numbers, CWD mandatory
sampling, conservation area regulations, managed hunts, and more will be submitted to the Commission for consideration in the spring.The Missouri Department of Conservation has also set deer carcass movement and disposal regulations, which include allowing hunters to transport carcasses, including high-risk parts, from any county in Missouri to
any final destination in the state. However, unused parts must be disposed of in a landfill, through a trash service, or on the property where the animal was harvested. Hunters will also be required to report their deer through Telecheck before transporting any parts out of the county of harvest.Detailed information about the upcoming seasons and
portions can be found in the MDC 2025 Spring Turkey Hunting Regulations and Information booklet and the MDC 2025 Fall Deer & Turkey Hunting Regulations and booklets, which will be available online at mdc.mo.gov and where permits are sold.To slow the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease, the Missouri Department of Conservation is proposing
changes to deer carcass disposal regulations. According to MDC Cervid Program Supervisor Jason Isabelle, improper disposal of deer carcasses can be a major contributor to the disease's spread. To address this issue, hunters who process their own deer would no longer need to debone or quarter the animal prior to leaving a CWD Management Zone.
This change is expected to make it easier for hunters to comply with regulations, particularly in cases where they harvest deer in inclement weather.The proposed changes do not affect carcass transportation regulations for cervids harvested outside of Missouri, which prohibit the transportation of high-risk parts into the state. However, hunters will
still be able to import cervid heads with cape attached if delivered to a licensed taxidermist within 48 hours of entering the state.Public comments on the proposed regulation changes can be submitted from February 19 through March 20, 2025, on the MDC website. The Missouri Conservation Commission will consider these comments and give final
approval for the changes at their April 4 open meeting. If approved, the changes would take effect on June 30, 2025.Meanwhile, the department has set hunting dates for the 2025-2026 seasons, including spring and fall turkey hunting seasons, as well as archery and firearms deer hunting seasons.The Missouri Department of Conservation is
proposing changes to firearms and deer management regulations. For the fall season, recommendations will be submitted to the Commission for consideration in the spring. The changes include adjustments to antlerless permit numbers, mandatory CWD sampling, conservation area regulations, managed hunts, and other proposals. Hunters will have
flexibility in disposing of their deer carcasses, with the option to transport them anywhere in the state for processing as long as unused parts are disposed of properly. This change aims to reduce the burden on hunters and slow the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD).The Commission approved a plan to allow hunters to transport entire deer
home for processing if they have already reported their deer through Telecheck, with conditions that unused parts must be disposed of in a landfill or through a trash service.However, regulations for cervids harvested outside Missouri remain unchanged.MDC to Accept Public Comments on Regulation Changes Until March 20, 2025The Missouri
Department of Conservation will accept public comments on proposed regulation changes until March 20, 2025. The Commission will review these comments before considering the regulations at its April 4 meeting. If approved, the changes will take effect June 30, 2025.Spring Turkey Season: April 12 13, 2025Youth Turkey Season: April 21 May 11,
2025Harvest Limits: Two male turkeys or turkeys with visible beards. Youth Hunters (ages 6-15) allowed to harvest one bird during Youth Weekend.Hunting Hours: All-day hunting on private lands, half-hour before sunrise to sunset. Half-hour before sunrise to 1:00 PM on public lands. Dates: October 1 31, 2025Regulations: Two turkeys of either sex
(archery and firearms portions combined), both may be taken on the same day. Closed to firearms hunting in certain counties.Missouri has divided its 6-inch wide territory into various wildlife zones that affect hunting regulations for different species. To get up-to-date zone maps and boundaries, visit the Missouri Department of Conservation website.
The state offers over a million acres of public hunting land through various programs including Conservation Areas, National Forests, Corps of Engineers lands, and properties managed by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources.The state offers several types of permits for resident and non-resident hunters, including Resident Small Game
Hunting Permit, Resident Archers Hunting Permit, Resident Firearms Deer Hunting Permit, and more. The Missouri Department of Conservation also offers various other permits such as Youth Deer and Turkey Permits, Resident Landowner Permits, and Lifetime Hunting Permits.It's essential to note that all hunters must obtain permission from
landowners before hunting on private property, and trespassing is strictly prohibited with severe penalties. Additionally, many conservation areas have specific regulations that must be followed, so it's crucial to check the MDC website or area bulletin boards for up-to-date information.Some species require electronic or phone check-in, while others
need physical tagging. Night hunting is generally prohibited, except in limited cases such as raccoons and coyotes during certain periods. It's also important to review current regulations for specific requirements.The Missouri Department of Conservation website provides helpful resources and links, including Deer Hunting Tips and Regulations,
Illinois Hunting Seasons, Kansas Hunting Seasons, Arkansas Hunting Seasons, and more. The state offers a diverse range of hunting opportunities, from Ozark forests to river bottoms and open plains, making it an excellent destination for hunters of all experience levels. Always verify current dates, zones, and specific rules before heading out on your
next hunting adventure.The preliminary data from the Department of Natural Resources reveals that hunters have registered a total of 31,285 birds during the current hunting season. This is approximately 7% fewer than the same time last year. The breakdown by management region shows Zone 1 leading with 8,914 registrations, followed closely by
Zone 3 and Zone 2. Wisconsin has made available 246,068 harvest authorizations for the spring turkey season, with a significant portion being awarded through a December drawing.Wild turkeys have been native to the state since their reintroduction in 1976, following several unsuccessful attempts earlier in the century. The restoration effort was a
collaborative project involving the DNR, Missouri Department of Conservation, and National Wild Turkey Federation. Today, wild turkeys can be found in all 72 counties in Wisconsin, with hunting being the second most popular activity after white-tailed deer hunting.Despite fluctuations, the state's turkey population has shown strong growth since its
reintroduction, with annual increases reported from 1983 to 2008. However, recent years have seen a stabilization of the harvest levels at around 50,000 birds per year. The factors influencing turkey reproduction and recruitment include weather conditions during nesting, habitat availability, winter severity, and predation.It is worth noting that
several other states have witnessed worrying declines in their wild turkey populations over the last couple decades, while Wisconsin's flock has only experienced fluctuations. The final spring harvest results for 2025 are expected to be released by late May or early June.Wild deer fawns are best left in the wild, as per an annual reminder from the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR). The agency advises against touching or intervening when encountering a fawn while outdoors, as it is likely with its mother nearby. Fawns remain quiet and hidden during their early weeks, relying on their spotted coats and minimal scent for defense. Their doe feeds nearby and returns to nurse the fawn
several times daily. Young fawns are often left alone for most of the day for safety reasons, but by the Fourth of July, they typically move with or near their mothers. If you find a seemingly healthy fawn lying quietly by itself, do not touch it and leave it there. Providing adequate space for the fawn and doe to exhibit natural behavior is crucial. Never
feed wild animals, as this can lead to nutritional deficiencies and even death. If a fawn appears sick or injured, record observations from a distance and take photos or videos if possible, then contact the DNR or a licensed wildlife rehabilitator for guidance. In Wisconsin, it is illegal to remove an animal from the wild without a license.
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