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Digital Markets Act: MEPs want stronger 
enforcement amid external pushback

The Digital Markets Act (DMA) is a key instrument to improve market 
openness and fairness, competition, and user choice in the EU

• 

New challenges posed by generative AI and cloud services need to 
be addressed

• 

External pressure must not compromise the EU’s sovereignty and 
autonomy to define its rules

• 

Effective and proportionate fines essential to ensure deterrence and 
safeguarding DMA’s effectiveness

• 

MEPs are pushing for the Commission’s timely and effective enforcement of the EU’s 
Digital Markets Act and closer scrutiny of AI-driven search tools and cloud services.

In a resolution adopted on Thursday by show of hands, Parliament urges the Commission to 
quickly and consistently enforce the EU’s Digital Markets Act (DMA) and to make full use of its 
enforcement powers. MEPs point to the growing strategic importance of cloud computing 
services and the increasing uptake of AI-driven search tools (such as Google’s AI overview), 
stressing the need for closer scrutiny under the DMA framework.

EU’s sovereignty must not be compromised 

MEPs warn against political pressure from third countries seeking to weaken the DMA and 
underline that such interference should not compromise the EU’s sovereignty and autonomy to 
enforce its own rules. The Commission should make full use of the DMA’s enforcement 
instruments (including regulatory dialogue, investigations, non-compliance proceedings, and 
fines) to prevent gatekeepers, regardless of their place of establishment, from bypassing the 
law.
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Ongoing non-compliance proceedings should be concluded without undue delay, MEPs say. 
They also regret the modest fines imposed on Meta and Apple and stress that effective and 
proportionate fines are essential to ensure deterrence.

Gatekeeper action

With gatekeepers having to comply with the DMA since 2024, smaller players continue to face 
discriminatory practices and gatekeeper-imposed restrictions, slowing innovation and reducing 
consumer choice. Concerns remain around Google’s persistent self-preferencing practices, 
TikTok’s consent screens using behavioural techniques to obtain consent, the change of default 
settings and easily accessing competing services by Microsoft , and the continued use of 
prohibited parity clauses by Booking.com. MEPs are also worried about restricted access to 
audiovisual media services on connected TVs and call on the Commission to monitor this 
segment of the market, to avoid replicating unfair practices such as those by Android on 
smartphones.

Real-world results 

Parliament urges the Commission to prioritise the enforcement of interoperability, data access, 
anti-steering and anti-self-preferencing obligations, while taking into account relevant market 
developments. The text says compliance with the DMA should be assessed in relation to 
practical, real-world outcomes on market openness, competition and user choice, while its 
effectiveness depends on empowered end-users.

Background

In November 2025, the Commission launched investigations into Amazon Web Services and 
Microsoft Azure to determine if they should be designated as gatekeepers for their cloud 
computing services. In April 2025, it issued its first non-compliance decisions and fines against 
Meta regarding its "pay or consent" advertising model and Apple for breaching its anti-steering 
obligations. On 28 April 2026, the Commission published the first review of the DMA, assessing 
the DMA’s impact and identifying areas of future focus, such as cloud services and AI.

Further information
Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection
Adopted text (30.04.2026)
Procedure file 
Press release following the committee vote (24.03.2026)
Working group on the implementation of the Digital Markets Act
About the DMA (Commission) 
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_2717
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1085
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_26_914
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/imco/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
https://oeil.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2026/2596(RSP)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20260323IPR38812/dma-meps-demand-timely-action-and-resilience-against-external-pressures
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/working-group-on-the-implementation-of-t/product-details/20221117CDT10643
https://digital-markets-act.ec.europa.eu/about-dma_en
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