THE INVISIBLE MESSIAH

MATTHEW 27:55 - 28:15

755Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had fol-
lowed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. *Among them were Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of
Zebedee's sons.

¥ As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named
Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. ¥Going to Pilate, he
asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him. *Joseph
took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, ®and placed it in his own new
tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in front of the
entrance to the tomb and went away. ¢"Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
were sitting there opposite the tomb.

®?The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the
Pharisees went to Pilate. ¢3“Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was
still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days | will rise again.” ®*So give the
order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his dis-
ciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been
raised from the dead. This last deception will be worse than the first.”

¢"Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you
know how.” ®So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on
the stone and posting the guard.

21 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.

2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His
appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. “The
guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.

*The angel said to the women, “"Do not be afraid, for | know that you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. ®He is not here; he has risen, just as he
said. Come and see the place where he lay. "Then go quickly and tell his dis-
ciples: "He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.
There you will see him.” Now | have told you.”

8So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and
ran to tell his disciples. ?Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They
came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. "°Then Jesus said to them,
“Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see
me."”

"While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the
city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. ""When
the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the
soldiers a large sum of money, ¥telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples
came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.” "If this
report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”
5So the soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. And this
story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day.

TRANSFORMED BY THE TRUTH

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION AND DISCUSSION

Have you ever seen the “invisible gorilla” video? (If not, it's on
YouTube.) If so, did you see the gorilla the first time? At what
other times in your life have you failed to see something at first
that later became obvious to you?

What details in Matthew's account of the resurrection of Jesus
lend credibility to his testimony?

What objections might be made to Matthew’s account of the
resurrection? Do you believe those objections can be answered
persuasively? Why or why not?

If the resurrection is true, why do you think so many people miss
it? If you are a Christian, how did you miss it before you were a
Christian?

What are some of the practical implications of the resurrection of
Jesus? What difference does it make in everyday life?
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