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By this point, shipping-container architectura is fairy standard
fore, having been incorporated info houses, shops, offices

1o what extent does the Lse of these ublquitous st

submerge them Info something quite diferent, or stick fo thelr
Intrinsic imitations and qualities? There are fine examples

of both approaches. On a number of levels. this residential
projoct in Dhaka targets bofh opposing Gims, and comes up
with something of a hybid.

Situated amid rural forming piofs some distance from
neighbouring buidings. Escape Den octs as an urban retieat,
apioce fo get away from the city’s dust and chacs and

enjoy the salubrious environs nearby, ov

looking gresnery
amid relative quiet. The scheme erects a mefal skeleton

and then popuiates it with four shipping confainers. leaving
spaces and platforms in between. The house operates on four
different hait-levels, from ground-foor parking bay o top-floor
bedrooms. The steel frame, which s feft raw and rusty.ifts the
main Iving space just off grade, The plan lays out two principal
sidos orgonisod GCToss an 0pen $pace between them... @
planted atrum courtyard that it once the vines grow in all
found it,bacorme a cool veid in the mididie of the bulkding.
Open staitcases crisscross this atrium, cimbing up the frame
via open femaces. Above the parking bay is an intenal lounge
space.
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otography as indicated

On the interiors, the containers are

the mast transformed. Bedrooms and
Iving space feature walls of finished
panel or venser, and openings cut info
the steel wolls are fixed with modem
metal windows. But from without, there
is no doubt that these are relics from
the shipping Industry. All the metal -
containers and steel frame - is painted
an earthy red/brown. whike the new
window frames are black. This palette
enhances the contrasting greenery
and landscape elements of the
scheme, charging things up through
opposition of hard and soft, natural
and industrial,

Itis noteworthy that the largest iving
space is actually the terrace in front of
the container. And the most prominent
architectural component of Escape
Den may be the latticed canopy
floating over the fop of two-thirds

of the house, resting upon the stes!
beams. Undoubted, the containers
are the supporfing players here: it is
the frame in ai ifs robust grandew that
steis the show. But what's wong with
that? indead. it i the ttitude of the
archifects fo ntegrate the containers
info something larger and ket them
play more subdued roies in the form
of Escape Den.and to the benefit of
both frame and box. This integration

is the reason tha scheme succaeds

beyond being simply an eye-catching
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(0 of reckaimad metal pieces. What's more, the
overall massing and arangement of solid and
voidis <t the parts of the hous that

& Rain have delivered o small essay here on
how to compose with volume and space, adjust

proportion. and appreciate matericls.




