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As we approach the end of the year, this is the perfect time to reflect on our shared 

experience as Lions. While each of us brings something unique, it is our combined effort 

that creates the greatest impact.

When we come together in service, we achieve meaningful goals and show our 

communities the kindness and commitment Lions are known for. As Lions, we are never 

alone — we support one another, inspire one another and overcome challenges together.

There is still time to join forces this year and do something great. I look forward to seeing 

what you and your clubs accomplish together.

Together in service,

A.P. Singh

International President

Creative Strategies Are Growing One Lions Club Fast

Every new member brings fresh energy, new ideas and greater capacity to serve — but how do you 

attract them? The Phoenix Asian-American Lions Club has found creative, effective ways to grow 

and keep members engaged. In this video, discover the strategies behind their thriving, expanding 

club — and how you can put them to work in your own.

Turn Your Social Media into a Membership Magnet

Is your club’s social media working as hard as it could? A strong, engaging online presence can 

showcase your impact, promote service projects and attract new members who want to get 

involved.  Want to stand out even more? Check out our social media webpage and get Lions gear 

like our Experience More collection to boost your visibility.

Supporting Mental Health Together

Mental health is one of the world’s most urgent challenges — and Lions are stepping up to make a 

difference. And there’s more: research shows that volunteering doesn’t just help others — it 

benefits your own mental health, too. Being a Lion means making an impact and feeling good 

while you do good.

.
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Message from the 5M9
District Governor Cathe Picek

cathe.picek@gmail.com

We Did It! We Grew and Served more this year! 

THANK YOU - 5M9 LIONS for your… 

Team spirits and working together to achieve our goals 

Hearing the ideas of new members and reacting to them 

Awesome attitudes, patience and perseverance with change 

Necessary passion to be a Lion – to get the work done 

Kindness and generosity in donations to the Lions Clubs 

International Foundation (LCIF)  

 

Your passions in supporting our 8 Lions Global Causes – and 

making a difference in our communities 

Outstanding commitments to the goals of our clubs, District 5M9 

and Multiple District 5M  

Unified efforts to fulfill the challenges and needs of your 

communities by starting new and unique clubs in our district 

 

Leading the way with new clubs, new members and better retention 

Integrity in the work that is done that shows our Lionism spirit 

Out of the box thinking which will enhance our future efforts to 

grow 

Natural abilities and skills to make our Lions clubs & district one of 

the best 

Serving with integrity, passion, kindness, empathy, and respect 

 
MY SINCERE THANKS TO ALL LIONS FOR AN AWESOME 2025-2026 –  
with one month to go we can continue to Grow and Serve more people!  
 
LIONS SERVICE SHINES! 
DG Lion Cathe 
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Message From
District Governor Elect 

Sheri Greenwaldt 
lionqsheri@gmail.com

Lions of 5M9

As another Lions year comes to a close, it is incredible to look back and reflect on all that was 

accomplished together. This past year was filled with service, leadership, fellowship, learning, and 

countless moments that reminded us why being a Lion is so meaningful.

Throughout the year, clubs across the district stepped up in amazing ways to serve their communities. 

From community events and fundraisers to environmental projects, youth programs, hunger initiatives, 

vision support, and disaster relief efforts, Lions continued to answer the call to serve wherever help was 

needed. Every project, no matter how big or small, made an impact.

This year also showed the strength of teamwork. Clubs worked together, members supported one 

another, and new friendships were formed along the way. The dedication and passion you all showed 

truly made this year special.

We also saw growth in many ways. Members attended training, clubs explored new ideas, and many 

Lions stepped into new leadership roles. Growth is what keeps our organization strong and helps 

prepare us for the future. It has been inspiring to watch members challenge themselves, learn new 

skills, and continue developing as leaders.

Perhaps one of the greatest highlights of this past year was the fellowship shared among Lions. 

Whether at club meetings, service projects, conventions, training sessions, or community events, the 

friendships and connections built through Lionism remain one of our greatest strengths. Lions truly 

become family, which is one of the reasons why I am a Lion!

Most importantly, this past year reminded us that service matters. Because of the dedication of Lions, 

lives were changed, communities were strengthened, and hope was shared with so many people. The 

work done this year reflects the very best of what it means to live out our motto: “We Serve.”

As we look ahead to a new Lions year, we should all feel proud of what was accomplished together. 

Thank you to every Lion who gave their time, talents, energy, and heart this past year. Your service 

made a difference, and our district is stronger because of you.

One final thing… I am still looking to fill a few positions on the cabinet! We currently have openings for 

Zone Chairs in Zones 3, 4, and 6, as well as positions for Lions Vision Foundation (East Side), KidSight 

(East Side), and Youth Exchange (either side).

If you have ever considered becoming more involved at the district level, this is a wonderful 

opportunity to grow as a leader, meet new people, and do cool things. Serving on the cabinet has truly 

been a blast, and I have loved the friendships, learning opportunities, and experiences that come with it.

Honestly, each of these positions has your name written all over it! We all have unique talents to share, 

and sometimes stepping into a new role can become one of the most rewarding parts of our Lions 

journey.

If you are interested, curious, or would simply like to learn more about any of these leadership 

opportunities, please reach out. I would love to visit with you and help you find the role that fits you 

best.

DGE Sheri 
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Message From
1st Vice District Governor Elect 

Diane Kunze

Reading our International President's article this month, I agree that by working 

with other groups within our communities we can make a larger impact with our 

service. Lions do not need to do things alone. Clubs across our district come of all 

sizes. From clubs under 10 members to clubs with over 100 members.

This speaks to the smaller clubs. Pair with another club and we can do more. Make 

a project bigger, increase the impact of the project. Show the community how 

much fun we have providing service to our communities.

Also, by pairing with another club, you may gain a member or two at the same 

time.

As I have talked to clubs this year with the 4 words. Meaningful, Relevant, Inclusive 

and Fun. If a project lacks meaning or relevance, do not be afraid to mix things up. 

Make French toast instead of pancakes. Do not be afraid of falling on your knees. 

We can learn something even by falling on our knees.

Diane Kunze

1st Vice District Governor Elect
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Message From
2nd Vice District Governor Elect Joe Laudenbach

As your Second Vice District Governor-Elect, I am very excited for the upcoming Zone Chair 

Training on June 18th. This training is an important opportunity for us to prepare our Zone 

Chairs for a successful Lions year ahead. Together, we will focus on helping clubs grow, 

strengthening communication, and supporting clubs in achieving their goals.

We will also be discussing plans for scheduling Zone Fairs, club visits, and both the Fall and 

Spring Zone Meetings. Strong Zone Chairs help create strong clubs, and I am looking forward 

to working alongside each of you as we continue building momentum across our district.

Being a Zone Chair is not only a meaningful leadership opportunity — it is also a lot of fun! 

You get the chance to visit clubs, meet Lions from across the district, share ideas, celebrate 

successes, and build new friendships along the way. It is a rewarding role that gives you a 

front-row seat to all the great things happening throughout our district.

We still have opportunities available in Zones 3, 4, and 6 for Lions interested in serving as 

Zone Chairs. If you have ever considered taking on a leadership role and helping clubs 

succeed, this is a great opportunity to get involved and make a difference.

Please feel free to reach out to me, Sheri, or Diane with any questions or if you would like 

more information about serving as a Zone Chair.

Thank you for all you do for Lionism and for the communities we serve!

5M9 2nd VDGE Joe Laudenbach
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Aitkin Lions Club — 100 Years!

Congratulations to all and thank you for a 

century of service.

Aitkin Lions President Tom Bruss kicked off the 

evening as emcee. Brian Sheehan presented a 

TEAM Sheehan Foundation Fellowship Medal to 

Carroll Jansen — congratulations, Carroll!

Peggy Gibbons and Steve Harvey were also 

honored with International President’s Certificate 

of Appreciation recognition.

What a wonderful night of celebration and gratitude.
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Day of Learning Highlights

The newly elected officers of the Henning Lions Club participated in the annual District 5M9 Day of 

Learning, joining Lions from across the region for a full day of leadership development, collaboration, 

and preparation for the upcoming service year.

This event provided valuable opportunities for officers to strengthen their skills, connect with district 

leaders, and gain insight into the programs and mission of Lions International.

Henning Lions Club Officers at the Day of Learning

Left to Right – 2026-2027 Incoming Officers of the 
Henning Lions Club: Tres. Elect. - Beth Gettner; Sec. 
Elect. Lori Smith; Pres. Elect. Charity Coates; Member 
Lisa Dreyer (photo by David Coates)
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2nd 3rd

Dear Lions of 5M9,
Thank you all for helping 5M9 achieve its membership goal this year! Because of your hard 
work, enthusiasm, and willingness to invite others to serve alongside us, we have welcomed 
more than 250 new members into our clubs this year. That is truly something to celebrate.

More members means more friendships, more hands-on service, stronger relationships, and 
more people being served throughout our communities. Every invitation you extended, every 
story you shared, and every new member you welcomed made a difference.

Thank you to every Lion in our district for all that you do. Thank you for sharing the joy of 
Lionism, for sharing your stories, and for simply being you. Your passion for service continues to 
inspire others and helps keep our clubs growing and thriving.

It has been an honor serving as your GMT this year. I am excited to see the great things our 
district will continue to accomplish together in the years ahead.
Thank you again for an incredible year!

Yours in Service,
Joe Laudenbach
District 5M9 GMT
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2nd 3rd

Bonnie Lehrke presented $500 Osage Lions scholarships to 

both Vivian Shepersky and Mason McCarthy.

Baxter Lions Kenn Shepherd and Ann Powers 

presented scholarships to Emma Jetsch, Julia Phillips, 

Sophie Silvernail.  Andrew Kargel not shown. 
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Here We Grow Again!

2nd

Induction of Phyllis Haldimann and Mary Laha was led by 5M9 
Governor Cathe Picek.
Pictured L-R Cathe Picek, Jill Anderson, Phyllis Haldimann, Mary 
Laha and Robin Purgett.

May induction of Ann Theno, Katy Sax, Diane Peters, Liz Bildsoe, Lori Dallun & Mary Lynch was led by 
MD5M Council Chair Denise Laudenbach
L-R Front Ann Theno, Katy Sax, Diane Peters
L_R Back Joe Laudenbach, Liz Bildsoe, Robin Purgett, Jill Anderson, Lori Dalluhn, Mary Lynch, Kevoin
McGartwaite and Denise Laudenbach

Teresa Linn, Colette McConville and Kevin McGartwaite were inducted during previous meetings.
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“Neighbors Helping Neighbors”

2nd 3rd

Members and friends 
of the Hackensack Lions 
club completed their 
ditch clean-up on State 
Hwy. 371 during 
Environmental week 
April 18 – 26th.

Hackensack Lions and a 
member from the Backus Lions 
Club participated in “Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors” on 
Saturday, May 16th.

Neighbors Helping Neighbors –
At a local resident who needed help with outside 

spring clean-up. We loaded up 3 large tarps with 
leaves, twigs, and pine needles.
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Park Rapids LIons Marge Hobson, Zelda Novak and Dick Kimball were proud to present 
$500.00 scholarships to three deserving seniors.

At the Annual McGregor Lions Academic and 
Athletic Banquet, five student were awarded 
scholarships from the McGregor Lions. One 
student was awarded scholarship from an 
anonymous donor, a former McGregor Lions 
scholarship recipient.
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Importance of New Member Orientation – Lions 101

A major focus of the day was New Member Orientation, a foundational component of

building strong, informed, and engaged Lions. Orientation ensures that new members

understand:

 The goals and mission of Lions International

 The history and traditions of Lionism

 The structure and function of their local club

 Their role in serving the community and district

When members feel informed and connected, they are more confident, motivated, and

ready to serve.

The 5M9 Global Leadership Team (GLT) will continue offering New Member Training

sessions in both spring and fall. These sessions are open to all new Lions and any

current member wishing to expand their knowledge.

For more information, contact:

GLT Coordinator Michelle Nickolauson

goodman.michelle@rocketmail.com

KidSight Highlights MD5M Convention in Minnetonka

KidSight was proud to be present at the MD5M Multiple District Convention in

Minnetonka, where International President A. P. Sing delivered an inspiring keynote

address. His message was clear: the Lions of MD5M are poised for growth, and now is

the time to expand our service and strengthen our impact.

One powerful way to support that growth is by bringing a KidSight visionscreening

program to your club. KidSight offers Lions a handson, highimpact service project that

directly benefits children and families in our communities. Many clubs have already

seen how KidSight can energize membership, increase visibility, and create meaningful

partnerships with schools and childcare centers.

I encourage any club interested in learning more to consider launching a KidSight

program. I am available to visit your club, answer questions, and share how easy it is to

get started.

For more information or to schedule a presentation, please contact me at

dtcoates2@gmail.com.
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District Governor,

1st and 2nd  Vice District Governor Travels

5M9 District Governor, 1st and 2nd Vice District Governor

Club Visit Request Form 
Click here for form 

Link address

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZPCPSFnn5Fi6KT3lTXQfzDd3VNERXNt4QeS7CdJ9wlJtHyA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZPCPSFnn5Fi6KT3lTXQfzDd3VNERXNt4QeS7CdJ9wlJtHyA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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District Governor                       

Cathe Picek (Jerry Bohnsack)                         

24254 Placid Dr.                         

Deerwood MN 56444

C: 218-330-7804                                    

cathe.picek@gmail.com

District Governor Elect 

Sheri Greenwaldt

60502 Co. Hwy 40

Parkers Prairie, MN 56361

C: 507-456-0788                                    

lionqsheri@gmail.com

1st Vice District Governor Elect

Diane Kunze      

210 North Circle Drive

Rothsay, MN  56579

C: 218-671-0885

dimarku@icloud.com

Cabinet Secretary

Kim Donahue

PO Box #84

Park Rapids MN 56470

612-968-3640

secretary@lionsof5m9.org

District Treasurer                                

Linda Albrecht-Norby ( Jay)

1021 5th Ave NW

Perham, MN 56573

C: 218-298-4743                                    

H: 218-346-3200              

pdglinda@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor

Sue Stebbins (Dick)

26390 Glen Drive

Garrison, MN 56450

C: 218-851-2510

5m9newsletter@gmail.com

mailto:cathe.picek@gmail.com
mailto:lionqsheri@gmail.com
mailto:dianehansen_link@hotmail.com
mailto:5m9newsletter@gmail.com
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