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Mark S. Lyon of Brookfield, Connecticut, USA, was elected International 

President of Lions Clubs International at the 108th International Convention in 

Hong Kong, China, July 3–7, 2026.

Before retiring in 2024, President Lyon spent more than 40 years in corporate 

legal administration and financial services. A long-time Brookfield resident 

active in community, church, and local government, he joined the Brookfield 

Lions Club in 1996. He has since served as international director, multiple 

district council chairperson, multiple district GLT coordinator, and in numerous 

leadership roles including LCI Forward project team member, Global Action 

Team area leader, District Governor-Elect Seminar group leader, and board 

liaison to the 2019 USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum.

His service has been recognized with multiple International President’s 

Awards, Certificates of Appreciation, an International President’s Leadership 

Award, and the prestigious Ambassador of Good Will Award. He is also 

honored as a Connecticut Knight of the Blind and Connecticut Ambassador of 

Sight.

Beyond Lionism, President Lyon has served on the boards of the Silver Lake 

Conference Center and Wide Horizons for Children and has been active in 

several professional associations. He is a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow. 

His wife, Lyn, also a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, is a long-time Lion. 

They are the proud parents of three daughters.

MARK S. LYON –

INTERNATIONAL 

PRESIDENT
”Rooted in Service”
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Message from the 5M9
District Governor Sheri Greenwaldt
lionqsheri@gmail.com

What an incredible honor it has been for Mom and me to represent District 5M9 at the International Convention in Hong 

Kong and for me to be officially installed as your District Governor for the 2026–2027 Lions year.

Standing alongside thousands of Lions from around the world was both humbling and inspiring. No matter where we 

come from or what language we speak, we are united by one purpose: to serve. During the plenary sessions, Lions shared 

inspiring stories of service from countries around the globe. It was incredible to witness the impact Lions are making 

worldwide and to realize that the work we do here in District 5M9 is part of something so much bigger.

One of the proudest moments of the convention came during the second plenary session when District 5M9 was 

recognized alongside Jacob's Voice for our partnership in promoting Lions Quest. Watching the video presentation and 

hearing the powerful message about kindness and raising awareness of cyberbullying was truly inspiring. It was a 

reminder that the work we do today can change lives for generations to come.

Here in District 5M9, we are committed to expanding Lions Quest throughout our schools. We are proud to have the 

program in two school districts, and this is just the beginning. Our goal is to continue growing that number and equip 

students with the social and emotional skills they need to build healthy relationships, make positive choices, and create 

kinder, more compassionate communities. Together, we can help ensure that every child has the opportunity to learn these 

life-changing skills.

Another highlight of the convention was hearing International President Mark Lyon introduce this year's theme, "Rooted 

in Service." He reminded us that, just like a mighty oak tree, our strength comes from our roots. Our strength comes not 

from standing alone, but from the help, hope, and care we provide for others. Those roots are built on compassion, 

integrity, leadership, and service. When our roots are strong, we can weather any storm, continue to grow, and provide 

shelter, hope, and encouragement to those around us. Service is the soil in which we grow. Our roots run deep, our impact 

endures, and our work is built to last for generations.

District 5M9 is embracing this message throughout the 2026–2027 Lions year. You'll see International President Mark 

Lyon's "Rooted in Service" theme woven throughout our district initiatives, marketing campaigns, newsletters, emails, and 

social media posts—so be sure to watch your inbox and follow our social media channels!

Throughout this year, we will focus on strengthening our roots by growing membership, developing leaders, supporting 

our clubs, and expanding our service to meet the needs of our communities. Every service project, every new member, 

every act of kindness, and every life we touch helps our roots grow even deeper. Together, we will build a stronger 

district, cultivate future leaders, and ensure that the legacy of Lions service continues to flourish for generations to come.

As I begin this journey as your District Governor, I want to thank each of you for the trust you have placed in me. I am 

excited to visit your clubs, celebrate your successes, and work alongside you as we continue making a difference 

throughout District 5M9 and beyond.

Remember, whether your club serves five people or five hundred, every act of service matters. Like a pebble dropped into 

a pond, every act of kindness creates a ripple that extends far beyond what we can see. Together, we are creating a ripple 

effect that reaches farther than we may ever know.

Thank you for everything you do as Lions. I look forward to an amazing year as we remain Rooted in Service!

Lion Sheri Greenwaldt

District Governor 2026-2027
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Message From
1st Vice District Governor  

Diane Kunze

It is the start of a new year. We seem to be off and running making plans for the upcoming year. Scheduling Club 

visits, creating event, making plans for our clubs ,deciding service projects for the upcoming year the list goes on.

This makes me think about IP Mark Lyon's "Be the Ripple".

Where does the Ripple start? Does it start with the impact of the service project? Does it start with the 

planning? The idea of a project or event?

A ripple begins after the splash from tossing a pebble or another object into the water. We all know this from 

tossing the rock as kids into the lake. When did that ripple start? When did we choose to find that perfect rock? 

Searched on the shore for the perfect rock? When did we pick up the rock? Threw the rock into the lake? When the 

rock entered the water? Watching the splash turn into ripples on the water? Celebrating the splash and ripples?

As I ponder this, I am learning that it is all of the above. Allow me to explain. For the ripple to happen, we first 

must decide to pick up the rock. A member must have an idea for a service project to bring to the club or 

district. Then convince the club members that the project has value and is relevant to pursue. As the project takes 

shape, build a team to begin to research and plan the event or service project. We just searched for that perfect rock 

then picked the rock from the shore. You can hold the rock in your hand and see the colors and shape the rock has 

and marvel at its beauty and uniqueness. We now can toss the rock into the lake. Launch the project. Marvel at the 

possibilities looking forward, gazing at the hope of a big splash. Then here it is SPLASH! The first ripple begins 

and turns into another and another and another. That smile that shines on your face that your rock just made those 

ripples. Your service project is taking place and running like a well-oiled machine from all the planning meetings 

that took place. Jumping with a heart filled with joy as this project made a big splash just like the rock made in the 

lake as when we were kids.

The ripple is all of this. Be the Ripple embraces the process. From the

beginning to the end. Each part of the process can and will of course 

determine just how big the splash and ripple will be in the end. Keep 

this in mind. The splash can be huge for one person to have a huge 

impact.

Just as a large turnout for a fundraiser will also have a huge impact.

So my dear friends Be The Ripple. I look forward to see the splash the

clubs in 5M9 will create.

Yours in Service

1st Vice District Governor

Diane Kunze
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Message From
2nd Vice District Governor Joe Laudenbach

By Second Vice District Governor Joe Laudenbach 

As we begin another exciting Lions year, I want to challenge each of you with a simple question:

Do you have a friend, coworker, neighbor, or acquaintance who would make a great Lion?

If someone comes to mind, don't wait—reach out and invite them to join you at your next club 

meeting or service project. Sometimes all it takes is a simple invitation to change someone's life and 

strengthen your club. 

Every act of service creates a ripple. When we invite a new member, start a new service project, 

volunteer for a project we've never participated in before, or join a committee that's outside our 

comfort zone, those ripples spread throughout our communities. One invitation can lead to a lifetime 

of service. 

Don't be afraid to share your ideas, your enthusiasm, and your passion for serving others. 

Compassion is contagious. When people see Lions making a difference—serving meals, collecting 

eyeglasses, supporting youth, helping families, or improving our communities—they want to be part 

of something meaningful. 

Our clubs accomplish incredible things because of dedicated Lions who are willing to step forward 

and serve. Imagine the impact we can make if every Lion invites just one person to experience the 

joy of service. 

This month, I encourage you to: 

▪ Invite someone to join you at a club meeting or service project. 

▪ Participate in a service project you've never attended before. 

▪ Volunteer for a committee or leadership role that's new to you.

▪ Share your ideas and inspire others to get involved. 

Together, we can create ripples that become waves of positive change across District 5M9. Thank 

you for everything you do to serve your communities. Keep spreading the joy of Lionism, one act of 

kindness—and one invitation—at a time. 

Service is our motto, and together, our ripple effect is limitless. 

Lion Joe 218-851-5540 
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Parkers Prairie LIONS met in the Park for their Annual Steak Fry. President David 

Arvidson and Lion Mark ‘ Doc ‘ Helgeson announced the Athletes of the Year which the 

Club sponsors. Male Athlete was Trevor Rounds and Female Athlete was Norah 

Froslee. President Dave presented Longevity Pins to Lion Paul Talley / 25 years and 

Lion Mark ‘ Doc ‘ Helgeson / 35 years.

Trevor Rounds and Pres. Dave

District 5M9 Youth Outreach Scholarship application 2026-2027 is available!

Our college students are home on their summer breaks and now is the best time to let them know about the District 
5M9 Youth Outreach Scholarship. This scholarship is available to 2-year technical, bachelor, and graduate school 
students who are earning degrees that will lead to working directly with youth.

The scholarship application is available to download on the 5M9 website: www.lionsof5m9.org . It is under 
“Resources” and is the 2nd item listed under “Forms.” You can print the cover letter that instructs the students on 
how they can access the fillable application form or print the entire scholarship to distribute to potential applicants. 
Keep a few copies available for your club members to reach out to any eligible college students in your community.

http://www.lionsof5m9.org/


August 20266

The Battle Lake Lions had a successful D-Feet Walk/Bike Ride on June 6th with 25 
people, and a couple dogs, participating. The Riverside Lions Club, Fergus Falls, won 
the prize of 4 year around State Park passes for the most members participating. 

The Ottertail Lions won a beautiful Glendalough State Park print for the largest Club 
donation to the MN Lions Hearing Foundation. A total of $1,578.00 was donated to 
the MN Lions Hearing Foundation .
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Sweetheart Days parade Hackensack Lions
Picture #1: Sweetheart days parade.  Lion Steve in his motorized Lion’s recliner complete with lamp, 

TV, phone and more!

Picture #2 – Our Lions club joined the Sweetheart Days parade with our newly renovated float.

Joining us was the Nevis Robotics Team (consists of youth from Nevis and the surrounding towns)… a 

talented group that our club loves to support.

Picture #3: Sweetheart Days parade

Left to right: Back - Lions Sue, Brenda, and Steve

Seated – Helper Caden, Lion Vicki, Linnea, and Karen
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Growing Stronger Than Ever!

Park Rapids Lions welcomed three new members at the July 14th meeting.
returning Lion Connie Green with her sponsor Lion Dick Kimball
Michele Bond with her sponsor Lion Zelda Novak, Lion Phil Sailer and his new member Marshall 
Howe. Presiding over the ceremony was our esteemed president Lion Michelle Mickolauson.

The Aitkin Lions through there plastics project just received three Trex Benches for there efforts in 

collecting plastics ( wraps, bags, and other plastics) These benches will be placed in three area churches, 

St. Johns Lutheran. Ist Lutheran, and Aitkin United Methodist. Benches have already been placed at St. 

James Catholic, Glory Bapist, Riverwoods new Surgical unit, and Rippleside Elementary School to honor 

a fallen student.

With continued recycling by the Aitkin Lions, more Benches will be placed in the Aitkin Area.

From Bags to Benches
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2nd 3rd

Park Rapids Lions Parade Float. Lion John Fischer made 
the lion and cake. Fun time
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Parkers Prairie Lion Rick Gappa received the Helen Keller 
Award. ( He and his Family are in the Picture)

Parkers Prairie Lion Gary Olson 
received the MJF

Merrifield Lions Club had 5 Scholarship recipients this 

year. They each received a scholarship of $600.00 each. A 

few of our recipients came in person to Parkfest on Saturday 

to receive their Scholarship. 

Thank you to everyone who came out to our 2026 Park fest 

& Car Show last Saturday! And to everyone who helped to 

make it a success! We appreciate the support of our 

wonderful Merrifield Community! 

We got to celebrate the 40th Birthday of our Merrifield 

Lion's Club! And thank you to every car who participated in 

our Car Show! 
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Through the Years: A Journey in Time
by District 5m9 Historian Lion Zelda Novak 

Who Was Barney Gill?

With a background working with young people in athletics and the Army, 

Barney Gill recognized that joining the Lions would give him the opportunity to 

continue serving his community. Sponsored by Lion Ray Campbell, Gill joined the 

Virginia Beach Lions Club in February 1973, becoming the One Millionth Lion to 

join Lions International.

That same year brought several other milestones for Lionism:

•The Nisswa Lions Club was chartered, sponsored by the Brainerd Lions.

•The 5M Hearing Foundation was formed.

•LCIF awarded its first-ever disaster grant—$5,000 to assist flood victims in 

South Dakota.

•During the 1973 International Convention in Miami, the 

Lions International Trading Pin Club was established.

The International President at the time was George Friedrichs of 

Quebec, Canada.
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Message from your  
District Global Membership Team

Hello Lions,

July is always an exciting time in the Lion’s year. It’s a season of new beginnings — new officers stepping into 

leadership, clubs exploring fresh ideas, and districts looking for even better ways to serve our communities. It’s 

also the perfect moment to welcome new members, share the pride you feel in service, and show others how 

meaningful it is to give back.

Over the years, I’ve learned that every Lions club is unique. While most clubs elect a president, secretary, and 

treasurer, the additional officer roles can vary widely. One role that not every club includes is a Membership 

Chair. If your club doesn’t currently have one, you may not be familiar with how important this position can be.

Below is an overview of the GMT Membership Chair role as described by Lions Clubs International.

The main roles of a Global Membership Team (GMT) Club Membership Chairperson include:

1.Serve on the club’s Global Action Team as the club Membership Chairperson.

2.Work with the District Global Action Team on membership initiatives and attend relevant district, region, 

and zone meetings and events.

3.Lead a membership committee to support action plans and help achieve the club’s membership goals.

4.Encourage all members to recruit prospective members and follow up promptly with prospects.

5.Promote a positive, harmonious club atmosphere by listening to concerns and helping improve the member 

experience.

6.Engage new members in activities that match their interests.

7.Ensure new members receive effective orientation so they understand how the club operates within the 

district, multiple district, and Lions Clubs International.

My challenge to clubs that do not currently have a Membership Chair is simple: elect one this month. A 

dedicated Membership Chair strengthens your club, supports growth, and ensures every Lion has a meaningful 

place to serve.

Thank you for your service, your leadership, and your commitment to making a difference!

Please reach out to me at ekeppers@gmail.com or 218-371-1321. Lion Erica Keppers

mailto:ekeppers@gmail.com
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Message from your new 
District Global Service Team

Hello Lions of 5M-9. I am the new Global Service Team (GST) District Coordinator for 

5M-9 for the 2026-2027 Lions Year. I may be unfamiliar to most of you since my wife, 

Lion Linnae, and I moved to Aitkin last October from Jordan, MN (District 5M-2). We 

transferred our memberships to the Palisade Area Lions Club and are enjoying our new 

lake home and what our new club is doing for our community.

I am excited to work with DG Sheri and her team to make 5M-9 an even better district 

within the Multiple. I am in the process of developing Service Goals that support DG 

Sheri’s goals and those of the MD5M Multiple. One goal is to coordinate a district-wide 

service project involving either Hunger or Youth. A second goal is to help clubs in 5M-

9 with their Lions Portal service reporting to ensure all clubs report the great work that 

they do throughout the year.

As a relatively new member in 5M-9, I am looking for feedback from clubs on what is 

needed within our district to serve its communities around hunger and/or youth. If you 

have ideas on how we can serve these two areas, please reach out to me to share your 

thoughts. I will also need some help to pull this service project together, so let me know 

if you want to participate with me on the GST.

I am looking forward to meeting you at club meetings, Zone meetings, and the Mid-

Winter Convention. Enjoy your summer and let’s serve our communities doing what 

Lions do best.

Lion Todd Schansberg

toddschansberg@gmail.com
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A Membership Message 

"Everybody thought somebody would recruit a new Lion. Anybody could have done it, but nobody did. 
The strongest clubs are built when every Lion accepts the responsibility to invite one person to serve." 

That's a classic leadership and volunteerism lesson often called "Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and 
Nobody." It's especially relevant to Lions membership growth and service. 

There was an important job to be done, and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do it. 

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody's job. 

Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn't do it. 

In the end, Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done. 

Applying This to Lions Membership 

When it comes to recruiting new members, many clubs fall into this trap: 

• Everybody thinks membership growth is important.  

• Somebody on the Membership Committee is expected to handle it.  

• Anybody could invite a friend, neighbor, coworker, or family member.  

• But if Nobody extends the invitation, the club doesn't grow.  

The solution is simple: 

Every Lion takes personal responsibility to invite at least one person to learn about Lions. 

If every Lion recruits one member, membership growth becomes everyone's responsibility—not somebody 
else's. 

PDG Jay Norby 
CA1 GAT Area C Leader 
ND/SD/MN/WI/IA 
Lions Club International 
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District Governor,

1st and 2nd  Vice District Governor Travels

5M9 District Governor, 1st and 2nd Vice District Governor

Club Visit Request Form 
Click here for form 

Link address

Travel Calendar 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZPCPSFnn5Fi6KT3lTXQfzDd3VNERXNt4QeS7CdJ9wlJtHyA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZPCPSFnn5Fi6KT3lTXQfzDd3VNERXNt4QeS7CdJ9wlJtHyA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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District Governor                       

Sheri Greenwaldt

60502 Co. Hwy 40

Parkers Prairie, MN 56361

C: 507-456-0788                                    

lionqsheri@gmail.com

1st Vice District Governor 

Diane Kunze      

210 North Circle Drive

Rothsay, MN  56579

C: 218-671-0885

dimarku@icloud.com

2nd Vice District Governor 

Joe Laudenbach   (Denise)

18010 Buckmark Trail

Brainerd, MN  56401

C: 218-851-5540

joelaudenbach@gmail.com

Cabinet Secretary

Kim Donahue

PO Box #84

Park Rapids MN 56470

612-968-3640

secretary@lionsof5m9.org

District Treasurer                                

Linda Albrecht-Norby ( Jay)

1021 5th Ave NW

Perham, MN 56573

C: 218-298-4743                                    

H: 218-346-3200              

pdglinda@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor

Sue Stebbins (Dick)

26390 Glen Drive

Garrison, MN 56450

C: 218-851-2510

5m9newsletter@gmail.com

mailto:lionqsheri@gmail.com
mailto:dimarku@icloud.com
mailto:joelaudenbach@gmail.com
mailto:5m9newsletter@gmail.com
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