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”Rooted in Service”

Being “Rooted in Service” is about more than just the service others see us do. It’s 

about who we are at our foundation. Our roots in service are strong, and they run 

deep.

Lions are often the first to answer the call, find a solution or identify a need. And when 

we do, we step up. We help. We serve.

This year, work with your club to create service projects that are engaging, impactful 

and aligned with what your community needs. And if you want to make them even 

more fun, invite your family and friends to serve with you.

True impact starts with one act of service, big or small. I can’t wait to see what you 

do!

In friendship and service,

Mark S. Lyon

International President

Make the Most of Your Service Journey

Ready to make an impact but not sure where to begin? The Service Toolkit has 

everything you need to get started — from quick-start projects and community needs 

assessments to tips for building strong local partnerships.

And be sure your club reports your service. Service reporting helps celebrate your 

impact, inspires new members to serve and highlights the difference you make.

For even more inspiration on why your service is so powerful, watch this new 

video from International President Mark Lyon.

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/start-our-approach/service-journey/service-toolkit?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_IPLyonAllLionNewsletter_August_2026_4469969695&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=9458D15BC4B34448BAC525302B65929F&elq=e0e0e82f645d4a1ea0978ee89e92612e&elqaid=51353&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=5985&elqak=8AF5765B8EBEE6D59207DF36C39686B04A61E9F173F67B137A39AB08DED31674E7DD
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/member-resource-center/service/resources/service-journey/service-reporting?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_IPLyonAllLionNewsletter_August_2026_4469969695&utm_medium=email&elqTrackId=11CD66366E9EB13DF2143C4FA32A7A80&elq=e0e0e82f645d4a1ea0978ee89e92612e&elqaid=51353&elqat=1&elqCampaignId=5985&elqak=8AF56FCE8A7EBA6DB7D5848D936BD3A7397DE9F173F67B137A39AB08DED31674E7DD
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/er?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_IPLyonAllLionNewsletter_August_2026_4469969695&utm_medium=email&s=94443966&lid=18985&elqTrackId=fcd7f70bf2a147a0a4be3ad7ccf398fe&elq=e0e0e82f645d4a1ea0978ee89e92612e&elqaid=51353&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5B03330F27640C378318396BCE6BE19FCE9F173F67B137A39AB08DED31674E7DD
https://app.e.roar.lionsclubs.org/e/er?utm_source=Eloqua&utm_campaign=MTG_EN_IPLyonAllLionNewsletter_August_2026_4469969695&utm_medium=email&s=94443966&lid=18985&elqTrackId=fcd7f70bf2a147a0a4be3ad7ccf398fe&elq=e0e0e82f645d4a1ea0978ee89e92612e&elqaid=51353&elqat=1&elqak=8AF5B03330F27640C378318396BCE6BE19FCE9F173F67B137A39AB08DED31674E7DD
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Message from the 5M9
District Governor Sheri Greenwaldt
lionqsheri@gmail.com

Fellow Lions of District 5M9,

September is here, and with it comes the perfect opportunity to grow our Lions family!

This fall, Constitutional Area 1, all the United States and affiliates, Bermuda, and the Bahamas, is 

kicking off the year with a Fall Membership Drive, and I want to challenge every club and every Lion 

in our district to be part of it. You and your club can create a membership drive on whatever you 

choose that will work for your club! You should have received a flyer in your email from your zone 

chair, club president, or secretary. You may have heard about it at the recent zone fairs or talking to 

other Lions!

Our theme for this Lions year, as set by our International President, Mark Lyon, is “Rooted in 

Service.” Our Lions clubs have deep roots in our communities because of the countless Lions who 

have served before us. But just like a tree, we need new growth to continue reaching higher and 

farther, and to do more for our communities and our district.

That growth starts with YOU! Think about what happens when a single drop hits the water. One small 

drop creates a ripple, and that ripple continues spreading outward. By bringing in more members, that 

ripple will continue to spread through service and by sharing our motto: We Serve. Your invitation to a 

new member can be that ripple! Maybe it's a friend, a family member, a coworker, a neighbor, or 

someone you meet at a community event. Invite them to join you for a service project. Bring them to a 

club meeting. Tell them your Lions story. You don't have to give them a sales pitch. Just share your 

passion for service. “Come serve with us and see what Lions is about!” You never know what that 

one invitation might become. One new member can bring new energy to a club. One new member 

can bring a new idea. One new member can introduce your club to new people. One new member 

can become a future leader. And one new member can make a difference in someone's life.

Let's make September FUN and prioritize growing membership and providing more service 

throughout our district. And we are going to have a little fun with this membership drive! The club with 

the highest percentage of membership growth in our district for September will be treated to 10 

Pizzas and 2 Cases of Pop, served by the Governor Team! DG Sheri Greenwaldt, 1st VDG Diane 

Kunze, and 2nd VDG Joe Laudenbach will deliver the prize and help celebrate your success!

So, let's get those new members and, most importantly, make this membership drive fun! People 

want to belong to something meaningful. They want to make a difference. They want friendships and 

connections. They want to know that their time matters. Show them that Lions can be all those things. 

Our clubs are rooted in service, but our future depends on growing those roots and welcoming new 

people into our Lions family.

So, let's make September the beginning of something BIG. Drop that stone in the water. Be the 

Ripple. Let your invitation be the first ripple. Let your club create the next. And together, let's create a 

wave of new Lions and a lot more service across our district!

Let's grow 5M9, one Lion, one invitation, and one ripple at a time!

It’s a GREAT day to be a Lion!

Lion Sheri Greenwaldt

District Governor 2026–2027
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Message From
1st Vice District Governor  

Diane Kunze

I am thinking about IP Mark Lyon’s phrase “Rooted In Service”, specifically the 

word Rooted. Is it the planting of the seeds of growth? The Sun, water and 

nutrients needed for plants to grow? How do seeds take in the soil to begin forming 

roots? Next, how do we think of membership growth in this context.

Of course, there are several moving parts that must work in harmony to ensure that 

growth takes place. Which is the G-Team. Without the Global Service Team 

focusing on impactful service projects to bring new members into the fold we may 

not be able to entice new members or engage current members. The Global 

Leadership Team teaches new and current members important aspects of Lionism, 

giving Lions the nutrients to encourage us to be the Lions that we are meant to 

be. Even guide us in a direction that we did not realize we wanted to go.

The Global Extension Team finds the best soil to hold the seeds. Sometimes the 

location of the soil is difficult to find. But with perseverance and patience this team 

makes that happen. The Global Membership Team begins to tie recruitment, 

membership growth and retention together. Lastly The Marketing Team. The best 

cheerleaders so to speak, that will let the world know that we are here making a 

difference. Utilizing social media, radio and/or television to get the message out to 

members and future members.

Each team can do its respective job on its own, however when by working in 

harmony we can and will do so much more. As the Leaders of the District make 

the path for this to be possible, I ask each of you in 5M9 to step into the team for 

us to ensure that the possibilities for future growth are fully realized.

Yours in Service

1st District Governor

Diane Kunze
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Message From
2nd Vice District Governor Joe Laudenbach

September — Let’s Keep Connecting!

It’s hard to believe we’re already into September! The new Lions year is off and running, and I have 

to say, I’m having a lot of fun getting out and meeting with our clubs.

In August, I had the opportunity to visit two clubs, and I already have three more visits scheduled. 

This year, I’ll be spending a lot of time visiting clubs in Zones 6 and 8, and I’m really looking forward 

to getting to know more of you and learning what makes your club special.

If we haven’t connected yet, please reach out! I’d love to get a club visit on your calendar. There’s 

nothing better than sitting down with Lions, hearing what’s happening in your community, talking 

about the challenges you’re facing, and—most importantly—celebrating the good things you’re 

doing.

Sharing the Message

One of the things I’ve really enjoyed during my visits is sharing our new International President Mark 

Lyon’s theme and messaging. It has given us some great things to talk about and, more importantly, 

some great reminders about why we do what we do.

Every club is a little different. We have different communities, different projects and different 

traditions. But at the heart of it, we’re all here for the same reason—to serve our communities and 

make a difference.

And I believe that when we share our stories, our ideas and our successes with one another, we all 

become better Lions.

Let’s Get Together!

So, if I haven’t made it to your club yet, don’t wait for me to find you! Give me a call or send me a 

message. Let’s get something on the calendar.

I’m looking forward to getting out, shaking some hands, sharing some laughs, hearing your stories 

and finding ways we can work together to make this a great Lions year.

See you soon!

Second Vice District Governor

Joe Laudenbach

218-851-5540
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2nd 3rd

denisemarieforid@gmail.com  •  Facebook: Denise Marie Laudenbach for 

International Director •  Instagram: 

@denise_marieforid
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PID Bert Nelson, Pam and District Governor Sheri at   
Parkers Prairie Fall Festival parade
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Growing Stronger Than Ever!

2nd 3rd

New member Steve Vorel (left) being welcomed 
into the Hackensack Lions Club by his sponsor and 
President of the club, Dean Husfeldt.

Pequot Lakes Breezy Point Lions Club 20 

year service awards:

• Al Swanson

• Gary Amundson
• Laurie Daly & Troy Friberg (not pictured)
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PDG' Peter Van Erp, PDG Don Hendrickx, along with 

Lion Pat Hendrickx, Bluffton Lions Club, recently 

attended the 4-H Dirt to Dinner at the Perham Fair 

Grounds. The gardens are planted and maintained by 

4-H children and then they invite the sponsors to a 

lunch made by the children with produce from the 

garden. Delicious lunch with pork sandwiches, 

potatoes, cauliflower, cole slaw, kale and lettuce 

salad.

Lions Pam Nelson, Pat Hendrickx, PDG Don Hedrickx, Bluffton Lions, and 

PID Bert Nelson of the New York Mills Lions helped provide snacks at the fourth rest 

stop for the Bike Across Minnesota MS Bike Tram. Don and Pat Hedrickx, Pam Nelson, 

and Bert Nelson worked the early shift at the Thomastown Church rest stop last 

Tuesday. It was their first time volunteering for this ride, and they learned a lot about 

the event and its mission. Approximately 300 riders pedaled the 300-mile route over 

five days, starting and ending in Menahga this year, raising about $150,000 to 

support Multiple Sclerosis patients across Minnesota. Members of 

the Staples Lions Club joined later for the second shift. It was a great day of service, 

fellowship, and meeting dedicated bikers who inspire us all.
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Hackensack Lions sponsor National Night Out in 
Hackensack on August 4th

Lions Pam and Sue manning the Lions Safari Hunt table at the Northwoods 
Arts and Book Festival on August 8th.

Kids come and receive their Pith Helmets, binoculars, and clues 
so they can go on the hunt for Leo the Lion who is hiding somewhere on the 
festival grounds.
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Baxter Lions had a busy time 

at Baxter Night to Unite! Free 

root beer floats are a hit!  

It’s always wonderful to come 

together, have fun, and serve 

our community. We’re proud to 

be part of such a great 

community!

John Burton, Paul Roth Jerry Leese and Con Molin are busy 

with root beer floats…

Dylan Tacket, Karlie Ray, Michelle Ray and 

Ann Powers are serving up food.

Cashiers Mike Powers, Sandy Johnson
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Palisade Riverfest Parade

Fun night at Osage Lions Park! We’re had an absolute blast celebrating 

Osage Dog Days — great friends, good food, and plenty of laughter all 

around. What a wonderful evening of community spirit and summertime fun!
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District 5M9 Youth Outreach Scholarship application 2026-2027 is available!

Our college students are home on their summer breaks and now is the best time to let them know about the District 
5M9 Youth Outreach Scholarship. This scholarship is available to 2-year technical, bachelor, and graduate school 
students who are earning degrees that will lead to working directly with youth.

The scholarship application is available to download on the 5M9 website: www.lionsof5m9.org . It is under 
“Resources” and is the 2nd item listed under “Forms.” You can print the cover letter that instructs the students on 
how they can access the fillable application form or print the entire scholarship to distribute to potential applicants. 
Keep a few copies available for your club members to reach out to any eligible college students in your community.

http://www.lionsof5m9.org/
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A message from your Environmental Chair. 

Living green means making everyday choices that reduce your environmental impact. You don’t 

need to overhaul your life overnight — small, consistent actions add up overtime.

Challenge club members to make 1 or 2 Living Green changes – lets start a ripple effect!

Simple & Effective Tips for Living Green

1. Reduce consumption first - Before recycling, focus on reducing waste. Simplify your belongings, buy 

only what you need, and use the “30-day rule” to avoid impulse buys. Replace disposables with 

reusables like cloth bags, metal straws, and refillable water bottles.

2. Save energy at home - Switch to energy-efficient lighting, seal windows and doors, and use smart 

thermostats. Unplug devices or use smart power strips to cut “phantom load” energy use. Consider 

solar panels for long-term savings and lower emissions.

3. Conserve water - Turn off the tap while brushing teeth, install low-flow showerheads, and collect 

rainwater for gardening. Fix leaks promptly to avoid wasting water.

4. Choose sustainable transport - Walk, bike, carpool, or use public transit. If driving, consider an 

electric or hybrid vehicle.

5. Eat more sustainably - Buy local, organic produce; reduce meat and dairy; grow your own herbs or 

vegetables; and compost food scraps to cut waste. Support community gardens and farmers’ markets.

6. Shop mindfully - Check product labels for materials and environmental impact. Buy second-hand, 

refurbished, or from eco-conscious brands. Avoid excessive packaging and choose recyclable or 

compostable materials.

7. Green your garden - Plant native species, use natural fertilizers, and avoid synthetic pesticides. 

Xeriscaping (low-water landscaping) and using mulch can save water and reduce maintenance.

8. Reduce waste in cleaning - Make your own cleaning solutions with vinegar, baking soda, and 

essential oils. Use reusable cloths instead of paper towels.

9. Make and mend - DIY projects, repairs, and homemade goods reduce waste and save money.

By combining these habits — from reducing waste to conserving energy and water — you can live more 

sustainably without major lifestyle changes. 

Thank you, Lion Linnae Schansberg Environmental Chair linnsch61@gmail.com
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Message from your  
District Global Membership Team

As a Lion, it can be intimidating to ask someone to join our club. A personal invitation is one of 
the most effective ways to introduce someone to our club. By sharing our purpose and 
welcoming others into service, each of us can help strengthen our club and make an even 
greater difference in the community.When speaking with a prospective member:

1. Share your experience. Explain why you became a Lion and describe the service projects 
that mean the most to you. Personal stories of impact are important.

2. Talk about your club’s impact. Share personal stories about how your club helps the 
community. Tell them what your favorite service projects.

3. Listen to their interests. Learn what causes matter to them and connect those interests 
with opportunities to serve. Lions serve through 8 global causes, including childhood 
cancer, diabetes, disaster relief, the environment, humanitarian efforts, hunger, vision 
and youth.

4. Invite them to participate. Ask them to attend a club meeting, service project or social 
event so they can experience Lions firsthand. Make sure you welcome them and answer 
their questions.

5. Membership Application: Hand them a membership application so it is convenient for 
them to fill out. Also, bring applications to other service projects and events.

6. Follow up. A friendly message after the invitation can help them feel welcomed and 
valued.

District 5M9 Fall Membership Drive (Please see the September Membership Flyer in this 
newsletter and share).
Details:
•

The club with the highest % of membership growth from Sept 1-30th wins 
• TEN pizzas and TWO cases of pop
• The pizza will be served at your club by the DG, 1st VDG, and 2nd VDG
• Report new members in the portal by September 30

Thank you for your service, your leadership, and your commitment to making a difference! 
Please reach out to me with any questions at ekeppers@gmail.com or 218-371-1321. Lion 
Erica Keppers

mailto:ekeppers@gmail.com
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PDG Jay Norby, CA1 GAT Area “C” Leader

Why don't we promote our clubs?
Here are a few reasons why clubs often don’t promote themselves as much as they can:

1. Tradition & Humility – Lions have always emphasized service before self. Many members feel uncomfortable 

“advertising” what they do, because they see service as something done quietly, without seeking recognition.

2. Lack of Communication Skills or Tools – Not all clubs have members with strong media, technology, or public 

relations backgrounds. Without clear tools or training, promotion can feel overwhelming.

3. Focus on Service, Not Publicity – Lions often pour their energy into projects, and when the project is done, they move 

on—forgetting to share the story.

4. Fear of Being Seen as Fundraisers Only – Some clubs worry that too much promotion will make the public think 

Lions just want donations, instead of highlighting our mission of service.

Why Promotion Matters

Promoting our clubs is not about boasting. It’s about sharing stories of service to inspire others—future members, 

partners, and supporters. When people don’t know what Lions are doing, they may never realize that they too can be part of 

this global movement.

Promotion connects directly to Mission 1.5 (our initiative to reach 1.5 million members by 2027). If we don’t tell our story, 

people will never know how much Lions are changing the world.

SMART Goals to Help Promote Your Club

Here’s how your club can begin right away:

Specific – Choose one project this year to promote widely (ex: vision screening, food drive, diabetes walk).

Measurable – Set a goal to publish at least one article, one social media post, and one community newsletter update

about that project.

Actionable – Assign a Publicity Chairperson or small PR team in your club who will take responsibility for gathering photos, 

writing short blurbs, and submitting them.

Realistic – Start small. Use free tools—Facebook pages, community newspapers, local radio, and your club website.

Time-Bound – Aim to post within 48 hours after each service activity. Timely news spreads farther than old stories.

Remember, promotion is not bragging, it is an invitation. Every picture, every story, every shared success says: “Come serve 

with us. You belong here.”
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🍂 Fall Into Learning at the 5M9 Fall Festival! 🦁 
Learning, Lions, lunch, and a little fall fun—what better way to spend a Saturday? 

Join Lions from across District 5M9 for the 5M9 Fall Festival Learning Day on Saturday, 
September 19, 2026, from 9:30 AM–3:00 PM at the Bluffton Community Center! 

It’s your chance to gather with fellow Lions, harvest some fresh ideas, make new connections, and take 
home plenty of inspiration for your club. 

Our festival of learning includes: 

🍎 Food Insecurity in 5M9 
Discover the needs in our own communities and how Lions can help make sure our neighbors have food 
on the table. 

📣 How to Market Your Club 
Learn how to spread the word, tell your Lions story, and help your club get noticed in the community. 

💻 Lions Portal Made Easy 
Take some of the mystery out of the Lions Portal with practical tips to make using it easier. 

🦁 Orientation Training 
Whether you're a newer Lion or a longtime member, strengthen your Lions knowledge and discover ways 
to help members feel welcomed, informed, and involved. 

🍽️ And yes—there’s lunch! 
A freewill offering will be accepted for lunch. 

So grab your favorite fall attitude and come ready to LEARN, LAUGH, CONNECT & GROW! 

📅 Saturday, September 19, 2026 

⏰ 9:30 AM–3:00 PM 

📍 Bluffton Community Center 

📣 RSVP by September 10, 2026 

📱 Jay Norby: 218-298-1031 

🍁 Don’t “leaf” this opportunity behind—join us for the 5M9 Fall Festival Learning Day! 🍁 
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District Governor,

1st and 2nd  Vice District Governor Travels

5M9 District Governor, 1st and 2nd Vice District Governor

Club Visit Request Form 
Click here for form 

Link address

Travel Calendar 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZPCPSFnn5Fi6KT3lTXQfzDd3VNERXNt4QeS7CdJ9wlJtHyA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZPCPSFnn5Fi6KT3lTXQfzDd3VNERXNt4QeS7CdJ9wlJtHyA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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District Governor                       

Sheri Greenwaldt

60502 Co. Hwy 40

Parkers Prairie, MN 56361

C: 507-456-0788                                    

lionqsheri@gmail.com

1st Vice District Governor 

Diane Kunze      

210 North Circle Drive

Rothsay, MN  56579

C: 218-671-0885

dimarku@icloud.com

2nd Vice District Governor 

Joe Laudenbach   (Denise)

18010 Buckmark Trail

Brainerd, MN  56401

C: 218-851-5540

joelaudenbach@gmail.com

Cabinet Secretary

Kim Donahue

PO Box #84

Park Rapids MN 56470

612-968-3640

secretary@lionsof5m9.org

District Treasurer                                

Linda Albrecht-Norby ( Jay)

1021 5th Ave NW

Perham, MN 56573

C: 218-298-4743                                    

H: 218-346-3200              

pdglinda@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor

Sue Stebbins (Dick)

26390 Glen Drive

Garrison, MN 56450

C: 218-851-2510

5m9newsletter@gmail.com

mailto:lionqsheri@gmail.com
mailto:dimarku@icloud.com
mailto:joelaudenbach@gmail.com
mailto:5m9newsletter@gmail.com
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