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 of household income

is spent on child care. 
1

per month

Hours of operation
are designed for
standard hours of

operation 6am-6pm
but many parents

work non-traditional
hours or evenings 

Waitlist
(subsidy)

Unmet
need

Gets
subsidy

Search for
temporary

alternatives

Provider
has no

availability

Financial
Assistance

Challenges
looking for care

Families often can’t
a�ord it, even with
subsidy. Providers

may not accept
subsidy vouchers.

Temporary
alternatives

expire

Many schools do
not have summer,

before, and/or
after school care.

Only for 3-4 year olds.

Temporary 
Alternatives

(e.g., unlicensed
care, missing work,
rotating schedules

between 
caregivers, etc.)

Cannot
afford
market

care rate

Eligibility Gap =
Income too

high for help,
too low for
market rate

Child care
matches

family need.
Child care
received!
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No Financial
Assistance

Income:$2,000/moSingle Parent1 year old | 4 year old 

Subsidy-EligibleFamily

Full-Time Job/SchoolVarying schedulebetween 7:00am-8:00pm

*****

Income:

$10,000/mo

Dual Income

6 month old | 4 year old 

Higher-Eligible

Family

Full-Time Job/School

7:30pm-5:30am

2 
MIT Living Wage Calculator (last updated Feb. 15, 2026), livingwage.mit.edu 

1 
MIT Living Wage Calculator;  ACS (B19013)

Families Can’t Find A�ordable Child Care

29%

$8,8562

in San Diego County



Even when care is available, cost and other barriers can make it di�cult for families to access care.

The current child care system is unable to meet demand.

3 
Child Care Aware of America

7 
California Department of Education (CDE)

6 
California Community Care Licensing Division (CCL)

5 
ACS 2024 B19013

4 
ACS 2024 B23008

County speci�c data

The system provides licensed
spaces for only

1 in 4 children
with working parents 

3

Now is the time to expand and
strengthen the community-based

child care system, so families
can access the care that meets

their unique needs.

FY24-25Families Can’t Find A�ordable Child Care

Powered by 

TK expansion reduced the licensed child care workforce, shrinking available 
supply for infants, toddlers, and families who need non-traditional hours.

Child care costs more than in-state 
college tuition

Child Care (1 child): 

Subsidized Licensed Spaces Center-Based

Subsidized Licensed Spaces Family Child Care Homes

Licensed Providers receiving Child Care Subsidies

$16,085/year

63
306

308

SDSU In-state: $6,084/year

20,130 Available Licensed Home Spaces⁶ 16,679 Children are enrolled in Transitional Kindergarten (TK)⁷

71,388 Available Licensed Center Spaces

Median yearly income (before taxes) in San Diego County.⁵

Families on the waitlist at CHS-SD. Many are on the waitlist for years.Agency specific data representing a portion of San Diego County

Child Care (2 children): $30,581/year = 29% of their income

207,955 working caregivers of children under 5 in San Diego County. ⁴ 

San Diego County

CHS-SD

$106,268

67


