Families Can’t Find Affordable Child Care

Connecting
California
Families

35% of household income .
in Los Angeles County o

is spent on child care.’

Cannot Prov1der
has no

vallablllty

care rate

(4
RETV R“ S‘\R-‘

Challenges
looking for care

Hours of operatlon
» Families often can't

are ges&g'?ed forf ,
standard hours o
operation 6am- 6pm »’ n»
afford it, even with but many parents ‘ ‘

subsidy. Providers work non-traditional
may not accept hours or evenings
subsidy vouchers.

Search for
temporary
alternatives ’

Child care
matches
family need.
Child care
received!

Temporary
alternatives

Tempora
Alter'?latl\pe,s

(e.g., unlicensed
care, mlssmg work,
rotating schedules’
between
caregivers, etc.)

" MIT Living Wage Calculator; ACS (819013)
2 MIT Living Wage Calculator (last updated Feb. 15, 2026), livingwage.mit.edu




Families Can’t Find Affordable Child Care FY24-25

Now is the time to expand and The system pr(;vides licensed Child care costs more than in-state
o spaces for only college tuition
stren.gthen the community .b.ased 1in 4 children child Care (1 chil: $13,191 /year
child care SyStem, so families with working parents? Los Angeles City. $1 380/ r
can access the care that meets GlRhosin L
their unique needs.
q Child Care (2 children): $3 1 ,372/year = 35% of theirincome

652,988 working caregivers of children under 5 in Los Angeles County. *

Los Angeles County $90,112

County specific data Median yearly income (before taxes) in Los Angeles County.’

39,432 Children are enrolled in Transitional Kindergarten (TK)’

. . TK expansion reduced the licensed child care workforce, shrinking available
190,620 vailable Licensed Center Spaces supply for infants, toddlers, and families who need non-traditional hours.

45,1 58 Available Licensed Home Spaces®

The current child care system is unable to meet demand.

Pathways 1,790
Agency specific data representing a portion of Los Angeles County Families on the waitlist at Pathways. Many are on the waitlist for years.
678 2,950
Licensed Providers receiving Child Care Subsidies Subsidized Licensed Spaces Family Child Care Homes
1,415 11,006

License-Exempt Providers receiving Child Care Subsidies Subsidized Licensed Spaces Center-Based

Even when care is available, cost and other barriers can make it difficult for families to access care.
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