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Overview

4 )
What is the gun business tax?
The gun business tax (or firearms excise tax) is an excise tax levied on firearms and/or
firearms accessories and ammunition. Unlike a sales tax, an excise tax is imposed on busi-
nesses when a product is manufactured, imported, sold, or used. p
4 )
Do taxes on the gun business already exist?
The first tax on the gun industry was implemented in 1919, with revenue going to wildlife
conservation. There are also several state and local excise taxes that fund gun violence
intervention.
J
/ )
Why tax the gun business to fund community safety programs?
Gun violence is estimated to cost Americans over 500 billion dollars every year.
Communtity safety programs that could help reduce gun violence, meanwhile, are
underfunded. The gun industry currently bears little to no financial burden for this impact.
The gun business tax helps the industry share responsibility for community safety and
moves some of the the burden from people to businesses. It's a way to improve safety by
\saving proven programs while still respecting individual rights. y
4 )

FAQ

Do excise taxes on the gun industry violate the 2nd Amendment?

L Nope! A 1937 ruling upheld excise taxes as a valid exercise of Congress's taxing
power. It's also key to remember these are taxes on businesses, not people.

How much money could a gun business tax generate for community services in my state?

L Gun business taxes are still new at the state and local levels, but projections
range from $35-58 million annually.

Will a gun business tax hurt law-abiding gun owners and low-income communities?

y

No. Funds raised from taxes on the gun business support community safety
programs which benefit law abidining guns owners and low-income communi-
ties.

Would a gun business tax make guns more expensive?

3 Not necessarily. Because an excise tax is levied on the business and not the
consumer, it's up to the business to decide how to absorb the cost.

How can | pursue a gun business tax for my community?

-

, Visit gunsdownamerica.org/excise-tax




Executive Summary

Recent actions under the Trump administration have created a hostile environment for
the gun violence prevention movement, including funding cuts for community violence
intervention work and the walking back of popular gun safety policies. State-based gun
excise taxes are a new and under-explored method of addressing the outcomes of gun
availability and violence at the local level.

Unlike other potential proposed legislation, gun excise taxes do not violate the Second
Amendment, and have been upheld by multiple courts. In fact, the first federal gun business
tax was enacted in 1919 and is still in place today.

While the federal gun business tax is allocated to wildlife conservation, modern gun business
taxes focus on offsetting the economic and taxpayer impact of gun violence, which is
estimated to cost Americans hundreds of billions of dollars related to things like healthcare
costs, lost business revenues, and a reduction in jobs.

The guns industry bears no cost for these outcomes. The proposed excise tax ensures
fairness by having the industry pay its share. As such, the tax is levied on the business, not
the consumer and is based on use rather than applied to the general population. This means
all Americans—guns owners or not—can benefit from the tax particularly if the tax funds are
allocated to general use cases such as community violence intervention or victims services,
which help to disrupt cycles of violence and crime over time.

Guns Down America seeks to outline the critical funding gaps holding back the gun violence
prevention movement; create a centralized resource detailing the past, present, and future
of U.S. gun excise tax policy; analyze which factors contribute to the successes and failures
of these policies; and provide a policy roadmap and communications guidance for those
seeking to introduce their own state-based gun excise tax.

Q: How can gun business tax be used to help make American
communities safer?

A: The gun business tax creates a revenue source for existing
programs like community violence intervention, victims
services, mental health services, and school safety that
can be customized to suit the needs of each state or
county where its implemented.

GUNS DOWN
AMERICA gunsdownamerica.org
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Gun Business Excise Tax
Background
e

» At least 12 states have considered or successfully implemented a gun excise tax
» Guns excise taxes can be allocated to underfunded community safety programs

In March 2025, Guns Down America researched the history of proposed and implemented
excise taxes on the gun industry. An excise tax is often imposed at the time that products are
manufactured, but can be at when it's imported, sold, or used. The purpose of this research is
to inform local and state leaders of the use of the existing and potential use of such taxes to
secure budgets for community safety applications such as community violence intervention,
domestic violence support, youth mental health, veteran’s assistance, crime victims services,
and similar. To make this policy easier to understand and clarify to what it is applied, the
report will refer to it as the gun business tax.

Q: Are taxes on the gun industry constitutional?

A: The first tax on the gun industry was implemented in
1919 and has been in place since, surviving several legal
challenges. Lobbying groups like the NRA and NSSF have
publically supported the federal tax, which goes to wildlife
conservation.

The gun business tax is especially relevant in the face of lagging Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)
funds, and the Trump administration’s funding cuts for programs that address gun violence,
including student mental health and community violence intervention. The focus on the guns
industry for this tax is due largely to the economic burden of gun violence on Americans,
rising to an estimated $557 billion annually.

Excise taxes have been levied on the gun industry at the federal level since 1919 and have
been supported by gun industry lobbying groups including the National Shooting Sports
Foundation (NSSF) and the National Rifle Association (NRA). The federal tax principally
goes to the Wildlife Restoration Fund. The earliest state laws for such a tax date to the 19th
century, though few states have pursued such a tax until recent years.

California was the first mover in 2023 when the State Legislature approved an 11% excise tax
on guns and ammunition. Collection of the tax began in the summer of 2024, and it raised an



estimated $58 million in its first year. Colorado followed suit in November 2024 when voters
approved Proposition KK to add a 6.5% excise tax on guns and ammunition; the state began
collecting the new tax in April 2025.

Now at least 12 states have considered or implemented excise taxes on the sale of guns
and/or ammunition in order to cover budget gaps—especially for programs assisting victims
of crime. Seven of the 10 states with the largest cuts in victims services have enacted or
proposed gun business tax legislation.

)
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Annual Cost of Gun Violence by State C/
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Excise taxes are often applied to transaction that impose a harm or cost on people who are
not necessarily directly involved in the purchase. Cigarettes are one example of using excise
taxes to offset the impact of a product. The tobacco industry, for example, is taxed at the
state- and federal-levels with the funds going to programs that counter their societal impact.
In Pennsylvania, that tax goes to programs like the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
and farmland preservation.

Victims services and community violence intervention are two key programs that deal

with the direct and indirect consequences of the gun market that are both in critical need
of funding. The excise tax could be the solution to that shortfall, derived directly from the
private business that currently bears a disproportionately low cost compared to the impact
of their products. These programs receive bipartisan support.



Proposition KK Case Study

In 2024, the Colorado state legislature passed the gun business excise tax, which was then
referred to voters for approval as Proposition KK. Driven by a coalition of victims services
organizations, the grassroots ballot initiative campaign sought to save programs at risk due
to VOCA funding cuts. The group had success by designing the policy and messaging toward
state needs and voter concerns.

Voter Concern Solution

Voters supported the policy most when
language and allocation were specific
and clear to understand

Policy was designed to backfill existing popular
programs rather than create new ones

Prop KK focused the allocations on five key
areas: gun violence prevention, mental health,
veteran's support, school safety, and victims

Voters wanted to see a limited number
of programs well-funded and support
declined if too much was promised

services
Mental health was the #1 concern
for Colorado voters and gun violence This funding was prioritized in the policy and
prevention & school safety as primary the messaging

desire for services to fund

Prop KK assembled an intersectional coalition
of existing orgs who would benefit from the
funding to campaign their constituent
groups to build support

Ballot initiatives require over 50%
support to pass in Colorado and can be
expensive to campaign

Proposition KK Timeline

WIVZE 2025 FPIVITS

legislation passed and was Prop KK went into effect  an estimated $39 million in
subsequently approved by April 1, 2025 revenue generated for
voters in 2024 veterans, at-risk youth, and

victims of crimes
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History of Firearm-Related Excise Tax Proposals

Pittman—Robertson Act
excise tax on firearms and
ammo enacted to fund
wildlife conservation

O) First federal firearms
G) ©xcise tax introduced via
™ the Revenue Act of 1918

1937

Pittman—Robertson
Act amended to
include handguns &
archery equipment

Excise tax administration
shifted from IRS to Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms
(ATF)

1970s

Seattle, WA enacts excise

Cook County, IL enacts §
tax on firearms & ammo

excise tax on firearms &

ammo ’ .

2016

)
F
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California enacts excise Tacoma. WA enacts excise
I

. o
tax on firearms, ammo, & 5 tax on firearms & ammo
precursor parts &

2023

YOUR STATE could be
the next to successfully
enact a firearm excise
tax!

Colorado passes the
Proposition KK ballot
initiative, an excise tax
on firearms & ammo

2024
202?




Victims Services Funding
Background
R

» Victims services are life-saving, offering support to people who have suffered from
domestic violence or other crimes that are often perpertrated with guns

» These services help victims recover from crimes and break cycles of violence

» Victims services have volatile funding that fluctuates annually

The Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (VOCA) is legislation that aims to protect and support
services that help crime victims like those suffering from domestic violence, child abuse,
trafficking and drunk driving to name a few. It is the primary federal program helping victims
deal with the financial burden of their crime. VOCA funds victims support services like rape
crisis centers and women'’s and children shelters, helps survivors pay medical bills, and more.

U.S. Gun Deaths 2015-2025
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Funds are not derived from taxes, but paid out from federal criminal monetary penalties
collected in the Crime Victims Fund. The federal government provides states with two
primary funding streams to support victim compensation and assistance programs, both of
which are administered by the Justice Department’s Office for Victims of Crime. OVC Victim
Compensation Formula Grants reimburse state victim compensation programs for 75% of the
amount of eligible compensation claims they paid out the previous year. The second funding
stream, OVC Victim Assistance Formula Grants, is more volatile. Victim Assistance Grants

are subject to annual spending caps set by Congress and are distributed to states using a
population-based formula.

State funding is not based on the immediate needs of victims and instead calculated based
on these formulas, and additional volatility stems from the wide variation in criminal penalties
and outside funding collected year over year.




Victims services are severely underfunded. In 2024, states saw their Victim Assistance
Formula Grants cut by an average of 41%. It was the second straight year of across-the-
board cuts, although states saw a milder 5.7% average cut in 2023. In 2022, states saw their
Victim Assistance Formula Grants increase by an average of 36.5%. Nationwide, Victim
Assistance Formula grants fell to approximately $779 million in 2024, down from a peak of
more than $1.4 billion in 2022.

This lack of sustained support — the recent significant cut comes after a high of $1.2 billion
just two years ago in 2022 — prevents victims from getting necessary and consistent support
and victims support organizations from tendering services.

Crime Victims Fund End of Year Balance
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These programs must find a sustainable funding source in order for Americans to access
necessary services. This support not only helps victims and their families, but it also helps
the economy by preventing further harm, helping people return to work, and relieving
individual taxpayer burden.

The Gun Industry’s Burden on Taxpayers

$12.6 " Y
billion

estimated annual cost of gun How does the public
violence to taxpayers o 5
pay for gun violences*

g%l' mental healthcare emergency transport
Hiion

estimated annual revenue criminal justice medical care
generated by the civilian gun policing —_—

industry
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Community Violence
Intervention Funding

Background S

«  Community violence intervention (CVI) focuses on preventing violence before it
happens by addressing root causes

» Its one of the most proven gun violence reduction strategies

* Hundreds of millions in CVI funding were cut under the Trump Administration

Like direct victims services, community violence intervention (CVI) is proven and life-saving
programming.

CVI programs take a preventative, instead of a reactive, approach to stopping gun violence
by providing targeted services to individuals most at risk of being a victim of or committing
an act of gun violence. Services are tailored to the local community and are often run

by community members. Mentorship, job training, community events, mediation, group
counseling, and individual therapy are just some of the ways CVI saves lives.

Community Violence Intervention Funding
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While victims services mitigate harm already caused, CVI reduces strains on the system by
stopping victimization before it occurs. Together, they help to break cycles of violence and
create the conditions needed to make people and communities safer.

CVI funding typically comes from federal, state, and local governments, but can also

come from philanthropic organizations. CVI had a historic level of investment from the
federal government under the Biden administration, including approximately $94 million

n



in supplemental Community Violence Intervention and Prevention Initiative (CVIPI) grants
provided through an allocation in the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA). In the
following years, there was an immediate observed impact, including historically low violent
crime.

This downward trend in violence is imperiled after the Trump administration unilaterally
cancelled roughly $500 million in grants in April 2025.

Due to the volatility of the current administration and its friendly position with the corporate

interests of the gun industry, community violence prevention has an immediate and critical
need for funding.

\E Public Safety Funding Cuts

community violence prevention
$205 million

law enforcement support, training, & safety
$82 million

correctional reform & institutional safety
$81 million

juvenile justice and youth development
$75 million

victims assistance
$66 million

substance abuse & recovery
$58 million

* Data from The Trace. The funding cuts represented here are
just a fraction of the total grant dollars that were cut under
the Trump administration in 2025. The administration has
terminated, redirected, or delayed more than $1 billion in

school violence prevention federal grants related to gun violence, public safety, mental

health, and other efforts to save lives.

mental health & crisis response




Gun Business Tax Policy
Proposals Overview

Excise Tax State Proposals

@ currently active excise tax

(O excise tax proposal in progress

© failed excise tax

A number of gun business tax proposals are either in process, have been enacted, or
have failed in just the last two legislative sessions at the state-level. These proposals vary
significantly in detail, scope, justification, and reception.

It's also important to note that gun business taxes can also be implemented at local levels.
Cook County, lllinois (Chicago area) and two Washington jurisdictions (Tacoma and Seattle)
have implemented gun business taxes to fund community safety programs.

The state and local policies and policy proposals are detailed in the following tables.
Evaluating trends in successes and failures could lead to a more comprehensive policy
roadmap for state legislators and groups to utilize.
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Current Policies and Positions by Jurisdiction:

Legislation

Jurisdiction

CA CA AB 28
Proposition
CcO KK

Cook County,

IL
Seattle, Ordinance
WA 124833
Tacoma, Ordinance
WA 28624

Tax Rate

1% of gun &
accessory
sales

6.5% of gun
& accessory
sales

$25 for each

gun and 1-5
cents per
round of

ammunition

$25 for each

gun and 2-5
cents per
round of

ammunition

$25 for each

gun and 2-5
cents per
round of

ammunition

SUCCEEDED

Allocation

+ CVI

* School safety programs

» Court-based gun
relinquishment for
criminals

 Law enforcement gun
investigations

 Crime victims services

 Veterans mental health
services

+ Children and youth
behavioral health

* Crisis response system

* School security

* Public safety
» Gun violence
prevention

* Public safety
» Gun violence
prevention

CVIPI Funding
VAF Grant Change 2023-
Shortfall 24
2023-24 (pre 4/24 funding

cuts)

Status

' ~7.42%
Fifectve UV —g66,709,850
(-$801,413)
Effective April 1, e n/a - first funds

A ($1,999,702)

Effective April 1,
2013

Effective
January 1,
2016

Effective July 1,
2020

14




Current Policies and Positions by Jurisdiction:

Tax Rate

Allocation

Status

VAF Grant
Shortfall

CVIPI Funding
Change 2023-24

Proposed 3.75% surcharge
IL Bill No. IL on guns and gun
HB 1177 component parts
» 4.75% of the
wholesale value
of such gun sold
or supplied
Proposed  * LD PRI
MA  Bill No. MA
HB 3082 report sales
return
« $75 of the $100
application
fee for selling
application
Proposed 1% of gross
MD  BillNo.MD receipts from gun
SB 118 sales
Gov. Tim  10% tax on the sale
Walz' Gun of handguns and
MN Violence 11% tax on sales
Prevention of long guns and
Package ammunition.

- State and Local Sales
Tax Reform Fund

» County and Mass
Transit District Fund

* Public Health
and Safety Fund
(community-
based public health
interventions, gun
violence prevention
research, services for
gun violence survivors
and family members)

» State general fund

» Guns Fingerprint
Identity Verification
Fund

» Maryland Violence
Intervention Program,

* Center for Gun
Violence Prevention

» Coordinated
Community Supports
Partnership

* Survivors of Homicide
Victims Program

» Trauma Physician
Services Fund

» The Cowley Shock
Trauma Center

Funding for a new
primary auditor to
identify, educate and
register unregistered
retailers

Introduced on
January 9, 2025

Re-referred to
Rules Committee

Referred to Joint
Committee on
Revenue

Reporting date
extended to
February 20,

2026

Introduced on
January 16, 2025

Gov. Walz
announced the
package on Feb.

24, 2026.

2023-24

-$21,531,414

-$11,865,090

-$10,479,618

(pre 4/24 funding cuts)

+294.32%

($7,386,691)

-77.56%

(-$6,902,812)

-100%

($4,000,000)

15



Current Policies and Positions by Jurisdiction:

VAF Grant CVIPI Funding

State Tax Rate Allocation Status Shortfall Change 2023-24
2023-24 (pre 4/24 funding cuts)

2.5% of gross
receipts from

Proposed retail sales of Introduced on 0%
NJ  BillNo.NJS gunsand 10% of State treasury January 13, 2026 -$15,731,731
2306 gross receipts ' ($0)
from retail sales of
ammunition
Proposed o » Gun violence +304.17%
NY  Bill No. NY alL/m ?ani?c?r? :;‘Ice"s prevention L;‘;%ﬂ“;%%gg -$33,796,162
SB S5813 * School Safety Fund ! (+$9,024,594)
11% excise tax of
Proposed  retail sale of guns, Domestic and Sexual Introduced on
VT Bill No. VT gun precursor Violence Special Fund February 27, -$1102,725 n/a
HO418 parts, and 2025
ammunition
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Current Policies and Positions by Jurisdiction:
FAILED

VAF Grant CVIPI Funding

State Tax Rate Allocation Status Shortfall Change 2023-24
2023-24 (pre 4/24 funding cuts)

2¢/round for Introduced on
Proposed single projectile Community gun violence January 14, 2026 -100%
CT Bill No. CT ammunition and prevention & intervention -$6,204,812
5653 5¢/ round for all program died in ($-1,834,829)
other ammunition committee

* Property Tax Credit

Cash Fund
Proposed o . » Wildlife Management . n/a - first funds
NE  Bill No.NE 54’0?;2;';6;;;'0?'6 Grant Program Fund Fa|Ie2%ogoA2L2gust -$3,333,199
LB 65 « Post-Traumatic Stress ' ($2,000,000)
Disorder Grant Program
Fund
* Crime Victims Introduced on
Proposed 11% of the gross .
NM  BillNo.NM receipts from gun Repgratlon L . IR\ 0P, -$3,602,176 n/a
SB 90 and ammunition » Family Representation
and Advocacy Fund died in chamber
House bill
introduced on
January 13-14,
Proposed 2028
Bill No. VA o
HB 919 rgci;)ft;hffogr;otsse Virginia Gun Violence susbesr]c?ttfte 100%
VA retaiFsaIe of an EIRT I CI introduced on A2t
Proposed Y Prevention Fund 202 (-$2,000,000)
Bill No. VA 8unor ammunition February 3, 2026
SIS Assembly ended
its session
without voting on
the bills
Introduced on
» Suicide prevention January 20, 2025
Proposed 1% of guns, . Gun—reI'Sted domestic 100%
WA  Bill No. WA gun parts, and violence reduction Legislature -$13,219,008
HB 1386 ammunition sales adjourned March ($8,000,000)

* Victims services 12, 2026 without

acting on the bill




Resources

The following pages contain resources to help you develop learn about the history of
excise tax proposals, how to draft a robust excise tax proposal, and how to communicate
successfully about excise taxes.

Contents include:

* Opposition and Legal Challenges
* Rhetoric vs. Reality

* Policy Checklist

+  Communication Guidelines

For additional support and to further engage, please visit https://guns-down.org/tax.
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Opposition and Legal Challenges

New York State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc. v. Bruen was decided in 2022. The
landmark U.S. Supreme Court case set a precedent that gun regulations must be
consistent with the nation’s historical tradition of firearm regulation, changing the
course of firearms regulation. The Bruen decision inspired a wave of lawsuits against gun
restrictions, and federal courts have ruled on over 2,000 such challenges.

By requiring a historical basis for firearm regulation, Bruen has changed the landscape
for gun rights. Though many lawsuits have been filed with Bruen as their basis, excise
taxes have largely stood up to the legal test. Analyzing litigation against excise taxes can

help strengthen future policy proposals.

PREVIOUSLY DECIDED

Cook County, lllinois

Struck down by IL Supreme Court

County modified tax language to specify
allocation to gun violence prevention resources

Despite the change, a Cook County judge said
the IL Supreme Court’s ruling still stands

A spokesperson from Cook County said the tax
remains enforceable and the county is
continuing collection of the tax

Guns Save Lives, who brought the original
suit, is looking to bring the issue to the
Supreme Court

Seattle, Washington

NRA and other anti-gun reform groups sued
Seattle, arguing the tax violated a WA law
prohibiting cities from regulating firearms

WA Supreme Court upheld the tax,
ruling that taxation is different from
regulation

y

PENDING LITIGATION

California

NRA and other anti-gun reform groups filed a
lawsuit against Nicolas Maduros, Director of the
CA Dept. of Tax and Fee Administration, claiming
unconstitutionality under Bruen

Maduros objected that the lawsuit was legally
insufficient because the court lacked
jurisdiction and plaintiffs lacked standing

The plaintiffs withdrew their lawsuit to avoid
losing on the procedural grounds

Plaintiffs’ lawyer CA setting the excise tax at 11%,
made it difficult for plaintiffs to argue that it was
clearly designed to discriminate against

gun owners

Plaintiffs plan on returning to court after
exhausting other options

Colorado

The day before the excise tax went into effect,
the NRA and other anti-gun reform organizations
sued to stop the tax

Plaintiffs contend that the tax violates the
Second Amendment, and is unconstitutional
under Bruen

The Colorado Department of Revenue
requested that the lawsuit be thrown

out

19



Rhetoric |

“This is a punitive
tax on law-abiding
gun owners.”

“It violates
the Second
Amendment.”

“It won't stop
criminals and only
punishes legal
buyers.”

“It's regressive

and hurts low-

income people
most.”

“It's just a
money grab by
politicians.”

“It opens the door
to taxing other
constitutional

rights.”

“It will destroy
small gun shops.”

“It duplicates the
federal gun excise
tax.”

Rhetoric vs. Reality

Reality

» Gun violence imposes an economic cost that society bears and taxpayers cover.

» Gun ownership is linked to higher homicide rates, higher suicide rates,
especially for children and veterans, and higher violent crime in homes and
communities.

» The tax is also levied on the business, not the consumer. It is up to the business to
absorb the cost they create or make it a burden to consumers.

» Depending on allocation, the entire public, including gun owners, can benefit from
the tax (because of its use to prevent and contain crimes, provide services to crime
victims, or fund wildlife).

Courts including Sonzinsky v. U.S. (1937) have upheld excise taxes, including the federal
guns excise tax, as valid exercises of Congress'’s taxing power

» Both VOCA funds and CVI funds are or can be used for violence prevention initiatives
* Violence prevention ultimately reduces the overall burden on victims services,
communities, and taxpayers
* Violence prevention programs have been found to be some of the most
effective uses of dollars

» Cure Violence in NYC showed a ~14% reduction in shootings and a
benefit-cost ratio of 6.5:1.

* In Pennsylvania, higher investment in violence intervention was
correlated to higher homicide clearance rates (criminal cases closed by
law enforcement), with 2021-2023 having a national clearance rate of
5%, and Pittsburgh and Philadelphia’s clearance rates at 13% and 22%
respectively.

Tax proceeds are often invested in programs benefiting communities
disproportionately impacted by gun violence.

For the federal excise tax and in states where the tax has been passed — see California
and Colorado — funds are legally earmarked (e.g. trauma care, mental health, school
safety), not absorbed into general revenue—ensuring accountability in spending per
legislative intent.

Courts distinguish between regulating access to a right and taxing commercial
transactions. Gun taxes apply to transactions—not prohibitive fees on exercising the
right itself. Supreme Court precedent doesn't treat them as infringements.

Many state policies include exclusions for businesses of certain sizes or sales levels.
This is an option to make the tax less potentially harmful to small businesses.

It bears noting that being small does not make a business harmless. If a product
imposes measurable costs on society, the businesses profiting from it should help pay
for those costs, regardless of size. Further, where excise taxes have been implemented,
there is currently no evidence that it has closed gun shops.

The federal tax funds wildlife conservation under Pittman-Robertson. In contrast,
state/local excise taxes focus on human-centered services (e.g., trauma care, violence
prevention), with clear non-duplication in use.

20



Policy Checklist

[] Clear explanation of tax purpose

Document the economic cost of gun violence in-state
Document funding shortfalls for programs that will receive revenue from the tax
Establish a rational basis for taxation based on this gap

[ ] Tax is applied to businesses, not consumers

Policy must be levied on manufacturers, wholesalers, or retail sellers
Clarify that the policy is a revenue measure and not a regulatory restriction on firearm
ownership

[ ] Clearly defined tax base

Choose a clear taxing mechanism, which can be one or multiple of the following
dependent on your funding needs:

[] % of gross receipts

[ 1 % of wholesale value

[ ] Flat per-firearm tax

[] Per-round ammunition tax

[] Tiered or progressive model
Ensure rate is moderated

[] Set a defensible rate under historical precedent (typically under 11% on firearms

sales) to avoid “prohibitive tax” claims

[] Revenue modeling

Provide an estimated projected annual revenue or range based on seasonally adjusted
firearms sales trends

Ensure tax base can credibly meet the gap through this modeling

Reach out to Guns Down America for support on revenue modeling!

[] Explicit earmarking of funds and quantified allocation

Be specific, avoiding vague language or allocations. For example:
[] Percent allocations by fund type (40% CVI, 40% victims services, 10% mental
health, 10% veterans support)
[] Establish through an existing state infrastructure
Revenues going to existing programs helps build voter and legislator confidence
Included detailed use of categories
Establish a separate statutory fund to ensure revenue is protected and properly allocated
Consider adding reporting requirements or criteria to increase accountability

[] Clear plans for oversight

Include reporting requirements and compliance penalties for non-reporting retailers
Define what departments are responsible for enforcement and how it will be conducted

[ ] Additional considerations

Small business exemptions can help reduce the revenue impact on smaller retailers
Low-income community exemptions can prevent the tax from making firearms purchase
prohibitive if this is a concern
Consider excluding law enforcement sales to prevent additional tax burden
Product language

[] Firearm: Use this language instead of “gun” or “rifle”

[] Ammunition: Use this language instead of “ammo” or “projectiles”
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Communication Guidelines

Below are insights on messaging frames that have helped increase understanding and support
for gun excise tax policies. These frames can help inform both the policy formulation and
public messaging.

PRIMARY POSITIONING

The gun business tax is a funding stabilization measure designed to save community
safety programs that break cycles of violence. It ensures the gun industry shares some
financial responsibility for the significant economic impact associated with gun
violence.

This policy is structured as a revenue measure, not a restriction on lawful gun
ownership. Its purpose is to stabilize and strengthen programs that are already
improving community safety including community violence intervention, victims
services, mental health, veterans services, and school safety.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

When crafting strong messaging for this policy, it should be...

Focused on saving community programs

There is a serious lack of funding for life-saving community safety services that make our neighborhoods
better, safer places. This tax ensures the gun business shares the responsibility for offsetting the impact of
violent crimes by keeping these programs viable.

Solutions-first

Bills that focus on what the tax will solve—alleviating tax burden while saving proven community
programs—often demonstrate greater resonance with supporters over messaging that focuses only on
the problem.

Specific

Ensure your allocation is specific, clearly communicated, and routed to existing programs. For example,
Bills that failed often lacked specificity for where the revenue would be routed. Prop KK is an example of a
bill that succeeded in large part because of the communication around saving existing programs and the
specificity of how those programs would be supported through the policy.

Familiar

The existing programming language could be key for some voting blocks. Allocations that go to programs
that have demonstrated past success help shape a better policy and make it easier to communicate the
benefits to voters.

Localized

Meet the social needs and voter priorities of your specific state or locales. For example, Prop KK was led
predominantly by organizations working in domestic violence, but a survey they ran showed that Colora-
do voters better understood the policy when it was formulated around popular issues they understood
and supported. The policy then grew to include mental health funding, veteran’s support, and school
safety.



Communication Guidelines

PRIMARY MESSAGING

Primary messaging should be crafted around the specifics of the policy. When
crafting your communications, make sure you're answering the following...

‘&> What is being funded?
& Why is this important for your state or community?

> What do you stand to lose if this policy does not pass?

SUPPORTING MESSAGING

Supporting messaging points that can be used in coordination with the
policy specifics include...

Saving community safety programs

The gun business tax creates a dedicated, reliable funding stream for violence
prevention, victim services, mental health support, veterans’ services, and school safety
initiatives. Instead of leaving these essential programs vulnerable to budget cuts and
political cycles, it ensures consistent investment in community safety over the long
term.

Relieving pressure on taxpayers and local budgets

Cities and states currently absorb the bulk of costs tied to gun-related injuries — from
emergency response and trauma care to long-term disability services and law
enforcement. This policy helps offset those expenses, easing strain on local budgets
and reducing the need to divert funds from schools, infrastructure, and other essential
services.

Ensuring shared responsibility for the costs of gun violence

* The gun business tax restores fairness by requiring businesses to offset a small
fraction of the costs associated with consumer access to guns.

» This policy asks the industry to contribute in a measured way to the community
safety services that benefit everyone — gun owners and non-gun owners alike.

+ Taxpayers shoulder a significant part of the economic impact of gun violence.
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/ MESSAGING DOs

Emphasize that the tax applies
to commercial gun sales, not
individual ownership.

Highlight historical precedent
for industry-specific excise
taxes tied to public costs.

Stress that revenue supports
existing, widely backed
community safety programs.

Focus on stabilizing long-term
funding for prevention and
victim services.

Frame the policy as offsetting
documented public costs
currently borne by taxpayers.

Use “shared responsibility”
language rather than punitive
framing.

Underscore that funds are
dedicated and protected for
safety-related purposes.

Describe it as a sustainable,
predictable funding stream.

Be clear that this is a
business-level excise tax, not a
tax on lawful gun owners.

MESSAGING DON'Ts

Avoid framing the policy as a
penalty or punishment.

Do not characterize it as
targeting lawful gun owners.

Avoid language suggesting
ownership restrictions or
access limitations.

Do not describe it as “gun
control.”

Avoid zero-sum framing (e.g.,
“us vs. them” or industry vs.

consumers).

Do not suggest the tax is

designed to reduce lawful sales.

Avoid overstating claims or
using emotionally charged
statistics without context.

24



Sources

Access to guns increases child and adolescent suicide | Society for Research in Child Development SRCD. (2020, June
5). https://www.srcd.org/research/access-guns-increases-child-and-adolescent-suicide

Amended Compilaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief, Jaymes et al. vs. Maduros, (Sup. Court of Calif, Dec. 6, 2024)
(No. 37-2024-00031147-CU-MC-CTL)

Anderman, A. (2025). Invest More to save More: Why a $100 million investment for CVI in FY 2025-2026 will save more
lives and more money in Pennsylvania.

Avram, R, Koepcke, E. J,, Moussawi, A., & Nuriez, M. (2024, June 4). Do Cure Violence Programs Reduce Gun Violence?
Evidence from New York City. arXiv.org. https://arxiv.org/abs/2406.02459

Background | TTB: Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau. (n.d.). Retrieved February 25, 2026, from https://www.ttb.
gov/regulated-commodities/guns/rrd-faet-background

Beekman, D. (2017, August 10). Washington state Supreme Court rules in favor of Seattle’s gun tax. Seattle Times. https://
www.courts.wa.gov/content/publicupload/eclips/2017%2008%2010%20Washington%20state%20Supreme%20
Court%20rules%20in%20favor%200f%20Seattles%20gun%20tax.pdf

Bilyk, J. (2025, January 13). Cook county gun, ammo tax unconstitutional still, judge says. The Cook County Record.
https://www.legalnewsline.com/cook-county-record/cook-county-gun-ammo-tax-unconstitutional-still-judge-
says/article_a0f66120-cef9-42e9-a36f-7a60f394786d.html

Birkeland, B. (2024, October 10). Proposition KK: New excise tax on gun and ammunition sales, explained. CPR News.
https://www.cpr.org/2024/10/10/vg-2024-proposition-kk-gun-tax-explainer/

Bishop, G. (2025, January 16). Despite judgement against gun, ammo tax, Cook County says it remains enforceable. The
Center Square. Retrieved February 25, 2026, from https://www.thecentersquare.com/illinois/article _cbc2df78-
d435-1lef-ac8b-cf9661124463.html

Braga AA, Weisburd D, Turchan B. (2018) Focused deterrence strategies and crime control. Criminology & Public Policy.

Brownlee, C. (2025, June 4). Musket vs. AR-15: Judges Are Throwing Out Gun Restrictions Because of Antiquated Laws
From America’s Founding. The Trace. https://www.thetrace.org/2025/06/gun-laws-history-supreme-court-bruen/

Brownlee, C. (2025, June 9). How a Supreme Court decision on gun rights has reverberated through federal courts. The
Trace. https://www.thetrace.org/2024/12/bruen-supreme-court-gun-rights-cases/

Brownlee, C. (2026, January 21). Trump has slashed federal funding for gun violence prevention. But how much exactly?
The Trace. https://www.thetrace.org/2026/01/trump-public-safety-gun-violence-funding/

California Gun Excise Tax Law - sec. 36011. (n.d.). https://cdtfa.ca.gov/lawguides/vol4/fetl/fetl-36011.html

Cigarette tax. (n.d.). Department of Revenue | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. https://www.pa.gov/agencies/revenue/
resources/tax-types-and-information/tobacco-products/cigarette-tax

Clayton, A. (2025, June 3). ‘Gonna have to hear mothers and sisters cry”: Trump’s funding cuts leave at-risk youth
vulnerable to gun violence. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jun/03/gun-violence-
prevention-funding-cuts

Community Violence Intervention. (n.d.). Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Retrieved February 25, 2026,
from https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/solutions/community-violence-intervention

CPRA TV. (2025, March 11). State BLOCKS Lawsuit Against California’s 11% Gun Tax! [Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=Aw6KHJ7ErI8

Crime Victim and Survivor Services Funding and Mental Health Security Act, Colorado Revised Statutes Article 37. Page
4.(2024).

CT HBO5653 | 2023 | General Assembly (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HBO5653/2023



https://www.srcd.org/research/access-firearms-increases-child-and-adolescent-suicide
https://arxiv.org/abs/2406.02459
https://www.ttb.gov/regulated-commodities/firearms/rrd-faet-background
https://www.ttb.gov/regulated-commodities/firearms/rrd-faet-background
https://www.courts.wa.gov/content/publicupload/eclips/2017%2008%2010%20Washington%20state%20Supreme%
https://www.courts.wa.gov/content/publicupload/eclips/2017%2008%2010%20Washington%20state%20Supreme%
https://www.courts.wa.gov/content/publicupload/eclips/2017%2008%2010%20Washington%20state%20Supreme%
https://www.legalnewsline.com/cook-county-record/cook-county-gun-ammo-tax-unconstitutional-still-jud
https://www.legalnewsline.com/cook-county-record/cook-county-gun-ammo-tax-unconstitutional-still-jud
https://www.cpr.org/2024/10/10/vg-2024-proposition-kk-gun-tax-explainer/
https://www.thecentersquare.com/illinois/article_cbc2df78-d435-11ef-ac8b-cf9661124463.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/illinois/article_cbc2df78-d435-11ef-ac8b-cf9661124463.html
https://www.thetrace.org/2025/06/gun-laws-history-supreme-court-bruen/ 
https://www.thetrace.org/2024/12/bruen-supreme-court-gun-rights-cases/ 
https://www.thetrace.org/2026/01/trump-public-safety-gun-violence-funding/ 
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/revenue/resources/tax-types-and-information/tobacco-products/cigarette-t
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/revenue/resources/tax-types-and-information/tobacco-products/cigarette-t
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jun/03/gun-violence-prevention-funding-cuts
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jun/03/gun-violence-prevention-funding-cuts
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/center-for-gun-violence-solutions/solutions/community-violence-interven
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw6KHJ7Erl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw6KHJ7Erl8
https://legiscan.com/CT/bill/HB05653/2023 

Sources

Defendant Nicolas Maduros’ Notice of Demurrer and Demurrer To First Amended Complaint, Jaymes et al. vs. Maduros,
(Sup. Court of Calif,, Feb. 18, 2025) (No. 37-2024-00031147-CU-MC-CTL)

Department Director, Mallet, J,, Maduros, N., & Gonzalez, T. (2024). Budget change Proposal [Report]. https://bcp.dof.
ca.gov/2425/FY2425_ORG7600_BCP7404.pdf

Draplin, D. (2025, April 1). Groups sue to stop Colorado’s tax on guns, ammunition. The Center Square. https://www.
thecentersquare.com/colorado/article _e542ee21-41a9-4ead-8a43-f1de8a7f1868.ntml

Economic Costs of Gun Violence. (n.d.). Brady United. https://www.bradyunited.org/resources/issues/economic-costs-
of-gun-violence

Ellis, J. R, Francisco, M., & FIRST & FOURTEENTH PLLC. (2025). COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. In
DISTRICT COURT, DENVER COUNTY, COLORADO (pp. 1-3) [Legal]. https://saf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/CO-
tax-lawsuit_filed-complaint.pdf

Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund. (2024, November 11). The economic cost of gun violence. Everytown Research &
Policy. https://everytownresearch.org/report/the-economic-cost-of-gun-violence/

Fact Sheet: Two years of the bipartisan Safer Communities Act. (2025, February 6). https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/
pr/fact-sheet-two-years-bipartisan-safer-communities-act

Guns and Ammunition Revenue Update (2025 Q2) [EconTax Blog]. (2025, August 18). https://lac.ca.gov/LAOEconTax/
article/Detail /836

Gun INJURIES: Health Care Service Needs and Costs. (2021). In Government Accountability Office (GAO-21-515). United
States Government Accountability Office. Retrieved February 25, 2026, from https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-

515.pdf

Guns and ammunition tax - City Finance | Seattle.gov. (n.d.). https://www.seattle.gov/city-finance/business-taxes-and-
licenses/seattle-taxes/guns-and-ammunition-tax

Formula Grants | Funding & Awards | OVC. (n.d.). Office for Victims of Crime. https://ovc.ojp.gov/funding/types-of-
funding/formula-grants

Gardon, I. (2024, June 17). California strengthens Nation-Leading gun safety laws. Governor of California. https://www.gov.
ca.gov/2023/09/26/governor-newsom-strengthens-californias-nation-leading-gun-safety-laws/

Handgun ownership associated with much higher suicide risk. (2025, July 1). News Center. https://med.stanford.edu/
news/all-news/2020/06/handgun-ownership-associated-with-much-higher-suicide-risk.html

IL HB177 | 2025-2026 | 104th General Assembly. (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/HB1177/2025

Irvin-Erickson, Y., Lynch, M., Gurvis, A., Mohr, E., & Bai, B. (2017). A Neighborhood-Level Analysis of the Economic Impact
of Gun Violence. In Urban Institute. Urban Institute. Retrieved February 25, 2026, from https://www.urban.org/sites/
default/files/publication/90671/eigv_final_report_3.pdf

Kagan, J. (2025, September 28). Pigovian Tax explained: Definition, purpose, and Real-World examples. Investopedia.
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/pigoviantax.asp

Legislative Council. (n.d.). Proposition KK: Guns and Ammunition Excise tax. In Legislative Council Draft. https://leg.
colorado.gov/sites/default/files/initiative%2520referendum_proposition%20kk%20final%20Ic%20packet.pdf

Minnesota Governor's Office. (n.d.). GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION PACKAGE. https://content.govdelivery.com/
attachments/MNGOV/2026/02/24/file_attachments/3563553/GVP_Fact%20Sheet.pdf

MA H3082 | 2025-2026 | 194th General Court (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/MA/bill/H3082/2025

Mascia, J. (2025, May 6). The gun industry makes billions. but how many exactly? The Trace. https://www.thetrace.
org/2025/05/gun-industry-profits—-how-much-america/

26


https://bcp.dof.ca.gov/2425/FY2425_ORG7600_BCP7404.pdf
https://bcp.dof.ca.gov/2425/FY2425_ORG7600_BCP7404.pdf
https://www.thecentersquare.com/colorado/article_e542ee21-41a9-4ead-8a43-f1de8a7f1868.html
https://www.thecentersquare.com/colorado/article_e542ee21-41a9-4ead-8a43-f1de8a7f1868.html
https://saf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/CO-tax-lawsuit_filed-complaint.pdf
https://saf.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/CO-tax-lawsuit_filed-complaint.pdf
https://everytownresearch.org/report/the-economic-cost-of-gun-violence/
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/fact-sheet-two-years-bipartisan-safer-communities-act
https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/pr/fact-sheet-two-years-bipartisan-safer-communities-act
https://lao.ca.gov/LAOEconTax/article/Detail/836
https://lao.ca.gov/LAOEconTax/article/Detail/836
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-515.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-21-515.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/city-finance/business-taxes-and-licenses/seattle-taxes/firearms-and-ammuniti
https://www.seattle.gov/city-finance/business-taxes-and-licenses/seattle-taxes/firearms-and-ammuniti
https://ovc.ojp.gov/funding/types-of-funding/formula-grants
https://ovc.ojp.gov/funding/types-of-funding/formula-grants
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2023/09/26/governor-newsom-strengthens-californias-nation-leading-gun-safety-
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2023/09/26/governor-newsom-strengthens-californias-nation-leading-gun-safety-
https://med.stanford.edu/news/all-news/2020/06/handgun-ownership-associated-with-much-higher-suicide
https://med.stanford.edu/news/all-news/2020/06/handgun-ownership-associated-with-much-higher-suicide
https://legiscan.com/IL/bill/HB1177/2025 
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/90671/eigv_final_report_3.pdf
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/90671/eigv_final_report_3.pdf
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/p/pigoviantax.asp 
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/initiative%2520referendum_proposition%20kk%20final%20lc
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/initiative%2520referendum_proposition%20kk%20final%20lc
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MNGOV/2026/02/24/file_attachments/3563553/GVP_Fact%20She
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MNGOV/2026/02/24/file_attachments/3563553/GVP_Fact%20She
https://legiscan.com/MA/bill/H3082/2025 
https://www.thetrace.org/2025/05/gun-industry-profits-how-much-america/
https://www.thetrace.org/2025/05/gun-industry-profits-how-much-america/

Sources
MD SBT118 | 2026 | Regular Session (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/SB118/2026

Monuteaux, M. C,, Lee, L. K, Hemenway, D., Mannix, R., & Fleegler, E. W. (2015). Gun ownership and violent crime in the U.S.
American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 49(2), 207-214. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2015.02.008

Morral, A, Schell, T, & Scherling, A. (2024). Association of veteran suicide risk with state-level gun ownership rates and
gun laws in the USA. BMJ Journals. https://injuryprevention.omj.com/content/32/1/57

Needles, A. (2019, November 13). Tacoma City Council approves tax on guns and ammunition. The News Tribune. https://
www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article237251479.html

NE LB65 | 2024 | 108th Legislature 1st Special Session (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/NE/bill/LB65/2024/X1

NJ S2306 | 2024-2025 | Regular Session (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/NJ/bill/S2306/2024

NM SB90 | 2024 | Regular Session (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/NM/bill/SB90/2024

NY S05813 | 2025-2026 | General Assembly (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/NY/bill/S05813/2025

Office for Victims of Crime. (2023). Victims of Crime Act: Program Overview. In NDAA [Report]. https://assets.noviams.
com/novi-file-uploads/ndaa3/pdfs-and-documents/legislative_priorities/Victims-of-Crime-Act-Program-

Overview.pdf

Office for Victims of Crime. (2025). FY 2007-2026 Crime Victims Fund End of Year Balance ($ millions). https://ovc.ojp.
gov/about/crime-victims-fund/fy-2007-2026-cvf-balance.pdf

OJP Awards Dashboard. (n.d.). U.S. Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs. Retrieved
January 30, 2025, from https://charts.ojp.usdoj.gov/t/public/views/OJPAwardsDashboard/
AwardsBySolicitations?%3Aembed=y&%3Aiid=1&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y

Ribakoff, S., & Frez, S. (2024, July 3). Gun rights groups sue California for new 11% tax on gun sales. Courthouse News
Service. https://www.courthousenews.com/gun-rights-groups-sue-california-for-new-11-tax-on-gun-sales/

Sacco, L. (2024). The Crime Victims Fund (CVF): Federal Support for Victims of Crime. In Congress.gov (No. R42672).
Retrieved February 25, 2026, from https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R42672

Sarles, J. (2024, November 6). A new tax will be added to gun sales in Colorado as Proposition KK passes. CBS News.
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/proposition-kk-tax-gun-sales-colorado-ballot-measure-election/

Shearer, H. E, Anderman, A. S., & Giffords Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence. (2018). ANALYZING GUN-VIOLENCE-
PREVENTION TAXES UNDER EMERGING Gun FEE JURISPRUDENCE. In Southern lllinois University Law Journal,
Southern lllinois University Law Journal (Vol. 43, pp. 158-159). https://law.siu.edu/_common/documents/law-journal/
articles-2018/fall-2018/11-shearer-jr.pdf

Siegel, M, Ross, C. S, & King, C. (2013). The relationship between gun ownership and gun homicide rates in the United
States, 1981-2010. American Journal of Public Health, 103(11), 2098-2105. https://doi.org/10.2105/ajph.2013.301409

Sonzinsky v. United States, 300 U.S. 506 (1937). (n.d.). Justia. https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/300/506/

THE DEPARTMENT’S ANSWER TO COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF. (2025). In P. J. WEISER, E.
GARRISON, E. BUCKLEY, P. TAKHAR, & A. ARMSTRONG, DISTRICT COURT, CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER, COLORADO.
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/gunspolicycoalition/pages/10736/attachments/original /1747770307/2025.05.20
Humphreys_Answer.pdf?1747770307

Turner, C. (2025, May 1). Education Department stops $1 billion in funding for school mental health. NPR. https://www.npr.
org/2025/05/01/nx-s1-5382582/trump-school-mental-health

WA HB1386 | 2025-2026 | Regular Session (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/WA/bill/HB1386/2025

27


https://legiscan.com/MD/bill/SB118/2026 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2015.02.008
https://injuryprevention.bmj.com/content/32/1/57 
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article237251479.html 
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article237251479.html 
https://legiscan.com/NE/bill/LB65/2024/X1 
https://legiscan.com/NJ/bill/S2306/2024 
https://legiscan.com/NM/bill/SB90/2024 
https://legiscan.com/NY/bill/S05813/2025 
https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/ndaa3/pdfs-and-documents/legislative_priorities/Victims
https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/ndaa3/pdfs-and-documents/legislative_priorities/Victims
https://assets.noviams.com/novi-file-uploads/ndaa3/pdfs-and-documents/legislative_priorities/Victims
https://ovc.ojp.gov/about/crime-victims-fund/fy-2007-2026-cvf-balance.pdf
https://ovc.ojp.gov/about/crime-victims-fund/fy-2007-2026-cvf-balance.pdf
https://charts.ojp.usdoj.gov/t/public/views/OJPAwardsDashboard/AwardsBySolicitations?%3Aembed=y&%3Ai
https://charts.ojp.usdoj.gov/t/public/views/OJPAwardsDashboard/AwardsBySolicitations?%3Aembed=y&%3Ai
https://www.courthousenews.com/gun-rights-groups-sue-california-for-new-11-tax-on-gun-sales/ 
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R42672 
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/proposition-kk-tax-firearm-sales-colorado-ballot-measure-elect
https://law.siu.edu/_common/documents/law-journal/articles-2018/fall-2018/11-shearer-jr.pdf
https://law.siu.edu/_common/documents/law-journal/articles-2018/fall-2018/11-shearer-jr.pdf
https://doi.org/10.2105/ajph.2013.301409 
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/300/506/ 
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/firearmspolicycoalition/pages/10736/attachments/original/1747770307
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/firearmspolicycoalition/pages/10736/attachments/original/1747770307
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/01/nx-s1-5382582/trump-school-mental-health
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/01/nx-s1-5382582/trump-school-mental-health
https://legiscan.com/WA/bill/HB1386/2025 

Sources

Watford, A. (2025, May 29). Street-level violence prevention programs have been decimated by Trump just ahead of
summer. Stateline. https://stateline.org/2025/05/29/street-level-violence-prevention-programs-have-been-
decimated-by-trump-just-ahead-of-summer/

Willard, H. (2025, March 31). NRA sues to stop ammunition, gun excise tax approved by Colorado voters. Fox 31 Morning
News. https://kdvr.com/news/local/nra-sues-to-stop-ammunition-gun-excise-tax-approved-by-colorado-voters/

VA HB919 | 2026 | Regular Regular Session (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/VA/bill/HB919/2026

VA SB763 | 2026 | Regular Regular Session (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/VA/bill/SB763/2026

VT HO418 | 2025-2026 | Regular Session (n.d.). Legiscan. https://legiscan.com/VT/bill/HO418/2025

28


https://stateline.org/2025/05/29/street-level-violence-prevention-programs-have-been-decimated-by-tr
https://stateline.org/2025/05/29/street-level-violence-prevention-programs-have-been-decimated-by-tr
https://kdvr.com/news/local/nra-sues-to-stop-ammunition-firearm-excise-tax-approved-by-colorado-vote
https://legiscan.com/VA/bill/HB919/2026 
https://legiscan.com/VA/bill/SB763/2026 
https://legiscan.com/VT/bill/H0418/2025 

