

Rise Up, Pt 5 – King Manasseh
Feb-7/8, 2026

Speaker: Tom Hughes

Opening: [15 mins] Begin with an opening prayer and then a brief “catch up” or “icebreaker” before moving into the scripture reflection and application questions.

Scripture Reflection: [20 mins] Have the group read 2 Chronicles 33:1-3, 9-13 (NLT). After allowing them time to reflect on the passage, ask what most stands out to them and why.

Application Questions: [40 mins] (These questions will help you and your group dig deeper into the weekend sermon. Feel free to edit or use only those which fit your allotted time.)

1. Looking at the story of Manasseh, Tom stated, “With God, sometimes the worst thing that happens to us ends up being the best thing for us.”
a. Share with the group a time in your life when the “worst thing” ended up being the “best thing”?

2. Tom stated, “God’s grace is free, but not cheap”, then said, “If you want to test if you’ve experienced true grace, verses cheap grace, look at your life afterwards to see whether or not your life has changed.”
a. Share an example from your life when receiving God’s forgiveness, caused you to change your direction.

3. During his sermon, Tom made the following statement, “Many of us don’t have a hard time believing God forgives ‘small sinners’, but what about a God who forgives ‘Manasseh’?”
a. Do you have an easier time believing that God forgives your small sins, but a harder time believing he forgives the bigger ones?  What does your belief reveal?
b. Is there a sin in your life – past or present – where you struggle to believe God will forgive you, or you struggle to forgive yourself?  How does that line up with what Scripture teaches about God’s character and his forgiveness?


Closing & Prayer: [15 mins]

· Have each person in your group share a prayer request, and then have someone pray for them.
· Pray that God would help your group to grow in faith to receive His grace for forgiveness and a changed direction towards holiness.
· Pray that God would help the people of CA to grow in faith to receive His grace for forgiveness and a changed direction towards holiness.
