

“God’s Kingdom Come”, Pt 10
Aug 22/23, 2026

Speaker: Tom Hughes

Opening: [15 mins] Begin with an opening prayer and then a brief “catch up” or “icebreaker” before moving into the scripture reflection and application questions.

Scripture Reflection: [20 mins] Have the group read Matthew 12:46-50 (NLT). After allowing time to reflect on the passage, ask what stands out and why.

Application Questions: [40 mins] (These questions will help you and your group dig deeper into the weekend sermon. Feel free to edit or use only those which fit your allotted time.)

1. Tom shared seven characteristics that describe the identity of Christian Assembly church (CA).  The first three form our “foundation” – what keeps us centered on God:  1) rooted in God’s Word, 2) a worshipping church, 3) dependent on the Holy Spirit.
a. As you reflect on these three characteristics, which area is strongest in your personal life?  In which area would you most like to grow? 

2. Tom said, “We are a life-giving church – because following Christ is a delight, not a duty.”
a. What has helped – or could help – you move away from “duty” towards a greater experience of the joy and delight of following Jesus? 

3. Tom stated, “We are a relational church – because no one grows alone.  God never intended for us to try to follow Jesus in isolation.”
a. If someone observed your relational life (outside your family), how would they describe your “connectedness to others” – very connected, somewhat connected, or isolated?  Do you sense God encouraging you to engage in greater connection with others?

4. The final two characteristics Tom said describe CA – being a generous church and a great commission church – help us to see that grace changes the way we live.
a. Looking at all seven characteristics, where do you sense God saying, “Well done – keep going,” and where might he be saying, “I have more for you in this area”?  What is one next step you can take to grow in that area?

Closing & Prayer: [15 mins]

· Lead your group in a time of prayer for one another.
· Pray that God would help those in your group and our church embrace in their lives the seven characteristics that Tom used to describe our church.
