

“The Heresy of the Pharisees”
Aug 29/30, 2026

Speaker: Justice Coleman

Opening: [15 mins] Begin with an opening prayer and then a brief “catch up” or “icebreaker” before moving into the scripture reflection and application questions.

Scripture Reflection: [20 mins] Have the group read Luke 7:36-50 (NLT). After allowing time to reflect on the passage, ask what stands out and why.

Application Questions: [40 mins] (These questions will help you and your group dig deeper into the weekend sermon. Feel free to edit or use only those which fit your allotted time.)

1. Justice stated that Simon the Pharisee’s withholding common courtesies to Jesus – washing His feet, greeting Him with a kiss and anointing His head with oil – was a public show of disrespect. 
a. Describe a time when you felt deliberately disrespected.  Why do imagine they treated you that way?
b. Can you think of a time when you treated someone disrespectfully.  What was behind your attitude or behavior?

2. The “immoral woman” in the Luke 7 passage washed Jesus’ feet with her tears, kissed his feet and anointed his head with expensive perfume. 
a. What do you think she understood that Simon did not?  Do you think if you had her same awareness, it would affect the way you treat others? 

3. Justice said, “There's nothing more spiritual than the way you treat people – the way we treat, or love people is the way we show God that we love Him.”
a. Who do you find easy to treat well or love? Who do you find difficult to treat well or love?  Why?
b. James 2:8-9 says, “8 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you favor some people over others, you are committing a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law.”
i. What does this passage teach us about favoritism?  Why does this matter to God?

Closing & Prayer: [15 mins]

· Lead your group in a time of prayer for one another.
· Pray that God would help those in your group and our church extend the love of God to those whom the world does not hold in esteem.
