

“When God Doesn’t Make Sense”, Pt 1
Sep 5/6, 2026

Speaker: Tom Hughes

Opening: [15 mins] Begin with an opening prayer and then a brief “catch up” or “icebreaker” before moving into the scripture reflection and application questions.

Scripture Reflection: [20 mins] Have the group read Habakkuk 1:1-4 (NLT). After allowing time to reflect on the passage, ask what stands out and why.

Application Questions: [40 mins] (These questions will help you and your group dig deeper into the weekend sermon. Feel free to edit or use only those which fit your allotted time.)

1. Tom began his sermon based on Habakkuk by saying, “When God is silent, keep talking to Him in prayer.  Faith isn’t the absence of questions or pretending they don’t exist, faith is bringing your questions to God.”
a. Describe a season in your life when God seemed silent?  How did you respond?
b. Describe a time when you brought your hard questions to God?  How did He respond?

2. Tom pointed out that Habakkuk refused to become cynical or numb to the brokenness around him – instead, his pain moved him toward God and compassion.
a. When you encounter suffering or injustice, do you tend to respond with compassion, or do you tend to respond with cynicism or numbing out?  If there are still times when you respond with cynicism or distraction, what could help you grow in compassion instead?

3. Tom encouraged, “When you can’t see God’s work, you can still trust God’s character.”
a. Share a time when you couldn’t see what God was doing during a challenging circumstance, but later realized He was at work all along?
b. What have you learned about God’s character that helps you to remain in faith even when you can’t see him at work?

Closing & Prayer: [15 mins]

· Lead your group in a time of prayer for one another.
· Pray that God would help those in your group and our church be a people who bring their honest questions to God, grow in compassion and trust in God’s character when He seems absent.
