
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

EPA Approves Renewable Fuel Pathways for CoverCress® Oil 

Company’s winter oilseed crop now qualifies for D4 and D5 RINs under the Renewable Fuel 

Standard, ahead of first commercial crush in early 2027 

ST. LOUIS, MO — July 30, 2026 — CoverCress Inc., developer of the winter oilseed crop 

CoverCress®, today announced that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 

approved renewable fuel pathways for CoverCress® oil under the Renewable Fuel Standard 

(RFS) program — a key regulatory milestone clearing the way for commercial adoption across 

the value chain. 

Under the Chevron Geismar CoverCress Pathways, EPA has determined that renewable diesel 

and sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) produced from CoverCress® oil qualify for biomass-based 

diesel (D4) Renewable Identification Numbers (RINs). Renewable naphtha and liquefied 

petroleum gas (LPG) produced through the same pathways qualify for advanced biofuel (D5) 

RINs. RINs are the tradable credits obligated parties use to meet RFS obligations, so pathway 

approval is what allows fuel made from CoverCress oil to be sold into the RFS market and earn 

credit value. 

The approval arrives as CoverCress prepares for its first commercial crush in early 2027, giving 

growers, grain handlers, processors and fuel producers regulatory certainty as they plan for the 

crop’s expanding role in the renewable fuel supply chain. 

“The recognition of CoverCress® oil as an approved feedstock pathway under the Renewable 

Fuel Standard strengthens the commercial foundation for adoption across the value chain — 

from growers to grain handlers, processors and fuel producers,” said CoverCress CEO Jim 

Hedges. “This is a major milestone for our company and stakeholders. We appreciate the 

thorough review conducted by EPA and the commitment of industry partners who have helped 

advance the development of this innovative crop.” 

As a winter annual oilseed, CoverCress® is planted after traditional cash crops and harvested 

before spring planting, giving growers an additional source of farm income while providing soil 

cover during otherwise fallow periods. The crop is being developed to supply fuel producers 

with a new, scalable and domestic source of renewable fuel feedstock. 

About CoverCress® 

CoverCress® is a newly developed winter oilseed crop designed to fit between traditional corn 

and soybean rotations, providing growers with an additional source of farm income while 

supplying low-carbon feedstock for renewable fuels and bio-based products. Through advances 



in plant breeding and agronomic practices, CoverCress® is designed to support both farm 

profitability and sustainability goals. 

Forward-Looking Statements 

This release contains forward-looking statements, including statements regarding anticipated 

commercial crush timing and future adoption of CoverCress® oil. These statements are based on 

current expectations and are subject to risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to 

differ materially. 
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