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Ocotillo Wells SVRA General Plan Update—Working Paper #12 Introduction

SVRAs are OHV parks 
that are operated by the 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation (OHMVR) Division 
of California State Parks. 
OHVs are land vehicles 
mostly used for recreational 
purposes, such as all-terrain 
vehicles (ATVs), motorcycles, 
jeeps, and 4-wheel-drive 
trucks. More information 
about SVRAs and the OHMVR 
Division of California State 
Parks can be found at 
http://ohv.parks.ca.gov/.

REPORT FOCUS
This report presents a synopsis of public input received during 
initial public outreach efforts conducted for the Ocotillo Wells 
State Vehicular Recreation Area (SVRA) General Plan Update 
process. Initial public outreach activities were undertaken 
on various dates between January 2010 and July 2010. 
Additional outreach was conducted between January 2011 
and May 2011, following the approval of Senate Bill 855, 
which established property north of S-22 as part of Ocotillo 
Wells SVRA (the southeast portion of the area previously 
known as the Freeman Property). The public outreach 
included a project website, on-site visitor interviews, online 
questionnaires, public workshops, and stakeholder interviews.

ABOUT OCOTILLO WELLS SVRA
Ocotillo Wells SVRA is a popular recreation area for off- 
highway vehicle (OHV) users and other recreationists from 
Southern California and beyond. The roughly 85,000-acre 
SVRA is located approximately 90 miles northeast of the city of 
San Diego in San Diego and Imperial counties. Ocotillo Wells 
SVRA provides a unique recreational experience for OHV 
users. The SVRA has a large land area with a wide variety of 
terrain types and topographic features that appeal to many 
types of OHV enthusiasts and other outdoor recreationists.

Introduction



General Plans are policy 
documents intended to be 
used for 20 years or more. 
The General Plan establishes a 
decision-making framework for 
decisions related to visitor use 
and recreation, interpretation 
and education, park use and 
operations, and natural and 
physical resources.

Vision

Goals

Guidelines

Management Decisions
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
California State Parks kicked-off the comprehensive update of 
the General Plan for Ocotillo Wells SVRA in January 2010. A 
General Plan is a policy document that provides direction on 
management strategies, future types of improvements, services, 
and programs.

The current version of the General Plan was adopted in 1982. 
The purpose of the General Plan Update is to revise the plan 
to reflect changing conditions and issues, and to update the 
vision, goals, and policies set forth in the plan. The General 
Plan Update will incorporate lands acquired by the Ocotillo 
Wells SVRA after 1982. Public input will be used to help guide 
the contents of the General Plan Update.

A separate Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will also be 
prepared, as required by the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA). The EIR will provide an evaluation of potential 
environmental effects associated with implementation of the 
General Plan Update.

REPORT ORGANIZATION
Introduction Presents the report focus, provides an overview 
of the SVRA, the General Plan Update and EIR process.

Public Outreach Activities Overviews the public outreach 
program and describes initial public outreach activities, and 
outlines the report organization.

Major Themes Presents the major discussion themes that 
surfaced during initial public outreach.
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Public Outreach Activities
Given that Ocotillo Wells SVRA draws visitors from Southern 
California and beyond, the initial public outreach program 
was designed to offer multiple means for providing input. 
Additional opportunities for public participation will be 
provided throughout the General Plan Update process. During 
Steps 1 and 2 of the General Plan Update, public outreach 
focused on identifying key planning issues. More than 1,000 
people participated in initial public outreach activities. 
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Along with operational needs, OHMVR Division policies, the 
OHMVR Strategic Plan, and applicable laws and regulations, 
ideas and issues raised by participants during the initial 
public outreach effort will help guide the vision, goals, and 
alternatives for the General Plan Update.

Initial public outreach was conducted in two parts. The first part 
concerned Ocotillo Wells SVRA prior to the passage of Senate 
Bill (SB) 855 in October 2010. The second part concerned the 
property north of S-22 that was added to the SVRA with the 
passage of SB 855.

Initial public outreach focused on obtaining input on the 
following topics associated with Ocotillo Wells SVRA:

The public outreach activities undertaken during Steps 1 
and 2 of the General Plan Update process are summarized 
on the following pages. Each section provides a description 
of the activity, the focus of the activity, and approximate 
number of participants for each activity. Summaries of input 
received through all public outreach activities are provided in 
Appendices A–D.

Concerns Safety Additional facilities

Best features Favorite places

Visitation patterns What visitors value

Why people like visiting Popular activities

Awareness of natural & cultural resource issues

What visitors learn Improvements
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www.planocotillowells.org

PROJECT WEBSITE
The project website was launched in January 2010. The 
website will be used throughout the General Plan Update 
process to post project information and solicit feedback 
from the public. The website can be found at www.
planocotillowells.org.

PUBLIC WORKSHOPS
The public workshops provided broad forums for public 
involvement and dialogue. Prior to the passage of SB 855, 
three public workshops were held in February 2010 in three 
different locations throughout Southern California (see table 
bleow). In total, 110 people signed in at these workshops. 
Subsequent to the passage of SB 855, two additional public 
workshops were held in March 2011—one in Carlsbad, 
California, and one in Salton City, near the SVRA—-to 
discuss the area added north of S-22. These workshops were 
attended by 158 people. Appendix A provides notes from the 
public workshops.

LOCATION DATE FOCUS

Riverside Feb. 10, 2010 OW SVRA

El Cajon Feb. 11, 2010 OW SVRA

Ocotillo Wells SVRA (2 locations) Feb. 13, 2010 OW SVRA

Carlsbad Mar. 10, 2011 OW North

Salton City Mar. 19, 2011 OW North
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STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS
The purpose of the stakeholder interviews was to understand 
the perspectives of agencies, organizations, and key interest 
groups with respect to current and future activities at Ocotillo 
Wells SVRA. Meetings with a cross-section of stakeholders 
were held on various dates from April through July 2010 for 
Ocotillo Wells SVRA. A total of 42 stakeholders participated 
in this initial stakeholder interview process.

In May 2011, participants were invited to stakeholder 
interviews concerning the area north of S-22 added 
to Ocotillo Wells SVRA. These participants included 
representatives of the same groups invited to participate in the 
initial stakeholder interviews for Ocotillo Wells SVRA, as well 
as those identified as important to the planning process for the 
addition north of S-22. A total of 19 stakeholders participated 
in this interview process. Discussion questions, key points 
from stakeholder interviews, and a complete list of interview 
participants are provided in Appendix B.

ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRES
The purpose of the online questionnaires was to provide 
another participation option for those unable to attend public 
workshops. The online questionnaires for Ocotillo Wells SVRA 
were available on the General Plan Update website from 
January 15 through March 18, 2010, and from January 20 
through March 31, 2011. The questions were similar to the 
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discussion questions for the public workshops, serving as a 
parallel input opportunity. More than 750 responses to the 
online questionnaire were received for Ocotillo Wells SVRA in 
2010, and approximately 550 responses were received for the 
area north of S-22 in 2011. 
The findings of the information from the online questionnaires 
can be found in Appendix C.

VISITOR INTERVIEWS
The purpose of the on-site visitor interviews was to capture 
the perspectives of people who may not participate in formal 
outreach events, such as public workshops. AECOM conducted 
person-to-person “questionnaire” interviews on-site with Ocotillo 
Wells SVRA visitors on January 16, 23, and 30, 2010, and 
with visitors north of S-22 on January 15, 22, and 29, 2011. 
A total of 113 on-site interviews were conducted. The findings 
of the information collected in the visitor interviews can be 
found in Appendix C.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
Several additional comments were submitted to California 
State Parks during the initial public outreach effort. These 
comments are summarized in Appendix D.



List of Major Themes

•	 A longtime tradition of 
riding and camping with 
family and friends

•	 A convenient escape

•	 The unique freedom of open 
riding and camping

•	 Maintaining access to SVRA 
riding opportunities

•	 Appreciation for diversity 
of OHV recreation

•	 Support for multiple 
recreation opportunities

•	 Appreciation for desert 
environment and natural 
resources

•	 Encouraging responsible 
OHV use and a responsible 
environment

•	 Balancing need for 
enforcement with valued 
visitor freedom

•	 Enhancing emergency 
response

•	 Diversity in views of 
environmental and cultural 
resource protection

•	 Additional facilities and 
services

•	 Connection to local 
community
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The following themes emerged from the initial public outreach 
activities. For a complete understanding of the range of issues 
raised, please refer to the input documentation in Appendices 
A, B, C, and D. This input will be considered by the project 
team when completing early project research and preparing 
the General Plan and EIR.

A longtime tradition of riding and camping with 
family and friends

Many visitors pointed to tradition and familiarity as key 
reasons for visiting Ocotillo Wells SVRA. More than half of the 
participants have been visiting the SVRA for longer than 10 
years. For many visitors, camping and OHV riding with family 
and friends at the SVRA has been a multi-generational tradition 
spanning more than 50 years. Some participants pointed to 
fond memories of OHV riding from their youth as a reason to 
keep the tradition of visiting Ocotillo Wells SVRA alive. Tied 
to these discussions were comments about passing on this 
tradition to children and grandchildren. According to some 
OHV users, familiarity with the area also provides a sense of 
security because they feel they are less likely to get lost.

Participants also noted that the SVRA is often used as a 
central meeting point for family and friends to get together 
on weekends and holidays. Many visitors point to a family-
friendly environment as one of the main reasons they choose 
to visit Ocotillo Wells SVRA in place of other OHV recreation 
areas. Many parents value that the SVRA is a family-friendly 
place for children to ride and experience the outdoors.

Major Themes
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A convenient escape

Many OHV enthusiasts indicated that one of the main reasons 
for coming to Ocotillo Wells SVRA is the relative closeness of 
the park to their homes in San Diego, Los Angeles, Riverside, 
and Orange counties. Some visitors mentioned that Ocotillo 
Wells SVRA is closer to home than other OHV recreation 
areas, and that the close proximity to home offers them a 
quick escape from their daily lives. A small percentage of 
visitors travel to the SVRA from other areas of California or 
from other states.

Many people also commented that they enjoy retreating 
from the city to experience the natural desert landscape and 
weather. Participants noted that the desert feels a world away 
from everyday worries. According to some OHV enthusiasts, 
Ocotillo Wells SVRA is popular because it has warmer 
winter weather compared to other Southern California OHV 
recreation areas, such as those in the high desert. The beauty 
of desert sunrises, sunsets, and storms was popular with many 
respondents.

Visitors cited easy access from paved roads, such as County 
Route 22 (S-22), as another reason they visit Ocotillo Wells 
SVRA. Although some visitors said that it is easy to get 
trailers and campers in and out of Ocotillo Wells SVRA, 
it was mentioned that the condition of the Marina Drive 
entrance from State Route 86 to the area north of S-22 made 
access difficult for large RVs and trailers.
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The unique freedom of open riding and camping

Many visitors are drawn to the unique freedom that Ocotillo Wells SVRA offers 
to openly camp and ride throughout the SVRA. In particular, many visitors valued 
camping “wherever you want” and “the openness of the area.” Participants also 
mentioned that the large SVRA size and riding area allow for extensive exploration 
and adventure riding.

Maintaining access to SVRA riding opportunities

Many participants expressed concern about potential loss of riding opportunities, 
which some feared could result from closure of the SVRA, a reduction in its size, or 
closure of riding areas. Many visitors appreciate the large area of the SVRA, which 
provides room to ride and explore. Some participants did not feel comfortable 
visiting during busy weekends or holidays due to increased crowds.

Participants also cited concerns over whether protection of natural and cultural 
resources could result in the loss of riding opportunities. Some visitors worried 
that alternative energy development could further reduce available area for OHV 
recreation within the SVRA. Many visitors would also like to see the SVRA expand 
to include additional riding opportunities on adjacent land. Some participants 
expressed disappointment that, subsequent to the passage of SB 855, some of the 
lands of the former Freeman Property were acquired by the Anza-Borrego Desert 
State Park and are no longer accessible for OHV recreation.

Areas in the SVRA that have been closed to riding were frequently raised in 
discussions. Many riders feel that OHV riding opportunities are being lost throughout 
the state, and they would like to see re-opening of closed areas at Ocotillo Wells 
SVRA. Other visitors do not necessarily want to see closed areas reopened to riding, 
but would like any closed areas to provide signage with information about why the 
area is closed. For example, if an area is closed to protect sensitive habitat, some 
visitors would like this information included in signage.
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Appreciation for diversity of OHV recreation

One of the strongest recurring themes was an appreciation of 
the diversity of OHV recreation within Ocotillo Wells SVRA. 
The varied terrain (such as mud hills, technical rock riding, and 
washes) provides opportunities for a range of skill levels and 
OHV interests. Due to this variation in terrain, different areas 
of Ocotillo Wells SVRA offer different OHV opportunities. For 
example, visitors who ride motorcycles and quads prefer the 
south and central areas of the SVRA, while visitors who like 
slower, more technical riding tend to drive trucks or jeeps north 
of S-22.

Visitors use the trail network to access destination landmarks, 
washes, and challenging terrain throughout the park. Visitors 
commented that some of their favorite destinations and trails 
in Ocotillo Wells SVRA are Pumpkin Patch, Shell Reef, Devil’s 
Slide, Blowsand Hill, Gas Domes, Artesian Well, Cahuilla Trail, 
and Cross Over Trail. Visitors cited Dusty Mountain, Truckhaven 
Trail, the Phonebooth, the Four Palms, the Fire Hydrant, the 
Street Sign, the Tetherball/The Arches, and the washes as their 
favorite destinations.

There was widespread enthusiasm for events at the SVRA, 
including group-sponsored events, volunteer clean-ups, 
organized rides, and educational opportunities. Events such as 
the “Roughneck Rendezvous” geocaching event, the CORVA 
Truckhaven Challenge, Treasure Trails events, and TDS Desert 
Safari were favorably received by many park enthusiasts. 
Participants also suggested that the event permit process be 
streamlined to make it easier for applicants.
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Support for multiple recreation opportunities

Although the most popular activity among visitors is OHV recreation, 
most survey participants mentioned that they also take part in 
other activities while visiting Ocotillo Wells SVRA. Common 
activities include camping and picnicking, spending time with 
family or friends, geocaching activities, relaxing, socializing with 
other visitors, and observing the natural landscape and desert 
environment. Some participants also enjoyed photography, 
stargazing and astronomy, mountain biking, hiking, and playing 
with remote-controlled cars.

Appreciation for desert environment and natural 
resources

Many participants indicated that visits to Ocotillo Wells SVRA had 
contributed to the development of a strong land ethic within their 
families and groups of friends. These concepts included “treading 
lightly,” picking up litter, respecting the SVRA regulations, and 
appreciating the natural desert landscape. Many participants 
expressed that they like to discover and observe the natural 
resources found at the SVRA, such as geological formations, plants, 
and wildlife. Some visitors participated in organized clean-up events.

Additionally, the SVRA’s education and interpretive program is 
particularly popular with families. Many parents enjoy taking kids to 
interpretive events at destinations such as the Pumpkin Patch and Shell 
Reef. Participants noted that adults and children alike appreciate the 
programs that focus on respecting the desert and keeping it clean for 
future generations. Many visitors have learned about desert geology 
and plant and wildlife through the SVRA’s interpretive programs.
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Encouraging responsible OHV use and 
a responsible environment

One of the strongest recurring themes that surfaced during the 
visitor surveys was the issue of public safety. Overall, many visitors 
feel that safety conditions at Ocotillo Wells SVRA are better than 
at other OHV parks in the area. Families stated that they were 
drawn to Ocotillo Wells SVRA because the riding environment is 
safer for their kids. At the same time, visitors would still like to see 
safety improvements made during the park’s General Plan Update 
process.

Of particular concern was irresponsible OHV use, such as 
speeding, drinking, drug use, and lack of sufficient safety training. 
Participants also raised concerns regarding unsafe or disrespectful 
behavior by other visitors, such as OHV riding at fast speeds 
through popular camping areas. Other safety concerns include the 
lack of clear, durable wayfinding signage along trails; theft and 
vandalism; and crowded conditions during holiday weekends. 
Some visitors also indicated that areas that are closed to riding are 
sometimes difficult to see when riding, which creates hazardous 
riding conditions. Signage and fencing with greater visibility was 
suggested. Some participants also expressed safety concerns 
resulting from OHV use near highways and major roads.

In addition, the importance of OHV education was frequently 
raised during outreach activities. Suggestions for OHV 
education centered on riding and safety training for novice 
riders, responsible riding in and around the camping areas, 
and first aid outdoor skills.
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Balancing need for enforcement with valued 
visitor freedom

Many visitors appreciate the ranger presence at Ocotillo 
Wells SVRA, and note that the SVRA feels safer and more 
family friendly than other OHV recreation areas in the region. 
Some visitors would like to see an increased ranger presence 
to ensure that visitors continue to behave responsibly. Many 
participants suggested that additional enforcement at camping 
areas and heavy traffic areas—especially during busy 
weekends—would further improve public safety. However, 
some visitors feel that enforcement efforts are somewhat 
heavy–handed and take away from the feeling of freedom.

Enhancing emergency response

Additionally, participants suggested that more resources 
(e.g., staff, equipment, and educational programs) be 
provided to improve emergency response services at the 
SVRA. Call boxes were suggested to help visitors access 
emergency services. Other participants suggested the 
development of a ranger station on the north side of Ocotillo 
Wells SVRA to help reduce emergency response times to 
this area. Emergency responder suggested the creation of a 
central response network and a greater use of memorandums 
of understanding (MOUs) between agencies to increase 
coordination efforts.
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Diversity in views of environmental and cultural 
resource protection

The majority of visitors are aware of the natural and 
cultural resources within Ocotillo Wells SVRA. Resources 
most commonly cited were the geological formations at the 
Pumpkin Patch, Gas Domes, Shell Reef, and Calcite Mines; 
the natural beauty of the desert landscape; and the geological 
history of the area. Many visitors were also aware of native 
plants and wildlife in the SVRA. Many participants expressed 
interest in learning more about the park’s natural resources, 
and suggested that all closed off areas provide informational 
signage explaining the natural resource.

Opinions on the appropriate level of natural and cultural 
resource protection ranged from aggressive protection to no 
additional resource protection measures. Overall, most visitors 
acknowledged the importance of balancing environmental 
and cultural preservation and OHV riding opportunities. 
Some visitors felt that closing parts of the park to conservation 
would unfairly minimize the space designated for OHV riding, 
while others stressed the importance of preserving the flora, 
fauna, and cultural resources of the SVRA by closing areas or 
limiting open riding. Some participants clarified that they are 
not opposed to all OHV-related development, but would like 
natural and cultural resource preservation to be considered 
when planning this development. Other participants felt that 
resource protection should be limited to the much larger Anza- 
Borrego Desert State Park.
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Some participants expressed concern over the potential 
contributions of OHV activity to dusty conditions and poor 
air quality, particularly for areas downwind of riding and 
for events, which draw high numbers of visitors. Other 
participants commented that wind should be considered for 
its potential contribution to dusty conditions, and expressed 
doubts that OHV activity contributes to dusty conditions.

Several specific comments were provided regarding cultural 
resources management. Some stakeholders expressed 
concern over the potential for recreation to affect cultural 
resources, including previously unidentified sacred sites and 
burial grounds. Potential disturbance to human remains were 
of particular concern to some stakeholders. Suggestions 
were made that some areas with known cultural resources be 
closed to riding to protect these resources. Some participants 
would like to see Native American tribal representatives 
involved in information generation and cultural resources 
management decisions. Additional suggestions included 
ensuring that tribal perspectives are included in educational 
and interpretive programming.
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Additional facilities and services

Many participants stated that they liked the existing facilities 
offered at Ocotillo Wells SVRA and indicated that both the 
facilities and trails were well-maintained. However, opinions 
varied about the suitable level of development north of 
S-22. Many participants preferred no additional facilities or 
development in this area in order to maintain a natural and 
open environment. Suggestions by those who did prefer more 
development included additional facilities both south and 
north of S-22, such as the addition or the re-opening of an RV 
dump station, additional dumpsters for trash disposal, access 
to fresh water, additional shaded and picnic areas, additional 
restrooms, and cell phone coverage or call boxes for faster 
emergency response.

Participants frequently indicated that the lack of an entrance fee 
was one of the positive features of the SVRA. However, some 
visitors pointed out that they would be willing to pay a fee to 
help fund improvements of the park facilities and services, and 
to limit the amount of visitors to reduce overcrowding during 
holiday weekends.

Connection to local community

Some visitors mentioned that they liked the close proximity to 
gas services, restaurants, and stores, and they often frequent 
these establishments when they visit the SVRA. Additionally, 
some participants discussed the importance of the SVRA on 
local economic development, and some indicated that they 
attend local community events, such as clean-ups, OHV events, 
and fundraisers.
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP SERIES NOTES 
 
RIVERSIDE WORKSHOP – FEBRUARY 10, 2010 
 
CONCERNS 
 

 Won’t go there anymore on holiday weekends (the 
“popular” weekends) because there are too many 
people that don’t follow rules and ride/behave in 
reckless manner.  Better crowd control is needed.   

 Irresponsible riding creates poor perception of OHV 
community 

 Late night noise, parties 
 High speed/reckless riding 

IMPROVEMENTS 
 

 Maybe more organized groups need to be involved to 
help with encouraging responsible riding; adopt-a-
trail program might also be effective  
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EL CAJON WORKSHOP – FEBRUARY 11, 2010 
 
ACTIVITIES 

 Access to OHV recreation/riding 
o Motorcycles 
o Dune buggies 
o Jeeps 
o Quads 
o Golf carts 
o Side-by-sides 
o ATVs 
o 4 x 4 (non-jeep) 

 Camping 
o Tent camping 
o RVs 
o Toy box  
o Ground 
o Back of pick-up 
o Camper shell 
o Camp in north end to get away from 

crowds 
 Terrain 

o Crawling over rocks 
o Obstacles/ jumping 

 Aerial Activities 
o Helicopter 
o Motorized hang gliders 
o Paragliders 
o Light aircraft (e.g., parasailing)  
o Kite flying 

 Family bonding and socializing with friends, parties 
 Event participation 

o Geocaching 
o Poker runs 

 Riding challenges 
o Trail riding 
o Overlanding  
o Problem solving  
o Race practice 
o Trial testing (vehicle testing) 

 Destination site-seeing, exploration, bird watching, 
botany, hiking (day), geology field trips, astronomy 
(stars!), mountain bikes, horseback riding, enjoy 
flowers and scenery 

 Photography, video 
 Training youth riders through Police Activities League 

(CalPALS) 
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FAVORITE PLACES AND WHY? 

 North of Arroyo Salada for challenging riding in 
notches, hills, and tight canyons 

 Pumpkin Patch 
o Camp here because close to good riding 
o Explore and look for landscape features 
o Walk around 
o Family-oriented destination 
o Unique geological area 
o Opportunity to teach kids something 
o Ride in-and-out (challenging) 

 Shell Reef 
o Hill climbs on motorcycles and quads 
o Training: motorcycles and quads 
o Sightseeing 
o Education 
o Good jumping 
o Lots of hills 
o Good meeting point 

 Devil’s Slide 
o Fun for 4x4 - soft sand makes challenge to get 

up hill 
o Steep hill 
o 2-foot step at top 
o Education 
o Hill climbs on motorcycle 

 The Cove 
o Film sites 
o Technical rock crawling 
o Competitions 

 Gas Domes 
o Less traffic 
o Sightseeing 
o Geothermal/oil exploration 
o Domes/bubbling mudpots 

 Pole Line Road: good family place 
 Artesian Wells 

o Less traffic/crowds;  
o Like to see water 
o Good for wildlife watching 
o Bathroom (full toilet) 
o Ability to access BLM lands  
o Good family area  
o Destination point good for kids because 

appropriate skill level 
o Terrain 
o Tradition - group/local history – used to camp 

as boys  
 Superstition Mountain 
 San Sebastian Marsh 
 Blowsand Hill:  

o prefer weekdays, less crowds, dust 
 Trails 

o Would be nice to have one north-south route 
o Variety of different experiences and difficulty 

levels 
o Availability of rough trails (challenge) 
o Variety of vehicles you can use 
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FAVORITE PLACES AND WHY? (CONTINUED)

 Old Commune 
o Camping  
o Road is graded - easy access 
o Close to playground 
o Centrally located 

 Main Street 
o Easy to meet there/easy to find 
o Solar showers 
o Good access 
o Close to services (e.g., food, gas) 
o Roads well maintained 
o Closest to Blow Sand Hill 

 Holly Road 
o Good access 
o Close to variety of trails 

 Restrooms (need showers) 

 
WHY DO YOU LIKE TO VISIT OCOTILLO WELLS SVRA? 

 Visit site 
o Pre-historical 
o Geology  
o Paleontology 
o Desert 
o Plants blooming 

 Like the weather 
o Quiet 
o Wind 
o Extremes of storm coming through 

 Thunderstorms 
 Witnessing naturally occurring events, such as storms 
 One of most economical family trips/events 

 Increased resource protection is good and should 
continue  

 Easily accessed/centrally located for friends (Yuma, 
Los Angeles, Riverside, El Centro, San Diego) 

 Good management and land use ethic: facilities 
maintained (showers, trails graded) 

 Love coming out for holidays 
o Thanksgiving 
o Halloween 
o Easter 
o New Year’s 
o Especially holidays when weather is cooler 

 Diversity of terrain: challenging trails 
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IMPORTANT ISSUES 
 Hope the SVRA is available for future generations 
 Balance good resource management and provide 

quality semi-primitive motorized recreation experience 
 It is one of few places with an open riding area 

o Few riding or jeeping trail restrictions 
o Would like more area to ride in 

 Scenery and views (views from Blow Sand Hill and 
Devil’s Slide)

Historically an off-road area 
 Management is complying with environmental 

regulations so it should not be at risk of closure 
 Keep open for families 
 Multiple use areas: quiet areas for botanizing; 

resource protection; different types of recreation; 
designated use areas 

 Encourage Land use ethic, ”tread lightly” 
 
 

CONCERNS 

 Overcrowding 
o Prefer not to camp on busy weekends - too 

dangerous for small kids 
o Visitors should be distributed to less visited 

areas 
 Safety 

o There are a number of accidents 
o Young children are unsupervised and unaware 

of environmental/desert hazards 
o Lack of communication (especially with 

children) 
 Don’t want another off-highway vehicle area shut 

down; we need to protect what we have - don’t take 
away access or recreation opportunities; concerned 
about fences going up - don’t close down or restrict 
riding 

 Park management 
o Should have clear boundaries with Anza-

Borrego Desert State Park: people follow rules 
if there are marked trails, signs 

o How will OHMVR division manage the SVRA in 
the future? 

o Pressure from environmental groups may 
influence management and operations 

 Facilities: water, sun protection (shade structures) 
 Air quality: dust 
 Overuse in certain areas leads to erosion and other 

impacts, such as trash, fire 
 Public participation: Want to be involved in the 

process 
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NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

 Conservation 
o Manage natural resources to ensure that 

species are not degraded to point of 
becoming endangered or becoming a species 
of concern 

o Designate some areas for resource protection 
and others for recreation 

o Manage land to avoid habitat fragmentation 
o Protect major features 

 Important for keeping Ocotillo Wells open for OHV 
use 

o Balance environmental and recreation 
concerns: geologic resources should be 
protected, but riding is priority 

o Prefer open riding 
o Concerned about fencing 

 Education 
o Need for more education about natural and 

cultural resources 
o Need more signs that have more information 

on them, explaining about different species 
and why they are important 

o What to watch for and why 
o More family-oriented ranger led walks 
o Educate young people early 
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IMPROVEMENTS

 Facilities 

o Minimum of three RV dump locations 
o More trail markers 
o Install solar showers at existing restrooms 

 Make it bigger  want to expand, we need more 
room for open riding OHV activity 

o Keep it open for OHV activity for future 
generations 

 How to deal with crowds? It is crowded at 
campgrounds 

 Implement a day use fee to thin out crowds; pay fee 
in order to have more amenities 

 Keep the SVRA the way it is 
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ONSITE WORKSHOP AT OCOTILLO WELLS SVRA – FEBRUARY 13, 2010 
 
ACTIVITIES

 Camp 
o Sit by campfire 
o BBQ 
o Make U-shaped camp area to create 

protected area for kids to ride 
o Trailers 

 Ride 
o Dirt bikes 
o Quads 
o Offroad trucks 
o Dune buggies 
o Motorcycles 
o 4WD 
o Sandrails 

 Events 
o Geocaching 
o Cancer fundraiser 
o Fire Department breakfast 

 See wildlife 
 Walk  

 Other activities 
o Eating 
o Bending 
o Being outdoors 
o Building forts 
o Reading 
o Stargazing 
o Backpacking 
o picnicking 
o Watching people ride 
o Night sky programs 
o Interpretive programs 

 Check out wildflowers/botany 
 Relax 
 Get away from the city, many times a year 
 Spend time with family (kids) and friends 
 Trail riding and exploration 
 Observe habitat restoration efforts, Shell Reef, the 

springs, geography 
o Checking out nature 
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WHY DO YOU LIKE TO VISIT OCOTILLO WELLS SVRA? 

 We love the ranger presence - we know we can get 
help when we need it 

 Good enforcement (especially DUIs) 
o Junior Rangers Program 

 Like activities for entire family 
 Visiting different points of interest 
 Roads and trails are well marked 

o Like maintained roads /smooth from highway 
– especially for trailers 

 Love the freedom at Ocotillo Wells SVRA – can do 
what you want as long as it is safe, adrenaline rush 

 Facilities are great (hot showers, restrooms, shade 
structures, fire rings) and easy access to local services 

 Safe environment for family and friends 
 Less crowds and daredevils (compared to other OHV 

areas); friendlier visitors 
 Variety of terrain and size of park; good trails, 

playground for OHV 
 Opportunity to expose kids to nature 
 Peaceful (even though quads) 
 Mountains, scenery 
 Warmer in winter (than Barstow) 

 Points of interest 
o Minerals at Mica Field 
o Mud Pots 
o Geological diversity 
o Pumpkin Patch (nice trail and round rocks) 
o Military wash 
o Camp - The Cove (protected from wind) or 

Crossover Trail (become from north) 
o Shell Reef 
o Devil’s Slide (challenging to ride up) 
o Gas Domes (can see Salton Sea from there) 
o Tectonic Gorge 
o Blow Sand Hill 
o Morton Road and San Felipe Wash for 

camping 
 Get dirty 
 Learn to read maps 
 Different environment 
 Doesn’t cost a lot of money for family and friends 

outing, low-cost gathering place 
 Prefer Ocotillo Wells to Disneyland 
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CONCERNS

 Facilities 
o Trash (need more receptacles especially 

during holiday weekends) 
o New restrooms 
o Rusted BBQ grills – people keep trashing them 
o More showers 
o Electric dryers in bathrooms instead of towels, 

which make a mess 
o Dumpsters at the end of roads 
o Recycling receptacles 
o More shade spread out around the park 
o Sinks in restrooms with hand sanitizers  
o Fire pits 
o Access to water in park 
o Dump station – now that it’s closed, people 

dump in desert 
 Preservation of environmental features: if we don’t 

take care of the park, it won’t be here tomorrow 
o People throw trash in fire pits instead of taking 

it out - should increase the fine 
 people need to be accountable for 

their actions  
o Keep fenced-off areas closed to protect those 

areas 
o Happy to see dune recovery efforts 

 Safety 
o Problems with nail from pallets at camp sites 
o Young kids driving unsafely and too fast, 

cutting through camp, bikes too big, cutting 
out in front of you 

o Seeing more jeeps (recent trend) and trucks, 
they go speeding around and it is becoming 
very dangerous 

o Ocotillo Wells becoming less of an ideal 
place.  You come around a curve and there 
can be a truck coming at you.   Many don’t 
have a whip/flag 

 Enforcement 
o Need better enforcement of high speeds of big 

trucks and keeping on established trails 
o Better signage for riders to stay on established 

trails (properly define “established roads”) 
o Manage campgrounds to keep noise down at 

night 
o Need more staff to enforce on busy weekends 

 Wind blockers at camp sites 
 
 

o Same level of attention paid to paleontology  
 as Anza Borrego Desert State Park  
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CONCERNS (CONTINUED)

 Crowds 
o Other lands closing down so Ocotillo Wells 

gets too crowded 
 Closure of park 

o Will Gas Domes be closed? Too crowded and 
the terrain is worn out 

o If closing areas, need to provide additional 
riding opportunities 

o Closure due to windmills? 
o Will east of Pole Line Road be lost to 

geothermal developers? 
o Closing of areas creates crowding 

 Don’t let it become like Glamis where you have to 
pay, not having fees is good for general public 

 Environmental Impacts: dust and air quality, traffic 
(unlicensed vehicles on State Route 22 a concern for 
cyclists); resource protection; noise 

o Air quality is at point of being unhealthy 

 Destinations are cool for enjoying and exploring and 
outings, BUT overcrowded and poor organization of 
drivers  need more traffic control at these areas  
“road courtesy” on part of riders needed 

o No one-way trails - they are dangerous! 
 Concerns about biology, cultural, and geological 

resources 
 Fencing is a visual disturbance 
 Cultural resources should be interpreted and shared 

with the public 
 Aquifer to be used as a water source - all water 

should be imported from the Imperial Irrigation 
District 
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IMPROVEMENTS

 Keep as much open area as possible (as much open 
riding) 

o Keep it open in 30 years 
o Expand park  
o Need more trails and riding 
o Change east of Pole Line Road from 

“restricted” to “limited” 
 Keep up efforts to keep people safe 

o Better and more road signs 
o Better cell phone coverage 
o Want a camp host with families at Hidden 

Valley Camp 
 Keep it natural: no structures, keep dry camping 
 More hiking trails 
 No fees, maintain free camping 
 Like it as it is 
 More tracks are needed (youth track, motocross) 
 Emergency response: an emergency medical facility 

with greater capacity for serious cases to serve 
Ocotillo Wells SVRA and parts of Anza-Borrego 
Desert State Park 

o Ranger station on north side, so emergency 
responders are closer 

o Holly Road Expressway – emergency access, 
easier transition for riders from one end of 
park to another 

o Call boxes with names/numbers for 
emergency medical response 

 Education 
o Interpretive events are great idea 

 Especially live animals 
 Night animal photos 
 Archaeological programs  

o For cultural resources, let people know what’s 
here so they appreciate it 

o ATV courses should be expanded to 
motorcycles and side by side 

o Guided tours for kids with stops and 
interpretive programs  

o Volunteer desert clean-ups (include kids) 
 Coordination with Anza Borrego Desert State Park 
 Contract with septic service to empty RVs on busy 

weekends 
 Why doesn’t the state use green sticker money to 

acquire property on south side of State Route 78? 
 Maintain main roads better (graded) 
 Website of rules and guidelines for OW visitors; 

create a blog 
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CARLSBAD WORKSHOP – MARCH 10, 2011 
 
ACTIVITIES

 Camping 
 Hanging out with friends 
 Exploring 

 Lots of neat things to see 
 History is amazing 

 North area has technical off-roading + hill climbs 
(features are unique in park) 

 Motorcycle/ATV 
 Spectating/Watching others 
 Palms west of county line can only get to in street-

legal vehicle  
 Can only get to Palms with OHV 
 Cross-country trekking across whole park (getting 

across park in OHV park) 
 Socializing (only see certain friends in OW) 
 North side is close to Mexican food 
 Organized events (TDS, Corva [in North area], clubs)  
 Great place for kids 
 Geocaching 
 Leaving the city 
 Star gazing 
 Thanksgiving 
 Primary draw is off-roading and camping  
 Can only enjoy activities by OHV  
 OHV use 
 Licensed vehicles 
 Dirt biking 
 Camping (away from crowds) 

 Geocaching 
 Target shooting 
 Exploring 
 Sight-seeing 
 Geology 
 Wheeling   
 Notches 
 Camping    
 Family 
 Photography   
 Pets 
 Socializing    
 Teaching kids to ride 
 Networking    
 Teaching kids to drive 
 Kite flying    
 Night runs 
 Eating   
 Geo caching 
 Winching    
 Sunrises 
 Wrenching    
 Sunsets 
 Restrooms    
 Views of Salton Sea 
 Memories    
 Campfires
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ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED)
 Single track    
 Fireworks 
 History    
 Social fireworks 
 Unique terrain 
 Riding 
 Camping 
 Hiking 
 Looking at habitat 
 Weather → nice 
 Experience of place 
 Free resource/experience 
 Less crowded 
 Fundraising 

 Education 
 Spending time with kids 
 Family time 
 Events 
 Views 
 Sunrise/Sunset 
 No cell phone service 
 Not developed 
 Big horn sheep spotting 
 Unique plants not found anywhere else  
 Native American artifacts 
 Geocaching 
 New training area 

 
 
FAVORITE PLACES / WHY

 Exploration 
 The whole area is favorite place 
 All over (diversity of terrain; vehicle able to regroup) 
 Four Palms 

o Unique 
o Vegetation 
o It’s an oasis! 

 Bluffs 
o Canyons/Technical 
o Camping 
o Great views on the Bluffs 
o Easy access 

 Dusty Mountain 
o Gathering point 
o Names change over time; different people call 

places different names 
o Viewpoint, destination, landmark 
o Technical off-roading, Challenging/Extreme 
o View 
o Spectating 

 Street Sign Photos 
 Wheeling 
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FAVORITE PLACES / WHY (CONTINUED)
 Tetherball/Arch 

o Good stopping point/ destination 
o Arch is landmark/neat to see 
o Ride 
o Go fast in washes 
o Rough terrain for obstacles 
o This area has a high density of notches and 

hill climbs 
 Destination Points/Meeting Points are Important 

o Fire hydrant 
o Telephone booth 
o Motorcycle 
o Toilet 

 Anza Ditch/Marina Drive 
o Camping 
o RV access 

 Camping 
 Views 
 Mesas 

o Access to other areas 
o Views 
o Desert pavement 

 Notches 
o Challenges; technical area 
o Spectating 
o Playing 

 North Marina Drive 
o Easy access 
o Crowded 
o Idiocy 
o Noise 

 Anza Ditch 
o Camp 
o Accessible with a motorhome 
o Easy to get into town 
o Traditional meet-up spot 
o Can access with 2-WD 

 Coral Wash 
o Faster riding 
o Gets you too dusty 

 Farther you go, the washes get narrower 
 Harder to access 
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IMPROVEMENTS

 More access 
 Keep it open 

 Separate 4x4s from other OHVs 
 “You build it, they will come” 

 Grading roads would give access to too many people 
 Place for family and camping 
 Roads, ramadas; more people=poor behavior 
 More facilities might help keep area clean 
 OW North for “tread lightly” people 

(rugged/outdoors) 
 Not interested in designated spots with facilities 

 I have kids help clean 
 Keep OW North the way it is 
 GPS tracking of trails 
 What about a designated corridor for OHV through 

ABDSP? To casino and (for non-street-legal vehicles) 
mountains? 

 

 

WHY DO YOU LIKE TO VISIT OCOTILLO WELLS SVRA?

 Camping + Off-Roading 
 Terrain 
 Open access; no designated trails; designed for 

exploring 
 Lack of facilities; like less people 
 Get away, relax 
 OW North less populated 
 Unique terrain and geography 
 Diversity of challenges 
 Feeling of safety; easy to get assistance and get out 
 Minimal regulations 
 Ability to leave crowds 
 Camp security (not as much theft) 
 Would like to have shooting available 

 It’s our property 
 Get out of the city 
 Like being away from the highway 
 Good place to practice 4-WD 
 Good camping areas 
 Underdeveloped/Not over-used terrain is slower and 

turning so you don’t “whoop out” 
 You can’t go fast enough to change the terrain to 

bottom out 
 It’s not OW South 

o Lower speeds/better touring 
o Pre-Historic features and unique resources 
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WHAT DO YOU VALUE AND CARE ABOUT IN OCOTILLO WELLS NORTH?

 Terrain/area 
 Looks like the moon 
 Close to Mariscos 
 Human-made landmarks 
 Lots of open space 
 Unique 
 Wildlife 
 Remoteness 

 Like the way it is 
 Diversity 
 Law enforcement more relaxed; response to type of 

people who use area 
 Camping without crowds (concern) 
 Preserving landmarks and monuments 

 

 

NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

 Palms 
 Give shade 
 Font’s Point explains geology 
 Winds 
 Area changes with the weather 
 Protect landmarks (fire hydrant, etc.) 
 Allow natural erosion to occur 
 Palm trees being burned? (4 Palms) 
 Oasis 
 Fish traps 
 4 Palms Spring sensitive area 
 Sleeping circles 
 Arrow heads 
 Sandstone concretions 
 Calcite deposits 

 Lizards 
 Mouse-type critters 
 Tarantulas 
 Scorpions (South) 
 Birds/Buzzards 
 Bats at sunset 
 Big Horn Sheep scat 
 Petrified wood 
 Paleontological resources 
 Flat-tailed horned lizards 
 Three endemic plant species 
 Ocotillo plant 
 Mesquite 
 Training facilities preserve resources 
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CONCERNS

 Concerned about closures 
 Fences/restricted access 
 Shame to close it down so future generations don’t 

get to enjoy 
 Concern that it will be trail-specific access/specified 

routes 
 Don’t want trails only 
 Concerned that money used to support the area will 

be taken away 
 We’ve seen areas closed; no reason why 
 Overdevelopment 
 Need clear reference points/signage for boundary; 

GPS tracks 
 Concerns over people who do not obey signs 
 GIS layer for hand-held GPS devices 
 Concerned that target shooting won’t come back 
 Facilities will bring crowds (undesirable 

crowds)/parties 
 Facilities south of S-22 only! 
 Don’t make OW North like OW South 

 If Ranger Station, a paved road may make it easier 
for people to come in 

 Need to find a way to communicate an accurate 
boundary to OW North so people can avoid going 
out of bounds 

 Need to know what is being done now 
 Signs have been placed at access points: only foot 

traffic 
 Bathrooms/facilities 
 Management both long term and immediate 
 Overuse 
 Law enforcement 
 Overstretched resources/public safety 
 Clean up from pre-acquisition (trash) 
 Checkerboard of parcels 
 Dust/Air quality/PM10, 25 
 Shrinking riding area 
 Politics 
 OHV access through ABDSP 
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SALTON CITY WORKSHOP – MARCH 10, 2011 
 
ACTIVITIES

 Off-Roading 
 Quads 
 Jeeps 
 Dune buggies 
 Motorcycles 
 Toy trailers 
 Rails (sand) 
 Climbing 
 Camping 
 Hiking 
 Desert plant viewing 
 Landforms 
 Adventures 
 Family time 
 Hanging out with friends 
 Drive sand rails as much as we can 
 More challenging areas – trails, notches 
 Freedom to go where you want; open area 
 Several large events, need land available 
 Exploring wide-open, unrestricted 
 Unique 
 History 

o Phone booth 
o Fire hydrant 

 Jeeps, quads, bikes, side-by-side, ATVs, street vehicles 
 Climbing, in designated areas 
 Camping/RVs 

 Don’t need controlled road 
 Family atmosphere, no charge to use park, has events 
 Events – includes kids 
 Relax 
 Photography 
 Pulling mustard weed 
 Treasure trail 
 Hiking 
 Like to use sand-rail in OW-N, unrestricted 

o “snow-birds” 
 Off-roading 
 Camping 
 Picnic 
 Sight-seeing 
 Wildlife 
 Photography 
 Family activities 
 Family friends 
 Hiking 
 Geocaching 
 Stargazing 
 Off Roading 
 Drinking Beer 
 Camping 
 Bird Watching
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ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED)

 Hiking 
 Let Kids Run Free 
 Photography 
 Geocaching 
 Picnicking 

 Hang Gliding/Ultralights 
 Wildlife Observation – Species Identification 
 Star Gazing 
 Treasure Trails Events 
 Scenery/Open Space 

 
 
FAVORITE PLACES / WHY

 Washes 
o Arroyo  
o Tule 

 signs are overkill 
o Palm 

 Look for reptiles 
 Easy access to all areas 
 Safe 
 Able to cross under 86 
 Scenic 
 Great for quads 

o Grave 
 Different terrain 
 Different colors 

o Wonderstone 
o Travertine (need to protect) 
o Coral 

 Same as Palm 
 Very few people who live nearby have 

trailers provides access 

o Gravel 
o Big  
o Unnamed  
o Off-roading 

 Good birding Anza Ditch 
o Mesa for viewing 

 Bicycle 
 Undeveloped Phone booth 
 Want to go all over 
 Whole park 
 N. Marina Drive 

o Camping areas 
 ALL! 

o Mud hills 
 Landmark destinations 

o Challenging to get to 
o People watching 

 

 

Ocotillo Wells SVRA General Plan Update—Working Paper #1 21Appendix A: Public Workshop Notes



IMPROVEMENTS

 Keep special events 
 Need ability to add trails between grave and big wash 
 Need perimeter trail from end to end of entire park 
 Keep it like it is now, no signs, no trails 
 Toilets by palm trees 
 Leave it as it is 
 Like/need access from N. Marina Drive 

o Main access 
o Closed road probably more impact to 

residents 
 Imperial County is slowest in CA 
 No ramadas turn into fire pits 
 Shelter by toilets 
 Put Kirk in-charge 
 Trash areas 
 Organized cleanups 
 No fees 
 Nice being close to community  
 Keep the government out 

 Keep politicians away 
o Fence by Fresno to keep politicians up north 

 More law enforcement 
 Bathrooms 
 Trash disposal areas – dumpsters 
 Clear more trails 
 No fees for users/no entry fees 
 Less restrictions, within reason 
 No Glamis! – don’t squeeze or charge 
 Don’t close areas 
 Shallow well at dump is a concern – natural spring ½ 

mile 
 Perimeter trail 
 Connect washes 
 To keep it as it is today 
 Trails open – keep the same 
 GPS trails – weather 
 Ability to make new trails 
 Special events 

 

WHY DO YOU LIKE TO VISIT OCOTILLO WELLS SVRA?

 Camping and off-roading 
 Terrain 
 Open access; no designated trails; designed for 

exploring 
 Lack of facilities; less people 

 Get away, relax 
 OW North less populated 
 Unique terrain and geography
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WHY DO YOU LIKE TO VISIT OCOTILLO WELLS SVRA? (CONTINUED)

 Diversity of challenges 
 Feeling of safety; easy to get assistance and get out 
 Minimal regulations 
 Ability to leave crowds 
 Camp security (not as much theft) 
 Would like to have shooting available 
 It’s our property 
 Get out of the city 
 Like being away from the highway 
 Good place to practice 4-WD 
 Good camping areas 
 Underdeveloped/Not over-used  

o Terrain is slower and turning so you don’t 
“whoop out” 

o You can’t go fast enough to change the terrain 
to bottom out 

 It’s not OW South 
o Lower speeds/better touring 
o Pre-Historic features and unique resources 

[highlighted] 
 Can get lost and always find your way back 
 Huge, accessible – great off-roading 
 Close to home 
 Away from home – get away 
 Lots of free camping sites 
 Close to amenities (gas, beer, ice, etc.) 
 Valuable desert habitat 
 Variety of activities 
 Nice weather 
 Close to paramedics 

 Sense of community 
 It is undeveloped 
 Unique terrain 
 Dynamic terrain – always changing 
 Surrounded by mountain and Salton Sea – protects it 

from mobs of people 
 Fewer people than SVRA 
 Easily accessible 
 The area is self-monitored by users. 
 The climate 
 Geocache 
 Special group of users with same values, responsible 

and friendly 
 Does its own habitat recovery – restores itself – due to 

water cycles and wind 
 Multiple use area 
 Supports multiple skill levels  
 No usage fees 
 Can take my dog and let him run around 
 It is a place where you can bond with your family – no 

distractions like T.V. 
 Variety of wheeling – very forgiving – variety (Huge) 

(Unique)(Pretty Wheeling) 
 Have fun all day long/weekend 
 Solitude 
 Beautiful 
 Accessible 
 BO’s Bowl 
 Nice weather 
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WHY DO YOU LIKE TO VISIT OCOTILLO WELLS SVRA? (CONTINUED)

 Fee charges other places 
 Closure of other places 
 “Don’t Mess It Up” 
 No fees 
 More jeep friendly 
 Unexplored 
 Quad friendly 

 Unspoiled 
 Mud riding 
 Primitive – not a lot of campsites + camp anywhere 
 Diverse – Disneyland for off-road 
 Open 
 Without government interference 
 Like it the way it is! 

 
 

WHAT DO YOU VALUE AND CARE ABOUT IN OCOTILLO WELLS NORTH?

 Terrain/area 
 Looks like the moon 
 Close to Mariscos 
 Human-made landmarks 
 Lots of open space 
 Unique 
 Wildlife 
 Remoteness 
 Like the way it is 
 Diversity 
 Law enforcement more relaxed; response to type of 

people who use area 
 Camping without crowds (concern) 
 Preserving landmarks and monuments 
 Fence off fish traps, leave rest alone 
 Park brings people to bus 
 Keeps kids out of trouble 

 Don’t like restriction signs for off-limit areas 
 4-Palm Oasis – don’t like that it was burned 
 Don’t like places with destroyed habitat (all over OW 

North, especially southeast corner) 
 Freedom to off-road 
 Off-roading without breaking equipment 
 Keeping it open (all OW) 
 Friendliness 
 Available for over 50 years – history 
 Very little trash – sense of awareness for most part 
 Beautiful 
 Sense of pride and ownership 
 Can have a real mild or extreme day or photo day 
 Unique in SoCal 
 No development 
 No roads 
 No restrooms
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WHAT DO YOU VALUE AND CARE ABOUT IN OCOTILLO WELLS NORTH? (CONTINUED)

 No restrictions 
 It is a desert experience – can learn about desert and 

how it has evolved; teach kids history, natural history, 
Salton Sea 

 A great classroom for our children 
 Value community outreach process for GP 
 A classroom for teaching ‘Take memories leave 

footprints only’ 
 Limited development 
 Primitive 
 Things on like list 

 Scenic 
 Wildlife 
 Location – easy access from highways close to Salton 

Sea. Not have to walk if physically limited 
 Family atmosphere – slower speeds and safer 

mellower pace 
 Need more safety and more awareness of 

surroundings – rider education 
 

 

 

NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

 Desert Tortoises 
 Fish traps – need signage to help protect 
 Oasis/Palms 
 Ocotillo  
 Cactus 
 Coyotes 
 Gas pomes 
 Rabbits 
 Snakes 
 Fish traps 
 Plants 
 Reptiles/animals 
 Never seen big horn sheep 

 In 8-years only seen lizards 
 Meg R. does not speak for all OHV! 
 Concern about what is going to happen  

o Closures? 
 Concern about financial impact to 

surrounding areas 
 More effort to let community know what is happening 
 E-mail confirm when signing up 
 Treasure trails events look at desert 
 Calcite mines 
 Historical sites: fish traps 
 Huge number of arch. Sites – many left to be 

discovered
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NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES (CONTINUED)

 Species: 
o Burrowing owl 
o Flat-tailed horned lizard 
o Prairie falcon 
o Golden Eagle – many others 

 Plants 
o Woody aster 
o Others 

 Petrified wood 
 Fossil record 
 Finding sea shells 
 Beauty of desert 
 Flowers 
 Teach kids to respect nature and habitat 
 Natural arches 
 Indian face rock 

 Rabbits, lizards, crows, snakes 
 Wind rocks and caves 
 Pumpkin rocks 
 Geology, rock formations, ancient shoreline 
 Indian artifacts 
 Wildflowers 
 Iguanas, fox, coyote, rabbit, hawks 
 Great weather  
 Stay in washes 
 Sight steward – cultural resources 
 Fossils/Petrified wood 
 Flowers/Spiky-things/lizards/kit-fox 
 Rattle snakes/scorpions/bugs 
 Durable 
 Renewable 

 

 

CONCERNS

 Government interference 
 Don’t want “Help” 
 Loss of riding areas 
 Development of the park (want less) 
 Alcohol/safety 
 More land is closed the more kids get into trouble on 

the street 
 Safety for the elderly 
 S22 is too dark – need lights 

 Improve road conditions of S22 
 Raising of vehicle fees 
 Park “people” destroying history 
 Off-roaders are people who use park, other just want 

to shut it down 
o Everybody, all-res. Use park 

 Concerned over OW-N and impacts of decisions on 
park use and surrounding areas 

 Don’t give ABDSP more land
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CONCERNS (CONTINUED)

 Process for deciding left people out 
o Need to be included in future decisions 

 Government interference (taking SVRA $) 
 People doing destructive behavior 
 Need more patrol on weekends 
 Access roads on boundary (all) 
 More trails 
 No charging 
 Vault toilets 
 Main one: Closure and limited access 
 4x4 vs. motorcycles/ATV collusions  
 No single track 

 

 People who live in desert don’t know about meetings 
and they need/want to be involved 

o Need to put up posters at gas stations, 
Travertine, etc. 

 Misappropriation of OHVM Division fees 
 Over-regulation 
 Have community involved with road maintenance and 

keeping them alive 
 Trail management Keep it the same 
 Keep it open 
 Green sticker south of S-22 
 Population explosion 
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. STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS

.

APPENDIX B
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STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEW PARTICIPANTS AND KEY POINTS  
VARIOUS DATES, APRIL 2010 – JULY 2010  
 
STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEW PARTICIPANTS 
 
 

ISSUE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE 

Land Use Planning and Management Caltrans 
Jacob Armstrong 
Leila Ibrahim 

Land Use Planning and Management San Diego County Airports Administration Cynthia Curtis 

Land Use Planning and Management Imperial County Planning Department Angie Havens 

OHV Interests 
Drifters Jeep Club & California Association of 4-

Wheel Drive Clubs  Joe Morrison 

OHV Interests California Off-Road Vehicle Association (CORVA) 
Steve Hewitt 
Rick Fisher 

OHV Interests Tierra Del Sol  Sam Merten 

OHV Interests 
California Association of 4-Wheel Drive Clubs 

(CA4WDC) John Stewart 
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ISSUE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE 

OHV Interests Off-Road Business Association (ORBA) Meg Grossglass 

OHV Interests San Diego Off-Road Coalition  Scott Hillier 

OHV Interests Early Broncos Ltd. Russ Meskell 

OHV Interests S&S Off Road Magazine 
Sherri Kukla 
Steve Kukla 

Public Safety West Shore Ambulance 
Danny Lopez 
Chris Herring 

Public Safety REACH Air Don Wharton 

Public Safety U.S. Border Patrol Eric Ford 

Public Safety 
Calfornia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

(CALFIRE) 
Patrick Walker 

Public Safety 
Calfornia Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

(CALFIRE) 
John Butz 
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ISSUE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE 

Public Safety Salton Community Services District Fire (SCSD Fire) 
Ronald Merton  
Steve Farenbaugh 

Conservation Anza-Borrego Desert Natural History Association  Betsy Knaak 

Conservation California Department of Fish and Game David Lawhead 

Conservation Desert Protective Council Terry Weiner 

Adjacent Communities Resident: Northeast Area of OWSVRA Todd Deshler 

Adjacent Communities Borrego Springs Community Sponsor Group Abbey King 

Social and Civic Organizations/ 
Local Businesses/Volunteers 

Friends of Ocotillo Wells San Diego Off-Road 
Coalition  

Charles Chaney 

Social and Civic Organizations/ 
Local Businesses/Volunteers 

West Shores Chamber of Commerce 
John Kamotis 
LaVon Jaksch 
Imari Kariotis 

Social and Civic Organizations/ 
Local Businesses/Volunteers 

Leapin’ Lizard R.V. Ranch Owner Deborah Traviss 
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ISSUE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE 

Social and Civic Organizations/ 
Local Businesses/Volunteers 

No Affiliation Provided John Buss 

Social and Civic Organizations/ 
Local Businesses/Volunteers 

Desert Ironwoods Resort 
Susan Hipchen 
Bob Hipchen 

Social and Civic Organizations/ 
Local Businesses/Volunteers 

Store Owner Randy Rynearson 

Air Quality San Diego County Air Pollution Control District 
Andy Hamilton 
Gary Hartnett 

Air Quality Imperial County Air Pollution Control District 
Brad Poiriez 
Reyes Romero 
Monica Soucier 

Cultural Resources Native American Heritage Commission Dave Singleton 

Cultural Resources Native American Advocate Carmen Lucas 
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KEY POINTS FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 
 

 
BEST FEATURES 
 

• Holmes Camp, Hidden Valley, and Holly Road are the most popular camping areas 
• Varied terrain (washes, mudhills, high speed areas) allows riders to do a little bit of everything 
• No fees (fees elsewhere pushed people here) 
• No boundary fence 
• Volunteer clean-ups are effective, maybe need one or two more per year for visitors to give back 
• Rules such as no alcohol in camps, no glass bottles, no burning pallets 
• New interpretive programs 
• Hikes for kids would help combat childhood obesity – identify things on foot 
• Places and routes: Gas Domes, Artesian Wells, southeast washes, new oil wells, Superstition Mountain, Placer City, 

Imperial Sand Dunes 
• “Jewel of SVRA system”: variety of equipment; variety of terrain; least managed 
• Family atmosphere – big and safe compared to other areas and offers variety for different interests 
• Destination recreation spot for large geographic areas (San Diego, Riverside, Imperial, LA counties, Phoenix and Las 

Vegas) 
• Easy access – running events for fun, can be used for off-road training 
• Open space and freedom to explore 
• Easier to get permits for events (streamlined process) than at other areas 
• Diverse recreational options 
• Hosted events: San Diego Off-Road Coalition (SDORC) – Lost Lizard; DPR – Roughneck Rendezvous; California Off-Road 

Vehicle Association (CORVA) – Truckhaven; Tierra Del Sol (TDS) – Desert Safari and Robbie Runner event 
• Improved safety conditions with new management (as opposed to before it was an SVRA) 
• Wonderful historic and natural features need to be protected: Pumpkin Patch  
• Good roads that are marked 
• Have seen a lot of improvements (info desk, public safety) 
• Facilities: showers, toilets 
• People want “wide open, get away from it all” experience 
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CONCERNS 
 

• Ocotillo Wells SVRA is becoming less attractive because of intrusiveness (fencing, closed off areas) 
• Too many signs 
• Will SVRA be closed eventually? 
• Ocotillo Wells is public land and the public has a right to enjoy those lands 
• Green sticker funds are intended for SVRAs – keep them open! 
• Keep OW free and open: fences and fees will restrict access.  
• OHV park should be mostly about riding and enjoyment  
• Will environmental conservation be used as basis for loss of riding opportunities? 
• Plan will be influenced by those who do not visit the area and do not ride OHVs 
• Peculiar that there is no entry fee, could OW hire more people with a fee? More people come to OW because other areas 

charge; there are impacts on OW because it is free 
• Riders cross into Anza-Borrego Desert State Park from The Cove and don’t realize they are in park. Additional signage 

and/or boundary identifiers are needed  
• Need facility for disposing of RV waste - what is being done about it? 
• Need to expand OW 

o People will come to OW if other OHV areas are closed 
• Need “Mapping” - process for naming and identifying trails and areas (wayfinding) 
• Acknowledge that this is a SVRA, not a conservation area, use conservation as needed, but not more than needed 
• Major weekend issues: bathroom use, trash, better ingress/egress, traffic circulation considerations, everybody goes to 

OW because other areas closed 
 
AIR QUALITY 
 

• Would watering be effective in controlling dust? 
• Dry season self-regulates dust because there is little use in the summer dry season, when the SVRA is more prone to dust 
• Can downwind air quality impacts be characterized (especially for events)?  
• Thought put into limiting number of riders when air quality conditions are poor? 
• Number of visitors increase on weekends…how does increased dust impact visitors and the county as a whole? 

Ocotillo Wells SVRA General Plan Update—Working Paper #1 7Appendix B: Stakeholder Interviews



o AQ impacts increase in the fall when the number of visitors increase 
• Days where you can’t see very far ahead of you 

• Near Blu Inn and Tarantula Wash there are more dust problems 
• Acknowledge the role of wind in dust generation 
• When thinking about EIR, think about dust because people living here don’t want air quality degraded  

o Borrego Springs gets dust on busy weekends 
• Rider concern: ability of environmental groups to go after SVRA because of dust 
• Dust – huge concern 

o Consider options to keep it from getting more dusty 
o What is happening to soils? 
o How to mitigate dust? 
o Topsoil already disturbed 

 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
 
• How will impacts and mitigation be assessed under CEQA? 

o Set aside preserve areas to compensate 
• Important to buffer impacts to Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
• What sensitive biological resources occur within the SVRA? 
• Anza Borrego Desert State Park is 677,000 acres and protects many of same species that are present in Ocotillo Wells SVRA, 

so is there a process for mitigating the same species at Anza Borrego Desert State Park instead of Ocotillo Wells SVRA?  
• Don’t close natural resource areas in Ocotillo Wells SVRA to riding  
• Protect and buffer water sources - avoid riding through or camping nearby 
• Impacts to habitats require some level of mitigation 

o Potential for setting aside conservation areas (minimal to no road crossings to assure reduction of direct impact 
and noise and dust) in design 

• As visitor numbers increase, more pressure on resources, more potential for impact 
• Consider destination trail to camping areas – (limited riding for sensitive areas) 
• Important to enforce designated trails only 

o Riders need training 
• Interpretation as valuable tool for educating public 
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o Explain why areas are closed 
• Dust issue /air pollution? What to do, and how does it affect habitats? 
• Resources should be protected as well as recreational opportunities 

• Greatly concerned with impacts to cultural and biological resources 
o Would like to see no further degradation, and steps for restoration 

• Flat-tail horned lizard  
o Some of only habitat left in Imperial County (some in Ocotillo Wells SVRA) 
o Protect good, occupied habitat from vehicles 

• We need to be collaborative to address these issues.  We need to share information and combine recreation with 
interpretation 

• In planning process, identify areas to set aside for special areas/habitats (e.g. Pumpkin Patch and Bureau of Land 
Management lands south of Highway 78) 

• How will water quality be assessed within the SVRA? Explain monitoring programs/protocols/thresholds early 
 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
 
• Don’t protect cultural resources on-site at Ocotillo Wells SVRA, do it at Anza Borrego Desert State Park instead since it is 

adjacent 
• Will we lose more riding area to protection of natural and cultural resources? 
• How are cultural resources at Ocotillo Wells SVRA being impacted by recreational uses? 

o Are unknown sacred sites and burial grounds being disrupted by recreation use? 
• How are cultural resources being protected? 

o General sites? 
o Burial sites? 
o Need aggressive protection 

• Need different types of management for different types of cultural resources 
• Tap into each tribe’s unique perspective and history to enhance education and interpretation 
• Consider using tribal stewardship program where tribal steward is trained to monitor cultural resource sites 
• SVRA management staff needs to understand importance of cultural resource issues to tribal members 
• Get input from tribal representatives regarding whether or not the location of cultural resources should be identified 
• Consider Anza Borrego Desert State Parks cultural preserves system when planning for cultural resources management at 

Ocotillo Wells SVRA 
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• Should some areas with cultural resources be closed to riding? 
• Concern over theft and vandalism of cultural resources and potential grave disturbance 
• There are sites within Ocotillo Wells SVRA that should be nominated for National Register status 
• There are cremation sites within Ocotillo Wells SVRA that must be dealt with.  Ocotillo Wells was jointly used by a 

number of different tribes.   
• Many cultural resources have been destroyed or removed from Ocotillo Wells 
• There will be cultural resources impacts within Ocotillo Wells related to geothermal, wind, and mineral exploration.  

California State Parks and Bureau of Land Management must address this 
• Fencing for cultural resources protection in Ocotillo Wells SVRA has proven effective.  There has been little damage 

or disrespect 
• Areas should be developed for adventure while placing others off limits to recreation in order to preserve natural 

and cultural resources 
• Native American stories should be shared through interpretive story telling 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

• Humans need freedom to get out into open areas without feeling overregulated 
• Balance need for enforcement/regulation with visitors’ desire for freedom to ride freely 

o Rangers shouldn’t be overbearing 
o Rangers should not interfere if visitors are not violating rules 

• Freedom is important to OW visitors, enforcement shouldn’t impinge on feeling of freedom at OW 
• Education regarding riding and safety and rules needed 
• Shell Reef has a concentration of accidents (twice as many accidents as in other areas) 
• Kids hang out around Main Street and Holmes Camp and Hidden Valley 

o Because popular camping areas – need to keep kids safe and ensure responsible riding in vicinity 
• Lack of supervision for children is sometimes an issue, parents need to take more responsibility 

o Enforce existing rules 
 children must be accompanied by adult  
 permitting for young children 
 safety course 

• Mandatory training for kids/greater enforcement check points 
• Riding between Superstition and Blu Inn is a concern 
• Concern over injuries, especially with children – know much is being done and not sure what more could be done 
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• Minimize accidents – outreach by OHV groups for safety training, etc. 
• Need to educate about the safety of pallets and nails 
• Single riders are worst accidents, usually due to excessive speed 
• More staff to write tickets for unsafe riding 

o Even just presence of rangers helps slow people down 
• Medical incident creates distraction from rangers being able to handle enforcement issue 
• Drunk driving takes rangers away from enforcement because must travel with intoxicated driver 
• Need to address emergency access to airport for airlifts 
• Communications tower – to help locate people with call box 
• Create emergency access road on west side of SVRA 

o On west side of Pumpkin Patch Road — north fork of Arroyo Salada and over to Holly Road 
 

LAND USE 
 

• Address carrying capacity 
o What could land sustain? 
o How much energy does it take to manage park? 
o Consider establishing entry fee and maximum number of visitors on weekends 

 Evaluate impacts of pulling public safety staff from other back country locations to staff high visitation 
periods 

• BLM Land 
o According to MOU only designated routes are to be used; is it going to be enforced? 
o Need clearly marked boundaries for designated routes and open areas 

• Streamline event process  Don’t want hypersensitivity to cultural resources 
• Events affect roads/traffic 

o How to handle showers, restrooms – overloading services? 
• The vast open spaces of Ocotillo Wells are a very important part of the experience.  It is very valuable and 

should not be compromised 
• Disperse users throughout park (one graded road for large vehicles) – i.e. improve south camping areas to encourage use 

there 
• Riders love destination routes – add more destination points and events to disperse users/families into other areas 
• OW Airport  
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o Within the SVRA 
o An OWSVRA trail may infringe on airport land  
o Ensure compatibility between ALUCP (Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan) and SVRA land use 

 
CIRCULATION 
 

• Establish easy access from highways (turn lanes) ingress/egress at major camping areas 
• Maintain OHV access from nearby homes to the SVRA 

o Last, best place to own a home adjacent to unfenced OHV open areas 
• Markings on roads need to be better so people don’t get lost – signs disappear after severe weather events 

o Easy to get lost when new washes created 
• State Route 78 is a high speed roadway and Recreational Vehicle (RV) turn offs create problems, especially when visibility 

is compromised by dust 
o There are potential needs for turn pockets 
o In traffic impact analysis, look at seasonal peak traffic 
o How many vehicles are entering the SVRA from State Route 78 and State Route 76? 

• OHVs crossing State Route 22 and 86 is dangerous 
• People riding on shoulders is dangerous 
• OHVs and RVs cross the highway and cause accidents 
• May need to have traffic control plan for special events 

o Caution signs or changeable message signs during peak weekends to warn about slower traffic, RVs, etc 
• Need to control informal riding along highway 
• People park on private properties outside the SVRA during big events 

 
ADJACENT COMMUNITIES 
 
• Continued viability as SVRA is important to Imperial County (important for local economy and merchants) 

o Plan should consider broadening economic benefit 
• Explore partnerships with local organizations, such as Friends of the Library – opportunities to improve basic community 

services for the town of Ocotillo Wells 
• Developments and facilities along State Route 22 could impact adjacent communities because of increased visitation and 

traffic  
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• Some local residents do not consider dust, noise, trespassing or irresponsible riders to be an issue 
 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 
• Acquire more land 

o Look at private property south of State Route 78 
• Ocotillo Wells SVRA doesn’t necessarily need improvements because people go out for rustic/outdoor/natural experience 
• Any improvements should benefit OHV riding experience and funds should be devoted to this (don’t forget the purpose of the 

SVRA)  
• Good improvements that have been made include restrooms, shade ramadas, and picnic tables 
• Bring the dump station back 
• Foster cooperation between the SVRA and Anza Borrego Desert State Park – tours, explain mission, interpretation, cooperation 
• More interpretation programs 
• Washes go into Anza-Borrego Desert State Park – so easy to cross in without realizing it 
• Need for better signage 
• Need to allow group activities 
• Grading/maintenance needed on Crossover Trail  
• Establish different north/south corridor, don’t grade because would ruin 
• Camping areas access for RVs – grade periodically to improve access  

o Holly Road – road from State Route 22 into bathroom area not adequately maintained 
• Second ranger station in north side of SVRA – off of State Route 22 
• Make beginner’s 4-wheel drive training area/obstacle course on north side 
• More bathrooms (on north side) – near heavy camping areas  
• Create primitive camp areas – ride-in camping for tent camping: with a pit toilet, fire ring, tent camping only 

o Remote feeling removed from popular areas 
• Create RV/trailer camping close to State Route 22 – Holly Road camp area too far from State Route 22, people get stuck 

when it rains 
• Involve organizations in obtaining additional funding for emergency responders and law enforcement on big weekends 
• More facilities in northeast side (Holly Road) 

o Ranger station (helps with response time) 
• Training track in northeast side for visitors in Salton City area 
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• Consider creating a maintained diagonal road that connects State Route 78 to State Route 86 
• Want green sticker access to connect homes in Salton City 
• Make sure SVRA trails are connected to adjacent riding opportunities 
 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 
• More collaboration with local Community Planning Groups on interpretive programs, collaborate so community sees benefits, 

opportunities for economic increase and tourism 
• Opportunity for SVRA to become part of larger community with staff, budget and know-how 

o Emphasize education for kids in community 
o Consider internships for local community 

• Consider partnership with Anza Borrego Foundation and Institute (ABFI) 
• Communication between Salton City and SVRA to help publicize the SVRA 
• Opportunities for concessions that don’t compete with local businesses 
 
INTERPRETATION & EDUCATION 
 
• If areas are closed explain why through education and interpretation 
• Interpretive exhibits should include rider education and safety training with staff other than naturalists and biologists 

o Invite famous riders 
• Geocaching can be used to guide people where you want them to go 
• Emphasis on family is good – should be continued 
• Emphasis on education and protection 
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OCOTILLO WELLS NORTH STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEW PARTICIPANTS  
AND KEY POINTS  
VARIOUS DATES, MAY 2011 
    
STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEW PARTICIPANTS 
 

ISSUE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE 

Public Safety 

California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (CALFIRE) Patrick Walker 

Public Safety 
California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (CALFIRE) Jeffrey Foy 

Public Safety 
California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (CALFIRE) Chris Barco 

Public Safety 
California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (CALFIRE) Ron Merton 

Public Safety 
California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (CALFIRE) Dave Teter 

Public Safety 
California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection (CALFIRE) Walt Holloway 

Adjacent Communities Community Member Todd Deshler 
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ISSUE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE 

Land Use Planning and Management Imperial County Board of Supervisors Gary Wyatt 

Land Use Planning and Management Imperial County Planning Department Angelina Havens 

Land Use Planning and Management Imperial County Planning Department Sean Moore 

Public Safety REACH Air Medical Don Wharton 

Land Use Planning and Management California State Parks Tina Robinson 

Land Use Planning and Management California State Parks Kirk Shea 

Land Use Planning and Management California State Parks Norb Ruhmke 

Adjacent Communities Torres Martinez Tribe Roland Ferrer 

OHV Interests Treasure Trails Shawna Dungey 
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ISSUE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE 

OHV Interests Treasure Trails Jan Gilson 

OHV Interests Treasure Trails Sue Hall 

Public Safety United States Border Patrol Nancy Weber 

Public Safety West Shore Ambulance Chris Herring 
 

KEY POINTS FROM STAKEHOLDER INTERVIEWS 

BEST FEATURES 
• Terrain, diversity of geology 
• Ability to develop appreciation for the desert 
• Family recreation 
• Sense of freedom 
• Community atmosphere 
• Open access 
• Clay hills in back sections 
• Notches 
• Mud Arches 
• Series of steep smooth hills that parallel the highway near Palm Wash  
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• Area is big enough to feel lost but not in danger 
• Good area for novices 
• OW North is good for business 
• Fish traps  

CONCERNS 
• Permitting requirements for special events, would like renewable permits and pre-approved routes 
• Don’t want closed areas 
• Illegal dumping off 86 East at the County line is a problem 
• Don’t want too much planning 
• Don’t want dune buggies 
• Keeping area free access with no cost and no gates 
• Preserve open area and open feel 
• Don’t want trail mapping or regulation 
• Need to define designated vs. marked trails 
• Rain and erosion causing trail destruction 
• Want to keep planning lean so park won’t be a target for budget cuts 
• Right to use public land freely is endangered 
• Traffic impacts 
• Abandoned vehicles from trafficking in persons and drugs 
• Recognition and protection of cultural artifacts 

AIR QUALITY 
• Regulations keep getting stricter 
• Dust is a normal thing in the desert 
• Stricter regulations will kill off-roading 
• Grading on San Diego County side of the dry lake by the Marines makes a lot of dust, but paved facilities are available on 

other side of lake which makes grading on the other side unnecessary if Marines could move to paved side 
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• Impacts of OHV on air quality  

NATURAL RESOURCES 

• Some disturbed areas are protected, and some undisturbed areas that should be protected are not 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

• Need to recognize Native American cremation sites 
• Travertine Point is sacred to Native Americans in the vicinity 
• Need to protect cultural resources from OHV activity 
• Need a plan that is implemented for resource protection 
• Would like some trails to be rerouted around resources because signs and fencing are not sufficient and/or not durable 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

• Tickets must be appealed through federal court, not local court—too hard 
• Need more emergency staff available as popularity of site grows 
• Need to coordinate law enforcement planning 
• Illegal events and illegal boarding of RVs on vacant lots in surrounding towns 
• Drug smuggling is a problem 
• There are jurisdictional rules that make it hard to pursue law-breakers 
• Visibility (dust) and high winds can make it difficult for safety responders to access the injured 

LAND USE 

• Some areas that were already disturbed became off limits when lines were drawn for the Desert Protection Act I 
• Want public lands to be open and usable 
• Want buffer between residential area and OHV use areas because there may be future conflicts 
• Events that need permits are being held without the necessary permits 
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• Concerns about illegal mobile homes and squatting, especially near golf course 
• Considering allowing camping on residential lots, which is currently illegal 
• People flying Ultralight planes are using Salton City streets-this is a problem 

CIRCULATION 

• Don’t break new trails 
• How to make limits so that the area is still open but new and unnecessary trails aren’t broken 
• Need people to stick to designated routes on BLM land 
• Palm Coral and Grave Wash should be trails only 
• Best method to cross Highway 86 is a wash under the highway 
• Important to access washes for exploring and to increase elevation, and hard to damage them 

ADJACENT COMMUNITIES 

• Need better Native American outreach 
• Want to have Tribal seniors involved and kept current with information on the decision-making process. 

IMPROVEMENTS 

• Safety and warning signs for road crossings 
• Add a turnaround at Tectonic Gorge near the TV tower 
• Add a dumpster  
• Add a vault toilet  
• Allow more special events, including motorcycle races 
• Improve S-22 
• Add Border Patrol backup along Highway 86 
• Use berms or buffers to mitigate noise between residential and recreational areas 
• Want vendor areas established 
• Add solar-powered emergency phone boxes or beacons in strategic locations to improve public safety 
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• Need better rescue vehicles for State Parks, but state procurement makes it very hard to get the best vehicles for the job 
• Mark Pole Line Road with numbered markers 
• Create a unified incident command post to allow for incident coordination between counties, BLM, state parks, etc. 
• Want more rangers 
• Want a repeater just for OW SVRA 
• Want MOU for all public safety providers 
• Put up general signs about importance of cultural resources but that do not identify sites 

OPPORTUNITIES 

• Trade offs for making already disturbed land open to off-road use and conservation of undisturbed lands 
• Motorcycle racing and events that make economic contributions to the surrounding communities 

INTERPRETATION AND EDUCATION 

• Special activities can allow people to become familiar with and appreciate the desert landscape 
• Put up general signs about importance of cultural resources but that do not identify sites 
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APPENDIX C

. VISITOR SURVEY AND 
ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES

.
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Q U E S T I O N  1

Where do you live?
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Q U E S T I O N  3

Why do you like visiting 
Ocotillo Wells SVRA?
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Q U E S T I O N  4

Are there things about  
Ocotillo Wells SVRA that  

you don’t like?
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Q U E S T I O N  5

When you come to  
Ocotillo Wells SVRA what 

activites do you take part in?
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Salton City

SAN DIEGO COUNTY IMPERIAL COUNTY
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What are your favorite 
places and routes at Ocotillo 

Wells SVRA?

Q U E S T I O N  6
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Do you generally feel safe in 
Ocotillo Wells SVRA?
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Q U E S T I O N  7 B

If no, what makes  
you feel unsafe?
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Q U E S T I O N  8

Thinking about Ocotillo Wells SVRA 
and what it means to you, what do 

you value and care about?
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Q U E S T I O N  9 A

What could be improved at 
Ocotillo Wells SVRA, and why?
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Q U E S T I O N  9 B

If you would like to see additional facilities 

in Ocotillo Wells North, please indicate the 

types of facilities you’d like to see.

Percent
0% 40%30%20%10%

19

18

244

11

13

87

51

20

39

22

Camping Areas

Information/Maps

Nothing

Ranger Station

Restrooms

RV Dump Station

Shelter

Signage

Trash/Recycling

Water Facilities

C O M B I N E D  R E S P O N S E S

# 
of

 R
es

po
ns

es



Ocotillo Wells SVRA General Plan Update—Working Paper #1 13Appendix C: Visitor Survey and Online Questionnaire Responses

Q U E S T I O N  1 0

What concerns do you have 
about Ocotillo Wells SVRA?
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Q U E S T I O N  1 1

Are you aware of any issues related 
to natural or cultural resources at 

Ocotillo Wells SVRA?
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Q U E S T I O N  1 2

Why do you sometimes  
choose to visit this recreation 
area instead of other areas?
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Q U E S T I O N  1 3

What have you and your kids 
learned through your visits to 

Ocotillo Wells SVRA?
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Q U E S T I O N  1 4

Is there something important 
about Ocotillo Wells SVRA  
that we haven’t discussed?
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

From Edward Stovin, San Diego Off-Road Coalition and California Off-Road Vehicle Association 

Includes a representative sample of additional comments, and is not all inclusive of the comments recieved.

The high recreational resource value of Ocotillo Wells comes both from the wonderful topography in the park 
as well as he dedicated work of the park staff to maintain a first class recreational destination. I hope these 
comments can help Ocotillo Wells SVRA create a general plan that will preserve motorized recreation and the 
natural environment. 

There are private holdings on the north, south and east sides of OWSVRA which contains terrain that is of high 
quality for motorized recreation. The Ocotillo Wells Plan must guide the OWSVRA to develop a procedure to 
bring this land into the park, should it come up for sale or become available for donation.  

The Ocotillo Wells Plan must include language that directs the park to designate more routes in this area 
between Pole Line Road and Highway 86.  

OWSVRA must act to minimize a variety of threats to motorized recreation. This would include, but are not 
limited to: renewable energy generation, endangered species designations, and archaeological findings. 
Additionally, the park must protect the maximum amount of motorized recreation possible when managing 
archeological resources within the park. 

The park's first priority is to provide maximum motorized off-road vehicle opportunity. This state park is not a 
place to make wind, solar, geothermal or other types of energy, renewable or not. Efforts to bring energy 
generation to Ocotillo Wells must be opposed. If such projects cannot be opposed, their impact to recreation 
must be minimized as much as possible and mitigation in the form of suitable land for motorized recreation must 
be provided to the off-road community at a cost entirely carried entirely by the entity bringing the project.  

The park should participate in any public process that attempts to list any species that lives in the park as 
endangered or threatened. The Plan must recommend that solutions other than restriction to recreation be 
studied and exhausted regarding any species of concern before any restrictions of recreation be agreed upon 
or recommended by Ocotillo Wells SVRA. 

E-1
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The Ocotillo Wells Plan must include language that states that the park will protect the maximum amount of 
motorized recreation possible when managing archeological resources within the park. 

While off-road opportunities abound in the park, some users enjoy riding motocross on a closed course. 
OWSVRA should include a pay for use groomed motocross track for motocross practice and racing.  

OWSVRA should study the possibility of constructing a dedicated special event area. Such an area could be 
used to host off-road vehicle events such as poker or fun runs, concerts, rallies, or other permitted events. 

There is a growing need to have a safe and quick way for Ocotillo Wells SVRA staff to cross the park to reach 
the north side (near S22) for safety, law enforcement or other issues. Construction of such a route must be 
made to have the least effect on motorized recreation and on the environment. I would like to suggest a route 
that uses as much existing wash as possible. Take the Shell Reef Expressway to Bank Wash north. From there a 
way may be found, and/or improved, to connect to the North Fork Arroyo Salada Wash to Holly Road or the 
Arroyo Salada Wash followed by a reasonable way to Holly Road. The way north from the Bank Wash area may 
skirt the border of Anza Borrego Desert State Park. Ocotillo Wells SVRA may want to consult with ABDSP about a 
route in this area.  

The role of law enforcement in OWSVRA should continue to prioritize education over enforcement whenever 
possible. I hope that their role in park management can continue as it has in the past.  

OWSVRA should oppose charging fees to enter or operate a vehicle within its boundary. There is sufficient 
money from green/red sticker fees and fuel taxes to cover operating costs of the park. The collection of fees in 
other areas has proven to be extremely inefficient.  

From Don Emde, Adriano Feit, Jose Medellin, and Chris Theis, Park Visitors 

This plan needs to strive to provide additional acreage and the highest quality experience possible.  
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Park Expansion Process ‐ A process needs to be put in place for expanding the park on adjacent lands. There 
are several areas where this park could expand and/or acquire land within the park. 
Additional Trails - A process needs to be put in place to add more preferred routes of travel to the park, 
especially in the eastern portion. That process should include the ability to add them to the official park map. 

Vendor Permit System ‐ We need to have a vendor permit system put in. Many other OHV areas have permitted 
vendors at their recreation areas to fulfill the needs of the park visitors. 

4x4 Training Area - We need a 4x4 training area at the park for Tread Lightly training and similar type programs. 

Event Venue Area ‐ We need an event venue area in both the north and south portions of the park. It would be 
nice to have a place to stage events and intrude on visitors to the park that are not participating in the event. 

Ranger Station in the North ‐ We need an additional Ranger Station in the northern section of the park possibly 
close to Holly Rd. 

New North-South Trail ‐ We need a new trail that runs north-south through the park - one that can 
accommodate inexperienced riders and even possibly emergency vehicles. We do not want either Pumpkin 
Patch Trail or Cross Over trail to be bladed!!! 

From Meg Grossglass, Off-Road Business Association, Inc. 

I am writing on behalf of the Off-Road Business Association (ORBA) a national non-profit trade association 
representing all aspects of the motorized recreation industry - from OEM manufacturers to aftermarket suppliers 
and distributors, and local retailers across the United States. 

Park Expansion Process - A process needs to be put in place for expanding the park on adjacent lands. There 
are several areas where this park could expand and/or acquire land within the park. 

• The park needs to look at acquiring land south of Highway 78 where OHV use has traditionally occurred. 
Many of these parcels have been bought by private persons and fenced. This has been the source of 
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many challenges for the private property owners who were not aware of the traditional use of their newly 
owned land. 

• A process needs to be put in place for private in holdings to be purchased and added to the park.
• A process need to be put in place to look at the possibility of acquiring the BLM lands east of Pole Line 

Road and incorporating them into the park. Once they are added to the park we need to identify 
preferred routes of travel and add them to our map. 

• If it is not feasible to acquire the BLM lands east of Pole Line Road then we need the ability to designate 
new trails in that area. Right now use in the park is concentrated in the western portion. If we were to 
designate more trails on the BLM lands (in the east) and put them on the map it would spread out the 
usage of the park. I suspect the whole health of the park will improve if the use were spread out more 
evenly. 

• The park needs to look at expanding east of Highway 86. This is another area where OHV use has 
traditionally occurred. 

Vendor Permit System - We need to have a vendor permit system put in place to serve the needs of the park 
users. Examples of vendors that are allowed in other OHV areas are: 

• Food Vendors 
• T-shirt Vendors 
• OHV Parts & Service Vendors 
• OHV Rental 
• Trailer Rental 

This is a source of income for the park that we are currently losing out on. Currently some of these services are 
occurring on land south of Highway 78 on land not owned by CA State Parks. Not only are we losing out on the 
income, we are not able to regulate what occurs within the park by forcing these vendors onto private land. 

Event Venue Area - We need an event venue area in both the north and south portions of the park. I believe 
one has been started with the opening of the new discovery center in the south. It would be nice to have a 
place to stage events and not take up or intrude on campers. 
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North - South Trail for Emergency Vehicles - We need a new trail that runs north-south through the park, one that 
can accommodate emergency vehicles. We do not want either Pumpkin Patch Trail or Cross over trail to be 
bladed!!! Perhaps a new trail east of Cross Over Trail coming off the northern most section of Cahuilla Trail? 
Perhaps extend Holly Road southward through the park? 

New Interpretive Signs - Develop and install interpretive signs at the Gas Domes and Artesian Well similar to the 
ones currently at Pumpkin Patch and Shell Reef. 

4x4 Training Area - We need a 4x4 training area at the park for Tread Lightly training and similar type programs. 

Motocross Track- We would like the general plan to explore the possibility of having amotocross track in the 
park. It doesn't need to be a traditional motocross track maybe more of a Vet/Gran Prix style track, suitable for 
all ability levels. Another option could be to have several different tracks for different ability levels and size and 
type of OHV's. 

Ranger Station in the North - We need an additional Ranger Station in the northern section of the park possibly 
close to Holly Rd. 

This General Plan Update is meant to fulfill the needs of the visitors of this area for many years to come. It is 
important to us that this plan looks into the future and sees that there are many other land management 
agencies that are restricting and reducing the amount of area available for OHV recreation. This plan needs to 
take that fact into account and strive to provide additional acreage and the highest quality experience 
possible. 

From Tom Lemmon, Ocotillo Wells Resident 

SVRA Access from the South
During even moderate use periods there are significant numbers of unlicensed and unauthorized ORVs crossing 
Highway 78 at often random points. Highway 78 is used regularly by commercial tractor/trailer units traveling at 
speeds in excess of 50 mph. Large motor homes, many towing ORV trailers, travel along the Highway at widely 
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