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“This is truly of tremendous importance. 
Any understanding of such a syndrome must vastly broaden our 
understanding of human nature in general... 
I know of no other syndrome of comparable interest.”

A.R. Louriia – O. Sacks (1977)



L. Brouillet, Une Leçon Clinique à la Salpêtrière (1887)



• Itard (1825), Gilles de la Tourette (1885) et la Marquise de D….
• La ‘maladie des tics’ 



Tics are only passing…



• A. Single or multiple motor and/or vocal tics.
• B. The tics have been present for less than 1 year since first tic onset.
• C. Onset is before age 18 years.
• D. The disturbance is not attributable to the physiological effects of a substance (e.g., 

cocaine) or another medical condition (e.g., Huntington’s disease, postviral 
encephalitis).

• E. Criteria have never been met for Tourette’s disorder or persistent (chronic) motor or 
vocal tic disorder.

• Specifiers:
• The “motor tics only” or “vocal tics only” specifier is only required for persistent 

(chronic) motor or vocal tic disorder.

Provisional Tic Disorder 307.21 (F95.0)





Tics are invisible…



Diagnostic delays and auto-diagnosis



Diagnostic delays and auto-diagnosis



• Ophthalmological (conjunctivitis or
dry eye syndrome)

• Otolaryngological (allergy)
• Gastroesophageal reflux
• Stuttering

Somatic conditions 



TS is a benign disease
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Tics are simple to recognize





Semiologic overlap



Semiologic overlap





TS explains everything
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TS=behavioural problems



Tics are “functional”





• Psychological / pedagocic
• Organic: stress, divorce, infections, genes…

Causes, triggers and parental guilt



TS=coprolalia



A discussion about what Tourette Syndrome is 
neurologically, what coprolalia is and is not, 
and why tics are not chosen, intentional, or 
reflective of belief. At the same time, we 
acknowledge the real impact that certain 
words can have.

video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jGDIapA2GEo








Functional tic-like behaviours (FTLB)



Functional tic-like behaviours (FTLBs)

Video 1 Video 2

https://www.tiktok.com/@baylen.dupree/video/7044979857004219695?is_from_webapp=1&sender_device=pc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M59JDLlmFWY


Download:

open

https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/6970c75a40725befe8d31af0/69b67f4058c9c44d221f6f69_Criteria%20for%20clinical%20diagnosis%20of%20FTLBs_ESSTS_2022.pdf


To “T” or not to “T”?

ESSTS Conference, Hannover 2019





KEEP
CALM

IT’S ONLY TOURETTE

IT’S NOT CONTAGIOUS

YOUR IGNORANCE IS



Thank you for your 
attention!
andreas.hartmann@aphp.fr




