

 Eggleston Parish Council

Child Safeguarding Policy
Eggleston Parish Council owns and maintains the village green and Eggleston Community Recreation Area. These land assets are open to the public, including children, at all times. The Parish Council has public liability insurance but people use the facilities at their own risk. Parents and carers are expected to supervise their children at all times. 










Introduction:
The members of Eggleston Parish Council are committed to ensuring that all those associated with the parish have positive enjoyable experiences.  Consequently, we will take all reasonable steps to ensure the young people who use our outdoor facilities are kept free from harm. 

 The Council aims to do this by ensuring that:
· Everyone is treated with respect
· Wherever possible our outdoor spaces provide a safe and secure environment for young people to enjoy recreation 
· Adults employed by the Parish Council to work with young people are checked and cleared through the Disclosure and Barring service (DBS).  
· Opportunities exist for young people and parents/primary carers to talk to us about any concerns they may have
· Young people and parents/primary carers feel comfortable and confident enough to discuss attitudes and behaviours they do not like
· Adults associated with Eggleston Parish Council will take appropriate action when young people or parents/primary carers express concern about abuse

The members of Eggleston Parish Council should be conversant the following issues associated with child abuse as laid out in Appendices 1, 2 and 3
· Types of child abuse – Appendix 1
· Possible signs of abuse – Appendix 2
· Advice about initial disclosures deriving from young people – Appendix 3

Procedures
These procedures inform staff, elected members and volunteers of what actions they should take if they have concerns or encounter a case of alleged or suspected child abuse.

Responding To Concerns and Allegations:
It is the duty of any member, or council employee or volunteer to report any concerns about a child being subject to abuse, receiving a disclosure or being aware of Members, or colleagues behaving in an inappropriate manner. All reports should be treated as confidential and with respect to the person raising the concern regardless of the outcome.

In general, there are 3 situations that staff, elected members and volunteers may need to respond to a concern or case of alleged or suspected abuse:
· Responding to a child or young person disclosing abuse, i.e. they make an allegation of abuse.
· Responding to allegations or concerns about a member of staff, elected member or volunteer from your own observation or due to a complaint.
· Responding to allegations or concerns about any other person, i.e. parent, carer, other service user.
	
In the case of an emergency where a child is in danger phone 999 immediately.

Record in writing all the details that you are aware of and what was said, using the child or young person’s own words, immediately. In your record you should include the following:
1. The date and time.
2. The child or young persons name, address and date of birth.
3. The nature of the allegation.
4. Your observations – a description of the child or young person’s behaviour, physical and emotional state and any visible injuries.
5. Exactly what the child or young person said and what you said. Record the child or young persons account of what has happened as closely as possible.
6. Sign and date what you have recorded.

Do not ask questions, other than the child or young persons name, address and date of birth. Reassure the child or young person that they have done the right thing in telling you.

Contact Social Care Direct on 08458505010 or Durham Police without delay and follow their guidance.

Every effort should be made to ensure that confidentiality is maintained for all concerned. Social Services, or the Police, must be the ones to inform parents or guardians, and the person about whom allegations are being made.

Recorded information should be handed over to Social Services or the Police and any copies stored in a secure place with limited access in line with data protection laws (e.g. that information is accurate, regularly updated, relevant and secure).

Contractors
A copy of this Policy is given to contractors at the commencement of their working on the Council’s behalf. Contractors are therefore aware of, and should abide by, the Council’s aims and procedures outlined in this policy.


Monitoring and Evaluation:

Once a year adults/officers associated with Eggleston Parish Council will meet to discuss the extent to which practice conforms to the content of the policy.  Three years following adoption of the policy, adults/officers associated with Eggleston Parish Council will meet to discuss whether the policy needs revising in the light of new child protection legislation and best practice advice.


This Policy was re adopted on:  2 February 2015

This Policy was reviewed on:  20 May 2026


Signed:…………………………………………………….. Chairman 
On behalf of Eggleston Parish Council



Appendix 1
What is Child abuse?
Child abuse means harming a child.  Child abuse is not a new problem and, although it still occurs, there is evidence to suggest that its occurrence can be significantly reduced.  How? By learning more about the problem, by giving young people self-protection strategies, by knowing how to listen to young people carefully, and by knowing what action to take when allegations of child abuse are made.


What is abuse and neglect?
Physical abuse:
Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces illness in a child. 

Emotional abuse:
Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and persistent adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to children that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only in so far as they meet the needs of another person. It may include not giving the child opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include interactions that are beyond a child’s developmental capacity, as well as overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning, or preventing the child participating in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying (including cyber bullying), causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, though it may occur alone.

Sexual abuse:
Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, including assault by penetration (for example, rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching outside of the clothing. They may also include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of sexual images, watching sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in preparation for abuse (including via the internet). Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by male adults; women can also commit acts of sexual abuse as can other children. 

Neglect:
Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of a child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to;
· Provide adequate food, clothing and shelter (including the exclusion from home or abandonment)
· Protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger.
· Ensure adequate supervision (including the use of inadequate care givers); or
· Ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment. 
It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to a child’s basic emotional needs. 






Appendix 2
Possible Signs of Abuse

If a young person:

· Becomes withdrawn or isolated
· Becomes aggressive or starts seeking attention
· Becomes afraid of certain people
· Develops chronic medical problems such as stomach pains or headaches
· Acts in sexually inappropriate ways toward adults or peers
· Becomes anorexic or bulimic
· Fails to thrive
· Is often hungry
· Has regular accidents
· Has poor personal hygiene
· Is regularly tired
· Is reluctant to go home
· Wears inappropriate clothing
· Develops poor social relationships
· Exhibits inappropriate emotional responses
· Exhibits dramatic changes in mood or behaviour
· Engages in drug or alcohol abuse
· Runs away
· Feels depressed
· Has bumps, bruises or wounds
· Has unconvincing explanations for bumps, bruises or wounds
· Tells of a friend with a problem of abuse



































Appendix 3

Advice about initial disclosures deriving from young people.

Adults will:
· Reassure the young person that they are doing the correct thing by telling an adult
· Reassure the young person that it is right to talk
· Not blame the young person for the abuse suffered
· Listen to the young person carefully
· Take the young persons word because young people rarely lie about child abuse
· Promise to support the young person
· Inform the young person about what you will do
· Contact Social Care Direct or the Police if it is felt that that the young person is likely to be at risk if they return home
· Thank the young person for confiding
· Report and record the allegation.

Adults will not:
· Promise confidentiality to the young person, otherwise nothing can be done about the allegation and the problem of abuse will persist
· Be judgemental or show anger, disgust or disbelief
· Ask direct questions of the young person
· Minimise the effects of the alleged abuse
· Become unnecessarily involved
· Over dramatise or criticise
· Confront the young person with the abuser or abusers
· Tell off the young person for not confiding earlier
· Try to force the young person to forget
It is good practice to be as open and honest as possible with parents/carers about any concerns. However, you MUST NOT discuss your concerns with parents/carers in the following circumstances:
· where Sexual Abuse or sexual exploitation is suspected
· where Organised or Multiple Abuse is 
· where Fabricated or Induced illness (previously known as Munchausen Syndrome by proxy) is suspected 
· where Female Genital Mutilation is the concern 
· in cases of suspect Forced Marriage 
· where contacting parents/carers would place a child, yourself or others at immediate risk
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