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Prior to the spring of 2002 few people were aware that the Flint Hills 
were being targeted by more than a dozen developers who hoped to 
transform major portions of the Flint Hills and America's last tallgrass 
prairie landscr1pes into sprawling industrial scale windpower com­
plexes with gigantic turbines, construction roads, trenches and air-
craft warning lights. Audubon of Kansas launched an effort to gather 
as much information as possible regarding the expected impact on 
Prairie-chickens and other grassland and migratory birds, inform our 
members and the public. From the beginning our guiding light has 
been to work in partnership with others who sharp a commitment to 
protect and conserve prairie resources. 
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On every occasion during the past 20 years when the Kansas Depart­
ment of Wildlife and Parks proposed expansion and liberalization of 
Sandhill Crane hunting seasons in Kansas, we have stressed the impor­
tance of protecting other species of waterbirds--particularly endangered 
Whooping Cranes. Whoopers migrate through the state at the same 
time and use many of the same habitats as Sandhill Cranes. 
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Exactly two hundred years ago Captains Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark ventured into northeastern Kansas and beyond up the Missouri 
River in what has been celebrated as the Corps of Discovery. From their 
perspective, and the viewpoint of the sponsoring United States govern­
ment, they discovered numerous plants and animals new to recorded 
science, and passages for travel. From the perspectives of native Ameri­
cans who inhabited the areas explored, most plants and animals were 
already known--many were used for food, fur, lore or medicinal pur­
poses--and the passages had been used for hundreds of years. Life was 

continued on page 18 
































































