0 e

A

@(}U,‘(mﬁ

Promoting the Enjoyment, Understanding, Protection, and Restoration of our Natural Ecosystem

AOK Newsletter

We all want the State of Kansas to have
sufficient funds to support education and fulfill
other important obligations. Thus, many of the
budget cuts are troubling. However, there may
be one small sliver of silver lining surrounding
the revenue shortfall clouds. Maybe, just
maybe, we can use this occasion to impress
Governor Parkinson, Kansas Dept. of
Transportation (KDOT) and Kansas Turnpike
Authority (KTA) staff, and members of the
Kansas Legislature that this is a great time to
eliminate excessive — often ecologically
destructive —mowing along state highways and
the Kansas Turnpike, and to adopt the limited
mowing practices recommended by a broad
base of conservation organizations.
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| An article related to roadside
‘ mowing was printed in the Wichita
“Eagte on December 27, 2009.
www.kansas.com |

Audubon has been actively promoting
improved highway right-of-way managementin
this state since the early 1970s. Substantial
progress has been made at times, and then the
policies are ignored by some district engineers
who build budgets and expand their work force
based on demands they create to more frequently
and completely mow out ROW vegetation.

KDOT Secretary Deb Miller has made great
progress advancing the idea that vegetated
roadsides can be a positive resource. In response
to requests from Audubon of Kansas (AOK),
Secretary Miller established an Aesthetics Task
Force (ATF) in February 2008 to develop
recommendations for enhancement of roadsides.
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Please contact Kansas Governor
Parkinson at 1-877-579-6757 or
governor@ks.gov and your state
representative and state senator
(www.contactingthecongress.org)
urging them to save approximately
$3 to $4 million annually in state
revenue by cutting that amount
from the KDOT budget of more than
$6.6 million that is spent excessively
mowing vegetation in the outer
parts of the right-of-way (ROW)
along state highways.

The task force met monthly in 2008. It
included representatives of state and federal
agencies, Audubon of Kansas, Kansas Native

) Join Now!
= Please Help With This and Other
[ Important AOK Initiatives

. We need your help. Please donate now to
keep Audubon of Kansas on the front lines
undeterred by controversy or the absence

. of other conservation organizations in the

| trenches, working for wildlife in every

| forum possible, joining landowners and

- others who strive to protect prairie
landscapes and ecological values, pushing
agencies to change operational paradigms
and go beyond their comfort zones. We
greatly appreciate any support you can

Plant Society, Kansas Wildlife Federation.and _-Brovide..

individuals with special expertise.

Links to the ATF Executive Report & the
Executive Summary can be found on our
website: www.audubonofkansas.org

ATF Executive Report includes the following
comments on the issue of roadside mowing:

Mowing Policy — It is the general consensus
of the Task Force that the policy as written is
not followed uniformly throughout the State.
There seems to be entirely too much imowing in
most areas and both sides of the highway are
rarely left unmowed at the same time.

Mowing native grasses and forbs is generally
unnecessary, except for the control of invasive
weeds (including brome and fescue) and
woody plants in specific areas.

At the request of the Task Force Coordinator,
the District One Maintenance Engineer
provided mowing expense data and found that
a 3-year average fiscal year expenditure for
KDOT mowing statewide was $6,608,868, and
that the average annual area mowed was
316,907.9 acres. On the basis of expenditures
alone, a significant amount of savings could
occur in this area; especially in light of the
dramatic increases in fuel costs recently.

Benefits and Concerns for Limited
Mowing — Will save financial resources that
can be used to lower tax burdens, help KDOT
address higher priority needs, or the savings
can be used to invest in enhancement of
roadside areas with supplemental native grass
and forb plantings.













