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2010 has been an incredibly successful year for Audubon of Kansas' conservation initiatives. 
In partnership with you we look forward to new and exciting accomplishments in 2011. 

Maior Legal Victory Saves Black-footed Ferret Recovery Program 
Senior Judge Jack Lively released a 

decision in mid-September that promises to 
secure a future for continued conservation 
efforts to establish and maintain a population 
of endangered Black-footed Ferrets on ranch 
property owned by Larry and Bette 
Haverfield, Gordon and Martha Barnhardt, 
and Maxine Blank. 

The Motion for Summary Judgment filed 
on behalf of the plaintiffs (landowners) by 
Randall K. Rathbun countering the 
continuous efforts of the Logan County 
Commission to eradicate prairie dogs on the property was 
granted in Logan County District Court on September 17. 

Following the first trial, on March 3, 2008 the Honorable Charles 
E. Andrews of the Third Judicial District entered a restraining order
limiting the extermination activities by Logan County. An
uncontroverted fact was that extermination of all prairie dogs would
result in the death of the Black-footed Ferrets (one of the most
endangered mammals in North America) on the property. Senior
Judge Jack L. Lively determined that the injunction shall become
permanent, and the defendant's (Logan County Commission)
request to exterminate prairie dogs on the Complex, pursuant to
Kansas Statutes 80-120 I et seq., is denied.

Judge Lively noted that the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and its 
conservation partners are providing surrounding landowners with 

free control of prairie dogs on their lands for 
three miles out. Other measures including 
special fences designed and built by 
Audubon of Kansas, and management 
practices implemented by the landowners are 
all designed to make the ferret reintroduction 
project a win-win opportunity for 
landowners on both sides of the boundary 
fence. Additional prairie dog control within 
the property, the special "prairie dog fences" 
and vegetative barriers have dramatically 
reduced movement from the property to 
adjacent areas. 

However, no degree of reason or results seem to deter the county 
commission chairman or the Kansas Farm Bureau from their 
obsession to eradicate prairie dogs, and eliminate the Black-footed 
Ferret recovery program. The commission has decided to appeal 
Judge Lively's decision, and the Kansas Farm Bureau has continued 
their exaggeration campaign against wildlife conservation programs 
on these private lands. As a continuation of their statement ten 
years ago suggesting that deer are like hooved rodents, their recent 
on-line magazine posting suggests that prairie dogs are "prairie 
rats." Under a heading of "Termites, Rats, Moles and Prairie Dogs," 
the article implies that KFB 's Logan County president's pasture is a 
"moonscape" and because of prairie dogs he "doesn't have the 
ability to grow crops or forage grass." KFB needs to give reality a 
break; his pasture is fifteen miles from the Haverfield Complex! 

Ferruginous Hawks Benefiting Big Time from Ferret Program 
Ferruginous Hawks and Golden Eagles are the most imperiled raptors in Kansas. They were once 
commonly observed throughout much of western Kansas, especially during the fall and winter, 

and both species nested here. Golden Eagles have essentially become exist as a nesting species 
in the state, and there are very few nesting Ferruginous Hawks. The primary reason for the 
decline has been extermination of their most reliable and significant food source: prairie dogs. 

The Haverfield/Barnhardt/Blank ranch complex is more Like a national wildlife refuge or 
an Audubon sanctuary than an operational cattle ranch in terms of the diversity of wildlife 
benefiting from their land. On the morning of November 21, Ron Klataske and Larry 
Haverfield counted 40 Ferruginous Hawks, two Golden Eagles and two BaJd Eagles on the 

property - and much of the terrain wasn't covered in the survey. The property is an 
unparalleled magnet for wintering raptors. Earlier in November, several expert birders 

including Pete Janzen, Kevin Groeneweg and Terry Mannell visited the property and observed an 
estimated 24 Ferruginous Hawks and two or three Golden Eagles. In two days they traveled 900 
miles in northwestern Kansas, but only saw one other Ferruginous Hawk. 







AOK Guesthouses Will 
Benefit Niobrara Sanctuary 

The Niobrara Sanctuary experience is incredibly inviting. There 
isn't anything exactly like it in this "neck of the woods". The 
opportunity to stay in one of two guesthouses in a wildlife sanctuary 
with access to 5,000 acres, miles of trails to explore, and view 
nature at its best in relative serenity is unique. The sanctuary's 
landscape includes bluffs overlooking the Niobrara River - a 
national scenic river and unit of the National Park System - with 
woodlands, wet meadows and wetlands paralleling the river, deep 
canyons with shady spring-fed streams, and upland prairies on 
Sandhills and plains. 

Audubon of Kansas has completely remodeled and refurnished 
the Hutton House to make it exquisitely attractive and comfortable, 
as well as energy efficient, and to serve as the centerpiece for 
visitation opportunities and educational outreach. From the bay 
windows inside, one can look out across meadows from within a 
grove of trees and hear Western Meadowlarks, Dickcissels and 
other grassland birds. This guesthouse has four newly furnished 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, a new kitchen, large combination living 
room and dining area, a fireplace lounge, office and two-car garage. 

A corral that will accommodate horses is planned for next spring. 
Other related sanctuary amenities soon to be established include 
wildlife viewing blinds and expansion of trails through the 
woodlands along the Niobrara valley and to bluffs overlooking the 
scenic river. 

Give the Gift of Wildlife 

An addition to the Hutton House includes a gallery that will 
display Lucille Hutton's paintings, Harold's collection of Indian and 
western artifacts, copies of his published books, and educational 
materials on nature and conservation. Restoration and 
enhancement, and management of the land is guided by our 
commitment to make it a model for wildlife conservation, with a 
special emphasis on providing habitat for prairie grouse and other 
grassland birds. 

The second sanctuary guesthouse is referred to as the "Lazy 
Easy" Ranch House. AOK purchased a 160-acre addition to the 
sanctuary and the former owner referred to the ranch as the "Lazy 
Easy." This ranchstead is nestled in among huge Cottonwoods and 
other trees planted in shelterbelts dividing the property into a series 
of meadows and pastures at the headwaters of Willow Creek. The 
Lazy Easy guesthouse also has four bedrooms, two baths, large 
living room, kitchen and laundry room - and a porch with a "porch 
swing" to add to the enjoyment of this pastoral setting. 

In addition to making the sanctuary available for the enjoyment of 
guests, lodging fees or donations will help to provide financial 
resources for operations, stewardship and improvements of the 
sanctuary and these facilities. Ryan Klataske is developing a 
website for the guesthouses. More information and photos can be 
viewed at www.niobrarasanctuary.org. 

-All Photos by Ron Klataske 

Please keep AOK in mind when looking for that perfect gift! The gift of 

preserving our natural ecosystems and wildlife is a gift that will keep giving for 

generations. A gift membership in Audubon of Kansas is the perfect solution for 

any eco-minded family member or 

friend this holiday season and it 

can make a great Birthday present. 

In addition to gift memberships, 

Audubon of Kansas will work with 

you to ensure a lasting legacy 

through planned giving including 

real estate or stock donations, 

tributes and memorials, estate 

planning or through a bequest. 

Our new online giving program 

also allows you to make a 

monthly or yearly pledge. 

For more information, please send 

an e-mail to aok@audubonofkansas.org or call us at (785) 537-4385. 

Our website is www.audubonofkansas.org. 

For more information and ideas on how you 

can be involved, or how we can assist you with 

your conservation interests, please contact 

Ron Klataske, Executive Director and other 
staff at Audubon of Kansas, 210 Southwind Place, 

Manhattan KS 66503. Phone 785-537-4385, 
e-mail aok@audubonofkansas.org. 

Please contact Mike Hudson 

regarding membership services, gifts, 

planned giving and philanthropy. 

Visit the website at www.audubonofkansas.org 

and sign up for our AOK e-News 

for monthly updates. 


