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CITY HALL FOUND MILLIONS FOR 
LEGAL FEES. BUT ACCOUNTABILITY 
COSTS TOO MUCH?

At the last City Council meeting, Mayor Clauzel expressed concern that the Council’s censure request is an 
unnecessary use of taxpayer dollars. Yet, under his watch, the city exceeded its annual legal budget by 
$1.5 million last year. Why does taxpayer spending suddenly matter when the scrutiny is directed at him? 

The past few years have been clouded by:
• $3+ million in legal overspending.
• An independent review of legal-services model, still not completed.
• Repeated state-law violations resulting in costly court losses.
• Unresolved chromium-6 concerns.
• Major city projects still unfinished.
• Placement on the governor’s shortlist for failing to meet housing requirements.

Now, failures across city leadership are adding to Patterson’s growing list of concerns. As more information 
emerges about the Council’s request to censure Mayor Clauzel, residents are seeing the dysfunction at 
City Hall more clearly.  

FAILED LEADERSHIP HAS CONSEQUENCES, AND PATTERSON RESIDENTS ARE THE 
ONES PAYING THE PRICE.


