[bookmark: _GoBack]National Trends Call
September 25, 2017
8:30 p.m. – 9:15 p.m.


In Attendance:
Link Grayce
Link Gretta, Chair
Link Jean
Link Linda
Link Lisa
Link Valda

I. National Trends Facet Year 2016-2017

A. Assisted Living Project
· We are no longer with the assisted living facility we were visiting last year.
· Link Lula Wade, Alumnae, is in a nursing home – we visited her once a month.

B. Homelessness
Grassroots 
· It’s a shelter for families in need.  It’s not a women’s shelter, but a lot of women with children go there.  
· Blanket drive during the holiday. 
· The food and toiletry drive wasn’t as successful as we had hoped – so we used money in our budget to purchase the items.  They post on their website needed items. 
· Rhonda Ricks donated computers (5). However, the computer lab needs some TLC.  Link Grayce bought posters to decorate the room.  However, there weren’t enough age appropriate kids to use the computer lab.  
· We tried tutoring with kids to help with their homework, but there weren’t enough school age children to assist.  
· It would be great if we could do one evening of food/meals. 
· We provided library cards for children and movie passes for families.
· Movie passes


Men’s Day Shelter (Route 1)
· We provided toiletries.

C. Domestic Violence
· Cell phone drive

II. Links Inc. National Trends
· Trash Talking – anti-bullying
· AARP – Links Academy
· Wallet Wise Program
· Habitat for Humanity
· Women’s Issues and Economic Empowerment Committee

III. National Trends Facet Year 2017-2018 Brainstorming
· Comprehensive Project:
· Services to Youth Committee to do something with the homeless or the elderly.  For example, sing at Christmas; Christmas tree ornaments made by s.  Link Jean has a friend has an adult living facility with eight residents.

· Health and Human Services – sleep hygiene campaign or initiative.
· http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-reiss-race-sleep-gap-20170423-story.html
· https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2015/10/the-black-white-sleep-gap/454311/
· http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/black-white-sleep-gap_us_56c64123e4b0ec6725e20e4a

· Caring for our Seniors:
· Additional activities for seniors: Have seniors participate in 50+ program with the Columbia Association to exercise.  However, we can’t transport residents out of their facilities.  We should take this out of our goals. We could meet them at the mall to walk or the gym to exercise when it is a scheduled trip through their facility.
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/health-and-fitness/mature-adults/fitness-programs-mature-adults/


· Link Jean has a friend who has a residential facility in Running Brook. Link Gretta will talk with the owner to see if we could volunteer there and continue our program.

· Trafficking:
· Link Gretta will reach out to the Howard County Police for guidance to understand the depth of the problem and what is needed for a community response.
· http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/howard/columbia/ph-ho-cf-human-trafficking-0406-20170522-story.html
· https://polarisproject.org/resources/2016-hotline-statistics

· Education and Outreach Opportunities:
· Self-education for our chapter is a great first step.
· AKA chapter has a teen summit. 
· Teen group at Oakland Mills.  
· Jack and Jill  
· Community College

Next Call: Sunday 10/1 – 8:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
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