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Columbia (MD) Chapter
The Links, Incorporated
Executive Board Meeting Minutes
August 31, 2016
Home of Link Lenaye Lawyer, President

Call to Order
The Executive Board meeting of the Columbia (MD) Chapter of The Links, Incorporated was called to order on August 31, 2016 at 6:40PM by chapter president, Link Lenaye Lawyer. Notices of the meeting were distributed electronically. Link Tanya R. Sellers-Hannibal, corresponding secretary, recorded the minutes.

Members
There were 13 members present. All members signed in and there were no guests present.

Adoption of the Agenda
Link Diane Martin made a motion to adopt the agenda as printed.  It was properly seconded and passed unanimously.

Approval of the May Minutes
Link Diana Smith made a motion to accept the minutes as distributed electronically. It was properly seconded and passed unanimously.

Correspondence
Link Diane Martin moved to sponsor a $150.00 full page color ad for The Pearl Foundation’s 36th Annual Scholarship luncheon. It was properly seconded and passed unanimously. Link Diane Martin moved to reimburse Link President Lenaye Lawyer, for the full page color ad for the newly chartered Mount Rose (MD) Chapter of Prince Georges County, MD. It was properly seconded and passed unanimously. Link Lisa Cooper-Lucas moved to donate $150.00 to the Columbia, MD Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Foundation in the name of Links’ relatives with Alzheimer’s disease or who have passed from Alzheimer’s disease. It was properly seconded and passed unanimously.

President’s Report
Link President Lenaye Lawyer shared that the chapter was busy this summer with the following: induction of 6 new members in May, the Flea Market Chic fundraiser which raised approximately $2000.00, attendance at the National Assembly (in Las Vegas, NV) where Alumna Link Frenzela Credle was awarded Platinum status, and voter registration at Ubiquitous, made possible by Link Germaine Bolds-Leftridge. Howard Community College, a chapter partner, will be having a fundraiser at Whole Foods on September 15, 2016. Members are asked to shop and save receipts. 
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President’s Report (cont’d)
There will also be an opportunity to advertise our programs and the jazz brunch. The city of Columbia, MD will turn 50 in 2017 and there is a 6 month celebration planned. The Columbia Links’ will participate with the Peabody concert having a theme of past, present and future.  Students from our various programs (FGO, MESA and possibly Grass Roots) will be asked to do an art project on the future of Columbia with a planned exhibition in September 2017 at the Howard County Arts Council.

Vice President’s Report
Vice President Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway stated that the membership committee met at her home on August 24, 2016. The committee has recommended that the chapter not pursue new candidate intake for the 2016-2017 club year. The recommendation was properly seconded and passed unanimously. There are 4 Link members who will be on leave of absence for club year 2016-2017. The committee will be planning an activity in November in accordance with friendship month. The date is pending at this time. The vice president will review the calendar with chapter recording secretary, Link Veronica Morrow, to identify dates may be available for informal “get togethers” for chapter members. Interaction with Alumna Links will continue. The Alumna Links participated in the 2015 December holiday function, candidate intake, and the induction ceremony.

Audit Committee 
Link Cestaine Glover is working with Links Jean Lewis and Wanda Nelson to review the chapter’s current practices so that they are in keeping with national guidelines. This internal audit is due to national headquarters by September 15, 2016 to avoid any late penalties. The audit committee has had several meetings with the chapter financial committee over the summer. The audit committee will likely recommend that the chapter make some changes regarding record keeping and other current chapter procedures. The committee is awaiting additional input from the chapter treasurer, Link Donna Robinson. The chapter’s external audit is being provided by Kenneth Morris, CPA and almost complete.

Financial Secretary 
Link Lisa Warnick Cooper presented a report outlining the money that she had received since May 2016. Money can only be accepted by the financial secretary so it can be appropriately recorded and the chapter can better adhere to the guidelines recommended by the audit committee. This will now be more strictly managed than in the past. The financial secretary will continue to retain the document disclosing to chapter member payments, but no longer distribute the document at monthly meetings. The document can be reviewed by chapter members upon request.

Treasurer’s Report
Chapter treasurer, Link Donna Robinson, was unavailable to present her report at this meeting. 
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Fundraising Committee 
Link Audra Nixon is co-chairing this committee with Link Candace Dodson Reed. Link Audra Nixon presented the report. The annual jazz brunch will be held at Martin’s West November 13, 2016. The committee will continue with a specific area for the vendors. The area can accommodate 23 vendors. The vendor fee is $200 and 2 vendors have already committed. The walk thru at Martin West will be September 16, 2016 at 7PM. Although the jazz brunch ticket money was originally to be due on September 10, 2016 and sponsorships are due on October 8, 2016, the committee recommends that all ticket money and sponsorships now be due on the same date of October 8, 2016. This was properly seconded by Link Lisa Cooper Lucas and passed unanimously. If using Event Brite to purchase tickets, there will be a $5.65 service charge.

Technology Committee
Link Diana Smith is chairing this committee. She informed the executive board that the technology committee had met with the chapter’s marketing and PR (public relations) team during the summer. The technology committee will be supporting the marketing and PR team’s work on the annual jazz brunch. The technology committee also encourages members to update their profile. When accessing the member only section of the website, members are advised that their user name is the first letter of their first name and their last name. Then highlight “forgot password” so a password can be created.  The corresponding secretary, Link Tanya Sellers-Hannibal, will review the “contact us” portion of the web site twice weekly.

The Arts Committee
Link Lisa Cooper Lucas presented this report. She stated that the annual Peabody Concert will be February 19, 2017 and preparation is going well. There is an interest in possibly sponsoring a 1 day summer camp workshop facilitated by the Peabody Institute students with participating students from the DMV (DC, MD, VA). There has also been some discussion about a jazz café to be included in the Columbia, MD’s Festival of the Arts. The committee will be working with Columbia, MD 50th Anniversary birthday celebration. 

Health & Human Services
Committee Chair, Link Rhonda Ricks presented this report. Planning continues for the mental health seminar being held on October 21, 2016 at the Howard Community College. It will focus on Head Start teachers in our area. United Healthcare (UHC) will be providing materials to assist with the seminar. The committee will also likely do a presentation during 1 of the Can You Imagine Me Sessions in February or March 2017. There is an interest in inviting Akil Patterson to discuss the importance of sugar free diets. He is a community activist with a concern about decreasing type 2 diabetes and obesity amongst young people.
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International Trends and Services
Link Allyson Owens chairs this committee and presented the report. The committee met earlier this month in preparation for a return to St. Croix March 16-17, 2017. New topics will be presented at the upcoming spring workshop and additional presenters will be needed. 

National Trends and Services
Link President Lenaye Lawyer presented this report on behalf of committee chair, Link Grayce Simmons, who was unable to attend. The committee will continue to concentrate on voter registration.

Services to Youth
Link Diane Smith chairs this committee and presented the report. For Girls Only (FGO) will begin again on September 22, 2016. The MESA program will continue at Jeffers Hill Middle School and 25 students are currently projected to participate. Unfortunately, one of the scholarship recipients was unable to accept the chapter scholarship due to illness that resulted in an inability to begin college this fall. Therefore, the scholarship was passed on the next qualifying student who had applied for the 4 year collegiate chapter scholarship. The next committee meeting will be on September 8, 2016.

Strategic Planning
Committee chairperson, Link Judy Smith presented this report. The committee will be doing an exercise focusing on the chapter’s long term goals during the retreat planned for September 10, 2016. Chapter members will be grouped with their facet and committee chairs. Members are to focus on describing a particular program and the sponsorship of that program. Strategic Planning committee members will assist each group with their task. The facet chairs will be asked to bring laptops to assist with this effort. 

New Business
Link Lisa Loury Lomas announced that she would like to be re-elected to her position as Eastern Area Secretary and would like the chapter’s support.

Link President Lenaye Lawyer then moved to adjourn the meeting. This was properly seconded by Link Cestaine Glover and the meeting adjourned at 8:22PM.

Respectfully Submitted by Link Tanya R. Sellers-Hannibal
	


	
	
	
	
	
