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COLUMBIA (MD) CHAPTER OF THE LINKS, INCORPORATED

MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETING – 
MINUTES – May 13, 2023

Seasons 52 
10300 Little Patuxent Parkway 
Columbia, Maryland  21044

Call to Order: The monthly meeting of the Columbia (MD) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated was held at Seasons 52  on Saturday, May 13, 2023.  The meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. by Link Lisa Cooper Lucas, President, presiding
The Pledge, Song, and Linkspiration were presented.  
Members in attendance: 37 Members were in attendance.  Attendance was recorded via sign-in roster and will be submitted to Vice President Regina Clay.  A quorum was established.
Adoption of the Agenda: The agenda was adopted as presented 
Approval of Minutes:   The minutes of April, 2023 were presented without objection.   
Vote for Officers:   2023-2024 
The following officers were presented by the Nominations Committee and voted upon by the chapter members present.  
· President 				Link Lisa Cooper-Lucas   
· Vice President			Link Regina Clay
· Recording Secretary			Link Sharon R. Pinder
· Corresponding Secretary:		Link Marquita Davis
· Treasurer				Link Shaydra Robinson
· Financial Secretary			Link Melanie Brown
· Parliamentarian			Link Vivian Lawyer
Nominating Committee- Links Rosalynne Atterbeary, Vanessa Atterbeary, Juliet Gilliam, Diane Martin, and Carol Ann Smith
Link Lisa Cooper-Lucas indicated that Link Shaydra Robinson will only serve as chapter treasurer for a limited period of time. Link Lisa Cooper-Lucas also extended a thank you to Links Jo Emily Knox, Paulette Scott, and Tanya Sellers-Hannibal for their assistance. Link Jo Emily Knox served as vice president after the resignation of Link Cestaine Glover.
OFFICER REPORTS 
President – The report of the President, Link Lisa Cooper Lucas, was received and placed on file.   Highlights include;
EA Conference Summary – 
NATIONAL NUMBERS
· 17,580 Total Members
· 4,832 Alumna
· 102 Platinum Members
· 630 New/Reinstated Members
· 876,343 Service Hours
Eastern Area Numbers-164 Chapters
· 5000 Total Members
· 1271 Alumna
· 30 Platinum Members
· 154 New/Reinstated Members
226,000 Service Hours
Eastern Area Director
	Lisa Lowrey Lomas		       Columbia (MD) 
Easter Area Vice Director 		
Barbara McEachin-Burton	        Central New Jersey (NJ) 
Eastern Area Secretary
	Denise Renea Lewis                     Richmond (VA)
Eastern Area Treasure 	
	Sherlyn B. Walker 		         Bucks County (PA) 
Nominating Committee Chair  
    Sharon Hopson                                South Jersey (NJ)

Vice President -The report of the Vice President/Membership Chair, Regina Clay, was received and placed on file.  
Corresponding Secretary – Newly Elected Link Marquita Davis officially received the key to the Chapter’s P. O. Box.
Financial Secretary – FS Melanie Brown presented the report, which was placed on file.  
Treasurer—Treasurer Shaydra Robinson presented the report as of May 3, 2023, which will be placed on file.

Constitution and Bylaws Committee 
· Proposed amendment submitted by Vice President Jo Emily Knox on March 10, 2023
· Submitted to Chapter Bylaws Committee March 14, 2023 for review
· Received Committee members responses by March 17, 2023 supporting the proposed amendment
· Forwarded proposed amendment to Chapter President with request to be placed on Executive Board agenda for March 29, 2023 meeting
· Approved by majority of Executive Board on March 29, 2023
· Distributed to chapter members on March 29, 2023 in order to meet the 30-day notice requirement for consideration of proposed amendments to the Bylaws
· Proposed amendment presented to the Chapter on April 8, 2023
· Proposed amendment voted on by the Chapter
Committee Chair Link Vivian Lawyer presented the information and motion to adopt 

ARTICLE III, Section 6, subsection D,  
New members shall be voted on at the November Meeting of each year, provided a quorum of more than half of the membership is present.

The motion was seconded, and the article amendment was adopted.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, FACETS AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES:
Fundraising Committee
Link Rebecca Reed presented updates:
Cocktails and Jazz scheduled for May 22nd is sold out.
Save-the-date – November 12th Jazz Brunch 
Link Yvette Rook and the Sponsorship Sub-committee completed the sponsorship and vendor letters.  Sponsorship levels were also presented:
· Platinum $10,000
· Diamond $5,000
· Emerald $2,500
· Friends of Links $1,000    
· Gold Sponsor $250
· Silver Sponsor $100

Program Chair Report  
New Chair Appointed   Link Regina Little Hollis – spoke about her goals as the new incoming Chair.
The Arts 
Candance Dodson Reed was announced as the new Chair
Health and Human Services 
Link Laura Crandon - Chair
· Call for volunteers to staff AACR Health Fair 
· June 3, 2023 9a - 2p at Long Reach High School
· Mental Health and Breast Cancer
· Collaboration with Touch4Life
· The Black Family Wellness Expo will be March 16, 2024
· Our chapter’s events were recognized
International Trends  
Link Cestaine Glover has been appointed, and she announced that ITS will meet over the summer.
National Trends and Services
Rochelle Michaux-Conway was announced as Chair.
 Services to Youth 
Link Greta Peoples presented the STY report.  It included Scholar Spotlight, a look at the history of the process, scholarship intake, and scholarship review and selection process.
Links Scholars Spotlight -
2023 White Rose Scholarship Award:
· Sydnie Cobb – Altholton High School – 
· Xavier Manigualt – Reservoir High School
Links Spotlight – 
· David Gordon -Senior Florida A&M
· Jonathan Marter – Junior, University of Virginia
AACR Monthly Reporting  
Link Vivian Lawyer, Liaison
· AACR Health Fair June 3 – Volunteers Needed
· Gretta Gardner is assisting with grant efforts
· Howard County Housing Affordability 
The coalition needs members to sign up individually and organizationally
· Organization events will be publicized by AACR
· Our Jazz & Cocktail event is included in the current distribution
New Business 
Link Candance Dodson-Reed announced a special incentive for Link Sisters who sign up for a Facet and a Committee: They will become eligible for the drawing for the private box at the June 2023 Capital Jazz Festival.
Joys and Concerns
Birthday Celebrations for May were acknowledged.    
 Adjournment: 
The meeting was officially adjourned. 
 



______________________________________
Signed:	Sharon R. Pinder, Recording Secretary
Secretary Date of Approval:	___________________
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