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COLUMBIA (MD) CHAPTER OF THE LINKS, INCORPORATED

MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETING – 
MINUTES – February 10, 2024

Howard Community College
Science Engineering and Technology Building  Room 205
10901 Little Patuxent Parkway Columbia, MD


Call to Order: The monthly meeting of the Columbia (MD) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated was held at Howard Community College on Saturday, February 10, 2024.  The meeting convened at 9:08 a.m. by Link Lisa Cooper Lucas, President, presiding, and Sharon R. Pinder, Recording Secretary, was present.  ( Link Juliet Gilliam contributed to the minutes)
Link Regina Clay provided the Linkspiration  
Members in attendance: 40 Members were in attendance.  Attendance was recorded via sign-in roster and will be submitted to Madame Vice President Regina Clay.
Link Vivian Lawyer affirmed the quorum.  
Adoption of the Agenda: The agenda was presented with one noted change.  The reference to protocol was noted as “Points of Protocol.”   Motion to approve and set agenda was made by Link Diane Martin and seconded by Link Allyson Owens.
Approval of Minutes:   The minutes of November 11, 2023, were presented without objection.   
Points of Protocol:
Link Jo Emily presented information regarding the Proper Use of Titles.  Some highlights included: 
· It is important to remember how to properly address our sisters and use of professional titles in various settings.
· Refrain from using “Link” publicly, on social media, or in written form; therefore, never refer to or write “Link” on an envelope addressed to a Link sister that is displayed in public.
· It is okay to use during chapter meetings, area conferences, and assemblies.  

· The titles of Link, Connecting Link, and Heir-o-Link are internal; double titles of Link (e.g., Dr. Link…) should not be used.
· If you have any questions, ask Link Jo Emily.
OFFICER REPORTS 
President – The report of the President, Link Lisa Cooper Lucas, was received and placed on file.   Highlights include;
Open positions:  Audit Chair, Treasurer, 50th-Anniversary Chair, Communication Chair, International Trends & Services, Sargent of Arms, and Nominating Committee Chair 
Point of President Privilege:
· Acknowledgement of Link Laura Crandon as the outgoing Chair of HHS
· Acknowledgment of Link Lisa Harbour Carter for taking over as Chair of K.A.R.E and managing the project.
· Acknowledgement of Link Rebecca Reed for the phenomenal job as Chair of Fundraising
Vice President -The report of the Vice President/Membership Chair, Regina Clay, was received and placed on file.  Highlights include:
· Introduction of new members Link Shonalette Adams (Midwest) and Link Paula Shaw (Greater Miami Chapter) 
· Track it Forward- please check hours and record them, 
· 1:4- All compliant with 1:4 at this time
· Ethics Training: Link Regina will conduct a one-time session before the end of the month for those who have not completed ethics training. 

Corresponding Secretary – Link Marquita Davis –shared  3 correspondences –  thank you notes from Judge Leslie Turner; Tanya Sellers-Hannibal; and Heir-o-Link Evan Hannibal
Financial Secretary – Link Shaydra Robinson presented the report on behalf of Financial Secretary Melanie Brown.  It was received and placed on file. 

Treasurer – The report from Treasurer Shaydra Robinson was presente and will be placed on file.
Budget and Fiscal Year Refresher  Presented by Link Shaydra and Link Judy Smith
It is important to do a refresher on our financial process for the chapter
· Budgeting, Budget Schedule and Fiscal Year Planning
· Included excerts from the Financial Manual
· Fundraising support and scholarships – “we can only use 
· 10% of the net profit can be set aside for such things as seed money for future fundraising events
Link Shaydra introduced a Frequently  Asked Questions
Included  “authorized Use of Restricted Funds, etc.
Financial Calendar will be placed separately on the drive
Strategic Planning Journey Map
Can not do anything after April 30th.  Link Shaydra’s last day functioning as Treasurer.


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, FACETS AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES:
Umbrella Program – Link Greta People reported.  Link Greta acknowledged her partner in this endeavor Link Audra Nixon was celebrating her birthday. 
Link Gretta provided update on the program.  The report will be placed on file.  
· February 28th – Movie Event- 5:00 p.m. Smith Theatre
· March 4th – Educational Foundation Fundraiser – Buy Ticket and Pick Up 12-2 and 4-6
Location: Hunan Manor, Come for Dinner
· April 25th  - Mental Health Forum   Location:  Kittleman Room, Duncan Hall 3:00pm – 6:00 pm
Request:  Volunteers and Participation for the events  Fliers and details will be sent out.  
Link Regina Little Hollis 
At of the strategic planning the goal is 
All 5 facets will participate.  It is the goal for this year.  The way we want to do it is to link the movie event to the Arts Facets
Mental Health is in collaboration with HHS
BSU – international students 
National Trends – Food Security and Voter registration 
.  2024 Scholarship Application Timeline (1/31/24 – May, 2024)
May 11th – Scholarship Awards will be announced to the chapter
Needs:	4 additional members to review the scholarship application (4-6 hours)
Link Lisa Harbour Carter provided the Update on the K.A.R.E. program  provided information on Black K.A.R.E. 
Some highlights included:
· Black K.A.R.E Facilitator’s Training will take place after the Chapter meeting.  
· Service Hours available for training.
· The deadline for the Chapter is January 31st.  In order to comply with the grant’s requirement, the entire chapter must be trained. 
Link Roschelle reported on the website and QR   wecareblackkare.com 
March 30th – St. John’s Baptist Church – they will host us at their Easter event 
1500 people anticipated.  Use the parish for blood screenings 
New Business 	
Link Deidre ask that the facets and committees capture images that can be used.
Peabody is still taking place.  Link Juliet Gilliam.  She is looking at media opportunities for the event.  241 is the headcount so far. Please wear green with white and white with green.
Joys and Concerns
Birthday Celebrations for February were acknowledged.    
 Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
 




______________________________________
Signed:	Sharon R. Pinder, Recording Secretary
Secretary Date of Approval:	___________________
Columbia (MD) Chapter
The Links, Incorporated
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