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COLUMBIA (MD) CHAPTER OF THE LINKS, INCORPORATED

MONTHLY CHAPTER MEETING – 
MINUTES – November 11, 2023

Howard Community College
Science Engineering and Technology Building 
10901 Little Patuxent Parkway Columbia, MD
–
Call to Order: The monthly meeting of the Columbia (MD) Chapter of the Links, Incorporated was held at Howard Community College on Saturday, November 11, 2023. The meeting convened at 9:05 a.m. by Link Lisa Cooper Lucas, President, presiding, and Sharon R. Pinder, Recording Secretary, was present.
Link Lisa Cooper Lucas provided the Linkspiration  
Members in attendance: 37 Members were in attendance.  Attendance was recorded via sign-in roster and submitted to Madame Vice President Regina Clay.
Link Vivian Lawyer affirmed the quorum.  
Adoption of the Agenda: The agenda was presented without objection.  
Approval of Minutes:   The minutes of October 14, 2023, were reviewed.  Corrections included the spelling of two names. 
OFFICER REPORTS 
President – The report of the President, Link Lisa Cooper Lucas, was received and placed on file.   
Vice President -The report of the Vice President, /or Membership Committee.  In the absence of VP Link Regina Clay, Link Jo Emily presented the report.  
Link Jo Emily presented two motions:
1.  “I move that Link Yvette Rooks be granted a Meeting Sabbatical during the 2023-2024 fiscal year.”
2. “ I move that Link Vanessa Atterbeary be granted a Meeting Sabbatical during the 2023-2024 fiscal year.”
The motions were seconded and adopted by unanimous vote.   

Corresponding Secretary - No new correspondence reported. 
Financial Secretary – The report from Financial Secretary Melanie Brown was received and placed on file. 
Treasurer – The report from Treasurer Shaydra Robinson included the proposed Budget FY2025.  
Two Areas of Brief Discussion 
Topic - Black K.A.R.E. – Focuses on chronic kidney disease.    A grant from Baxter sponsors the program.  Each participating chapter is allotted $10k to execute a program.  $5k is seed money. Executive Committee voted to “lend” HHS the funding.
Link Shaydra Robinson presented a motion – 
1.  “I move that we accept the Executive Committee’s recommendation to approve the expenditure of $5k from the overage account upon receiving that money back to support the Black Kare initiative.” The reimbursing organization is Baxter via the Foundation.”
The motion was seconded and adopted by unanimous vote.
Topic – Eastern Area Director’s Reception
Madame President Lisa Cooper Lucas announced a call meeting within the next week to make determinations regarding the funding and execution of the Reception.
The report of the Treasurer, Link Shaydra Robinson, was received, adopted, and placed on file.  
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES, FACETS AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES:
Fundraising Committee – The report of the Fundraising Committee, given by Chairman Link Rebecca Reed, was received and placed on file. Notable Highlights – November 12, 2023 - 14th Annual Jazz Brunch: Update included Eventbrite FAQs, Sponsorship Updates, Table Floor Plan, Vendor Floor Plan, and Guest Instructions; Sign Up Genesis Run of Show…   11:30 for a Chapter Photo at the Stage
Sponsorship Journals and Donation Request cards will be on the table. Link Yolanda Sonnier announced the Peabody sign-up cards will be placed on the table.



Program Chair – The report from the Program Chair, given by Link Regina Little Hollis, was presented and placed on file. Highlight discussion – Programming for this year will be net new.  Position open for ITS chair. 
Health and Human Services (HHS)
· Link Marquita Davis presented the wellness moment.  A link to a video of the official meditation was provided.  
· Red Dress Weekend 2024 – February 2-4    Feb 3rd – Self Care Saturday – February 4th: Red Dress 
· Black K.A.R.E.  – Chronic Kidney Disease – Link Laura Crandon formally presented information about the program and our commitment.   
· Information was also shown on the DMV Health Walk for 2023.  
The HHS Report was received and placed on file. 
Archivist – No Report –
Hospitality - No Report
International Trends and Services – No Chair to date– No Report provided. 
National Trends and Services – Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway presented the report.  Reminder for blankets.  To date- we have received 38 blankets and 168 pairs of socks.  There is a need for blankets. Last year’s number was 90.   The delivery date is Friday, November 17th.  The next meeting is on November 28, 2023.  The report was received and placed on file. 
Services to Youth (STY) Link Audra Nixon and Link Greta Peoples    We now have an Umbrella Program with HCC.  STY will lead the Umbrella programming for the chapter year.  The report was received and placed on file. 
AACR Howard County – Link Vivian Lawyer shared the slate of new officers for 2024-2026.  The AACR Report was received and placed on file. 
New Business 	
1. Link Judy Smith introduced the Consent Agenda methodology.  Link Judy also provided the proposed implementation plan and timeline.  


2. Link Yolanda Sonnier presented a request to co-sponsor the Kwanza celebration, which the Office of Human Rights, the County Executive, hosts.  Link Germaine Bolds Leftridge, Melanie Brown, Shaydra Robinson, and Carol Ann Smith volunteered.
Link Yolanda presented a motion.
“I move that the Chapter be a Co-Sponsor of the Kwanza celebration on December 27, 2023.”
The motion was seconded and adopted by unanimous vote.   

3. Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway shared that the sons of Link Regina Clay, Link Gretta Gardner, and Link Tanya Sellers-Hannibal have been selected to participate in the Columbia, Maryland Chapter of Jack and Jill’s 2024 Beautillion.  It will take place in April 2024.
Link Rochelle presented a motion.     
 “I move that the Chapter support the 22nd Beautillion by providing $250 for an ad.” 
The motion was seconded and adopted by unanimous vote.   
Joys and Concerns
Birthday Celebrations for November and December were acknowledged.    
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned 
 
______________________________________
Signed:	Sharon R. Pinder, Recording Secretary
Secretary Date of Approval:	___________________
Columbia (MD) Chapter
The Links, Incorporated
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