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Howard County Community College
10901 Little Patuxent Parkway | Columbia, MD 21044
Duncan Hall | Room 100

There was a total of 37 members in attendance at the April Chapter meeting. There were two (2) Motions recorded in the meeting.                             
Attendees: 
	1. Lisa Cooper Lucas
	2. Regina Clay
	3. Diana Smith

	4. Donna Hill Staton
	5. Judy Smith
	6. Tracey Rogers

	7. Myra Smith
	8. Deidre Johnson
	9. Rebecca Reed

	10. Rhonda Ricks
	11. Jo Emily Knox
	12. Gretta Gardner

	13. Kim Michelle Sterrett
	14. Robin Steele
	15. Regina Little Hollis

	16. Shavon Arline Bradley
	17. Allyson Owens
	18. Vivian Moore Lawyer

	19. Juliet Gilliam
	20. Jewell Debnam
	21.  Gail Clark

	22. Elizabeth Clark Adams
	23. Cathy Bell
	24. Greta Carey Peoples

	25.  Tanya Sellers Hannibal
	26. Carol Ann Smith
	27.  Melanie Brown

	28.  Judy Grant
	29. Diane Martin
	30. Laura Crandon

	31. Rochelle Michaux-Conway
	32. Paulette Scott
	33. Chinyere Watson

	34. Roslyn Brock
	35.  Lucinda Ware
	36.  Audra Nixon

	37. Carolyn Brown-Jackson
	38.  
	39. 



AGENDA and Meeting Notes
Administration	
· Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 9:08 AM by President Lisa Cooper Lucas
· Welcome and Linkspiration – Madam President welcomed everyone and Link Shondalette Adams provided Linkspiration in a “We Are Link Sisters: Watch How You Speak” poem written and read by her.
· Approval of the Agenda/Minutes – Today’s Agenda was accepted as written. 
· Madam president invited the Nominating Committee to present since today is our Chapter’s Election Day for 2025-2027 Officers. Chairperson, Link Juliet Gilliam presented:
· Original President and VP candidates withdrew their names. Madam President opened the floor for nominations of Candidates to fill Officer positions.
· Nomination for President – Link Allyson Owens nominated Link Diana Smith.
· Nomination for Vice-President – Link Robin Steele nominated Link Tracy Rogers.
· No additional nominations for Recording Secretary – Link Chinyere Watson is a Candidate
· No nominations for Treasurer
· No additional nominations for Nominating Committee – Links Germaine 

· Governance	
· President’s Report – Link Lisa Cooper Lucas shared additional Linkspiration in form of a Prayer for the new Links year.
· New position was created at National level for Archivist New Disaster Relief
· Our Chapter’s Black Family Wellness program March 15th was a huge success
· National President wants to focus on 1) mental health in Community we serve and in our Chapters; and 2) a Black History moment at start of each chapter meeting
· EA Director’s Report focused on the upcoming EA Conference
· The Links supports the Smithsonian African-American museum.
· Vice President’s Report – Link Regina Clay 
· Super Sister of the month is Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway!
· Link Yvette Rooks will take a Medical Provisory leave
· Link Vanessa Atterbeary – LOA Request: Membership committee voted on the request and then the Executive Committee voted. NOTE that the record was updated that she had 2 meeting Sabbaticals and only 1 Leave of Absence. Madam VP said that there are 2 LOAs. ACTION ITEM: We must take time to validate the record. 
· Recommendation from the Membership Committee and Executive Committee is to NOT grant Vanessa’s LOA.
· Three (3) people are already on LOA and we only have 1 slot open. 
· A LOA means you’re relieved of attending all meetings and service hours; but you must still pay dues.
· Meeting Sabbatical ONLY relieves you of attending Chapter meetings, but it does not relieve you of your Links’ responsibilities, including dues and service hours.
· Madam Parliamentarian advised that we validate the record of Vanessa’s LOA history so that we make an informed decision.
· A MOTION was made by Link Robin Steele to vote on the LOA today; 2nd by Link Regina Little Hollis. 29 Voted Yes; 1 Voted No
· A MOTION was to accept the Membership Committee recommendation to NOT accept Vanessa’s LOA request. Members voted by secret ballot and the result is: 26 voted YES; 6 voted NO. Vanessa’s LOA request is not granted.
· Corresponding Secretary’s Update – Link Kim Michelle Sterrett
· Hopeworks - Danita Leatherwood congratulated our chapter and advised we will receive a HopeWorks 2025 Community Partner Award
· The Award will be accepted on Sunday April 27th at HopeWorks by Regina Clay
· Next Newsletter will go out on April 15th; email content to Michelle by April 13th.
· Recording Secretary’s Update – Link Diana Smith Coleman
· At our next Chapter meeting Link sisters should wear all black; and the green flowers provided by our chapter leadership. We’ll take a chapter group photo. Other guidelines:
· In addition to the all-black attire and green flower, everyone should also wear pearls to enhance the uniformity and elegance of our look.
· We’ll plan to take the group photo prior to the start of the meeting to ensure we’re all fresh and photo ready. NOTE that we’re working with HCC to confirm the May Chapter meeting date. We want try to move it to May 17th since May 10th is part of Mother’s Day and Graduation weekend.
· Based on logistics, the photos should take approximately 45 minutes.
· UPDATE: Since the April Chapter meeting our group photo activity has been updated! The full chapter photo will be taken at the September 2025 Chapter Meeting. Newly elected Officers’ photos will be taken at the May 2025 Chapter meeting. New Officers will wear all black, white pearls, and green flowers; and will meet at 8 AM at Duncan Hall for photos.

· Financial Updates
· Financial Secretary's Report – Link Elizabeth provided report on behalf of Link Melanie (who had to leave early).	
· Treasurer's Report - Link Elizabeth Adams provided the report with updates on Feb. 2025 Operating, Regular Restricted (Programs), and Special Restricted (Fundraising) accounts.	 

· Parliamentarian	- Updates provided by Link Vivian Moore Lawyer		
· Operations Manual for HOW we operate within the Chapter; this document will be separate from our ByLaws
· It will include items such as standing rules; Hospitality guidelines; position description for Officers.
· Will plan to present it to the Chapter at the May Chapter meeting for a Vote to accept the Operations Manual.
· National Parliamentarian Updates specific to Chapter meetings. MUST have 8 face to face meetings per Links year.

· Strategic Planning – Updates presented by Link Judy Smith			
· Chapter Schedule / Calendar (PROPOSED) was shared. It does not require a Vote. 
· As new 2025-2027 Officers are in place, they may want to change some items / activities on the Calendar.
· Also shared that the 2025 – 2030 Strategic Plan was published in the March 31st Chapter Newsletter. The strategic priorities haven’t changed, but the goals have.
· The Fundraising Net Proceeds Process was shared.

· 50th Anniversary Committee Update 	- Updates presented by Link Rochelle
· Event will take place on Sunday, June 22nd at Cattails Resort from 2 – 6 PM
· Lunch will be served at 3 pm; it will be a three-course plated lunch; guests will have the option of Crab Cake or Roasted Chicken for an entrée.  
· The committee is trying to get someone from Peabody for entertainment; and there will be a DJ
· There will be a photo booth, and members can take away a photo as a keepsake from the 50th Anniversary
· There will be a group photo taken at the event.

· Nomination Committee Presentation
· Ballots were handed out for 2025-2027 Officer Candidates Slate. Results are on page 5 of this document.
		     
· Facet Reports	(5 minutes each)				     
· HHS – Report presented by Link Rhonda Ricks
· Black Family Wellness event in March – 52 students attended
· Black K.A.R.E event at St. John’s Baptist church - April 19th
· ITS – Report presented by Link Diane Martin
· Purchased food for Mental Health / Wellness Fair
· Supported HCC Food Pantry activity as part of Wellness Umbrella event
· NTS  - Report presented by Link Rochelle
· Food Insecurity Initiative – linked to our Wellness Umbrella Program
· Grass Roots Crisis Center – Focus on mental health family support
· STY  - Link Audra presented an update on Scholarship activity and STY support of the Umbrella Program
· STY has a partnership with HCC’s Rise and Pride
· Technology Committee - Update by Link Deidre Johnson
· The membership portal is coming along and is planned to be ready for the start of new Links year.

· AACR Report – Update by Link Vivian
· Violence in the School System – working on activities that are going on in HoCo schools.
· AACR received a “Friends of the School System” Award from Howard County Public School System (HCPSS). 
	
· Announcement from Protocol – Link Jo Emily Knox
· EA Protocol Chair – Webinar on Wednesday, April 16th at 8 PM ET – Please plan to attend if you’re going to the EA Conference. 
· Note that all Link sisters are encouraged to attend [whether going to the EA Conference or not] in order to get a refresher on pertinent Protocol matters.
	




· New Business/Joys and Concerns
· Link Laura Crandon has a workshop at EA Conf. Thurs 4/24 
· Link Jo Emily’s daughter was promoted to Dean at Univ. of Illinois!
· Link Rebecca’s daughter is graduating!
· Heir of Link Danielle Jackson (Carolyn Brown-Jackson) got a job at CBS in NY!
· Link Gretta Gardner expressed gratefulness and Joy for support from Rebecca and Lucinda!  And for Link Diane Martin!
· Link Audra shared that Link Shavon’s photograph is on the wall at the African American museum in the Women’s history section (Bethune Room)! 
· Link Diane Martin’s nephew moved to NFL as a Referee! 
· Link Laura Crandon shared that Heir of Link – N. Crandon will be coming back to the DC area working with the Nationals baseball club [in Finance/Asset Management].
· Link Vivian’ shared a Joy that 4 Trustees have selected for HCC! She’s glad it’s done.
· Link Shavon shared a Joy/Concern – She misses Alice Bey. Remembers coming into a room with pristine, accomplished women. Even when it’s hard, we can win!! Grateful for our ability to be resilient!  There are hard things happening in the world and we should re-think the way that we engage with each other. Things are happening TO us that are GREATER than us.
· Link Donna Staton shared that our Link sisterhood must be united because our people and our institutions are under attack.
· Link Regina Little Hollis shared we need to support each other. Some of us are impacted by recent RIFs/DOGE cuts. Let’s come together to support those impacted.
· Link Lisa Coper Lucas suggested that small support/friendship meetings may be helpful – just to talk or have lunch or simply be together to fellowship.		




· Election Results for 2025 - 2027: 
· President – Link Diana Smith; 
· Vice-President – Link Tracey Rogers; 
· Recording Secretary – Link Chinyere Watson; 
· Nominating Committee Chair – Link Germaine Bolds-Leftridge; 
· Nominating Committee Members – Links A. Diane Martin, Rochelle Michaux-Conway, Allyson Owens, Sharon Pinder

· Meeting Adjourns – The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 AM	
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