[image: ]COLUMBIA (MD) CHAPTER OF THE LINKS, INCORPORATED
CHAPTER MEETING – MINUTES – March 08, 2025
 The original location was Howard Community College (HCC)
 Duncan Hall Building Room 100

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87186498728
Meeting ID: 871 8649 8728

There was a total of 37 members in attendance [virtually] at the February Chapter meeting. There were five (5) Motions recorded in the meeting.                             
Attendees: 
	1. Lisa Cooper Lucas
	2. Regina Clay
	3. Diana Smith

	4. Donna Hill Staton
	5. Judy Smith
	6. Tracey Rogers

	7. Kim Michelle Sterrett
	8. Deidre Johnson
	9. Rebecca Reed

	10. Rhonda Ricks
	11. Jo Emily Knox
	12. Robin Steele

	13. Sharon Pinder
	14. Muriel Mitchell
	15. Regina Little Hollis

	16. Juliet Gilliam
	17. Jewell Debnam
	18. Chin Watson

	19. Cathy Bell
	20. Audra Nixon
	21. Gail Clark

	22. Elizabeth Clark Adams
	23. Carol Ann Smith
	24. Melanie Brown

	25.  Tanya Sellers Hannibal
	26. Donna Hill Staton
	27. Laura Crandon

	28.  Judy Grant
	29. Paulette Scott
	30. Shondalette Adams

	31. Rochelle Michaux-Conway
	32. 
	33. 

	34. 
	35. 
	36. 

	37. 
	38.  
	39. 



MEETING NOTES
Call to Order - Madam president, Lisa Cooper Lucas, called the meeting to order.

Welcome  - At the start of the meeting, there was no quorum (only 24 members were present). As the meeting progressed, a total of xx members were present.

Song and Pledge – all members present recited the Pledge and sang the Song 

Linkspiration – Link Jewell Debnam shared a poem, Sisters of the Soul.

GOVERNANCE
President’s Report 
· The Green List
· March is Link Up the Vote
· Streamlining HHS to include:
· Focus on Mental Health
· A Black History moment presented in Links meetings
· EA display of Chapter and historical references, including a video, for our chapter was shared

Vice President’s Report
· 6 Pillars were presented. Strategic Focus
· March Core Value: Courage
· Minding your own membership
· Review and update your attendance record
· Review the Team Up Calendar
· Our February Link Sister of the Month, Elizabeth Clark Adams, was presented a gift
· Madam VP showee
· Leave of Absence – 5 members on LoA Marquita Davis, Myra Smith, Lindiwe Burrison, Veronica Morrow, Vanessa Atterbeary, 
· Coming back to Active status – Myra, Lindiwe, Veronica; not sure about Vanessa; Marquita wants a 2nd year of LoA
· This year our membership count is 48. Membership Committee Recommendations: 
· Link Marquita Davis 2nd year of Leave of Absence MOTION: I Move to accept Marquita’s leave of absence for 2025 – 2026. Passed with 73%
· Deidre Johnson new LoA request – MOTION: I Move to accept Deidre’s LoA request from May 2025 – April 2026. Passed with 71%
· Gretta Gardner new LoA request - MOTION: I Move to accept Gretta’s LoA request from May 2025 – April 2026. Passed with 100%
· Link Judy Grant is going to Alumni status and we will celebrate her in May
Corresponding Secretary’s Update
· Michelle Sterrett – read correspondence
· 2nd place for our Chapter – most steps in the xx event
· Thanksgiving card from HCC Educational Foundation
· Invitation for a dinner [that was in December]
· Letter from Council of Elders from the Black Community of Howard County 
· Chapter newsletters – next one coming March 15
· Michelle will set up a GroupMe account for EA Attendees in our chapter
Recording Secretary’s Update
· Chapter Meeting Minutes will be sent out within 3 – 5 days.
· A Chapter photo will be taken at the May meeting; wear black attire and shoes. 

· Nomination Committee Update
· Link Juliet Gilliam provided updates for 2025-27 Officer slate and provided information on preparing the Slate.
· There are candidates for President and VP, but none for Treasurer. The incoming President will work with Chapter sisters to appoint a Treasurer if one doesn’t run.
· Candidates have completed a Nominating form and provided Bios or Resumes
· Nominations can be taken from the floor in April
· Action Item: Link sisters are encouraged to update Info/Nom. Forms and return them to the Nom. Comm. 
· NC Candidates: Germaine, Rochelle, Allyson, Sharon, 
· Vote takes place in April; and New officers will be start in May. You must be present to vote.

· Links Emerald Wallstreet Impact – Link Sharon Pinder – Buy Black By Links
· Entrepreneurs that are part of Linkdom
· We want to prove as a chapter that we are buying Black
· Graduation is April 10

Financial Updates
Financial Secretary's Report – Presented by Link Melanie Brown
· Financial updates were provided for January - received $6,925 for the Chapter.
· You can find your invoice that was emailed to you earlier by the Fin. Secretary
· Madam VP reminded us that your dues will not be submitted until your Hours are in

Treasurer's Report, including FY26 Budget – Presented by Link Elizabeth Clark Adams	
· Provided updates on the Operating account for January $64,082 Balance Forward; $62,615 Ending balance; Operating overage $15,772; Regular restricted $9,532 balance forward; $9,273 ending balance; Special Restricted account – no activity
· Provided updates on the Regular Restricted account

50th Anniversary Committee Update – Presented by Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway
The event will be Sunday June 22nd from 2 – 5 pm at Cattail Creek. We have the upper level reserved with access to the Veranda. It will accommodate 140 people, but the Director recommended staying at 100 people so there’s room to move around. 
· Food tasting for the event is planned for March 25th. Will have 2 entrees, and a paid bar. 
· Chapter members MAY be able to invite 1 guest/significant other. There will be an additional cost.  
· An Evite will be ready by March 31st .

· Parliamentarian						     
· ByLaws Change described by Madam VP [on behalf of Madam Parliamentarian]
· A MOTION to accept bylaws change as read. 2nd by Link Diane; motion passed with majority vote of 25

· Strategic Planning	 - Presented by Link Judy Smith
· Chapter Schedule Discussion – A schedule / calendar for key activities including budget milestones for FY26 and FY27 was presented. Link Judy is asking that chapter members review this information. She will incorporate the input and present the info again in the March meeting. We will vote on the timeline in the March or April chapter meeting.
· Authorized use of Net Profits from our Fundraisers – Recommendations/Info was shared in the meeting. Please review and be prepared to vote in the March meeting.
· Action Items: Link sisters Review the Schedule/Calendar milestones and review the Authorized use of Net Profits information before the March Chapter Meeting.   


· FACET REPORTS	(5 minutes each)				     
The Arts  
· No report was presented in the Chapter meeting.
HHS – Presented by Link Rochelle (since Link Rhonda Ricks had to leave the meeting early)
· Red Dress event in Feb – 15 DMV Links chapters were represented
· Black History Expo – held in Feb. at Long Reach HS
· BlacKare – MOU has been signed, and 3 events are being considered. St. John’s Baptist April 19th 11 am – 2 pm
· March 20 – Black Family Wellness at HCC from 4 – 6 PM
· A bus ad is running March 3rd – April 20th 
NTS – Presented by Link Rochelle. 
· Fueling the Dragon event at HCC – Feb. 25th 
· Grassroots Crisis Center mental health family support with positive interaction Game Nights – March 11th and April 8th.
· Food Insecurity and Transitioning from Homeless to having a Home – Fish Fry to be held on date
· Kits for individuals transitioning to a home
· MD Links Advocacy Day in Annapolis – Supporting MD families. Wed. March 5th from 8:30 AM – 2 PM. Vanessa Atterbeary will be a panelist
ITS – Presented by Link Diana Smith (in Link Diane Martin’s absence).
· Two events – Fueling the Dragon took place on Feb. 25th where ITS collaborated with other Facets to provide fresh food, international food, Links shopping bags, and 
· Actively supporting the Mental Health summit (March 20th) with HHS and its workshops focused on mental health and personal growth. ITS will take the lead in procuring food items. Presenting “Coping with Stress in the Current Environment”
· Made contact with the Republic of Liberia – Adopt Elem School 

· Services to Youth (STY)
· Established a relationship with Dr. Shawn Lamb, Associate Director, Howard PRIDE Program (for male students); now there is a RISE Program (for female students) – Event in January (Let’s talk about Love);  one in February (Let’s talk about Finances)
· Upcoming RISE event on Saturday March 29th there will be a seminar – “Let’s overcome Imposter Syndrome”

· Technology Committee Update
· An update was presented by Link Deidre Johnson. The final feature of the new Chapter website is Members Only functionality.
· Content provided by Link Sisters will be included 
	
· AACR Report – Presented by Link Vivian Moore Lawyer
· Link Vivian shared that the AACR newsletter has been embedded in our Chapter newsletter
· The focus for AACR right now is to deal with schools that are performing low.

· New Business 
Marketing/Communications update - Presented by link Roslyn Brock
Asking Link sisters to complete a form 45 days prior to an event; You should have approval of your committee; event should be aligned with our chapter programming and strategic goals.	
Action Item – Link Roslyn will send the Form to Link Kim Michelle so that it can be included in the next Chapter Newsletter.

Joys and Concerns 
· Kudos expressed from Madam President to Link Gretta Gardner for representing well at the Human Trafficking awareness event!
· Carol Ann shared that she will be having rotator surgery on her left shoulder Friday Feb 21.
· February Birthdays!
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Adjourned 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 AM
                                                              
NEXT CHAPTER MEETING: 
· The next Chapter meeting is planned for March 08, 2025. 

ATTACHMENT - Links Excess Funds Guidance 
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