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MINUTES
· Administration	
· Call to Order- the meeting was called to order at 9:21 a.m. by Madame President Lisa Cooper- Lucas
· Welcome and Linkspiration- Link Tracy Rogers delivered the Linkspiration. It was a poem and activity with a voice and a response from Link members.
· Approval of the Agenda/Minutes- Today’s Agenda was approved as written and submitted.

· Ceremony
· New Chapter Officers Induction Ceremony- New officers were installed and congratulated by chapter members. Following the President’s Report, the new incoming President, Link Diana Smith Coleman, presided over the meeting.
· Alumna Ceremony- The ceremony was conducted for Link Judy Grant and commemorated her alumna status and 15 years of service to the Links Incorporated.  Chapter members paid tribute to Link Judy with shared memories, poems, and moments of Love.
Link Alexis Baham attended the Alumna ceremony, and all members welcomed her to this visit. The celebration ended with a champagne toast by the chapter member.	

· Governance	
· President’s Report- Link Lisa Cooper-Lucas shared an additional Linkspiration. The National President’s Report included information from the Eastern Area Conference, including the growing membership of 17,295 members. Other highlights from the Eastern Area Conference report include:
·  Eastern Area Membership stands at 5,017, which includes 163 new members and 4 reinstatements.
· ❖ The reported national service hours for 2024-2025 are 1,032,834, with EA contributing 280,000.
· ❖ BF Wellness has 58 EA Chapter participants, with 25,000 served.
· ❖ A new pilot program in EA, the Future Leaders Academy, is underway.
· The initiative focuses on Civic Engagement and Economic Empowerment (Standing in the Gap).
· The Charge is focused on Back to Basics - Chapter Growth.
· There was some discussion about  Links Foundation dues, donations, and the organization's activism. And consider memberships to other organizations like the NAACP.
· New Madam President Diana Smith Coleman honored the outgoing Madam President Lisa Cooper-Lucas and Treasurer Link Elizabeth Adams.DRAFT

· Vice President’s Report- no report provided
· Recording Secretary’s Update- no report provided

· Financial Updates
· Financial Secretary's Report- Link Elizabeth Adams provided the report in the absence of Link Melanie.  The Roster of with Payments was shared.
· It was clarified that the outstanding balance for chapter members from the report is an Assessment fee that’s due August 31, 2025.
· Treasurer's Report- Link Elizabeth Adams provided the report with updates on April 30. 2025 Operating, Regular Restricted (Programs), and Special Restricted (Fundraising) accounts. See the report for full details.	 

· Parliamentarian Update- The report was provided by Link Vivan Lawyer.  The operations manual will be provided over the summer to review.	
There was some discussion on whether the meeting date would be changed from the 2nd Saturday (according to the bylaws). Consider changing it only for May in the next program year since it occurs during Mother's Day weekend.
There was acknowledgment to Link Judy and Link Vivian for their work in support of the chapter. 		     

· Strategic Planning Update- The report was provided by Link Judy. The committee has developed a draft FY 26 plan, including a proposed Exec Committee offsite and Chapter offsite this year. The National plan came out in mid-March with new goals. The chapter's goals will be supported by these goals and the needs of Howard County.  Link Judy will remain the chair for the next FY.		

· 50th Anniversary Committee Update – Link Rochelle provided a committee report. “Celebrating 50 Golden Years Linked in Friendship and Service” is the theme.  The event will have live music, lunch, and a DJ. See the full report for details.	     

· Facet Reports	(5 minutes each)				     
· Arts- No report provided
· HHS- Link Rochelle provided the report for the Facet. Black K.A.R.E event at St. John’s Baptist church on April 19, 2025, with about 1200 in attendance.  The highlight of the event was the Colgate van that provided free dental services for children and adults.
Other events from the FY25 year were shared with the members.
See the full report for details.
· ITS- Report provided by Link Sharon. She discussed the committee's goals of adopting schools in Liberia.
· NTS- Link Rochelle provided the year- end report.  Discussed Link Up the Vote initiative and partnering with other Facets and HCCC for the Wellness program, tackling food insecurities in college-age students. Also discussed the partnership with Grassroots. See report for full details.
· STY- Link Audra provided the year-end report. The STY Facet partnered with HCCC this year. A scholarship recipient will visit after the May meeting to introduce themselves to the chapter members.  Link Greta spoke about the Link scholarship process, and Thanked Link sisters who assisted in the scholarship process.
HCPSS notified the community that any race-based scholarships provided to HCPSS students can no longer be announced at HCPSS events, including award ceremonies. Link Greta will be the STY chair for FY 26.
· Introduction to the new Columbia Chapter Links Scholarship Recipients
· The STY Facet announced the award winners:
Jason Young- Long Reach High School, attending Hampton University fall 2025.
Award recipient, Isaiah Thomas- Long Reach High School, attending the University of Maryland in the fall to study Computer Engineering. Isaiah came to the chapter meeting, introduced himself, and thanked the chapter for the scholarship.

· Technology Committee- did not present	
	
· New Business- There was no new business.
· New Madam President Diana Coleman thanked the chapter members for entrusting the chapter leadership to her and the new officers.
· She reminded the chapter, an Executive Committee retreat will be planned for the summer and Link Judy will lead the logistics.

· Joys and Concerns
· Link Roslyn Brock shared that Link Shavon received her second Honorary theological degree; and Link Shavon was the keynote speaker at Virigina Union University.
· Link Vivian wants to produce an end-of-year report and send to the community so they know about the Links.
· Link Myra requested photo and images for social media
· Linke Lisa Cooper-Lucas thanked the chapter members for their support.
· Link Judy Grant asked for prayers for her relative that was recently shot at his University
· Link Audra recognized Link Kim Michelle and Laura Cranden for their workshop
· Link Tanya Seller- Hannibal recognized Link Laura for her workshop at the Area Conference. 
· Link Diana Smith shared that Link Gail Clark was recognized at EA Conf. for being a link for 40 years.
· Link Audra recently started working as a Program Manager with Link Laura’s organization.
· Link Donna asked lawyers and members to support a democracy campaign; also her youngest daughter is a chef about to launch a gourmet deviled egg business. Speak of the Devil.
· Link Jo-Emily thanked all members who helped with the ceremony materials.
· Link Shavon brought a concern that Mary McLeod Bethune's house (Carter G Woodson and Frederick Douglass) is on National Park grounds. She asked members to visit and hold events at these locations to show interest and support for these locations.
· NCNW will receive a grant from Links Incorporated, and Link Shavon encouraged all to seek membership in the organization as well.
· Link Nikki- Acknowledged that Link Donna’s daughter's cuisine is fabulous.
· Link Rochelle informed the chapter that Link Germaine lost her father.
· Madam President Diana shared that Link Roni is returning and, read a note from Roni thanking the members for their support during the illness and loss of her mother.
· Madam President Diana read a note from Link Myra Smith to thank the chapter for their support in the loss of her husband.
· Thank you, Link Judy for getting us approval for allowing champagne at today's meeting.
· Link Muriel, recognized Link sisters with birthdays in April & May, saluted by song.
· Link Tracy noted all in attendance are starting Track it Forward with 2 hours for today's meeting.


· Meeting Adjourns at 11:27 a.m.	
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