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Chapter Meeting
Saturday, February 14, 2026 | 8:30 AM – 12:00 AM
Howard Community College (KHH) | SET 163
10901 Little Patuxent Pkwy | Columbia, MD 20144

Administration
The meeting was called to order by Madam President at 9:03 am with the Links pledge and song. The Linkspiration, on the significance of being my “Sister's Keeper,” was done by Link Shaondalette. There was a motion by Link Myra to adjust the agenda, second by Link Shavonne. A revised agenda was adopted by all.
A wellness moment with an affirmation and body movement was led by Link Regina Little.
Minutes from the January chapter meeting were approved with one change noted in the final version of the minutes.

Financial 
Financial Secretary Report Link Melanie presented some information on the National dues and Chapter fees and the dates the amounts are to be paid. She reminded members the financial report is linked in the newsletter.

Treasurer's Report Link Lucenda presented the financial information on debts and income for the chapter in the operating account.  The regular and special restricted accounts were also reviewed. The December 2025 reports are uploaded to the website for reference. The January 2026 accounts were also reviewed.

Budget Update was shared by Link Judy. 
Link Tracey started the report by sharing the February Core Values- Respect!
Link Judy reviewed the purpose and chapter uses of all accounts/budgets.
The budget was presented based on 43 paying members and 2 Platinum members, 1 Alumni member, and 6 new members via membership intake.
The budget was reviewed and discussed with members.
There was a motion to accept the budget  by Link Robin and seconded by Link Lisa Cooper-Lucas
The amount due is $958 for Chapter Dues and Hostess Fees by Feb. 28th and Assessments of $494 are due by August 31, 2026 If you paid prior to today and it was over the amount approved today, see Link Melanie for next steps.

Governance
The President’s Report was shared by Madam President.  She shared some famous African Americans in history for Black History Month. National updates were shared, including the Black Family Wellness Expo and the upcoming National Conference in Detroit in June. 
President updates were shared, including the DMV Red Dress events, and members who planned to be Alumni and Platinum this coming program year.

The Vice President’s Report was provided by Link Tracey. 
She shared the details of the Membership Intake process and schedule for 2026. There were 6 candidates who accepted and the follow-up letters have been sent.  We have received payment from 5 members; the remaining candidate will be updating her form of payment.  

There are 5 sessions. The Membership Induction Ceremony and Lunch will be on May 2nd at Cattail Creek at 4 pm. More details about the induction will be shared at a later date.  The first session is at Emerson from 9:00 am- 11:00 am on February 21.

Recording Secretary Report Link Chinyere provided an update that one change to the January meeting minutes was made.

Corresponding Secretary Report.  Link Kim Michelle read the correspondence that included a card from Link Rhonda thanking the chapter for sympathy with the passing of her parent,  and the Northern Chesapeake Bay chapter chartering, a letter from Link Rhonda requesting Alumni status. The newsletter is coming out this week.


Strategy, Programming, & Policy
Link Vivian delivered the Parliamentarian Report. Requested changes to the bylaws have been provided by the Eastern Area committee. The website will have the information needed.  
Programming Update was provided by Link Regina Little. She highlighted the Linked To Wellness umbrella program, Mission and Vision ad the Program Impact Statement and how each facet will assist.
Ethics and Standards   Link Carol Ann shared the Code of Ethics Standard 1 rules and provided some pointers to assist members in adhering to the standard.

FACETS (5 minutes each)
· Arts Link Lisa discussed the changes and cancellation of the Peabody concert.  The facet is considering the engagement of children in HCPSS due to this change.
· HHS Link Robyn shared highlights and the success of the Red Dress events.
· ITS no report provided  
· NTS Link Paulette Scott provided the report.  Highlighted the success of partnering with the Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center.  Fish Fry is coming up, and more details to come.
· STY  update was provided by Link Greta.  Scholar spotlight will be in the newsletter.  Provided highlights from the Linked to Wellness January session. “Looking for real love: Building Healthy Relationships That Last”. Next session is February 22, 2026 at 3:00 pm. Link Greta can send more information to those interested. Future events shared as well.

February Birthdays of the chapter members were acknowledged!
New Business
· Link Jewel announced The Black History Fair is on February 28th at Long Reach High School.
· Link Greta shared Baltimore Center Stage will show the play Trinity, and there is a Link members night with a discount on tickets. Check the GroupMe for details.
· Link Melanie shared that Link Cynthia Reyolds Temple has provided information about her products and they are available to sample.
Joys & Concerns
· Keep Link Laura in your prayers as she is having surgery at the end of this month.
· Link Shondalette shared she obtained a Concealed Carry License. And her husband will offer a call for Link members soon.
· 

Attendance is captured in the tracker each month.  Review the attendance tracker for details.
 The meeting adjourned at 11:33 am
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