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Chapter Meeting
Saturday, January 10, 2026 | 8:15 AM – 11:00 AM
Howard Community College (KHH) | SET 163
10901 Little Patuxent Pkwy | Columbia, MD 20144

Administration
The meeting was called to order by Madam President at 8:53 am with the Links pledge and song. The Linkspiration, on the significance of being Linked In Service, was done by Link Roslyn Brock. A revised agenda was adopted by all.
The minutes from the November chapter meeting were approved, with one change noted in the final version.

Candidate Presentations & Voting (2-minute presentations)

Link Tracey facilitated the next portion of the meeting on behalf of the Membership Committee. There are 6 candidates, as one candidate has been removed from the ballot because her sponsor is on Medical Provisional status. The candidates were presented by their sponsors.

1.Caya Adkins, sponsor Link Jean Lewis spoke of her daughter
2. Cynthia Bell, sponsor Link Regina Clay
3. Nikiah L. Dawson, sponsor Link Cathy Bell
4. Valerie Helanie Mattison Brown, sponsor Link Tanya Sellers- Hannibal
5. Patrice Yverne Moore, sponsor Link Myra Smith
6. Daria Javen Willis, sponsor Link Vivan Moore Lawyer

Tellers for today’s vote are:
Links Allyson Owens, Nikki Gilliam, Shondalette Adams

Governance
The President’s Report is shared in the presentation for review. There was no discussion. 
The Vice President facilitated the remainder of the meeting.

The Vice President’s Report was provided by Link Tracey.  She shared the details of the Membership Intake process and schedule for 2026.  There are 5 sessions. The Membership Induction Ceremony and Lunch will be on May 2nd at Cattail Creek at 4 pm. More details about the induction will be shared at a later date.  The induction fees and invitation details are still to come.

Membership Updates & Communication, Attendance periods for National Assemblies and Area Conferences, Attendance Requirements. The official statement from Nationals is that:  All members inducted or reinstated in 2021 or prior are required to satisfy the one in five obligation by 2028, the next 5-year period 2029-2033.

Recording Secretary Report Link Chinyere reminded Chairs (Facet and Committee) to load monthly reports to the website members section. Changes to the November minutes were made.

Corresponding Secretary Report no report provided this month.  Newsletter materials should be sent to Link Kim Michelle.

Financial 
Financial Secretary Report Link Melanie presented some information on the National dues and Chapter fees and the dates the amounts are to be paid. 

Audit Committee Report Link Myra provided an update that the external audit was submitted on time and more information will be provided when available.

Treasurer's Report Link Liz presented the financial information on debts and income for the chapter in the operating account.  The regular restricted account was also reviewed. Link Judy presented some budget information to inform the chapter of the process that is taking place between now and the budget voting date in February.  There was some discussion on the anticipated dues and assessments and a call meeting will be scheduled in January to discuss further.

Strategy, Programming, & Policy
Link Vivian delivered the Parliamentarian Report. Requested changes to the bylaws have been provided by the Eastern Area committee. The chapter operations manual is complete and will be printed soon.
Programming Update no update provided.


FACETS (5 minutes each)
· Arts Link Lisa discussed details of the Peabody on February 15th, that will be a jazz and gospel theme.  She also acknowledged the book that Link  Laura is featured in, which is coming out soon,  and commented on how amazing her story reads.

· HHS Link Audra Nixon presented a The Red Dress weekend event will February 6-8th, and the facet will participate.  April 4th will be the St. Johns Baptist Church event and some resources have been provided under the Linked to Wellness umbrella. Mental Health Forum at HCC for March 4th. The St. Johns Baptist Health Expo Eggstravaganza is Easter weekend in April and will be designated as a family wellness day, and will ask for chapter participation.
· ITS report was provided by Link Diane stated they are supporting the Fuel the Dragon initiative and collecting international food, Liberia program, donations to an International student at HCC.  
· NTS Link Rochelle provided the report.  Highlights included the facet that work with Fueling the Dragon, Link Up The Vote, and the Grassroots Crisis Intervention Center.  Requests were made of the chapter to provide some donations (personal hygiene items) for HCC, 70 blankets for Grassroots.
· STY  update was provided by Link Greta.  Highlights include an update on the “Know Your Body, Protect Your Power” session and positive feedback was provided by the students who attended.  The remaining program year sessions were provided. Lastly, they highlighted the holiday event with the Scholars at Baltimore Center Stage and thanked the Arts facet for partnering with that effort.

December and January Birthdays of the chapter members were acknowledged!
New Business
New Member candidate voting results were shared in the Tellers report by Link Shondalette. Link Tracey also reported the results and advised that all prospective candidates were accepted on behalf of Madam President.
39 ballots supported
1.Caya Adkins, sponsor Link Jean Lewis spoke of her daughter- DOL 38 yes/0 no.  She received 38 total votes. She needed 26 yes votes for acceptance.
2. Cynthia Bell, sponsor Link Regina Clay 38 yes/0 no.  She received 38. She needed 26 yes votes for acceptance.
3. Nikiah L. Dawson, sponsor Link Cathy Bell 35 yes/1 no. She received 36 total votes.  She needed 24 yes votes for acceptance.
4. Valerie Helanie Mattison Brown, sponsor Link Tanya Sellers- Hannibal 34 yes/2 no. She received 36 total votes.  She needed 24 yes votes for acceptance.
5. Patrice Yverne Moore, sponsor Link Myra Smith 33 yes/3 no.  She received 36 total votes. She needed 24 yes votes for acceptance.
6. Daria Javen Willis, sponsor Link Vivan Moore Lawyer 32 yes/5 no.  She received 37 total votes.  She needed 25 yes votes for acceptance.

Additional New Business
Link Donna reminded everyone that the new website is live. Encouraged everyone to log onto the website.
Joys & Concerns
· Link Roslyn discussed some disappointment in the voting results and how it affected her.
· Link Shondalette shared that she has obtained her Concealed Carry Weapon certification through her husband's instruction.
· Link Jo-Emily reminded everyone of the point-of-protocol that’s in the manual and in the newsletter.
Link Tracey reminded everyone about the core value of Confidentiality during this important time.

 The meeting adjourned at 10:39am
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