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Chapter Meeting
Saturday, April 11, 2026 | 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Howard Community College (KHH) | SET 163
10901 Little Patuxent Pkwy | Columbia, MD 20144

Administration
The meeting was called to order by Madam President Diana Smith Coleman at 9:15 AM, followed by the Pledge and song. Link Greta Peoples shared the Linkspiration on Sisterhood.

Minutes from the March chapter meeting were approved. The minutes and agenda were accepted by motion from Link Myra and seconded by Link Diane. The motion passed.


Governance
President’s Report
Presented by Madam President.
Members were reminded that dues must be paid by April 30 per National requirements. She reviewed the Chapter Challenge for The Links Foundation Endowment levels and giving amounts shared via email earlier in the week. Members wishing to contribute should identify the chapter as Columbia (MD).
Link Jo Emily moved that the chapter accept the challenge for each member to give $100 and for the chapter to give $1,000. Link Paulette seconded. After discussion, the motion passed with 13 in favor and 11 opposed.

After even further discussion about the motion, another Motion was made by Link Robin to make the donation to the Links Foundation Endowment fund an individual voluntary option (the 3rd option). This motion was seconded by Link Jewell, and voted on, and passed. 

National Updates
Members are asked to contribute $5 toward a monetary gift for the National President at the conclusion of her administration. Checks should be made payable to the chapter or cash given to Link Ronnie. One consolidated check will be sent to National.
General registration for the National Assembly will open soon. Contributions are due by June 5th.  Delegate pre‑registration opened on Friday, April 10. Registration is $975; hotel rates start at $199 per night. Tickets for the White Rose Gala, an entertainment event, and the Eastern Area Breakfast are $75 each.
Link Allyson moved that Madam President and Madam Vice President serve as delegates for the National Assembly. Link Vivian seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Eastern Area Updates
Members were reminded that Link Lisa Loury Lomas is running for National Vice President. Discussion followed regarding open offices and unopposed candidates, noting that unopposed positions still require a vote.
The Eastern Area is promoting a Blood Drive campaign. Additional information is available online.
Membership updates were shared, including distribution of Platinum and Alumna letters.
The New Member Induction Ceremony is a closed ceremony. Roles have been updated based on elected officers. Link Jo Emily provided additional information regarding speakers.

Revisiting the Chapter Challenge
Link Robin moved to revisit the Chapter Challenge. Link Jewel seconded. The motion passed. After even further discussion about the original Chapter Challenge motion,
Link Robin then moved that the chapter donate $1,000 from chapter funds or overage for this initiative. And individuals can volunteer to donate as they wish. This motion was seconded by Link Link Jo Emily seconded. The motion passed with 22 in favor and 3 opposed.


Vice President’s Report
Presented by Link Tracey.
She reviewed the remaining details for the Membership Intake process and Induction Ceremony, which will be held at Cattail Creek Country Club. The ceremony will precede the dinner. Members planning to attend should notify Link Tracey. Approximately 62 attendees are expected. Attire is uninterrupted white; Link Jo Emily will provide examples in the newsletter.
Candidates will present their service project at 11:15 AM today and members are asked to remain and participate.
Service hours were submitted on March 18 and reviewed again on April 10. A final review will occur before April 30.
One Leave of Absence request was submitted for the 2026–2027 Program Year. A letter from Link Gretta Gordy Gardner was read. Link Allyson moved to accept the LOA request; Link Diane seconded. The motion passed.
A Friendship Luncheon will be held at Link Gail’s home on April 11 from 1–3:30 PM. Additional membership updates and communications were shared.

Recording Secretary Report

Presented by Link Chinyere (Chin).
She provided a paper sign-up for the 2026/2027 Program Year.  Members are asked to review, rotate around the room and return to Link Chin.  It will be provided again at the May meeting.

Corresponding Secretary Report

Corresponding Secretary Link Kim Michelle shared the newsletter will be sent on April 15th.


Financial Secretary’s Report
Link Roni, Assistant Financial Secretary, reviewed funds received by the Chapter and the Foundation.

Treasurer’s Report
Link Lucinda‑Marie presented the March 2026 financial report, including debts, income, and balances for the operating, regular restricted, and special restricted accounts.

Strategy, Programming, & Policy
Strategic Planning no report was provided.
Programming Update
Link Regina Little thanked members for their participation throughout the year and expressed enthusiasm for upcoming programs.
Parliamentarian Report
Link Vivian reported that the Eastern Area committee has provided recommended bylaw changes, which will be incorporated. She reviewed the recommendations for chapter updates.
Committees & Facets
Fundraising
Link Rochelle discussed the importance of membership involvement. She reviewed the proposal for a raffle. 
Link Donna spoke about the proposal for a senior celebration as a fundraiser. Discussion followed.
Madam President reviewed all the fundraising events proposed and recommended that the chapter accept these for the new program year.
Link Donna made a motion to accept all the proposed fundraising events. Link Diane seconded the motion. The motion passed with no opposition.

Scholarship
Link Greta requested assistance in promoting scholarship availability. This year, four $2,500 scholarships will be awarded to students enrolling at Howard Community College.
The scholarship deadline was extended. There was a modification to the recommendation for using the $5000 scholarship funds for HCC.   Due to the current scholar transferring to Towson University, the $5,000 scholarship funds will instead be allocated as five $1,000 scholarships to the Rise Program.

FACETS
· Arts: Link Lisa discussed plans to include Scholars and a literary author in a program next year.
· HHS: Link Audra thanked members for supporting the Colgate van event, which served 83 children.
· ITS: Link Diane reported that the facet is requesting a budget increase for next year. An anonymous donor contributed funds to support HCC students experiencing economic hardship. The next event is April 21 at HCC.
· NTS: Link Rochelle shared upcoming Grassroots events for April and discussed the May Link Up the Vote initiative with St. John Baptist Church.
· STY: Link Greta announced that the final Linked to Wellness session will be held on April 19 and will focus on financial literacy. Members were asked to share the session with college‑age students. The spring celebration will be held at the Robinson Center in partnership with Masonville Cove. Four Scholars are graduating and four new Scholars will join.
April Birthdays of the chapter members were acknowledged!
New Business
· The chapter website is now available. Members needing access should contact Madam President.
Joys & Concerns
· Link Allyson celebrated her son’s college graduation and her daughter’s upcoming law school graduation.

· Link Candace shared that her daughter secured a new job after displacement.

· Link Juliette shared her recent work on celebrity voiceovers.

· Link Raven received the AKA President of the Year Award at the regional conference.

· Link Audra is newly employed after displacement.

· Link Robin received an award from Columbia, SC and will be recognized.

· Madam President recognized Link Rebecca for preparing breakfast and thanked all who assisted.

· Link Robyn shared that Link Raven served as co‑editor of the history book.
.
See the attendance tracker for meeting attendance for the April 2026 chapter meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 11:07 am
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