The Links, Incorporated
Columbia (MD) Chapter

Chapter Meeting
Saturday, May 9, 2026  |  9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Howard Community College (KHH)  |  SET 163
10901 Little Patuxent Pkwy  |  Columbia, MD 20144

ADMINISTRATION
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Madam Vice President Link Tracey L. Rogers with the Pledge of Allegiance and song. Madam President was traveling; Madam Vice President presided over the meeting. A qurorm was confirmed by attendance sheet.
1. Linkspiration: Link Tanya R. Sellers-Hannibal shared the Linkspiration on working and serving for the good of others.
1. Adoption of Agenda and Minutes: A motion to approve the April meeting minutes was made by Link Myra J. Franklin Smith and seconded by Link Veronica Morrow. The motion carried. A motion to approve the May 9, 2026 agenda was made by Link Donna Hill Staton and seconded by Link Marquita F. Davis. The motion carried.

REPORTS
President’s Report (presented by Madam Vice President Link Tracey L. Rogers)
1. Madam Vice President welcomed new Link sisters who joined the chapter in May.
National Updates:
1. Members were asked to contribute $5 toward a monetary gift for the outgoing Madam National President at the conclusion of her administration. Checks should be made payable to the chapter and given directly to Link Melanie Brown.
1. General registration for the National Assembly is open at $975. The White Rose Gala, an additional entertainment event, and the Eastern Area Breakfast will be provided at an extra cost. Members who attend the National Conference were reminded to wear their Eastern Area scarf; additional information on the scarf is forthcoming.
1. National Membership updates were shared. Link Vivian Moore Lawyer was recognized as a new Platinum member.
1. Eastern Area Updates:
1. Members were reminded that Link Lisa Loury Lomas would be listening on Wednesday, May 13th.
1. The Eastern Area Conference will be held in Buffalo, NY in 2027.
1. April and May Chapter and President updates were shared.
1. The Chesapeake Cluster, which includes the Columbia Maryland Chapter, will be responsible for planning and coordinating the 2028 Eastern Area Conference.
1. The tentative date for the Executive Committee Retreat is July 11th.
1. Link Roslyn M. Brock introduced her mother, who was visiting from Pensacola, Florida. The chapter warmly welcomed her.
Vice President’s Report — Link Tracey L. Rogers
1. Mentors were shared for the new members, as well as for Link Raven Hill as a transfer member.
1. Track It Forward has been updated and is ready for the new program year beginning May 1, 2026. Members were encouraged to begin entering their service hours.
1. MMS has not yet been updated for the new program year. All members, new and existing, were asked to review and update their information.
1. The chapter assessment will be distributed in September.
1. The Chapter Retreat will be held on September 12th, following the chapter meeting.
1. Link Jo-Emily Knox thanked Link Rhonda Ricks for her efforts and work on the Induction Program. Extra programs are available for members who did not receive one.	Comment by Chinyere Watson: Added last name “Knox”
1. Link Jo-Emily also thanked Link Alice Gail Pollard Clark and Link Elizabeth Clark Adams for graciously hosting the Induction event in their home.
Recording Secretary’s Report — Link Chinyere Watson
1. A paper sign-up sheet for the 2026–2027 Fiscal Year committee and Facets was circulated.
Corresponding Secretary’s Report — Link Kim Michelle Sterrett
1. Correspondence was shared and a report was provided.

FINANCIAL
Financial Secretary’s Report — Link Melanie Brown
1. The financial report for March was shared.
Treasurer’s Report — Link Lucinda-Marie Ware
1. Financial information on debts and income for the chapter in the appropriate accounts was presented.

STRATEGY, PROGRAMMING & POLICY
1. Strategic Planning — Link Judy Lynn Smith: The Executive Committee Retreat will be held on July 11th. The Chapter Retreat will follow the September chapter meeting on September 12th. Report provided.
1. Programming Update — Link Judy Lynn Smith: Report was provided.
1. Parliamentarian’s Report — Link Vivian Moore Lawyer: The Parliamentarian’s report was provided. The report included two proposed bylaw amendment changes from the Bylaws Committee.
A motion was made by Link Shondalette Adams to adopt proposed Bylaw Amendment #1 as presented in the Bylaws Committee report. The motion was seconded by Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway. The motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Link Shondalette Adams to adopt proposed Bylaw Amendment #2 as presented in the Bylaws Committee report. The motion was seconded by Link Shavon L. Arline-Bradley. The motion carried unanimously. (See the Bylaws Committee report for amendment details.)

COMMITTEES & FACETS
Committees
1. Scholarship: Link Greta Carey Peoples thanked committee members and presented the report.
1. Fundraising: Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway provided the report.
Facets
1. Arts: Link Lisa G. Cooper-Lucas discussed a refresh of the Facet’s target activities and provided the report.
1. Health & Human Services (HHS): Link Audra Nixon reported that the first program year meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 27th. The report was provided.
1. International Trends & Services (ITS): Link Tanya R. Sellers-Hannibal shared the Facet report.
1. National Trends & Services (NTS): Link Rochelle Michaux-Conway shared the report and thanked all committee members from the previous program year.
1. Services to Youth (STY): Link Raven Hill provided the update. She thanked Link Greta Carey Peoples for her years of service and Link Carol Ann Smith for continuing to serve as co-chair.
May birthdays of chapter members were acknowledged.

NEW BUSINESS
1. No new business.

JOYS & CONCERNS
1. Several Joys and Concerns were shared with the members.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:47 AM.

Attendees
See the attendance tracker.

